
,cgu, hf /// v,g sgu ubhrugbn uhv vben habt o,rntu
 itm vgr kf ohrmn(sk'dk-un)ohngv in of,t khsctu - 

    ku,kugp rfa vhv, tka dts 'vnhrmn uhtmtm kfu uhct ,t shruvk ;xuh vruva
ohfunx o,uhvc hf 'ktrahk vcurn ,kgu, uz vshrhc vhvha gsh tuv 'vshxpvc tmuh
,"havc ecshvk hubp ock vhvh lf lu,nu 'ohrmn cuy kfc okfkfk u,kufhc vhvh uhkt
ktrah ,�H�v�J hf 'wvc .ueu v#h�k�tw ,bhjcc thv uz vshrha gsh od okut /ghrpn ihtc
aha ovhbpk ukdh ukkvu 'ohnvuznv ohhrmnv og ohrae hshk othcvk vkukg ohrmnc
,t urhvzh ohkusdv ot od /oh,ujpu ohhrnuj ohdubg,c dbg,vk ohkufhu 'wvzv okugw
kg oaur ohhrmnv ka ovh,ufhkv uagh 'gr sgu cuyn ohhrmnv og urcsh tka ohbyev
,hck sucfk obhta ohdaun ovk g�s#U�H lf lu,nu ktrah ivc ubhjch jrfvc hf 'ktrah
ohnhv ,ucrca aujk ah 'ovhbhgc xkeku dgkk ohhrmnv uhvh o,chxc ot odu /ktrah
vkg, rcf vpue, sug rucgfu 'ovhbhgc ohhuzc lf kf uhvh tk rcfu 'ofkvnk ukdr,h
'runjk vnusv ogv ohrjuc vc lrsv ,t UX�b�h ov odu ohhrmnv ohesum tna o,gs kg
ohfhrm o,shrhc ;fh,a ;xuh ihcv if kg /kdkd,vk ohrcsv ohkufh ifhv sg gsuh hnu
kkf ufrymh tka hsf 'ohhrmnv iunvn kscunv ouenc onmgk vrhhg gucek ktrah hbc

/o,ausec ohhe,vko,kufhc vhvh lf lu,n eru 'orhfvk
uhkg 'euhs r,hku /lfk ohfxh vgrp oda vagn ,uagk lhrm lf oaka ihcv okut    
cr truntv ka urntnk ubt ohfhrm 'vnk ihcvk hsfu /lfk ohfxha vgrp ,t wjhrfvkw
ost hbc kfu ',ughrh ohnau 'ohxunkue ohndtu 'uhs ohnhv kf uhvh otwa :(/th ,ca)
vbhsn dhvbvk hsfa ubsnkn vz rntn /w,uar ka vkkj cu,fk ohehpxn iht 'ihrkck
ukt ihgf ohabtcu 'sutn veung vcajn hkgc ohfhrm '(oa h"arhpf) sjt ouh er ukhpt

 

 cegh rnthu vkhkv ,trnc ktrahk ohekt rnthu
 hbbv rnthu cegh(c-un),ukhkc l,bunt ihbgc - 

    dvvvvnnnnffffjjjj    llllaaaannnnvvvvv"ceva ejmhu ovrct kmt ubhmn tk hrva 'euxpv kg sng 
'vkhkv ,utnc uk vkd,b v"cev itf ceghc er gusnu 'vkhkv ,utrnc ovk vkd,b
ubhhv" :k"zu 'vzk ogyv rtck c,fu /vzk ogyv c"mu (th 'jf) tmhu ,arpc ubhmn ifu
'vkhkc ,hekt ,ukd,v uhkt tc ifk 'rudk .rtk vmujk ,tmk ifun vhva hbpn
'kcck ukd :urnta unf 'ktrahc vbhfa vrua ',ukdv ,fajc 'vkhkc ;ta ,utrvk
ceghu 'vjbn ejmhu ',hrja ,khp, ieh, ovrct vzku /(/yf vkhdn) ovng vbhfa
/(/c ,ufrc) vkhkc ihcu ouhc ihc ohcre ova ohrspu ohrcht ovu (:uf ,ufrc) ,hcrg
unf 'ktrah .rtc vtur vhva hnk er k"ujc vrua vbhfav ihta k"z urnt vbvu
- ohrcht ,ryev unf 'vsucg ;ux ifk /(/vf) iye sgun ;ux 'ktezjh kg urnta
ouhc wv lbgh" rnt vzku !vz vbhc '(t 'c oa) vkhkc ;t dvub - ouhc erzbu yjab rcfa

/k"fg '"e"usu 'vkhkc uhkt vkdba '(c 'f ohkv,) "cegh hekt oa lcdah vrm
ouan ubhhv 'vkhkc teus ubhct ceghk vkd,b v"ceva ogyva 'uhrcsn rtucn    
lu,c oda ,uruvk 'vkhkc oukjc uhkt tc v"cevu ',ukdk lkv ubhct cegh era

'ohrmnc uhv tku ygnf wvcajn hkgcw ka daunv omg ',frc,n ohrmn v,hv tk
'[kkf ckv kg junv ,turhcdv tk hf 'ohhrnuju ohh,ujpohbhbgc ohpuya uhv ifku]
unmgc vgrpa vpht tkph tku /wveung vcajn hkgcw ovhbhc uhv tka ifa kfu
tuv ;xuha vtr tuv ';xuh ,t lhknvu 'wlkun scg ihtwa ohrmn heujn sjt kg rcg
kgcwk sutn veuez ohrmn ,fknnaf vzv eujv ,t ohhek rapt htu 'ubhnc shjh
odu 'cgr ,prjn ohrmn ,t khmv u,bhccjurca ohtur ifta hpfu 'u,unf wvcajn

/okugca iunnv kf #vh0k1t vpxta vbhsnv ,pue ,t rh�J2g0v
hjt utc rntk vgrp ,hc gnab kuevuw :(zy 'vn khgk) cu,fv rchs rat tuv     
wzp rmutw ov ukkva ihcv ;xuh hjt utca vgrpk gsubaf - wvgrp hbhgc cyhhu ;xuh
.rtvu 'u,unf wvcajn hkgcw vnv odu 'uhkt ohnus ;xuh hjta rgha tuv 'ohrmnk
tka ;xuh ihcv ifa iuhf /uhbhgc otuc cyuv ifku ',kgu, vcrv ovn ehpvk vkufh
ihc ockak aechu 'umrtca ,jshb vbhp vzhtc uksc,h ukkva vgrp ohfxh vrvnc

/haubtv ihnvn oh,ujpv og crg,vk ufrymh jrfvca iputc ,ufknv hra
aehc osuenu 'ohyuap ohabtf vgrp hbpk uh#j0t ,t dmhhk ;xuh aehc ifa iuhf     
;t kgu 'uhbhgc ofrg ygn,, o,chxca ohrcs vgrp hbpk rnukn uaujh tka ovn
ohfhrm ohause ktrah kct 'uhbhgc ij tumnk vmur sjt kfa wlknwc rcusna

 /wv hbhgc ijv shxpvk vchx thv vgrp hbhgc ijv hf 'vz kg r,uuk
'vgy tka ofhpn rac,vk ubumrca ubhc, wofhagn vnw ,gsk aechaf ifku    
'scug tuv uca ouj,c wruxpurpw tuv ofnn sjt kfu 'ohrafunv og ohbnb ofbvu
,ubnut hvuza ;t kg 'wvben habtw ot hf ofbhta ,ntv ,t unhkg, kt o,tu
lanvc ohtur iftu /vhkgc ,t vzcn thv kkf lrscu 'vcajn vcrv vfhrm vbhta
ugbnb tk ovu wofhagn vnw o,ut kta vgrp 'vagn vhv lfa (d 'zn ikvk) varpv

/uhbhgc ij utmnh tka hsf ',ntv kf uk rnukn
ieh, ubhct cegh teusa 'ruthc vz ogynu /ovng ihhsg vbhfav laujvu ,ukdv
,"hav laujv lu,c oda ,uruvk 'laujv inzc kkp,vk ubhhvu ',hcrg ,khp,
ot (:zf) ,ufrc wndc uekjbs 'rhgvk ah obnt /,hyrp vjdavc jhdanu oa tmnb
,khp, ka vbe,v rehga tnhb ot wtfku /,uar ut vcuj tuv chrgn ,khp,
huvk g"ufk wtfk ',urmv ,gcu 'laujv ,gc vbuntc rrug,vk tuv vkhkc ,hcrg

 hrcs p"g rtck vtrbu /vcuj ,hcrg ,khp,ggggsssshhhhuuuuvvvvhhhh    iiiiccccvvvvurnta vn rtck c,fa 
rnutu ukxc ,p uk aha hn kf :rnut kusdv rzghkt hcr 'thb," :(:jn vyux) k"zj
,p uk ihta hn od hrv 'vaevu /f"g '"vbnt hbyen tkt ubht 'rjnk kfut vn

?rjn kfth vn dtsh tku ',"havc juyck lhrm ukxc
   kfut vn rnth otu 'rgmc tuvu cgr tuv uhafg 'ukxc ,p uk ihta hns '.rh,u 

ah ot lt 'urgm kg xp,b ost ihts 'unhatvk iht 'iduvf rcs vz ihta p"gt 'rjnk
oath ouat 'rjn kfth vn dtusu 'rgmc ubhtu cgr ubht uhafgu 'ukxc ,p uk
,u,hjp kg xp,b ubht n"n iduvf ubhta ;t 'rgmc huraa hn /s",fg 'uz u,dtsc
dtus 'rgmc tuv ot ohrcsv gcyn 'osu rac tuva iuhfna 'iujycu vbuntc u,drs
,khp,s rcuxa vgs tfht vz ogyns 'rnuk ahs vtrb f"t /unhatvk ihtu 'vhvh vn
ihntvk vcuj aha odv ',urmv ,gcu 'laujv ,gcs 'vcuj tku ,uar er tuv ,hcrg

/vz kg unhatvk iht unmg ezj,vk kufh ubhta hn n"n 'uc juycku ,"havc

vghsh lhrm cur""  - Although the rug of ohase go to the ohbvf, if a kuxp occurred in the icre before it was skinned (yapv), the hide does not go to
the ivf but is burned with the rest of the kuxpicre. ohbvfv idx tbhbj wr says he never saw a skinned hide go to the vphrav ,hc. He never saw
rug that was already removed get burned because a kuxp was subsequently discovered. tcheg wr says from this we learn that if a icre is skinned
and then found to be a vphry, the ohbvf still receive the rug. The ohnfj disagree: if a icre is found to be a vphry, even if the hide has already
been removed, it does not go to the ivf, because apparently this icre was a vphry before the yapv we just happened to find out now.
    The Gemara asks: if a icre is found to have a vphry in its internal organs (ohhgn hbc), since it’s after the vehrz and we know this kuxp was there
before yapv, the hide should be burned since we now know that this icre was a vphry from the outset. So how can idxv tbhbj wr testify that he
never saw a hide that was already removed get burned? The Gemara answers: tbhbj wr holds that since the kuxp was only discovered after the
hide was removed (according to hcr) and after vehrz (like rzgkt wr) had been done, although we now know it was a vphry from the beginning, we
didn’t know about it at the time, so the vehrz is vmrn and it doesn’t get burned. The  [zk wx z"p ihkuj]a"tr  paskens regarding ,ucurg,c kuyhc ruxht
is ohahac kyc only if one was aware when the ruxht fell into the ,ucurg,. For example, if 1 piece of ruxht falls into 60 pieces of r,hv and he had
a vghsh when it fell in, it is kyc and the whole mixture is now raf. So, if now another issur falls in, it will also become ohahac kyc. However, if 1
issur falls into 60, but I don’t know about it yet & then another issur falls into this same pile and later I found out about both, we view it as a 2 issur to
60 heter ratio & the mixture is not raf, since I was lacking the vghsh after the first piece fell in. He brings a vhtr from our Gemara that vghsh plays
a role in r,hv andruxht. Just like if there is a vghsh before yapv then the rug is ;rab, but if there was no vghsh until later, than the rug isr,un.
   The a"tr brings a vhtr from a Mishnah [wc wkv'v"p ,unur, hnkaurh]: If a vtx of vnur, falls into 100 ihkuj ka vtx it is kyc & the pile is ihkuj.
One must still separate 1 vtx from this pile and give to a ivf before he may eat from this pile. If 1 vtx of vnur, falls in and I know about it but
didn’t have a chance to separate the vtx for a ivf before a second vtx of vnur, falls in, iugna wr says it’s still considered a 1-100 ratio and it’s all
kyc. Since I knew it fell in it’s snug to be separated and thus viewed as already separated. Similar to hns eurzf eurzk snugv kf. The ibcr argue: True
he had the vghsh but the 1 vtx must be actually given to the ivf before the pile is raf. The a"tr says, only in this case due to the technicality of
separating the 1 vtx is there an issue. Otherwise, the vghsh alone is required for kuyhc to work.              

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Moshe Elyakim Beria Hofstein zt”l (Kehilas Moshe) would say:
      “wlrsc uzdr, ktw - Yaakov did not need to warn his sons not to learn while traveling to Egypt because the brothers were
traveling in the context of kibbud av, working for Yaakov or fulfilling his instructions, so they would naturally avoid overly
absorbing in learning, and no warning was necessary. Only after the story of Yosef did it become clear that Torah study is
actually greater than honoring parents (Megilla 16), as shown by Yaakov being punished for 22 years of missed kibbud av
but not for the 14 years he spent learning in Yeshivas Shem V’ever. Now that we know Torah takes precedence, Yosef
feared his brothers might immerse themselves too deeply in learning on the road, so he warned them explicitly.”
 
A Wise Man would say: “Consistency is the true foundation of trust. Either keep your promises or do not make them.”                                    
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Mazel Tov to the Blatt & TeichmanMazel Tov to the Blatt & TeichmanMazel Tov to the Blatt & TeichmanMazel Tov to the Blatt & Teichman
Families upon the engagement ofFamilies upon the engagement ofFamilies upon the engagement ofFamilies upon the engagement of
Yehuda to Nechama. May they beYehuda to Nechama. May they beYehuda to Nechama. May they beYehuda to Nechama. May they be
zochezochezochezoche        ktrahc intb ,hc ,ubck        
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Halachos Pertaining to the Fast of Asara B’Teves
Eating Before the Fast and Taking Medication. The fast
begins at Alos Hashachar (1) when the first rays of the sun
become visible (72 minutes before sunrise (2); others say it is
when the sun is 16.1 degrees below the horizon). Sleeping
through the night is an automatic acceptance of the fast. If one
stipulates even mentally that he intends to eat before Alos, it is
permissible (4). Similarly, if one is accustomed to drinking
upon arising before daybreak, he may drink before a fast even
without a stipulation (5). A person who is ill in bed is exempt
from fasting (6). If one is not ill but taking medication, he is
permitted to swallow his medication if there is no pleasant
taste (7). If it can’t be swallowed without water, he may sip a
minimal amount of water to swallow the medication (9).

Bathing and Personal Hygiene. Although bathing is permitted
on a typical fast day, it is customary not to wash one’s entire

  

      

body with warm water (10). Preferably, one should not rinse out
his mouth with water or mouthwash, nor brush his teeth (11). If he
is distressed without it, he may do so being cautious that no water
goes down his throat (12). Aside from being cautious, throughout
the day, one should focus: 1) On the calamity and its causes and
work on teshuva and self-improvement (13). 2) On giving
Tzedaka (14). 3) Not becoming irritable or upset due to fasting (15).
Berachos During a Fast. The Kaf Hachayim (zy:jxe,) writes
that if one made a beracha on food, but before eating recalled
that it was a fast day, he should say "/// sucf oa lurc" and not even
taste the food. A sick person who eats on a fast day does not say
"ubbg" by Mincha (16). Even if he later feels well enough to go to
shul, he should not daven for the amud (17), get an aliya (18), or
lain (19). If one forgot to say "ubbg" by Mincha, he need not repeat
Shemona Esrai. If he remembers before stepping back, he can
still say it in "rumb hekt" without the vnh,j (20).

       



    Yaakov sent Yehudah ahead to Goshen to open a yeshivah (Rashi). Although this year, Shabbos Chanukah fell out on
Parshas Mikeitz, it can also fall on Vayigash. The sefarim tell us that Chanukah is indeed merumaz here, as the letters vbad are
the same letters featured on a Chanukah dreidel. What is the connection between opening a yeshivah and a dreidel?
    We may explain as follows: The Sefas Emes zt”l writes that the four sides of the dreidel allude to the four malchuyos, and
that they all revolve around one central axis - Klal Yisroel. Now, in the sefer Maalos HaTorah, it is brought down in the name
of the Zohar HaKadosh that the merit which preserves Klal Yisroel in our long exile, and will eventually lead us out of it, is
the Torah HaKedoshah. Accordingly, it is the yeshivah, the makom of Torah learning, which, in the words of R’ Chaim
(Brisker) Soloveitchik zt”l, is the“festung”(fortress) of Torah and mitzvos, which preserves us in galus.
    The Gemara sets forth that Beis Shammai holds the Chanukah lecht are to be lit in decreasing order - the first night 8, the
second 7, and so on, just as the 70 bulls brought as korbanos over Sukkos were brought in decreasing numbers each successive
day of the Yom Tov. Chazal say that these 70 bulls correspond to the 70 nations of the world. R’ Shimshon Pincus zt”l

explains their decreasing numbers as signifying the avodah of slowly banishing the gentility, the goyishkeit, from our homes
and ourselves. Thus, says Beis Shammai, that is the avodah of Chanukah as well. However, Beis Hillel holds farkert - we
increase the amount of candles we light each night, rather than decrease. For Chanukah grants us the ability to take a different
approach to distinguishing ourselves from the goyim, where even when we cannot separate ourselves entirely from our
surroundings in galus vagu ouec, we still light our candle of Torah and mitzvos, steadily increasing until the goy is burnt out of
us, mimeila! This is the avodah of our tekufah, “to establish a yeshivah in Mitzrayim,” to focus on increasing and intensifying
our learning until there is no room left for the goyishe gass to penetrate. And indeed - kkv ,hcf vfkv!

      Chazal teach us that the word "adhu" implies coming closer in a threatening and confrontational manner. It is interesting
to note the dichotomy in tension from last week’s closing story to this week’s showdown.
    At the end of Parshas Mikeitz, the shevatim seemed cowed and intimidated by the predicament they faced, and the
charges hurled against them by the seemingly unyielding master of Egypt. Now, Yehuda is suddenly fearlessly and
ferociously pitting himself against Yosef, the very same Egyptian ruler. How did such a thing happen? 
     Many meforshim discuss this transformation. R’ Shimon Schwab zt”l quotes from R’ Yosef Leib Bloch zt”l, the Telzer
Rav and Rosh Yeshivah, the following machshava. Truthfully, all the brothers, including Yehuda himself, were terrified
regarding the accusations leveled against them, but Yehuda, who represents malchus and authority, remembered the
achrayus he had accepted upon himself. That triggered a renewed energy and strength he didn’t even know he possessed. It
was with the reality of that accountability that he turned to face Yosef with the conviction to either exonerate Binyamin or
fight till the end. In life, we too are sometimes challenged and rightfully feel overwhelmed.
     It is worth remembering this concept. There lies within each of us an extra dose of fortitude that we can tap into and
access with the realization that it is up to us, it is our problem to solve. My Bubby a”h, often explained the beracha, i,ubv"
"jf ;ghk - He gives strength to the weary,” as follows: Hashem gives an extra dose of koach specifically to the weary
because they have become sapped through facing their adversities, realizing their responsibilities. May Hakadosh Boruch
Hu give us all the koach and clarity to face and overcome all the nisyonos hachaim b’siyata dishmaya.                                    

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

vbv wv hbst rnt vf ovkt rcs
 /// ;xuh .g ,t jek hbt(yh-zk ktezjh)

,ruvk ;xuh kt uhbpk jka vsuvh ,tu
iad vmrt utchu vbad uhbpk///  (jf-un)

lscg tb rcsh hbst hc rnthu vsuvh uhkt adhu
 /// lscgc lpt rjh ktu hbst hbztc rcs(jh-sn)

 /// ovhct cegh jur hj,u u,t ,tak ;xuh jka rat ,ukdgv ,t trhu(zf-vn) 
     Rashi quotes the Medrash that when the Shevatim came to Yaakov and told him that Yosef, their brother, was alive, he
became revived. “He (Yosef) gave them a sign, regarding the topic he was engaged in learning when he became separated
from Yaakov. (It was) the parsha dealing with vpurg vkdg - the heifer that was to be beheaded and this is what the posuk
means, ‘and he saw the wagons (agalos) that Yosef had sent,’ - it does not say, ‘that Pharaoh had sent.’” 
    Many years ago, man arrived in the city of Vilna claiming to be the long-lost husband of a woman who had lived for years
as an agunah, trapped in painful uncertainty after her husband had vanished without a trace. The stranger spoke with
confidence and precision. He knew her family history, the layout of their home, and countless details that only a true husband
would know. Neighbors were impressed; some were even moved to tears, convinced that a miracle had occurred. But the
woman herself felt no such comfort. Though she desperately wanted to believe him, something in his presence felt foreign.
She could not explain it logically, but she felt a quiet, stubborn voice inside her insisting that this man was not her husband.
    With no way to resolve the conflict between the man’s convincing signs and the woman’s unshakable intuition, the case
was brought before the Vilna Gaon zt”l. The Gaon listened carefully, absorbing every detail. After a moment of thought, he
offered a simple yet puzzling instruction: he instructed the gabbaim in the main shul that when the man came arrived on
Shabbos to daven, they should ask him to sit in his usual place and identify where his father-in-law used to sit. The
community was surprised. Why ask about something so trivial when the man had already demonstrated knowledge of far
more personal details? Still, they trusted the Gaon’s wisdom and prepared to follow his guidance.
    On Shabbos, the man entered the synagogue with the same confidence he had shown all week. The gabbaim approached him
politely and said, “Please, sit in your familiar seat.” At once, the man froze. His eyes darted around the room in confusion. He
stepped forward, then backward, scanning the rows of benches as though seeing them for the first time. He could not identify
a single familiar spot. The truth became instantly clear: he was a fraud. He had memorized many details, but he had never
prayed in this synagogue, never lived the life of the man he claimed to be. The woman’s heart had been right all along.
    Afterward, the Gaon explained his reasoning. He said, “I am not a Navi, nor the son of a Navi. But I understood that it is
possible the real husband, wherever he is, revealed certain signs to this impostor. That would explain how the man knew so
many details. But if the real husband had fallen so low spiritually that he would share such things with a swindler, then surely
his mind would be filled only with worldly matters. A person like this does not remember holy things. He does not remember
where he sat in the synagogue. He does not remember where his father-in-law davened. Those memories live only in a heart
that still values holiness.” The Gaon had chosen a test that no fraud could fake and no spiritually fallen man would recall.
    The Gaon then connected this insight to a mysterious moment in the Torah. When Yosef revealed himself to his brothers in
Egypt, he sent wagons - agalos - to bring Yaakov down to Egypt. The Torah says that when Yaakov saw the wagons, his
spirit revived. Why would wagons revive his spirit more than the news that Yosef was alive? The Gaon explained that before
Yosef was torn away from his father at age seventeen, the last Torah topic they studied together was the law of the eglah
arufah, the decapitated calf. The word agalah (wagon) echoes eglah (calf). Yosef was sending a subtle, holy reminder:
“Father, I remember our last Torah learning. I remember the holiness of our home. I have not forgotten who I am.” 
     This was not a sign that could be forged or guessed. It was a private spiritual memory shared only between father and son.
Yaakov understood immediately. If Yosef had survived twenty-two years in Egypt - the most immoral and spiritually polluted
society of the ancient world - and still remembered a Torah lesson from his youth, then Yosef had not been spiritually
destroyed. He had remained pure. And so Yaakov’s spirit revived, for his son was alive not only in body but also in soul.           
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 /// uhct ktrah ,trek kghu u,cfrn ;xuh rxthu(yf-un)
llllyyyynnnn: For years, a certain yeshivah employed a cook whose
presence in the kitchen was marked by a heavy cloud of
dissatisfaction. To her, each day was nothing more than
grueling work. She was constantly complaining about the
meager pay, the long hours, and the chaotic energy of the
bachurim, whom she claimed were driving her crazy. Her
labor was technically proficient, but it lacked spirit; the
food was prepared, but the atmosphere remained sour.
   Eventually, she moved on, and a new cook took her
place. On the surface, nothing had changed, the job
description was identical, the kitchen was the same, and the
wages remained modest. Yet, the environment transformed
instantly. The new cook approached her duties with a
radiant joy. While she certainly viewed the job as a

   

  

practical means of supporting herself, she also saw it
through the lens of avodas Hashem. She wasn’t just a cook,
but a facilitator of holiness. “How lucky I am,” she would
frequently say with a smile. “I get to nourish young men
who are engaged in Torah study all day. By feeding them, I
gain a share in their eternal reward.” Her perspective turned
a mundane chore into a sacred mission.
llllyyyynnnnpppp: When Yaakov met Yosef, there was an incredible
amount of joy and radiation in the air. Father and son who
hadn’t seen each other in over 22 years! Yet we are taught
(see Rashi), that when Yaakov met Yosef, instead of
expressing his love and longing for his beloved son, Yaakov
recited Krias Shema. By doing so, he transformed that
seemingly mundane physical joy into something
remarkably significant and taught us a lesson for
generations to come!

    Yechezkel HaNavi foretells how in the future two “royal”
Shevatim will together bring about the perfect achdus and
unity amongst Klal Yisroel. The Malbim maintains that in
the future, Moshiach ben Yosef will first rule over all of Israel
- including Shevet Yehuda, and once he passes on, Moshiach
ben Dovid will usher in the final redemption. 
    R’ Yitzchok Sorotzkin shlita (Rinas Yitzchok) notes,
that Hashem promises Dovid Hamelech “his seed will
endure forever, and his throne is like the sun before me,”
(Tehillim 89-37). That no matter how far his descendants
may stray, the kingdom will always remain in the family of
Dovid. If so, how can it be that Moshiach ben Yosef will rule
over the land of Israel? Is this not in direct violation of that

promise? The Shela Hakadosh (Shnei Luchos Habris)
explains that when Moshiach ben Yosef reveals himself to the
world, his purpose will not be to establish his own dynasty;
rather, he will fulfill his destiny by accomplishing his mission
of helping to re-establish and solidify the dynasty of Dovid
Hamelech. Chazal say that Moshiach ben Dovid will only
come after the first Moshiach dies, because “two kings
cannot share one crown.” Thus, the biggest proof of
Hashem’s promise will be that Moshiach ben Yosef will have
to sacrifice his own life to preserve the supremacy of the
Kingdom of Dovid. The death of Moshiach ben Yosef will
ultimately take the form of the Davidic dynasty being
restored to the Jewish people as the true everlasting kingdom.  
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