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of Yaakov Avinu, he was aware that his brother Esav was
comingtoward him with four hundred fighters, readytodo
battle. So, he did what a Jew must do. He prepared himself
in three ways: Tefillah (prayer), for a Jew’s most potent

A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Halachos Pertaining tothe “Torah” Table (8)
Washing for Bread. Laws of Chatzitza. (cont.) Last week we
discussed the types of chatzitza (obstruction) that invalidate the
washing. However, something that is applied to the hands for
beauty is not a problem even if it covers most or all of the
washing area of the hand. This is because the person specifically
wants it on the skin or nails, and it thus becomes like part of the
body (1). An example of this is nail polish. It has thickness and is
worse than ballpoint ink which one can’t feel. Yet, the washing
is valid because it is there for beauty. If the polish becomes
cracked and one is embarrassed to go out like that, it invalidates
the washing. Based on this, a ring should not be called an
obstruction since it is there for beauty. Still, rings are a problem
since it is common to remove them when kneading dough and
similar activities. If, indeed, a lady never removes them (except
when she goes to the mikvah) they may stay on for washing ().
Application to the Laws of Tefillin: Toupees. It is appropriate
to mention an important halachic question that many people
are not aware of. In the laws of Tefillin, we generally hold like
the Ro’sh that a person can not have any chatzitza between the
Tefillin and the places on the body on which they are placed.
(The Rashb’a disagrees and when one has no choice he does
like the Rashba 3)) The Birkei Yosef (Chida) holds that the
laws of chatzitza regarding Tefillin are stricter than those for
immersion and hand washing. Even things that are there for
beauty will invalidate the mitzvah of Tefillin because the Torah
requires nothing less than “a sign on your hand.” 4 Others
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R’ Meir Leibush Malbi’m ZT”’L would say:

b noen .

weapon is his power of tefillah; Gifts. Historically, a well-
placed “gift” or bribe often did the trick; And war. Yaakov
divided his family into two camps in classic battle formation.
Sometimes, a Jew is forced to fight to defend himself.
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and equate Tefillin to the laws of immersion and washing (3.
This is relevant to different types of toupees that some people
wear. Those that come off easily should be taken off. There are
certain types that are sewn or attached to the head for months at
a time. R* Moshe Feinstein ZT”’L () seems to be lenient by
this sort of toupee while others are strict. One faced with this
question must be guided by a Rov. These cases are not just
preferences but can invalidate the mitzvah.

Straps Under the Boxes. One must be careful to wind his
leather Tefillin straps in a way they don’t end up between the
Tefillin box and the arm. Some hold that since it is leather on
leather (w1 ) it is not an obstruction. Others hold that the
laws of Tefillin are stricter. The Mishna Berurarules that it is
preferable to be careful but the basic halacha s that it is kosher.
Sleeve or Yarmulka Under Straps. If part of a shirt sleeve
mistakenly ended up under the Tefillin straps that bind the box to
the muscle area above the elbow he has not fulfilled the mitzvah
according to most poskim. He must pull out the sleeve (without
needing toremove the Tefillin and re-binding them (8)) but should
not make a second beracha because according to the Rashba he
had indeed fulfilled the mitzvah. The same is true if he realized
that part of his yarmulka was under the straps around his head.
After a Haircut one should wash his hair with shampoo or
soap before putting on Tefillin. R> S’ Z’ Auerbach ZT’L has
been quoted as permitting this. After a shower or immersion in a
Mikvah, one should dry his head and arm very well both to
remove any doubt of chatzitza and to protect the Tefillin ).
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“Why did Rochel have to die early? Because in truth, she married Yaakov after her sister was already married to

him, something which is forbidden in the Torah. Yet, before Matan Torah it was still permitted, and plus she had a
purpose on this world to give birth to two of the twelve shevatim. However, once Hashem blessed Yaakov and
assured him of His everlasting guidance, Yaakov was now perceived as in a state of after Matan Torah. As such, he
could not remain married to both sisters, and Rochel, who had delivered her second child, was taken from this world.”

R’ Yerucham Levovitz ZT”L (Mashgiach of Mir) would say:
“Kindness and consideration for others is an inborn trait of human maturity. Someone who is utterly selfish
works to suppresses this natural quality. That is one reason why selfishness is a sin; it is against the law of nature.”

A Wise Man would say:

“Frame eve‘?r so-called ‘disaster’ with these six words: ‘In five years, will this matter?””’

MAZEL TOV TO MR & MRS YOSSI SCHWARTZ ON THE AUFRUF OF THEIR SON, MORDECHAI (MARTY) ™)
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR

HAVE IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOQ.COM.
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Before the advent of the State of Israel, the ongoing battle for supremacy of the hearts and minds of the Jewish
residents wholived there, wasa major political agenda. Theirreligious Zionists whoasserted their formidable musclein
the hopes of doing away with traditional Torah Judaism and values, found an implacable antagonist and more than
capable opponent in the great spiritual leader of the Chareidi Kehillah, R’ Y osef Chaim Sonnenfeld ZT”’L. [t was R’
YosefChaim whorailed against the influence of the > n (secularists) and protected the independence of the religious
community,includinghelpingtoestablishmanyofthe ChareidineighborhoodsthroughoutYerushalayim.

Of course, the methods used by the secularists to impress their views upon the citizenry were of a much more forceful
and brutish nature than that of their religious counterparts, and inevitably R’ Yosef Chaim found himself directly in the
crosshairsoftargetedattacksbytheimpertinentsecularists.

One afternoon, as R’ Yosef Chaim sat in his house learning with his grandson, a band of five unruly ruffians stormed
into thehouse and began to verbally abuse him. Shouting vile epithets athim and “his ilk,” they hoped to intimidate him
and maybe “rough him up” a bit to get his attention. His grandson quickly fled into a far corner and watched in shocked
incredulity as the hoodlums continued to heap abuse and implied threats upon the calm and serene face of his holy
grandfather. Inasmuch as they continued to shout and carry on with almost drunken abandon, R’ Yosef Chaim sat
serenely in his place looking down into his gemara, not moving a muscle and not showing any emotion. It looked as if
hehadn’teven heard them even though theytowered over him and shouted directlyintohis face.

Suddenly, R* Yosef Chaim stood up and unbuttoned the top button of his shirt. Then, he forcefully pulled open his
shirt and the garment underneath, revealing the skin over his heart. Turning to face his would-be attackers, his eye’s
ablaze, the sound of his voice seeming to emanate from an other-worldly place, the holy Tzaddik roared: “Shoot me! Kill
me! Do what you want! I am prepared to die Al Kiddush Hashem! But I refuse to budge even a tiny drop from what 1
knowisrightand true.” R’ Yosef Chaim stared at the suddenly shriveled rioters and said: “You can tell the people who
sent you that the Chareidim will notbe intimidated by hooligans. You will not dictate how we think and what we do. We
will continue to do what’s right and no amount of threats will scare us!” Amazingly, the five ruffians shrank back, their
venom had oozed out of them entirely. Silently, they turned and hurried out of the Rov’shouse.

Later, R’ Yosef Chaim told a group of talmidim what had inspired him to act the way he did. “In truth, I learned this
from our holy father, Yaakov Avinu. When Esav was coming toward him with four hundred men, Rashi tells us that he
came with hatred in his heart. He really wanted to kill Yaakov! Yaakov, too, felt animosity toward his brother and
prepared himselffor theinevitableconfrontation. Whathappened when Esav gotthere? The Torahtellsus: ‘He (Yaakov)
bowed seven times until he came close to his brother.” With each bow, Yaakov attempted to find merit in his brother, to
release hishatred and “come close” toEsav. By allowing his brotherly emotions toovercome his rational misgivings, he
shone alight of tolerance and love into Esav’s heart, which had the miraculous effect of softening Esav until he, too, felt
mercytowardhisbrother, Yaakov, runningtohimandkissinghim wholeheartedlyand with brotherlylove.”

R’ Yosef Chaim concluded, “When those five ruffians stood over me, I began to think of all the love and affection that
I have for them, as fellow Jews. Although they may be misguided, they are our brothers, nonetheless. And even if my
words were harsh, they were spoken out of sincerity and with love toward all Jews. They must have felt this love and it

softenedthem!”

Swn: A young man came to the Chofetz Chaim ZT”L
requesting a blessing to be exempted from the draft in
Czarist Russia. Butthe Chofetz Chaimrefused the request
and said cryptically: “Siz gut tzu kenen shison.” (“It’s
good to know how to shoot”). The young man was aghast
at this response and eventually was drafted into the army
where he was forced to serve for anumber of years.
Thirtyyears later, during WWII, this young man escaped
from the Warsaw Ghetto and was captured by Russian
partisans in the forest who intended to shoot him. He told
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CORRECTION: Two weeks ago, the
storyinvolving the““KovnoKollel” was
misquoted. It isunknown which kollel it

was. Weregretthemisunderstanding.

them that he could help them fight the Germans but the
partisans just laughed and said they were not interested in
training some Jew how to shoot a gun. At that point, he
told them thathe was alreadytrained from his army service
and showed them that he knew how to use arifle.

With G-d’s help he survived the war as an active member
of the partisans, always remembering the prophetic words
of the Chofetz Chaim, “Siz guttzu kenenshison.”

Swna: A Yid generally avoids violence but there comes a
time when even a Jew has to stand up and fight. In the case
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Yaakov urged his brother Esav to accept his generous
gift with the following words: “For now I have seen your
face is like the Face of G-d, and you favored me.” Rashi
explains that Yaakov hinted to Esav that he was unafraid
of him since he had already seen the face of the angel of
Esav and done battle with him. Why was this necessary?
Did Yaakov think that he could win over Esav so easily?

The answer may be explained based on the words of
Chazal (n>non): “A man is forbidden to gaze into the
face of a wicked man.” The Maharsha ZT”L explains
thataccordingtothe sages of Kabbalahthe countenance of
one’s face reflects his character. An unclean spirit rests
upon the wicked man and if one looks directly at his face
theevil spiritwill alsorestupon him.

R’ Eliyohu Lopian ZT”’L (Lev Eliyohu), analyzes this
kabbalistic interpretation and says that sight is a spiritual
propertylocated in the brain that is connected by nerves to
the eyes through which vision is transmitted. Hence, ifone
looks into the face of a wicked man, this harms the
spiritual power of sight in the brain, and an unclean spirit
will rest upon him. That is why our sages prohibited us
from looking into the face of a wicked man. In fact, thisis
not mere MTYN N1 (pious behavior), but an actual
prohibition. If one transgresses this prohibition, he will
later notice an evil thought passing through his mind and
wonder from where such an evil or lustful or arrogant
thought came. In truth, the unclean spirit of the wicked
man whois lustful or arrogant has clung tohim.

Thus, Yaakov was making his point very clear to Esav:
“You may come with soldiers and armies but I am unafraid.
I have the seen the face of your angel, and defeated him in
mortal combat. But I refuse to look at your evil face!”
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As Rochel Imeinu was delivering her second child, she
languishedin thethroesofterrible labor. The midwife tried
to ease her mind a bit and even before the baby was fully
delivered, she informed Rochel that it was a boy. How
could she have known before the baby was born? R’
Zalman Sorotzkin ZT”L answers that in fact the baby
was breeched! He was born feet first and his thrashing legs
caused his mother immeasurable pain until she died. But not
beforeher mind wassetatease; her second son had been born.

On a lighter note, a story is told about the Ridva’z, R’
Yaakov Dovid Wilevsky ZT”’L, who was once traveling
onatrain, when a frantic man rushed intohis car and cried,
“Rebbe, please help. My wife is not due to give birth for a
few more weeks but she suddenly went into labor here on
thetrain! Whatcan I do?Please, you musthelpher?”

R’ Yaakov Dovid shrugged helplessly. “What can [ do?”
he asked. But the man was in a state of panic and would
not leave until the Ridvaz finally told him, “Go back and
saythekapitel'ypoy noaaww' seventimes.... backwards!”

The man ran out of the train car and all was still for a
few minutes. After a while, the man had calmed down and
came back into the Ridvaz’s car to inform him that the
labor had stopped and his wife was doing okay.

Another Rov who was traveling with R’ Yaakov Dovid
could hardly contain his curiosity. “Where did you come
up with that? I have never heard of such a segulah before
in my life! How did you know about this?”’

Once again, the Ridvaz shrugged. “T’ll tell you the truth,
Chazal tell us that if a woman is 799 nwpn' (experiencing a
difficult labor), one should say "\»by “noaawy’ seven times
as a segulah to open up her womb. I figured that if you say it
seven times backwards ... that would seal it shut!!”

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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Samael, the angel of Esav that wrestled with Yaakov, is the personification of the evil that seeks to overpower good. In

asking the angel’s name, Yaakov hoped to identify his power so that he may be aware of it and more capable of overcoming
it. We, too, must learn to overcome this power. This is why we so often fail a life-test - a w1 (lit. a banner). For if one would
see a warning “banner” before him, preparing him for each test and tribulation, he would surely emerge victorious.

The angel, however responded by saying, “I have no fixed name.” (Rashi) The Satan is very clever. He comes in many
disguises. Sometimes he comes dressed as a hostile enemy and other times as a friend - even a Torah scholar! No matter how
he looks, the faster we identify him and prepare ourselves for the “fight” - the more certain we will be of victory.

When my son was a little boy, his grandmother told him he could go to the nosh cabinet and take one Shabbos treat. He ran
excitedly into the kitchen but he didn’t come out for close to ten minutes. We all wondered what took so long. When he
finally emerged, I immediately asked him, ‘“What took you so long to pick out one treat?” His answer was startling. “When I
stood in front of the cabinet, with all the treats before me, my yetzer hara started telling me to take a whole bunch of goodies,
instead of just one. He kept nudging me for a long time. But you know what? In the end, I didn’t listen to him!”

From the mouth of babes! But if even a small child can recognize that it is much better to overpower and overcome the
insidious designs of the yezter hara, shouldn’t WE identify his evil in our everyday lives - and do away with him for good?!




