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Sw1n): Rashi quotes the Medrash that Yitzchok davened
“opposite his wife” - he prayed in one corner and she prayed
in the other corner, opposite him. Why is it so important to
note where they stood while they davened? Because a
“Makom” - the place where one davens is very significant

and can assist one’s prayers in rising up to Heaven and
“hitting their mark.” We should attempt to always daven in a
holy place like a shul or Beis Medrash, but even if we cannot
get there, the home of a Tzaddik retains a purity and holiness

A SERIES IN HALACHA yn b

LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
"B9Y9 425 N oM’ - The Greatest Mltzvah of All (52)
Hints to Success in Learning Halacha. If a person maintains
the correct motivations for learning Halacha, it can lead him to
better grasping, retaining and applying the laws he has learned.
Apart from the general and all-encompassing motive of fulfilling
the mirtzvah of Talmud Torah, there are three other motives that
connect especially to the area of Halacha. They are as follows:
1) »wym pTpm - Being particular in one’s actions.

2) i nXaann - Loving the performance of mitzvos.

3) non Ny - Fearing sin.

rwyma prpm. If a person realizes the magnitude and far-
reaching effects of all that he thinks, speaks and does, he will no
doubt want them to all be correct in the eyes of Hashem. This
necessitates learning and remembering Halacha so that each act
he does will accomplish all that it can. For example, there is a set
of “easy” halachos at the beginning of Orach Chaim (1) about
showing preference to “the right” by putting on the right sleeve
first, washing the right arm first, etc. The Seforim quote a
number of sources () that “right” represents the kindness of
Hashem (1onn n70) and “left” represents the stern justice of the
Almighty (yT0 n12). When one gives precedence to the right as
required by Halacha, he empowers the attribute of Heavenly

too and one can pour out his heart in that place as well.
MODM rnmeITeTe.
merit extraordinary rachamim (mercy). This is an example of
one small halacha with huge implications.

N X aann. If a person develops a love for mitzvos (3), he
will constantly look for any and every opportunity to upgrade his
performance, and as he learns Halacha, he picks up lessons and
ideas on how to do mirzvos in the best possible manner.

XN IXY. If a person is instilled with fear of sin, he is careful not
to stumble, even unwittingly or out of ignorance. Thus, by
learning Halacha, it allows a person to recognize a potential
problem and know how to avoid stumbling in sin. It also helps
him know when to seek guidance and ask a Rav.

Knowing Shas. Learning Halacha gives a new aspect of clarity
to the Gemara, which is the source of the Halacha. Seeing how
the Poskim derive halachic rulings from every part of the Sugya,
adds depth to one’s leamning. The Biur HaGra @) on the Shulchan
Aruch points out in short succinct lines, how each nuance of the
halacha is sourced in this Gemara or that Tosfos, etc. Connecting
the Gemara to the Halacha, provides extra clarity to both.
Picturing the Case. When one learns Halacha, he should try to
picture the specific case or its parallel, as it applies nowadays to
himself and his life situation. Doing this, arouses a special interest
and concentration that helps a person internalize and remember

kindness over the attribute of strict justice, and as a result, he can _the halachic material in a much clearer manner.
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Chacham Rabbi Avraham Saba z¢”’l (Tzror Hamaor quoted b’Sefer Pla’aos Eidosecha) would say:

“YOPN M2 APY IR YA 122 NNN YN NTINN ITHN M WY >THA NN NPAY NPMY - The posuk mentions Esav as ‘the big
son’ and Yaakov as ‘the small son,’ to teach us that a miracle occurred and when Rivka placed Esav’s large clothing on
Yaakov, they fit him perfectly, even though he had a smaller build. The question is: why was this miracle necessary at all if
Yitzchok was blind and couldn’t tell if the clothing fit or not? The answer is that it wasn’t for Yitzchok but for Yaakov.
According to the Medrash, Yaakov was quite upset and even crying that he was part of this deception. The purpose of the
miracle that the clothing fit him was to show him that Min Hashamayim it was agreed that he must take the blessings!”

Chozeh M’Lublin, R’ Yaakov Yitzchok Hurvitz zt”l (Tehor Rayonim) would say:

€TINSV VY NP9 TIN WD Y - There are times when a person must leave the environs of the Beis Medrash and
go out to work and earn a livelihood to sustain himself and his family. This is not a joyous event and he should not feel
happy about it. In fact, it might even be dangerous for him. The posuk states: "1n 9wNd Y - Chazal tell us that the word
' refers to simcha. If a person feels simcha when he removes (7n) the crown of Torah (leaves the Beis Medrash),
TINW OV W NPIAY - he is throwing off the burden of mitzvos (v p19) and allowing ‘Esav’ (gentiles) to control him.”

A Wise Man would say:
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“To succeed in life, do not let what you cannot do interfere with what you can do.”
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The following story is told over in Chassidishe circles and has been handed down for generations. A local villager
once traveled to the Polish town of Zidichov, to see the Tzaddik, R’ Tzvi Hirsch Eichenstein z¢’l, with an urgent request.
He was not a wealthy man but an opportunity to lease a small inn near the city of Helmutz just presented itself and the
local Poritz was awaiting his decision. What would make this deal truly profitable, he told the Rebbe, was if he could dig a
well of water behind the inn and use it for his guests, as well as to sell water to the local populace. As of now, if anyone
needed water in the area, they had to travel into town. The question was where to dig and if he would find water.

R’ Tzvi Hirsch listened carefully and then told the man, “You should be matzliach in all that you do. Lease the inn and dig
a well in the back yard. But don’t dig all the way down. After a few meters, come back here and I will tell you what to do.”

The chasid did as he was told. He haggled with the Poritz until they settled on a good price and he began to dig his well.
But after a few meters, he halted the dig and returned to Zidichov. This time, the Rebbe took out a piece of paper and told the
man to write the following words on it: "9 NN 12 YN 19N WX ININ MTR OY 12 YT PRN TV W' - “And Yitzchok’s
servants came and told him about the well that they had dug, and they said to him, ‘We have found water.”” The Rebbe
instructed the man to dig down a bit more and then place the slip of paper inside the pit. The chasid returned to the inn and
placed the paper inside the well and instantly, water began to spring forth and fill up the well. Word spread, and soon the inn
was full of customers. Anyone who was traveling in the area stayed at the Jewish inn and the locals purchased their fill
enjoying the fresh and plentiful supply of water. The villager turned a huge profit and became a very prosperous man.

This did not sit well with the gentile innkeepers in the area and a jealous streak burned within them. One man ran to the
Poritz and reported that the Jew was extorting the locals and becoming rich at everyone else’s expense. He offered to pay
the Poritz a larger sum of money to take over the inn and the greedy man immediately accepted the offer. The Jewish
innkeeper was duly informed that his lease was being terminated and he must move out within a few short days.

The chasid quickly ran to Zidichov to ask the Rebbe what to do. R’ Tzvi Hirsch told him: “Take another piece of paper,
and write on it, "9y DN DNYYH DIIND PIAN DNIAN 92 PIAX YTIY 9N WK NWNAN 9OV - ‘And all the wells that his
father’s servants had dug in the days of Avraham his father, the Pelishtim stopped them up and filled them with earth.” Then,
throw the paper into the bottom of the well.” The man did it and lo and behold, the water stopped filling the well. By the time
he was ordered to leave the inn, there was no more water in the well. The gentile took over the inn but it was clear that all of
his customers had left. As long as the Jew was there, water filled the well; the moment he was gone, so was the water.

The man could not bring himself to face the Poritz, but since he had no customers, he was unable to pay the rent. Soon
he had no choice but to tell the Poritz about the miraculous well that only gave water when the Jew was running the inn.
The Poritz was intrigued and called the Jew to his estate. He told him, “You know what? I’ve changed my mind. I should
not have broken our contract and I wish you to return to oversee the inn. What do you say? Will you come back?”

The Jew looked at him and said, “What good is this inn if the well has no water? How will I ever pay you the rent that is
due?” The Poritz agreed to lower the rent, but the Jew insisted, “I cannot give you an answer until I speak to my Rebbe!”

The next day, he traveled once again to Zidichov to update the Rebbe on the unusual turn of events. This time, R’ Tzvi
Hirsch told him, “Very good, you should not have to pay the full amount of rent. This is what you must do. Throw a third
piece of paper into the well which says on it: "{¥IN2 19191 195 'N >N NNY 3 TN AN NHY NIPN MDY 127 N NINK N 190
- ‘And he dug another well, and they did not quarrel over it; so he named it Rechovos, and he said, ‘For now, Hashem has
made room for us, and we will be fruitful in the land.” The chasid did it and the water returned. Soon, he was once again

running a thriving business, which continued to support his family, his children and grandchildren for many man
1
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ears.
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5t1: Reb Yosef Buxbaum 2’7 related: “T was once walking
past the home of the Tchebiner Rav, R’ Dov Beirish
Weidenfeld z#”’I, and I saw the Tzaddik of Yerushalayim, R’
Aryeh Levine z£”’l standing on the side of the house and
crying his eyes out. I walked over to him and I asked him
what happened? Is there anything I can do to help you?”

R’ Aryeh looked at him and said, “Right at this moment in
my house, one of my daughters is going through heavy labor.
She is having a very hard time. Now, if we were zoche, 1
could go to the Makom HaMikdash and pour out my heart
before the Creator, and he would surely answer my prayers.

However, today, due to our sins, we have no way to get to
that place. Thus, I said to myself, for sure the house where
the Tchebiner Rav lives - where he serves the Ribono shel
Olam and he learns Torah night and day - for sure that is a
very holy place, a place where all prayers are answered, and
therefore I hurried here to daven for my daughter.”

Reb Yosef was amazed when he heard these words. At
his next opportunity, he told them over to R’ Shlomo
Zalman Auerbach z#”l, who responded, “Well, of course.
Every time I pass by the Tchebiner Rav’s home I raise my
eyes to Heaven and I too say a small tefillah.”
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The posuk telis us that after the twins’ bar mitzvah, Yaakov and Esav grew up and took opposite paths in their lives. Esav
became a hunter and gained his father’s love by devotedly serving him food, as it says, "v92 TN Wy NN PNy 2NN, Yaakov,
on the other hand, became a huge masmid, learning Torah in the tent at every possible moment, garnering his mother’s love,
as it says, "Ipy NN NIMN NPAN'. Any young child can see the difference between "3nN»" and "namMN” - one is past tense, and
the other is present tense. Why is there a difference here? The Medrash (63) tells us that whenever Rivka heard Yaakov’s
"N 5" - the sound of his Torah learning, her love for him increased more and more. She saw in her son a boy wholly
devoted to Torah and avodas Hashem, as the Medrash (76) tells us, she saw Yaakov eventually becoming the "nmaxaw -»na" -
the greatest of all the forefathers. Therefore, her love for him grew stronger and stronger - "NamN’ - in present tense, to denote
the constantly increasing level of respect and love Rivka maintained for Yaakov. Yitzchok’s love for Esav, however, is written
in past tense - "2\ - and Rashi tells us it is because he was "v92 X" - due to the food that Esav brought him daily.

My machshava here is that the way to bring happiness, love and nachas to one’s parents, is by learning Torah and
serving Hashem to the best of one’s ability, which is also a great fulfillment of the mitzva of Kibud Av v’aim, for which, as
we know, the reward is D) D NN, a long life. Many children believe that they honor their parents by buying them
gifts, impressing them with big, fancy houses, expensive cars or lavish vacations. The truth is that real Kibud Av v’Aim is
the kind that Yaakov Avinu gave to his parents: Honoring them through Torah and mitzvos which gives parents nachas,
zechusim and love in this world and in the next as well. The great koach, moach and love that a mother puts into her

children will always remain in the minds of our children and grandchildren in helping them reach their true potential in life.

DRUSH V’CHIDDUSH
(12-712) ... BRI DN I D00 T NN

The Medrash teaches: “Why were our Matriarchs
(born) barren? Because the Holy One blessed be He
desires the prayers of the righteous.” By creating them
with the inability to give birth, they were forced to pray an

inordinate amount, which is precisely what Hashem wants.
The principle underlying this Medrash would seem to be
applicable to any person facing any sort of deficiency. "yon"
(deficiency) teaches a person to direct his eyes toward
Heaven. The "m1pn wny' (original snake) was “rewarded”
with unlimited and available food: “Dust shall you eat all the
days of your life.” (3:14) Sometimes when things are going
“too well” and one is not dependent on Hashem, this creates
distance and erects a barrier between him and the Almighty.
In Tehillim (104:21) we say: “Young lions roar after their

prey, and seek food from Hashem.” This describes how all of
creation asks the Creator for food, except for the snake, whose
food is always at hand and has little connection to the Creator.

The Slonimer Rebbe, R’ Avraham Weinberg zt”’l, was
once sitting with a group of his chassidim in Tiberias, when a
man walked in and announced, “Mazel Tov! A certain young
man, who is not even married one year, was just blessed with
a baby boy!” All the chassidim lifted their glasses and called
out Mazel Tov wishes and blessings for the young father.

The Rebbe too offered his blessing, but then he turned
wistful and said, “The older chassidim used to have a
saying: ‘One who gives birth to a baby boy within the first
year of his marriage, it is very doubtful ()71) Pav) if he even
knows that there is a Ribono shel Olam!”

When the going is good, we must recognize that it is only
0od because Hashem made it this way and thank Him for it!

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
THE MIDDAH OF .... ya)

Did you ever hear the expression: “He is sitting and learning

Y 1397

”? Do you know what it means? The Torah tells us that Yaakov

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
(8-712) .. OVONN 20" 0D N 29PN

Aviny was "D9nN av" - “sitting in tents.” Targum Yonason ben Uziel translates these words as "a>w yan" - “seeking

Hashem” which also is the same Targum for the words "n vpan 93" - “All who seek Hashem.” R’ Yeruchem Levovitz z¢’1
explains that a “Mevakesh Hashem” is used to describe one who is not necessarily the biggest masmid or the biggest lamdan,
but someone whose entire being, his every thought and action, is for one purpose and goal: To fulfill the will of Hashem. Thus,
Yaakov was one who “sat in tents” but his very essence was being a “Mevakesh Hashem.” Dedicating one’s life to Hashem
means that one needs to be focused; one needs to be grounded. In other words, one needs “Yishuv HaDaas” - a settled mind. In
order to learn Torah, one needs to SIT, he needs to be settled with single-minded focus on the goal of doing ratzon Hashem.
Esav was the exact opposite of this. He is described in the torah as "nTv W' - “a man of the field.” This connotes the
opposite of being settled and goal-oriented. It describes one who is constantly running - going here and there - pursuing happiness
but never quite finding it. Why? Because he has no real purpose. His days are filled with "n>v1" - nonsense and waste. Every time
Esav killed - he was only killing himself! One might think that the one who is busy running around is doing and accomplishing,
while the one who is sitting still, not moving, is doing nothing. We see from Yaakov and Esav how far from the truth this is.
The letters before the word "n>va” are 7,5 ,n X. They can be rearranged to spell "1nN" - as one. The way to be sure one is not
wasting his life with nonsense is by being “Meyushav” - having a settled, single-minded goal that everything he does is for one
purpose - to do the will of Hashem. So the next time you hear the expression “sitting and learning,” remember that it is so much
more than just physically sitting - it is the only way to be a “Mevakesh” - one whose only desire is to bring nachas to Hashem.




