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Chazal explain the phrase #0215 »INN" - after your hearts, to refer to

. | heresy and false beliefs. We generally associate affairs of the heart with
| carnal lust and desires, while heresy is normally the product of a thinking

process, and it's source is the brain. Why then, does the Torah equate

| heresy with the heart?

R' Elchanan Wasserman ZT"L HY"D, explains that associating
faith with intellect is a fallacy. The Torah requires a thirteen year old boy

| to believe the fundamentals of our faith, concepts that some of the

foremost philosophers are unable to grasp. If these concepts are beyond
the understanding of mature adults, how can a mere Bar-Mitzvah boy be

| expected to conceive of them?

However, the fundamentals of Emunah - faith, are easy to

| comprehend. Simple logic dictates that just as a house was constructed by

a builder, and a garment was fashioned by a tailor, so too, the world was

| created by a Creator. A young boy is certainly capable of comprehending

this. People tend to stumble because they obey the unbridled desires of
their heart. Their lust for pleasure blinds them into concocting different
philosophies to justify their immoral way of life. Thus, the Torah very

| aptly. identifies the heart as the source of heresy and false doctrines.

NAY MIYN 1Iva 1A HavN
Even in circumstances where one is permitted to remove dust from a
garment, (i.e. the garment is only slightly dusty), one may not use a
brush, nor may one rub or shake the garment vigorously. He may only

brush lightly by hand, with a dry cloth, or shake the garment lightly.

It is permitted to ask a gentile to remove dust from a garment. This

| constitutes an exception to the general rule that forbids asking a gentile to

do something that is prohibited for a Jew, on Shabbos. Since, the issur of
removing dust is disputed by some Poskim, with regard to having a

| gentile remove the dust, we may rely upon the lenient view.
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Chassid said about the technicalities of the house. Finally, the Rebbe
picked up his head, turned to the Chassid, and asked, "Can you tell me
my dear Chassid, about the windows in this house?"

The young man looked surprised. "The windows?"

"Yes," answered the Rebbe, looking directly at the man, "what do the
windows face? What will the children see when they look out of those
windows? Will they see good sights, visions of holiness, a view that will
enhance the Torah education they are receiving? Or, G-d forbid, will they
see negative sights that can drag them down? This is what is important
when you are to make a decision of such proportions - not the size of the
rooms, or the quality of the construction!"

R' Pinchos Menachem was thoughtful for a moment. "The street that
you are describing is a location where less-than-reputable people
frequently gather. If that is the sight that you and your children will see
from the windows, I would not buy that house!"
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The episode of the spies in the Torah is one which remains applicable
to this very day. The renowned Gaon, R' Yitzchok Elchanan Spector
ZT"L of Kovna, once told his students: Look and see how grave the
consequences are when man sins against his nation.

We learn that Hashem was willing to forgive the generation of the
Midbar for their many serious transgressions. They sinned with the Egel
Hazahav - the Golden Calf, and they were forgiven. Thereafter, was the
dispute involving Korach and his followers, and again the Bnei Yisroel

were forgiven. However, for the sin of the Meraglim and the fact that they _

spoke evil against Eretz Yisroel, requesting to return to Egypt, Hashem
refused to forgive them. This entire generation, that experienced the
Exodus from Egypt, was annihilated in the desert and the spies
themselves died an unnatural death.

All the sins in the world can be forgiven through repentance, said R'
Yitzchok Elchanan. However, the sin that man commits against his
nation, YN 0y, the Nation of Hashem........ that is not to be forgiven.
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This Possuk is a reference to the temptations and false ideas that can
lead a person to sin. What we see and what we choose are trials that face
us regularly in our everyday lives.
The story is told that a very pious Chassid came to the previous Gerrer

| Rebbe, R' Pinchos Menachem Alter ZT"L, and requested a private

audience with the Rebbe to discuss the purchase of a new home. This

| Chassid would ask the Rebbe for his insight on many personal issues in
- | his life, and he felt he needed some advice regarding this new purchase.
| When he got in to speak with the Rebbe, he began to describe the house,

in great detail to R' Pinchos Menachem. With great deliberation, he

| outlined the layout, the size of each and every room, it's amenities, and
| the good and bad qualities of the materials with which the house was

| constructed. He left out almost nothing when describing every minor

_ | detail and aspect of the house.

The Rebbe sat and concentrated deeply on every word that the




