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Honoring Seforim. We have gone through many of the
halachos regarding honoring Talmidei Chachamim. A related
topic is that of honoring Sifrei Kodesh.

Introduction. A person is obligated to honor seforim (1). The
source of this can be found in the Mishna in Avos @: “Whoever
honors the Torah will be honored by people.” Rashi and
Rabbeinu Yonah both explain that this includes honoring
seforim, especially placing them in an honorable place and in an
honorable manner. The Tiferes Yisroel ) adds that one should
bind his seforim well so that they do not fall apart and he should
cover them in a manner of beauty.

Words of the Gedolei Hadoros. The Shelah Hakadosh @)
writes that included in honoring the Torah is a mitzvah to honor
seforim, and even if part of a single page tears off, it must be put
away honorably. The Pele Yoetz (5) writes that one is obligated
from time to time to dust off his seforim, handle them with
honor, and not act or do anything dishonorable in front of them.
If he “shames them” in any way, he has transgressed the posuk,
“He has scomed the word of Hashem,” () because they are
considered like garments of the king. By honoring seforim
properly, one will merit the “Crown of Torah” (Kesser Torah)
and will be honored by people. The Chasid Yavetz ) says that
when one carries seforim in his arms, he should do it as if he is
carrying the King’s garments in front of the King Himself, and he
should only touch them with clean hands.

Top Side Up. One should be careful to put seforim in their place
with the top side up. The Maharil ) writes that if Mahri Segel
2”1 would see a sefer upside down, he would kiss it and turn it
right side up. One segulah that is mentioned for a baby who is
breeched (upside down in the womb) is to go to the bookcases
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of the parents and make sure all the seforim are placed there
correctly, right side up. (For more information on this, see sefer
Leshichno Sidreshu vol. 1 p. 234.) If gentile help (i.e. a cleaning
lady) cleans and/or dusts bookshelves filled with seforim, and
will remove and replace the seforim, one should check to ensure
that all the seforim are put back the right way.
Carrying a_Sefer. The Maharil maintained the following
conduct: Whenever he would enter or exit a doorway and
someone else who was carrying a sefer (not even a Sefer Torah
but any printed sefer) was also about to enter or exit that
doorway, he would stop and tell the other person to enter or exit
ahead of him because he was holding a davar shebekedusha.
Note: This section of halachos we are starting is not about a
Sefer Torah, which has its own stricter halachos.
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Shulchan Aruch (v-n n") says that one should check his Tzitzis
on his Talis and make sure they are kosher before making a beracha,
so it shouldn’t be a n>vVa5 no1a. The Mishna Berurah writes in the
name of the Magen Avraham that even though there is a njwn that
they were originally put on properly, in a case where it easy to clarify,
we do not rely on njwn. He quotes the Rosh that the Minhag is not to

check our Tzitzis because we rely on the chazaka.

The Bach argues on the svara of the Rosh and says that our
Gemara in Bechoros tells us that we don’t rely on nn if there has to
be an action with it. So too, here, we are presuming that the action of]
putting on Tzitzis was done correctly, and this is relying on an outside
action and 21 or niwn would not apply, so one must check his Tzitzis.

The M"A argues on the Bach but ultimately agrees that one should
check his Tzitzis for 2 reasons: since it is easy to do, we don't rely on

nn, and itis a weak nn since itis common for the strings to rip.
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R’ Nosson Tzvi Finkel z¢’I (Alter from Slabodka) would say:
“Tind T¥17 MnNY - People think that the Torah wants a person to love his friend the same way he loves himself, the same
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way he pampers and takes care of himself. But this is not what the Torah means. The Torah wants a Jew, who is careful to
fulfill the halacha of "p1p 7 - your life comes first, to treat others the same way. Thus, "7 Ty nanNY does not mean
that you must love your friend the same way you love yourself, but rather, you should love your friend the same way you
are NN by halacha to love yourself. What is required by halacha for yourself, that is what you must do for your friend.”

Mezeritcher Maggid, R’ Dov Ber zt”I (Quoted in Vedibarta Bam) would say:

“'oTn DY WONN NY' - Man is known as ‘Adam.’ The title consists of 'N' and 'D7. The Alef refers to Hashem Who
is ‘Alufo Shel Olam’ - Master of the World, and ‘dam’ refers to blood which is the life-source of all living beings. Before
a person davens in the morning, he is merely ‘dam’ - ‘blood.” Once he prays and becomes attached to Hashem,
the ‘Alufo Shel Olam’ he earns the title ‘Adam.’ Thus, the posuk says ‘You shall not eat al hadam’ - the Sages derived

that one should not eat before he prays, while he still only ‘dam’ - blood, not ‘adam’ - man.” Mazel Tovto Mr & Mrs
. . . P.D.Katzand Mr & Mrs
A Wise Man would say: “Silence is the best reply for a fool.” UriShoshana onthe
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The mitzvah of Kiddush Shem Shamayim is one that is ingrained in the heart and mind of every Jew. But as the
Rabbinic saying goes, “It is often easier to die al Kiddush Hashem - then to live al Kiddush Hashem.”

Rabbi Elazar Meisels is the founder of Lidrosh Institute for Jewish education. He is a renowned lecturer, who is invited
to speak all over the world. He was once invited to speak in Melbourne, Australia, and he arranged his schedule that he
should depart for the long twenty-hour flight from Los Angeles International airport.

On the day of his flight, he arrived at the airport early and there he met a Jew from Eretz Yisroel who would be on his
twenty-hour flight. The two struck up a conversation and Rabbi Meisels learned that this man, an Israeli who spoke limited
English, was flying to Australia to raise money he needed to marry off his eleventh child. Rabbi Meisels was instantly
impressed with the man’s character and demeanor. He didn’t seem like a typical “meshulach” and as Rabbi Meisels, his
fellow passengers, and the rest of the airport staff soon learned, he clearly wasn’t.

As the two Jewish men passed through security at LAX, they were instructed to place their bags on the conveyor, as
well as their jackets, belts and other electronic items. They were also reminded to remove their shoes and put them through
the conveyor belt, in accordance with standard security measures. After passing through the metal detector, the two men
went to retrieve their items on the other side of the conveyor. While Rabbi Meisels found his shoes and other items
immediately, his counterpart unfortunately did not. His shoes were not there. He looked up and down but could not find
them. Serving as an interpreter, Rabbi Meisels asked the security personnel if they could check if the shoes perhaps got
stuck or taken off the belt. The security staff looked around but did not see the shoes. They searched all about and finally
noticed a pair of shoes in a corner - but it was two sizes too small! The man in charge shook his head and told them,
“Apparently there was a mix-up and someone mistakenly took your shoes.”

The meshulach was unsure how to proceed. The airport staff offered him a $100 voucher to buy new shoes in
Melbourne - which was great except he still needed to walk quite a bit until he arrived in Melbourne. Rabbi Meisels was
watching the man from Israel and could not get over how composed he was. The man remained calm and never lost his
temper - or the perpetual smile on his lips. He accepted the voucher from the contrite security officer with a gracious thank
you and without any other choice, continued to the gate without shoes. Rabbi Meisels walked the whole way with him and
the man never complained even once about the unfortunate turn of events.

Once on the plane, Rabbi Meisels found his seat which was not far the meshulach. A non-Jewish man was sitting nearby
and began to talk to the Israeli man. He told him, “My friend, I was just behind you in the security line and I watched the
whole saga of your shoes going missing. I must tell you, I have never seen such self-control. If it was me, I would have
been screaming, ‘Get me shoes!” I couldn’t believe you just accepted going to Australia barefoot, along with a smile.”

Since this Jew didn’t speak English very well, Rabbi Meisels served as the translator. The meshulach continued to
smile and thanked the man for his kind words. There was nothing he could do about it at this point, so why get excited?

The non-Jewish passenger was impressed and inquired as to why this man from the Holy Land was traveling so far
from home. When he discovered it was to raise money for his daughter’s wedding, the non-Jew was shocked. He insisted
that such a refined individual should not be forced to go knocking on doors asking for money for himself and his family.

How much does he need, was his next question. Upon being told $25,000, the non-Jew took out his checkbook and on
the spot, wrote out a check for €25,000 (Euros), the equivalent of $33,000! The meshulach could not believe his good
fortune and again thanked the man profusely. When they arrived in Melbourne, Rabbi Meisels went with the Yid to the

bank to cash the check, which was entirely covered! After thanking Hashem, he took the next flight home to Eretz Yisroel.

.. B3O BRI W1 WK
(r-ia oay) M) NI 52 I 212 L. SR D PN Teen NS
The actual Haftorah of Kedoshim is the infamous prophecy

from Yechezkel, in which he reveals the "©obwy» maym” -
abomination of Jerusalem; referring to the terrible events that
will befall Klal Yisroel due to their woeful spiritual state. R’
Akiva Eiger z¢”l says that because of its harsh condemning
nature, Ashkenazim try to avoid reading this Haftorah at all
cost and read the Haftorah for Acharei Mos instead.

R’ Meir Simcha of Dvinsk z#”’l (Meshech Chochma)
asks: the Navi says that Hashem will, “Not destroy the house
of Yaakov... by the sword shall the sinners die.” What is the
difference if they die by the sword or if Hashem wipes them

out? Either way they will no longer be alive!

Chazal (Sanhedrin 47b) explain that normally death is an
atonement for sins; however, one who is executed by capital
punishment does not receive atonement for his misdeeds as a
result of his death. Even though Klal Yisroel was deserving of
major punishment, Hashem always looks out for His children
and wished to give them atonement for their various sins.

Therefore, Hashem declared that He Himself will not
destroy them - even though they are very much deserving of
it - rather, they will die by the sword of someone else and
thereby be granted atonement. While one may easily despair
and say that he stands no chance of doing a proper Teshuvah,
always know that Hashem has not given up on you!

Join in and listen to a 5 minute daily shiur in Kedushas Einayim. Call 718450-9990. Your cyes are precious - Turning onc's eyes away from evil is the ultimate goall
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On the posuk of "> T¥75 NINNY THY M2 NN VN XY 0N N, the helige Tanna Rabbi Akiva gives over his famous
dictum: "nMna Sy1 995 m" - This is a great rule of the Torah. Perhaps the greatest rule. As we know, this halacha is
applicable at all times and to all people. But specifically during the days of Sefirah, it becomes extremely relevant.

I had two revelations in the posuk that are worth sharing. The first is that the juxtaposition of the two halves of the posuk
seem to teach us an important lesson. "0y »1 NN VN N7 OPN X" - do not take revenge or hold a grudge against another
Yid, is quickly followed by "7m> 7y75 nanNy" - love every Yid. The Torah is teaching us that the real test of a human being
is when you have someone you’d like to take revenge on, perhaps an enemy or a X»¢ who may have wronged you - don’t
hate him; rather "7 7¥195 MnNY” - love him. Because it’s not a kuntz to love a rzaddik. The kuntz is to love an enemy!

A second idea is based on the Baal Rokeach who writes: "1915 nWN w - T T¥10 MmN’ as Shlomo HaMelech says in
Mishlei, "nyn 7¥7 9y wann YN which refers to a wife as "J¥7" - a friend (see Gittin 90a). In the footnote there, it states that
perhaps the Rokeach means "2 y75 manNY" is the same gematria (820) as "an2 MYN’ (when you include 2 more for him
and his wife - total of 822). The lesson is that if we recognize that our wives are truly our best friends, our shalom bayis
would greatly improve, the Shechina would reside in our homes and our children would give us great nachas.

Thus, "7 T¥70 nMaNNY" means to love your not-such-good friends and neighbors like you love yourself, because it’s a
bigger kuntz to love them over your dear friends, and treat your wife - your "7y7" - as you would like to be treated. By doing
that, we will B’ezras Hashem be zocheh to the binyan Beis HaMikdash which was destroyed because of sinas chinam.

TIDTT ATV ﬂp‘? szp Rebbetzin Belsky expressed the feelings of both her husband
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Yom: The Beis Din of R’ Yisroel Belsky z£”I once conducted
the geirus (conversion) of a young woman who eventually
married and settled with her husband in the Philippines.
When this couple was planning their daughter’s Bas Mitzvah
party, they called Rav and Rebbetzin Belsky to invite and
personally request that they fly to the Philippines to join
them for the celebration. The Belsky’s graciously agreed.

A week before the Bas Mitzvah, R’ Belsky’s daughter
gave birth to quadruplets - three boys and one girl - in Eretz
Yisroel. The next day, R’ Belsky’s daughter-in-law gave
birth to a boy, also in Eretz Yisroel. The Rav now had the
opportunity to serve as mohel for four grandsons within a
span of two days. However, these simchos conflicted with the
Bas Mitzvah in the Philippines for which a grand celebration

and herself. “The Torah says in more than one place that it is a
mitzvah to love a ger. How could we disappoint them and not
come? We already told them that we are coming!” And so
R’ Belsky and his wife missed the brisos of four grandsons
in order to attend this Bas Mitzvah in the Philippines.

His daughter later reflected, “Perhaps my father was granted
four more years of life after his esophagus ruptured as a reward
for the four brisos that he gave up for the sake of a ger.”
Yomy: Chazal tell us that Hashem put us on this world to
perform mitzvos and sanctify His Name. This is not always
easy to do and often we are required to give up something
important to us in order to fulfill a mitzvah. Even a mitzvah
like loving a ger, which normally would not require a person
to forfeit anything from his personal life, can be fulfilled in a
superior fashion. We must learn from our Gedolim and
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The Torah tells us that the mitzvah of honoring one’s parents is applicable at every stage of life, even after one’s parents have
passed on. In fact, the Zohar writes that the main mitzvah of honoring parents applies only after they’ve left this world. There is
only so much a child can do for his parents in this world; in the next world the reward they receive from their children is limitless.

This is certainly not to minimize the greatness of this mitzvah here. The Ksav Sofer explains that the word “Ish” is used to
describe one who performs this mitzvah because one should know that even when he grows up and becomes an adult, the
mitzvah of honoring parents is not diminished. If anything it should be more, because as we grow and parent our own children,
we must realize how much our parents did for us throughout the years and this should help us appreciate them more.
Unfortunately this is not the way it goes. People often feel that because they are now adults, they do not need their parents so
much. They have their own opinions and feelings about things, which often clash with their parents’ view. They have become
rich or successful and don’t necessarily feel dependent on their parents. This might cause one to honor his parents less.

The Ksav Sofer is teaching us that no matter how much of a “self-made MAN” you’ve become, it is specifically at the time that
you feel like such a big “Gavra” that you must show honor and respect to your parents. Kibbud Av V’em is increasingly more
challenging as the technological changes in the world are causing our young children to feel more “advanced” and “ahead” of their
parents. This is causing a terrible breakdown in our frum society. We as adults must remember and teach our children that the
premise of Kibbud Av V’em is Hakaras HaTov; appreciation to your parents for bringing you into this world! No matter how big
you are, you could not have done that by yourself! You do not have to agree with everything your parents say, but you must
respect their opinion. The way you talk about and treat your parents is the way your children will talk about and treat you.




