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The Medrash tells us that Hashem struck the Canaanim with a plague
coinciding with the visit of the spies, in order that the spies could traverse
the land unhindered. By being preoccupied with their dead and dying,
Hashem miraculously arranged that the spies go unnoticed by the huge
giants that occupied the land. Seeing the Canaanim burying and bitterly
mourning their many dead, however, the spies concluded that Canaan was
a murderous land.

The spies could have arrived at that conclusion, says the Steipler
Gaon, R' Yaakov Yisrael Kanievski ZT''L, only because they wanted
to; Chazal say that a person is led down the path which he has chosen for
himself. The spies were determined, for whatever reason, to come back
with a bad report, and they therefore took the very thing which Hashem
did out of kindness to them and turned it against Him. Simple logic should
have shown them that their conclusion was wrong: If Canaan was a
murderous land, its inhabitants would have been accustomed to it and
would have lost some of their sensitivity to death. They would not have
been mourning or displaying any signs of despondency. When a person
has prejudged an event, however, logic will not sway him.
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R' Yosef Kahaneman ZT'"L (Ponovezher Rov) would say:

"We are told that when one leaves a cemetary, he should not retrace his
steps precisely, rather go out in a different path from the way he came in.
Of course! How can any thinking person go to a cemetery and come back
the same as he went?"

R' Adin Kronenglass ZT"L would say:
"Friends are those rare people who ask how we are and then wait to
actually hear the answer!"

R' Abraham J. Twerski Shlit''a would say:

"A wise man was asked, 'Is there anything a person can do to alleviate
his desire for revenge, since the Torah forbids acting vengefully? He
answered, 'Do sometthing to improve yourself. When you become a better
person, it will torment your enemies to no end!' "
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by very often and indeed, a special occasion it was.

The shamash brought the wine and poured a bit into the two rebbe's
glasses. However, R' Yochanan declined to drink from the wine and
indicated that he preferred drinking from the locally produced wine. The
host and many of the chassidim present were surprised and slightly
dismayed that the rebbe of Rachmastrivk would not partake in this
special wine, and they asked him to explain his reluctance.

"I am not a wine connoisseur," he began, with a hint of a smile on his
lips, "However, because of this fact, I felt that it was possible, even a bit
likely, that I personally might not like it. It may be hard on my stomach
or cause me to become lightheaded, even though I am sure, as you say,
the wine is quite excellent. But for me to dislike it in any way, would
cause me to sin against the fruits of Eretz Yisroel, like the Meraglim did,
fruits that the Torah praised. This I cannot do!"
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Rashi writes: "Hashem did not object.” But can we really equate
Hashem's not objecting with sending the spies "by word of Hashem"?
Also, why does the Torah tell us that the spy from the tribe of Ephraim
was Hoshea bin Nun and only later tell us that Moshe renamed him
Yehoshua? Why not roll all of this information into one posuk?

R' Yaakov Kamenetzky ZT'"L answers that Bnei Yisroel demanded
that spies be sent. Even so, Bnei Yisroel still had to ask Hashem who they
should send as spies. This they did, and the Urim V'tumim - the oracle on
the Kohen Gadol's breastplate, responded with twelve names, among
them "Hoshea bin Nun." It was only Moshe who called him "Yehoshua"
as an added means of protection. This is what our posuk means when it
says that Moshe sent the spies "by the word of Hashem," i.e., the spies
themselves were appointed by the word of Hashem. Okay. But why didn't
the Urim V'tumim advise that spies weren't really necessary? Because the
Urim V'tumim answers only the precise question which it is asked. Thus
we see in the Book of Shoftim, that the Urim V'tumim was asked, "Who
should lead us into battle?" and it responded, "Yehuda." The Urim
V'tumim did not however warn Bnei Yisroel that they would lose the
battle. Bnei Yisroel had already decided to go into battle, and had not
asked for advice on that point, so Hashem did not "interfere."
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Rashi explains the juxtaposition of the parsha dealing with the 051 -
spies, to the previous one dealing with the sin of Miriam. "Since Miriam
had been punished for evil talk which she had spoken against her brother ,
and these wicked people saw and did not take heed". Chazal teach us that
judgement and the harsh decree of death in the midbar - wilderness, was
decided upon the Bnei Yisroel primarily on account of the Lashon Hora
that the spies spoke and the people listened to.

The story is told over in chassidishe circles that one time the great
rebbe, R' Yochanan of Rachmistrivka ZT''L, came for a surprise visit to
the home of his holy brother, R' Yitzchok of Skver ZT'L. It was quite an
exciting event and aside from the family members who beamed constantly
and hurried to and fro, waiting on the great men in meticulous detail to
their every need, the townspeople of the city of Skver were hardly able to
contain their excitement and converged en masse on the home of their
rebbe, hoping to catch a glimpse of the two holy brothers and possibly
hear some wondrous Torah thoughts from their lips.

A sumptous meal was prepared in honor of the guest and in celebration,
R' Yitzchok, the host, asked his shamash - sexton, to go bring a very
special bottle of wine that was imported from Eretz Yisroel and was only
to be served on very special occasions. A guest such as this did not come
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