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Ari Hakadosh, Rabbeinu Yitzchok Luria ZT”L (Kavanos Ha’Ariza”l) writes: 

     “ wt hbj lb,hwur,  - The first letters of these words form the acronym whjtw - ‘my brother.’ This is an allusion to Yisro

being a reincarnation of Kayin, the brother of Hevel, whose soul transmigrated into Moshe. Kayin was the one who

said, wihhs ,hku ihs ,hkw - ‘there is no accounting and there is no judge’ (Targum Yonason). He corrected this in Yisro’s

lifetime by helping Moshe with judging the people. Similarly, the Medrash says that Kayin and Hevel quarrelled

over a sister who was born with Hevel. To atone for this, Yisro gave Moshe his daughter Tzipporah as a wife. And

when Hevel was killed, Kayin took possession of his sheep; in the desert, Yisro gave Moshe his sheep to herd.”
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lynp: The last posuk in the parsha tells us that when we

construct the ramp leading up to the Mizbeach (altar), it

should be a flat surface, not like stairs. If the Kohanim were

required to mount the altar on steps, raising their legs would

seem to expose their private parts to those steps, and the    

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"ause lhbjn vhvu" - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (39)

Inscription on a Washing Cup (cont.). We mentioned, last
week, that washing cups with the written words "ohsh ,khyb kg"
protruding from the side of the cup, may be kept in a
bathroom. This week, I looked again and noticed that some
cups are written with Ksav Ashuri (Sefer Torah lettering), and
a number of weeks ago, we discussed how even though some
(1) permit this, others feel that it is preferable to be strict and not
to take such lettered writing into a bathroom, among them R’
Moshe Feinstein ZT”L (2). One who wishes to follow this

stringency should use such a washing cup for bread and the
like, and keep it outside the bathroom.
Quoting Posukim: Leniencies. There are a number of
situations where one may be lenient regarding quotes of
posukim, and does not have to treat them with any special
kedusha, meaning that they can be thrown away as is. These
include quoting: 
1)      One single word from a posuk, even if the rest is apparent
but not written, such as the word ",cvtu".   
2)  Two words from a posuk if they are not a complete
thought, such as "sus rnthu". However, if they are a complete
thought or mitzvah, such as "lhbck o,bbau" (3) or if the words
are torn off from the full quote as it states in the chumash,
such as "/// van rnthu",  it needs to be put into shaimos.

Torah frowns upon even the slightest act of immodesty. Now,

the altar and steps are inanimate objects which are not

conscious of a Kohen’s body. Yet, the Torah commands us to

refrain from shaming them; surely one must be careful never

to cause shame or embarrassment to another human being!

`"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

3)    Even three words that usually contain a full thought,
however, if they are not a meaningful phrase, they are not
considered holy, such as "/// kg ohre ohn" without the final word
of the posuk ("apb"). (4)

4)     Four words from a posuk should always be put into
shaimos, unless someone uses the words of a posuk as a slogan
or cute expression without really intending to mean the posuk.
For example: 

"e,bh vrvnc tk akuanv yujvu" (5) - on an invitation, to
note the presence of three generations.

"jhkm, ushc wv .pju" (6) - to give someone a beracha.
"jhkmh vagh rat kf" (7) - to wish someone success.

5)     Changing the posuk from singular to plural, plural to
singular, first to second or third person, or vice versa, or  in any
other way. For example:

"wv oac ohtcv ohfurc" - In the posuk (8) it is singular.
"lupsrh sxju cuy lt" - In the posuk (9) it is first person.

6)         Reporting a fact or story with words from a posuk, such
as saying, “When the Rosh Yeshivah entered, everyone began
singing "ehsmk gurz rut".” (10)

7)      A common expression that would be said even if it
wasn’t a posuk, such as, ".rtv in shxj sct" on a notice for a
funeral or hesped. (Rav Elyashiv ZT”L)
     The above is based on Sefer Ginzei Hakodesh perek 9.

•

•
•

•
•

R’ Simcha Zissel Ziv ZT”L (Alter from Kelm) would say:

     “If a person saw someone hauling trash in an automobile, he would certainly say, ‘How foolish this person is to

use such a precious object for such a coarse purpose.’ The power of speech is a precious Divine gift to man, to be

used for prayer and Torah study. How foolish it is for a person to use it for gossip and profane talk.” 

A Wise Man would say:
    “We could learn a lot from crayons. Some are sharp, some are pretty, and some are dull. Some have weird names,

and some are very colorful. But in the end, they all have to live in the same box.”                  



     The incredible unity of Klal Yisroel is described here by Rashi as "sjt ckc sjt ahtf" - “Like one man with one heart.” It
was, indeed, a most extraordinary level of unity. And yet, in last week’s parsha, when the Egyptians were chasing after the
Jewish people, they are also described as acting with unity - (h-sh) "sjt ahtf sjt ckc". Can it possibly be that the Egyptians also
achieved this lofty level of holiness, this incredible achdus? If so, then what’s the big deal when the Jews did it as well? 
    The Rebbe of Sochatchov (Avnei Nezer) explains that in fact, there are two kinds of Achdus. One is the unity formed when
people band together for a common goal. They may not necessarily love each other, in fact, they may even dislike each other,
but they look away for the sake of their common goal. The Allies vs. Axis in World War II is a perfect example of this. The
Allies (U.S., U.K., Russia) didn’t trust each other but still fought against the evil Axis (Germany, Italy, Japan) who also disliked
one another. This, too, was the unity of the Egyptians as they chased the Jews with murderous rage. They had one goal in their
hearts: WE WANT THOSE SLAVES BACK! Their unity was not coming from love but rather from a common hatred. 
     The other type of unity was that of the Jewish people, who were united like “One man with one heart” at Har Sinai.
That is how much they cared about each other. They shared each other’s joy and felt each other’s pain, as if it were their
own. They were like one single individual person, and that is why they were able to be united with one heart, one deep and
passionate desire to receive the Torah and live by it! And we should know that the greatest benefit we receive when we
unite in this way is that Hashem Himself joins the union and we all become ONE INDIVIDUAL WITH ONE HEART!
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     The parsha of the Aseres Hadibros is the quintessential parsha in the Torah because it sets forth the foundation of our
emunah. In fact, the Rishonim tell us that these Ten Commandments are kkuf all 613 (d"hr,) mitzvos. The question is, if you

look at the Dibros, it is understandable why the first nine are of great importance, since they talk about matters of faith - not
serving Avoda Zara, Shabbos, honoring your parents, who are the true transmitters of Torah to future generations. Not to
steal or murder is likewise understandable. But the tenth commandment - "sunj, tk" - what is it doing in the Aseres

Hadibros altogether? This commandment instructs us not to be envious of another’s home, wealth, wife, etc. This mitzvah

belongs in Parshas Kedoshim, the parsha that deals with interpersonal matters, urhcjk ost ihc, the parsha that states:
"lunf lgrk ,cvtu". It does not seem to be one of the yesodos - the fundamental lessons of Yiddishkeit.
    Well, the answer, I believe, is that "sunj, tk" IS truly one of the most important mitzvos in emunah and hashgacha

pratis. It teaches a Yid to recognize and believe that not only did Hashem create the world and take us out of Mitzrayim, but
He is intimately involved with every detail of our lives. If you don’t believe that your wife is the one the Ribono shel Olam

destined for you, or that your home/car/parnassa are all His doing, then how can you pray on Rosh Hashanah and say that
Hashem writes down "r "a«$g"h h %nU h%b$g"h h %n" and think, “If only I had his job/house/wife”? That is denying the first commandment
of "wv hfbt" and it is the greatest lapse in emunah a person can have. "sunj, tk" is nothing less than a chelek of "wv hfbt".
     "uekjc jnav ?rhag uvzht" - Be happy with what Hashem gave you, for whatever you have is truly what you are meant to have.

 //// rvv sdb ktrah oa ijhu(c-yh)

stn rvv kf srjhu iacfv iagf ubag kghu atc wv uhkg srh rat hbpn ukf iag hbhx rvu wudu (jh-yh)
     Since time immemorial, no greater act of spiritual exaltation has ever been achieved by the likes of the human race, than
the "hbhx rv sngn" - the grandiose event of the Jewish nation receiving the Torah at Har Sinai. Their acceptance, their
“Kabolas HaTorah” at that moment in time elevated them from mere mortals to the status of celestial beings on par with the
angels themselves. Our sages teach us that it wasn’t until many hundreds of years later, when Mordechai and Esther led their
doomed brethren to a miraculous and overwhelming victory over the evil minions of Haman who wished to destroy them,
that the people awakened from a spiritual slumber and “recommitted” themselves to the Torah - "rcf ukcea vn unhhe". 
     Throughout the generations, there have been similar occasions of “recommitment” where select Jews have accepted and
strengthened their dedication to Torah, Tefillah and Teshuvah, bringing many of their brethren into the fold with them. In our
day and age, a remarkable “recommitment” to Torah study has been promulgated, a “movement” in recent years orchestrated
by yeshivah students no less, as they strive to incorporate the "gnabu vagb" of Har Sinai, with the "rcf ukcea vn unhhe"  of
Purim, in a modern-day Kabolas HaTorah, the likes of which haven’t been seen or experienced for quite some time.
         About eight years ago (5767-2007), a bochur learning in the prestigious Yeshivah Gedolah of Passaic, NJ, decided to do
something special in honor of the yahrzeit of his grandfather. His Zaida had passed away on the 14th of Adar - Purim - and his
grandson now wished to arrange a study session and siyum (completion of a portion of the Talmud), in the yeshivah on Purim
night. It was an admirable undertaking, as well as a zechus (merit) for his departed grandfather. But he had a major problem; it
was the night of Purim, when most of the yeshivah’s students went out collecting Tzedakah in groups that were arranged
weeks in advance. How would he get a minyan together in the yeshivah? After brainstorming with some friends, he had an
idea. He wrote a note and posted it on the yeshivah bulletin board. It read: “I am trying to get a minyan for a siyum on Purim
night. If you agree to learn for 90 minutes after Megillah laining, I will make a fleishig (meat) seudah followed by a siyum.” 
     A local askan by the name of Reb Mendy Hirth happened to see the notice and was intrigued by the concept. He
approached the bochur and told him what a great idea it was. He then offered to underwrite the cost of the meal. The bochur
was pleased but since he didn’t expect a big crowd to come, he thanked him but waved off the offer as unnecessary.
         What happened next was unexpected. Perhaps their interest was piqued at the thought of learning at this unique time,
possibly bored by the thought of another Purim spent endlessly driving around, dancing in circles, dizzy from drinking,
feigning excitement at the prospect of making someone write them a check, close to eighty boys committed to the concept! 
     Well, seeing that his idea was growing exponentially, the bochur now turned to Reb Mendy and took him up on his offer.
And Reb Mendy didn’t disappoint! On Purim night, eighty bochurim learned with a self-imposed diligence - why wouldn’t
they? - for an hour-and-a-half, made a siyum, enjoyed a delicious, hot seudah, and sang and danced to live music. Most
important, they all felt part of something special, something that colored and deepened their Simchas Purim and left them with
a richer sense of the possibilities of the Yom Tov. Perhaps they had achieved their own version of "rcf ukcea vn unhhe".
     The feeling evidently endured, because the following year, when Reb Mendy arranged another learning seder and
seudah, virtually the entire yeshivah - 180 strong - participated. A similar program was arranged for the Mesivta. A few
years later, with a shortened learning seder, seudah, raffles and entertainment for the upper three grades, the Yeshiva
Ketana of Passaic also joined in. Last year there were 21 yeshivos with over 2300 boys learning on Purim night.
     Reb Mendy Hirth is passionate about the Purim night program. He ticks off the benefits: avoiding Bitul Torah, which
extends to the many days beforehand arranging groups, costumes and limos; boys stay out trouble and danger, for which their
parents are most grateful; the concern of boys being devastated when no one wants to collect with them is gone. And, for
those who worry about lost revenue to Mosdos, Reb Mendy’s experience has been that people are happy to write a few bigger
checks in place of myriad smaller ones. Those interested in arranging such a program in their communities can reach Reb
Mendy Hirth at: ads@ykdir.com.

  /// ohrmn .rtn lh,tmuv rat lhekt wv hfbt
 lgrk rat kfu /// lgr ,hc snj, tk (sh'c-f)  

 vng vhbc hbau l,atu lhkt tc ur,h lb,j hbt van kt rnthu(u-jh)
        When Yisro arrived in the desert, he sent a message to
Moshe saying: “I, Yisro, your father-in-law, am coming to

you, as well as your wife and her two sons. If you will not

come out for my sake, come out for your wife’s sake, and if

you will not come out for your wife’s sake, come out for the

sake of her two sons.” (Rashi) Doesn’t this seem a bit
presumptuous on the part of Yisro, to demand that Moshe
“come out” to escort him, his daughter, and his grand-
children into the Jewish camp? Was this Yisro, demanding
that his son-in-law show him some respect?
   No, relates the Medrash Tanchuma, Yisro was not
looking for respect. Rather, he was forced to request that
Moshe come get him, since the camp of Bnei Yisroel was
encircled by the sucfv hbbg - the Heavenly Clouds of Glory,
which prevented unwanted visitors or objects (like enemy
missiles) from entering. He simply couldn’t get in! 
     Thinking fast, Yisro wrote his message on the length of an 
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arrow and sent the arrow soaring through the clouds (which
parted temporarily to allow this important message to get
through). The Medrash further relates that Uziel, the uncle of
Moshe and Aharon, found the arrow and brought it to his

nephew. When Moshe realized who was waiting for him
outside the camp, he quickly made his way outside, followed
by Aharon, his sons and the Elders. When people saw the
impressive group walking, they too, followed suit, and Yisro
was greeted with great respect by the huge throng of people.    
     Chassidim have a way of becoming ecstatic in their
adoration of the Rebbe. On one occasion, the Bobover
Rebbe, R’ Benzion Halberstam ZT”L (Kedushas Tzion)
came to a town where a throng of his admirers came out to
greet him. In their fervor, they unhitched the horses from the
Rebbe’s coach and put the harness over themselves, dragging
his wagon into town. The Rebbe protested vehemently. 
    “No, no,” he pleaded. “You’re missing the point. My life’s
work is to convert animals into mentschen (people of
integrity) and instead you are making mentschen into horses!”
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lyn: One of the most revered Torah educators of recent

memory, was Rabbi Menachem Manis Mandel Z”L. For

over sixty years he led the Yeshivah of Brooklyn with a

combination of wisdom, decency and old-school values

that endeared him to students and parents alike. 

     Rabbi Mandel was very involved with the education of

his students but nevertheless, he undertook the burden, year

after year, to personally handle student application requests,

as well as registration. One time-consuming aspect of that

was to negotiate tuition contracts with individual parents.

    When the Rabbi was well advanced in years, he was asked

why he didn’t give that job over to someone else. He

explained that there are many parents who have difficulty

making ends meet for a variety of reasons. Parents are very

concerned, and rightfully so, that such information remain

confidential. They would share private matters with Rabbi

Mandel knowing that it would remain a secret between them.

He was reluctant, therefore, to have anyone else privy to this

information, even though it meant that he would have to

continue to spend countless hours busy with registration.


