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Swma: She caused him such anguish but at the same time, she
recognized his greatness! This amazing inconsistency, says
R’ Schach ZT”L, is found here by Hashem’s promise to
Avraham that all the families of the earth will be blessed
because of him. The nations clearly recognized Avraham’s

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
Laws and Customs that Merit a Good Parnassa (30)
Honest Money. Last week we quoted sources stating that
honest and kosher money stays with a person and can bring him
good pamassa, but dishonest ‘“‘not-per-halacha” money will not
bring wealth and can even ruin previously earned money. We
began a list of common activities where monetary halacha is

relevant. Let us delve into this list in greater detail.

Using Another’s Belongings. One who uses another person’s

belongings without permission is called a robber (). This is

brought in no less than five places in Choshen Mishpat: 292:1,

308:7,359:5, 363:5, 366:3. Therefore it is prohibited to:

1) Use the item of another person without his permission, even
a gentile ) or a child 3), even to return to the same place
immediately, even when there will be no wear and tear
lowering the value of the item, even if he knows that the
owner would grant permission @). (see exceptions below)

2) Trespass on another person’s property (5), even if there is no
sign prohibiting it, even just to cut across his property for a
short cut (unless the owner has allowed it become a well-
known short cut that many are using) ©). Even then, one
should be careful not look into the person’s windows (7).

3) Park a car in a space owned by, or even designated for,
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R’ Yitzchok of Vorka ZT”L would say:
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greatness. Yet, Hashem still told him, “Those who curse you

I will curse.” Despite the world recognizing his greatness,

there would still be people who would curse him! A person

must recognize and cure his capacity for inconsistency lest he
find himself fighting against the very thing he values most.
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someone else, such as residents, customers, patients and
employees, or even to just park in a place that blocks rightful
users from entering or exiting ().

Exceptions: When one is allowed to use without permission.

1) Items that no one would object to, such as a pen to sign a
check, are permitted. Borrowing a washing cup to wash hands
or sitting on another’s chair ) are also. Even in these cases if
the owner is readily available to ask, he should be asked (10).

2) If many times in the past, he has asked and always received
permission (1), and there is no reason why now should be any
different, he can use an object if the owner is not there to ask.

3) Mitzvah items such as talis, tefillin, gartel, lulav and esrog
(only once Chol Hamoed starts and a borrowed set is
sufficient) are permitted. This is based on the assumption that
people are pleased when another uses their possessions for a
mitzvah (12). However, if there is a reason to believe that he
might object, such as, the borrower has a cold, fever, or he
sweats, then he cannot use it (13). Even when he can use it, it
must be used as nearby as possible (14)and promptly returned,
folded and as neat as it was before. Even then it can only be
used occasionally, and not on an ongoing basis (15 and here as
well, if the owner is available he should be asked (16).
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“An innkeeper who is solicitous of his guest’s every need and goes out of his way to make him happy and
comfortable is one who fulfills the mitzvah of Hachnosas Orchim correctly. The fact that he gets paid for this service
does not detract from his accomplishment for in truth he treats every guest this way. The only reason why he takes
money is so that he will be able to invite and attract other guests to come to his inn in the future.”

R’ Moshe Sherer Z”’L (President of Agudath Israel) would say:
“‘Those that bless you, I will bless and those that curse you, I will curse.” With respect to those who bless Avraham,
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Hashem uses the same verb (n272N) to describe the blessing that He will provide them. But with respect to those who
curse Avraham (705pm), the verb form does not remain constant. Instead of '5>5pN’, which would have been the parallel
verb, the Torah chooses another verb for cursing: "XX'. This word is based on the same Hebrew root as light ("), and
can be read, ‘I will enlighten them: I will illuminate their eyes to see the real you.” Orthodox Jews must fulfill the role
of enlightening their fellow Jews who are ‘uninformed.” Let them see our ahavas Yisroel, our Daf Yomi Torah
learning and good middos; let them see our yeshivos and chassidic courts. Let them see what we are really like.”

A Wise Man would say:

“Don’t just keep the faigh. prq;ld it around
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In the years preceding the 1917 Bolshevik revolution, many Russian citizens were exiled to Siberia for supporting the

Bolshevik cause. After the revolution, the Siberian labor camps were briefly closed down. However, when Josef Stalin
came to power, he reopened and expanded them. The network of labor camps was named GULAG (an acronym in
Russian meaning Glavnoe Upravlenie Lagerei, or Main Camp Administration.) It is estimated that about 1.2 million
prisoners were exiled to Siberia under the Czars. Another 18-20 million people were imprisoned in Soviet Gulags during
the thirty years that the prison system was in existence, and it is estimated that about 1.6 million people perished there.

During the Communist era, openly practicing the Jewish religion became a crime, and a Jew could be arrested for
owning fefillin or teaching Torah. In 1928, R’ Yechezkel Abramsky ZT’L was surprisingly granted permission by the
Soviet authorities to publish a Torah journal entitled “Yagdil Torah.” However, in typical Soviet fashion, in 1930 the
authorities suddenly did an about face and convicted him of being a ‘“counter-revolutionary,” who slandered the
communist government. He was sentenced to five years of hard labor in a Siberian prison camp.

What was the Gulag like for R” Yechezkel? Well, the typical winter morning in Siberia saw temperatures reaching 40
degrees centigrade below zero. His compulsory morning exercise routine was brutal: a brisk run, while barefoot, over the
frost-covered ground. Like the others, he had no choice but to run across the frozen field. Unlike some of the others,
though, he never allowed himself to drop to the earth, too cold, sick, and exhausted to go on. Day after day, he put his head
down and just began to run, somehow surviving the ordeal. This is how he started his day in the Soviet labor camp.

The camp commanders did not like the fact that they couldn’t “break” him and decided to make an example out of this
Jewish rabbi. His daily work assignment was to enter the thick forest and chop tree trunks into smaller logs of wood. The
problem was that R’ Chatzkel was no lumberjack and he could not work fast enough. The commanders knew what to do with
such “lazy” workers. As a punishment, they sent R” Chatzkel to string frozen fish on a metal wire. This work is more delicate.
In fact, it’s so delicate that one cannot wear gloves while handling the metal wire. Yet, how can a human being grasp frozen
fish with his bare hands in sub-zero temperatures, for hour after hour after hour? Welcome to the world of the Gulag.

Eventually, R* Yechezkel was switched to another job. Now he was required to slice loaves of bread for all the
prisoners. His hands were no longer bleeding and frozen; sounds like an easy job. Yet, he faced another danger. Gulag
prisoners are tough. They have to be in order to survive. If they see that the man slicing the bread gives them a slightly
smaller piece of bread than another prisoner, even if it’s unintentional, the bread-cutter better watch out for his own life!

Faced with such cruel conditions and companions and unable to perform mitzvos of any kind, R” Yechezkel admittedly
reached his wits end. His mind and body threatened to succumb to despair. What is the point of going on, he wondered, as
he contemplated the words of the “Modeh Ani” on yet another bitter morning. Should he thank Hashem for another day of
painful work in the freezing cold? Should he be grateful that yet another day will pass where he will be unable to learn
Torah or do mitzvos? What reason does he have to thank Hashem for returning his neshamah to him for one more day?

Then he remembered the final words of the prayer: “Raba Emunasecha” - “Great is Your faith.” Emunah! That was
something that the Gulag commanders hadn’t been able to take away from him. He still had his faith in Hashem.

“As long as I am able to hold on to my Emunah,” he resolutely told himself, “I have something to be thankful for. My
Emunah will sustain me. I will be able to bear all the pain and the suffering. And my life will have meaning, because every
moment that I live with Emunah in Hashem is a moment that is worth living.” Strengthened by these thoughts, R’
Yechezkel stood up and reported for his morning barefoot run across the frozen field. Thanks to his Emunah, and with
Hashem’s help, he bore the pain and suffering. Eventually he was granted permission to leave the Soviet “paradise” and
begin a new life in England. w
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Swn: The care and concern of R” Akiva Eiger ZT”L for the ' his friend’s wife to agree to accept a get. But she understood

well being of his close friend, R’ Yaakov Loberbaum
ZT”L (Nesivos) once compelled him to make a special
journey to Lissa to help his friend in a time of personal need.
Trapped in a marriage with a cantankerous woman and
suffering untold anguish at her hands, R’ Yaakov finally
reached the point where he could not bear it anymore and
requested a divorce from her. To his great surprise and
dismay, his wife unequivocally refused to consider the idea.
R’ Akiva Eiger rushed to Lissa in an attempt to persuade

quite well the purpose of R’ Akiva Eiger’s visit, and shut
herself in her room, assuming that the renowned and
distinguished rabbi would certainly not enter her bedroom.

R’ Akiva Eiger, however, completely disregarding any air
of distinction or self-importance, went into the room to speak
to her. He took a chair and sat at her bedside, and began to
plead with her to accept a get from her husband.

But she adamantly refused. “You want me to accept a get
from such a holy person? I could never do such a thing!”
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The chessed of Avraham Avinu was evident early on in his
life. The moment he recognized the One True G-d in Heaven
at the young age of three, he immediately began to espouse
these views to everyone around him. When he was older, he
did this by inviting people into his tent - a tent with openings
on all sides to facilitate weary travelers -and he “created new
souls” by bringing them under the canopy of Monotheism.
It didn’t matter to Avraham who these people were; when
they were ready to believe, he made them believe!

One fine day, the Vaad Hachnosas Orchim in the city of
Slonim held a meeting and came to the conclusion that all
their work and effort in the area of Hachnosas Orchim
(caring for guests and the indigent) was primarily aimed at
the lowly class of homeless and hopeless derelicts. A true
“guest” always managed to find a place to stay, a kind
family would always take him in and see to his needs. So
who was left for them to care for? The drunkards, the
dispossessed, the “rough and tumble” destitutes who never
thanked them, and never had any intention of ever leaving.
For these insolvents, they should expend so much time,
effort and especially money? What was the purpose?

Immediately, R* Shabsi Yogel ZT”’L, the Slonimer Rosh
Yeshivah, stood up and announced, “No, this is wrong!
Chazal teach us: 5y ;NN Sy Ty OLWN DIIT YOV DY
'©T1oN MM Ky ,NTAyN (The world stands on three things:
Torah, Avodah and Chessed.) The first two - Torah and
Avodah - are listed with the letter ‘X' before it. This is the
PN N - the special letter which signifies that Torah is
unique for it comes from Heaven, and Avodah is unique for it
serves Hashem.However,” continued R” Shabsi passionately,
“Gemilas Chessed has no 'N'n' before it. You know why?
Because chessed is not unique; chessed is done for every
single person regardless of his stature or prominence!”
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Rashi explains the posuk "onn M’ - “Be Whole,” as
follows: “Be whole in all the tests (")) that I bring upon
you.” R’ Yaakov Meir Shechter Shlit’a elucidates these
words: Since most of Avraham Avinu’s trials came about
during moments of darkness and lack of direction, Hashem’s
commandment was really a piece of advice: "Dnn M- be
wholehearted and simple in all the tests that I bring upon
you. Don’t force yourself to perform high levels of avodah
which you are not prepared for at this specific moment.

When a Jew is at a low point in his life, he needs to know
how to behave during these trying times, so as to get past
them peacefully and derive from them full benefit. The best
advice, writes R’ Yaakov Meir, is to perform simple acts of
goodness with honesty and sincerity; recite one or two
chapters of Tehillim; study Torah on a simpler level than
usual, according to one’s ability at the moment; do basic
acts of kindness as one encounters them. The basic principle
is this: If you cannot do all that is required of you, do as
much as you can. Often, that little bit of good a person does
will immediately lift him back to his proper place, and he
can again serve Hashem with his full strength. Even in the
worst of times, one can still refrain from committing
improper actions and this alone will yield great benefits.

R’ Menachem Mendel ZT”’L of Vitebsk (Pri Ha’aretz)
writes: “(One must) pursue simple truths as one pursues life
itself. Because Hashem delights in this (simplicity) more
than in one who “delves into matters too lofty for him”
(N-NOP ©9n1N) and levels beyond his understanding.”

What are simple things? Acting with thoughtfulness and
consideration. Performing mitzvos by avoiding evil and doing
good. A person who can hold onto these things and not lose
hope in moments of difficulty has found eternal value. He
will be able to turn descent into ascent and sin into merit.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
(1) " OO T 87 T

Hashem tells Avraham, “Walk before me and be perfect.” This seems to be an awesome and absolutely impossible task.

We know that nobody is perfect. Even the greatest man who ever lived, Moshe Rabbeinu, made mistakes. The definition of
being human is being imperfect. So what did Hashem want from Avraham by telling him, “walk before Me and be perfect”?

The answer may be found in the Gemara Berachos () where it states: “If a person wants to do a mitzvah but because of|

circumstances beyond his control he is stopped, Hashem considers it as if he did it.” The reason for this is because Hashem

looks inside a person’s heart and judges him for who he really is. If, due to outside factors, a person cannot fulfill what he
truly wants to fulfill, Hashem says, “I don’t hold that against you. I'm the one who stopped you and I’m the one who gives
you the credit as if you actually did the deed because I know that’s what you really wanted to do.” An amazing proof to this
point is the fact that we refer to the ashes of Yitzchok (pny 5w v19N) in our Yom Kippur davening. Hashem told Avraham to
sacrifice Yitzchok, and at the last moment Avraham went and sacrificed a ram that was caught in the bushes instead. There
were no ashes of Yitzchok. However, since Avraham’s will was entirely to perform the will of Hashem, his inner desire
actually attained the status of reality and thus the “Ashes of Yitzchok™ really do exist and are beloved and precious to Hashem.
This is what Hashem meant when he told Avraham, “Walk before me.” What He meant was, “Place my will before you
always.” By making Hashem’s will your will, despite all of your physical human limitations, you can still achieve perfection!




