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Halacha L'maaseh: Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a
0y DYWITY NDAY BNP NDO /HNa PINIY
THE MONTH OF NISAN

The month of Nisan is referred to in the Torah () as
1IN WNN - "The Spring month." The word 72Ny is
made up of two words 27 ax - the head (first) of the 12
months 2. Thus, our belief and trust in Hashem by reliving
the Exodus from Egypt, carries over the entire year.

The day of Rosh Chodesh Nisan, was the first day of
MOV - service, in the Mishkan 3. As a result, during the
first 12 days of the month of Nisan, it is praiseworthy to
recite the appropriate portion in Sefer Bamidbar « for
each respective day ), from a chumash or a siddur. Some
shuls lain it from a Sefer Torah.

The poskim bring a custom to refrain from eating
matzah from Rosh Chodesh Nisan ) until the night of
Pesach. This is in conjunction with the halachah that on
the night of the seder, the matzah must be eaten with an
appetite, thus prohibiting one from eating matzah on Erev
Pesach ). Some even refrain from as far back as Purim.

During the month of Nisan, it is proper to give money
to help poor people celebrate the Yom Tov of Pesach ®.
This is not just charity but also a part of the mitzvah of
"pNa PNDYY, since true Simchas Yom Tov includes
making other people happy ©.

Bircas Hailanos - Blessing on the Trees
The month of Nisan is usually the time of year when

- Rav D'khal Ahavas Yisroel, Cleveland Heights, Ohio

one begins to see the trees blossoming. When one sees a
tree in this early stage of blossom, he recites the beracha:
NI2) DI 1WA 0N NoW O9WN ToN WPHN M NNN TN
(: 31 M572) 7OTN %2 DNANNMY MV ININIMNV I 12
This beracha is said only on fruit-bearing trees, preferably
the first time one sees them. If he didn't say it at that time,
though, one can still say it when he sees a tree at a later
time, even after the month of Nisan (10).

One is permitted to recite this beracha alone and on a
single tree, however, there is a preference to say it
together with others (group of 3 or 10) on two or more
trees (11). This is not considered a "time-bound" mitzvah
(N7 W), but rather a "circumstance/season-bound” (12)
mitzvah and ladies should also try to perform this mitzvah.

The correct way to recite this beracha is for one to
come close enough to the tree to see the beauty of the
blossom, and then immediately start to say the beracha
from a siddur, even if he is not actually looking at the tree
when he recites it.

The Telzer Rosh Yeshivah, R' Mordechai Gifter
ZT'"L, explains that the purpose of reciting this beracha
is in order to train a person to be conscious of all of
nature’s beauty the entire year, and from it, derive the
greatness and kindness of Hashem (sight, beauty, colors,
fragrance, sunlight, rain, etc.)
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R' Boruch'l of Mezhibuzh ZT'L would say:

"I just don't understand it! Some people are careful not to swallow the smallest most harmless insect,
yet they have no qualms about attacking and swallowing another human being alive!"

R' Meir Yechiel of Ostrovtze ZT'"'L would say:

"If one opens up a large fish, he will usually find a smaller fish inside. However, the tail of the small
fish is never facing in the same direction as the tail of the large fish. On the contrary, the head of the
small fish is always facing the tail of the large fish. This indicates that the large fish did not make the
effort to catch the small fish; the small fish swam right into the large fish. So too, a person need not spend
all his effort trying to earn a living; Hashem will make sure that his living will come right to him!"

A Thoughtful and Sensitive Person would say:

"You may be only one person in the world, but you may also be the world to one person."
DEDICATED FOR THE YAHRZEIT OF RIZHA ROCHEL BAS AVROHOM SHLOMO A"H KURZ
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standing before him, and smiling sadly, said, "So why should I be angry at you? Your shul was not called
to support Torah - you are not Betzalel!" R' Elchanan's message is clear: If people do not answer your
pleas, do not be discouraged - have emunah - faith, and forge ahead.

TORAH GEMS
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Although all of Klal Yisroel were involved in
donating and collecting the necessary materials for
the construction of the Mishkan, the Torah makes
special mention of the role of women in the
preparation of the fabrics and hides used for
sewing and weaving the exquisite tapestries. They
are referred to as, "Women whose hearts inspired
them with wisdom.” Rabbeinu Yaakov Baal
HaTurim ZT"L draws an interesting comparison
between here and the posuk in Megillas Esther,
MPOYIAS 9> NN DWIN 99 - "And all the women
should give honor to their husbands,” as they
contain similar words. But what is the deeper
message contained in this unique similarity?

A story is told about a young man who was ena-
mored with the concept of marrying a girl of higher
intelligence, with degrees in all forms of advanced
education. Eventually, he married a young woman
from a highly educated family in Germany,
however, it was not long before he began to feel
inferior to his wife. She belittled him for not being
as smart as she was, and showed him very little
respect. He was reduced to a shmatte in her eyes.

After some time, he went to speak with his rebbi,
R' Yisroel Salanter ZT'"L, about his predicament.
After discussing a number of options, R' Yisroel
said to the distraught man, "The situation that you
put yourself in is one of great risk. This is the
warning that the Baal HaTurim is giving us in
Parshas Vayakhel. When a man is married to a
'woman with great wisdom,' she tends to feel
superior to her husband and may disrespect him for
his lack of scholarship. Thus, the second posuk,
'women should give honor to their husbands' - a
royal decree - is necessary and imperative."
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The Medrash Tanchuma tells us that Moshe
was greatly troubled over the fact that he had no
role in the actual construction of the Mishkan.
Hashem saw Moshe’s despair and hid the secret of
how to build the Mishkan from Klal Yisroel so that
Moshe would have to build it. Bnei Yisroel tried to
construct it and they couldn’t. They asked the
"1 - Elders, to try, but they too failed. They then
turned to Betzalel and Oholiov to put it up, but
they were just as unsuccessful. The people became
anguished from witnessing all these failures.
Seeing that no one was worthy to be able to
construct the Mishkan, they turned to Moshe who
completed the construction. This would seemingly
cause him great happiness. Such an honor should
elate Moshe, yet the Medrash tells us that even
Moshe felt anguish. Where was the simchah and
joy that should have accompanied the realization of
being awarded the distinction of assembling the
holy Sanctuary? How could Moshe feel sadness at
this time, and what caused his anguish?

R’ Henach Leibowitz Shlit’a answers that
Moshe’s personal happiness and joy was totally
eclipsed by seeing the anguish and frustration of
Bnei Yisroel. His nation’s feelings were his own.
His emotions were in tune with theirs. Such is the
selflessness needed in a leader. A leader must feel
completely at one with his people to the extent that
his own gains seem insignificant in the face of their
troubles. His happiness must be relinquished for
their sadness. Only then can a nation love, respect
and obey such a devoted leader. Klal Yisroel was
in pain; not only was it inappropriate, it was
impossible for Moshe to feel happiness for his
personal accomplishments.
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In every generation, we have the frequent occasion to marvel at the equanimity with which our
Gedolim confront even the most difficult of situations. It is the product of their absolute trust in Hashem's
justice and kindness. Whether it involves monetary appeals for the upkeep of their yeshivos, halachic
disputes, or the well-being of their talmidim and all of Klal Yisroel, our leaders and manhigim teach us
the manner with which to approach every situation; with the credo, 72y 205 XN YT NN S - "All
that Hashem does, He does for the good" - on their lips.

In the latter half of the 1930's, the Baranovitch Rosh Yeshivah, R' Elchanan Wasserman ZT''L
HY'"D, arrived in America to raise seriously needed funds for his yeshivah. He was embraced by the
various religious congregations and organizations and money was raised on his behalf. On one of his
numerous fund-raising appeals, R' Elchanan was scheduled to deliver an address. But before he began
speaking at a local Boro Park synagogue, he was warned not to expect too much out of this particular
synagogue, since the rabbi would almost certainly speak after his address, and he "had rachmanus -
compassion” on his congregants’ money.

Undaunted, R' Elchanan spoke, tears rolling down his cheeks, about the dedication and poverty of his
young scholars. "It costs us $80 a week to buy bread for the entire Yeshiva," he said passionately. "If you
buy a week's bread for us, then the zechus of learning Torah for that week belongs to you. Give me $80,
just about $11.50 a day, for Torah. They are starving,” he ended, weeping. "They are sleeping on straw.
Please, please help them!" The people were mesmerized by the sight of this great and renowned
European Rosh Yeshivah pouring out his heart.

But then the synagogue rabbi stood up and the moment passed. In his professionally tapered pulpit
style, he graciously thanked Rabbi Wasserman for his moving description. Then, he jauntily told his
congregation, "This man is a great Rosh Yeshivah. Every dollar you give to his Yeshivah is holy. So let us
give him a few dollars."” A few small pledges dribbled in. "Not more than $80," he thought sadly.

After services had ended, the synagogue rabbi approached R' Elchanan and asked if he was angry that
they did not raise alot of money.

“Chalilah - Heaven forbid!" he exclaimed, surprised at the question, "I am not angry at all and I'll tell
you why. It's actually very simple. It says in the Torah that when Hashem commanded Moshe Rabbeinu
to build the Mishkan - Tabernacle, He told him to call Betzalel, the architect and master-builder, by name
and he would build it. So Moshe did just that. But when he searched for Betzalel, do you think he was
angry at all those people who were not Betzalel? Of course not!" R' Elchanan looked calmly at the rabbi
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