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     When one says the “Shehechayanu” beracha in the first night’s
kiddush,  he should keep in mind the following deep ,ubuuf: He has
just entered the new year, and knows now for absolute certainty that
a year ago on this day, Hashem wrote him in for a FULL year of life.
That is what he is giving thanks for in this special beracha. 

d"r dnly mdxa` 'x za lgx `yix ezirxe l"f 'iaeh 'x oa xzl` l`eny sqei mdxa` 'x znyp ielirl 

el iz`xae rxd xvi iz`xa
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daey zay / epif`d zyxt ycew zay / oicd mei - dpyd y`x
    Rosh Hashanah / Parshas Haazinu / Shabbos Shuva

     g"qyz ixyz 'b - '`    September 13 - 15, 2007 -

((((zzzzeeeerrrriiiiwwwwzzzzdddd    mmmmcccceeeewwww    ddddkkkkxxxxaaaa))))    xxxxtttteeeeyyyy    lllleeeewwww    rrrreeeennnnyyyyllll    eeeeppppeeeevvvveeee    eeeeiiiizzzzeeeevvvvnnnnaaaa    eeeeppppyyyyccccwwww    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    
?vnusfu "vkhdn tren kg" ihfrcna unf '"rpua ,ghe, kg" ut "rpuac gue,k" ohfrcn ubt iht gusn 'ihcvk ah vrutfk       

 rtcnu 'jbgp ,bpm wxc 'k"mz ihztr ;xuh r"vun 'ctaytdurn iutdvtuv rpuav znra '(s-d vcua, wkv) o"cnrv c,fa vn h"pg
ofh,uapbk uyhcv wufu "oftrucc urfzu vcua,c urzju ofhagnc uapju "of,nsr,n umhev ohnsrbu of,bhan ohbah urug"

 /k"fg vcuy tk rat u,cajnu vgrv ufrs ofn sjt kf cuzghu 'ofhkkgnu ofhfrs uchyhvu
       gunak thv rpua ,ghe, hcdk                                                                                                          vumnv rehga ubhmn hrv

rxun kcek hsf rpuav ,t                                                                                                        ,ghe," tk "rpua kue" treba
iht rxunv ,t ohkcen ihtaf                                                                                                               tshrd rxun ,rhnt hf '"rpua
vause .umhb uc ihtu ehr tuva osta ubhmn ifu /tmh tk rucv lu,k rpua geu,v :(d vbav atr) wndc ubhbaa unf 'vumnv rnd vc
.umhbn at rhgcvk lht gsh tk kct ohjpbv ,ftkn snka sjtk kan h,gna ifu /tmh tk rxun uk rnutv 'rxunv ,t rhgcvk

   /oukf uk khgun rxunv iht 'rxunv ,t unmg kg khgpvk vause .umhb uc ihtu rxun gnuav if unfu 'at
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    A SERIES IN HALACHAH
    LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Selected Halachos of Rosh Hashanah 

Understanding the Beracha of Shehechayanu On the

first night of Rosh Hashanah when one eats the “Simanim”

(fruit which brings good omens for a sweet year), and he

has a “shehechayanu” fruit, it is not connected to the

kiddush. Therefore, one should make one "ubhhjva" during

kiddush and a second one on the fruit. In fact, it is better not

to even have it on the table during kiddush. If it was brought

to the table, one should have in mind not to exempt it during

kiddush. This is in contrast to the second night of Yom Tov

when one places the shehechayanu fruit on the table during

kiddush and does exempt it with the beracha by kiddush (1).

   When one makes a beracha ".gv hrp truc" he should

have in mind to exempt the dessert if it contains fruit which

would also need the same beracha (2). If a person is unable

to eat any of the simanim fruit, he may just look at them and

recite the prescribed "iumr hvh" instead of eating it (3).

Standing when the Aron Hakodesh is open During the

lengthy Yomim Noraim davening, the Aron Hakodesh is

opened and closed many times during the special tefillos.

There is no absolute obligation to stand at those times when

the Aron is open because it is only obligated to stand when

the Sefer Torah is actually in motion. However, it is indeed

a widespread minhag to stand out of respect. As a result, a

weak person who is unable to stand may remain seated (4).

    `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n
qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

Private Requests Even though on a regular Shabbos and

Yom Tov, one should not add private requests (,uaec) into

his Shemona Esrai, yet on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur,

even if they fall out on Shabbos, one may add these requests

to his tefillah, since these days are specifically set aside for

many kinds of requests. However, one’s personal needs

should not become the main focus of his davening (5).

Extra Bowing during Shemona Esrai When one says the

tefillah of "ubhkg" during the silent Shemona Esrai by Mussaf

on Rosh Hashanah, he should bow down as he normally

does when saying this tefillah all year at the end of davening.

Even though one is not permitted to add to the four bows of

Shemona Esrai (ohhjv kfu 'ohsun 'idn ',uct) that is only by

the beginning and ending of any beracha. In the middle of

the beracha, such as by "ubhkg" in mussaf, it is permitted (6)

Listening to the Shofar When one listens to the Shofar

blowing, he should be careful not to start any tefillah until

the final tekiah is concluded, no matter how long it is (7).

Likewise, one should instruct his young children not to talk

or make any noise during each section of shofar blowing,

until the end of the last tekiah of each section is heard.

((((ssssqqqqeeeennnn    zzzzllllttttzzzz))))    eeeezzzzcccceeeewwwwtttteeee    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀    ddddyyyyrrrrnnnn    ̀̀̀̀ aaaa    jjjjiiiippppttttllll    xxxxeeeevvvviiiidddd    llllkkkk    xxxxkkkkffff    iiiikkkk  

hpk tkt ostv ,t ohbs iht :(:zy vbav atr) wndc t,ht     
kusdv ouhc iushb ostv 'rnukf /f"g vga v,ut ka uhagn
'vae vrutfku /vzv ouhv ka uhagn hpf vbav atr ka trubvu
kf rfz hf" :;xun ,khp,ca ,uburfzv heuxpc ohrnut hrvs
teus tku f"d rcgv kf ,t ohbs hrv f"tu /"tc lhbpk rumhv

?"vga v,utc" wndv ka vbuufv vnu 'vga v,utc uhagn tkt
 'jhdanv rthc tkt     wxc 'k"mz kdhupyftuu rhtn i,b r"undv

,unhar yekomg wt :ohekj hba tyj kf ,hhagc ah ,ntca '
,t ohbs vbav atrc 'ifcu /tyjv ,t vaga trcdv wcu 'tyjv
gceb vzu 'tmnb tuv cmn vzhtcu tuv trcd dux vzht kg ostv
ka ohhnuh ubk ah v"rc /ann vga v,utc er uhagn hpk
ohbpku hbpkf rpua" wtba unf v"cev kt vnumg ,ucre,v
ka gdr u,utc tmnb tuv lht ostv kg kf,xn v"cevu '"hns
hsuvh kfk ,urapt ah ifku /uka rcgv kg kf,xn tku 'ihsv
c,fhvku rund ehsm ,uhvk - r,uhc iye ut .k whpt - v"rc
ihsv ka gdr u,ut kg ohrcsna iuhf 'ohrund ohehsm ka irpxc
iuhf 'ubka ,ukhpbv kg rcsk ubk urxt vz khcacu /rcgv kg tk
vhrc hbt" rnuku rund ehsm unf wv hbpk sungk kufh t"f v"rca

/ubnn aecn v"ceva vn kf ,uagk ifunu "vasj

    ((((dddd""""xxxxaaaa    zzzziiiixxxxggggyyyyllll    hhhheeeeiiiitttt))))    jjjjllllnnnn    ''''dddd    lllleeeewwwwaaaa    eeeeyyyyiiiiccccwwwwiiii    yyyycccceeeewwww    zzzzeeeelllliiiiddddwwww
vnf ,jt kg 'vbav atr ka ouh kfc vkyc vjhan rvzhk ah   
tka whpt 'b"fvhcc vkyc vjha jxv kfa ',xbfv ,hcc vnfu
kg ovhsh ohna 'lf kg ohbunnv ohftkn hba 'vkhp,v ,gac
tku 'ktrah hektc ekj uk ihta 'vzk hut" 'ohrnutu uatr

!sgunv ,t kkjnf cajb ;tu '"tcv okugc
 lhannu    ogn wxc 'k"mz hkuf cegh r"ruvnf 'hsrpxv ofjv

 'zguk'urhcj og rcsk ubnn vbupu scfb ost hbpk cauh vhv ota
,hc tuva ',xbfv ,hcc f"uftg ',hcv kgc hpkf kuzkz lfc vhv

/,uktanv tknhu ohtyjv rpfha uaeck hsf ohbup oak 'wv
ihbgc er rvrvku wt vkn whpt rcsk tka rvzhk lhrm 'ifk    
kceh v"ceva uckc aechu 'ruchm jhkav hrcsk ihzthu 'vkhp,
uskh ,na iudf 'vkhkj vrn vga uk ,bnszn v,hv ukhta /u,khp,
uhbpk ohjhbn uhv whpta 'ovsbu onu,anu rgymn vhv smhf 'k"r
ung xbfhvk ohaecn uhv otu /ovc gdub vhv tk okug hbsgn kf
ostk ukt ohnhc ohnus ubt hrvu /gunak itnn vhv 'vke vjhac
- ushc vpuka ucrju icvsdbk snug ,unv ltknu 'reh ic uk aha
b"vv /iunnk tku ohcrg ohkftnk tk zt vbu,b u,gs iht htsuc
u"j vtrub vkjnk ut v,hnk uhbc ihs ut ubhs tmh ouhva if,h

?vbsbn vpuka crjvaf vke vjhac uatr keh lhtu - uz vbac
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        u:dpe, ohhjv ;f (3) c:dpe, ,ucua, hexp ihhg (2) zy:t:c vnka ,ufhkv (1)
     zpe, j"ut (7) (dg):df ktrah hat (6) th:z:t vnka ,ufhkv (5) dh:cnr s"uh z"y (4)
         

R’ Yisroel Baal Shem Tov ZT”L (Besh”t) would say:
   “On Rosh Hashanah, Hashem decides how much a person will earn for the entire year - will he be blessed

with riches or will he suffer poverty. Every single day, however, Hashem decrees in what frame of mind the

person will be when he receives his ordained portion. Will it make him happy or will it bring sadness to him?

This is part of the reward and punishment that the person’s actions have earned for him.”

Rabbeinu Yitzchok Aramah ZT”L (Akeidas Yitzchok) would say:

    “The gemara (zy vbav atr) cites the words that Hashem spoke to Bnei Yisroel: ‘Blow before Me a ram's

horn on Rosh Hashanah so that I remember the binding of Yitzchok, and I will consider you as having bound

yourselves before Me.’ This can be viewed almost in a literal sense; the feeling of submission generated by

the shofar blowing on the part of the people's hearts, and their resolve to return to the complete service of

Hashem - that itself is the ‘akeidah’ of Yitzchok who was bound on the altar!”

R’ Nachman of Breslov ZT”L would say:
    “One must do teshuvah, not just on sins that he knows of, but even on sins of which he is unaware!”

l"f ield mdxa` axd oa cec axd znyp ielirl THIS ISSUE IS DEDICATED 
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR

HAVE IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM.



the entire congregation was perplexed and more than a bit concerned.

    On Rosh Hashanah morning, however, shortly before Mussaf was to begin, the Rov hurriedly walked over

to R’ Nochum’s son, Eliyohu, who was sitting among the worshipers, and instructed him to lead the

congregation as the Baal Mussaf. The young man was astounded by this request. 

    “But Rebbe,” he protested, “I am not prepared.” R’ Yosef Chaim assured him that he would do well, and

strongly urged Eliyohu to serve as the chazan, despite the fact that the halachah clearly stipulates that it is

prohibited for a mourner to serve as the ruchm jhka on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.

    Upon completion of the davening, R’ Yosef Chaim explained to his perplexed congregants that he was

well aware of this halachic stipulation. The reason for this halachah, he explained, was so as not to mar the

joyous spirit of the Yom Tov. In this instance, however, where the widow’s heart was broken because of her

husband’s untimely death, hearing a new Baal Tefillah davening in his stead would cause her untold anguish,

and would greatly increase her sorrow. Upon hearing her son taking his father’s place, the pain of the widow,

Baila, would be greatly alleviated. This merit, in turn, R’ Yosef Chaim concluded, would make the tefillos of

the congregation more readily acceptable to the Almighty.
     

((((dddd,,,,cccc----`̀̀̀tttt    mmmmiiiilllliiiiddddzzzz))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    aaaawwwwrrrriiii    iiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀llll    hhhhttttyyyynnnn    `̀̀̀eeeedddd    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiiillll    wwwwgggg    iiiikkkk    ....eeeeppppbbbbgggg    mmmmeeeeiiiillll    ddddqqqqkkkkaaaa    xxxxtttteeeeyyyy    yyyycccceeeeggggaaaa    eeeerrrrwwwwzzzz
   Many people did not realize the strength of the fire of the holy Kotzker Rebbe, R’ Menachem Mendel

Morgenstern ZT”L, and his quality of ,nt - truth. In many circles, he was misunderstood and even

maligned. The Kotzker spent the last twenty years of his life in self-imposed solitude. Rarely did he venture

forth from his home; only on occasion would he see his chassidim. His detractors used this behavior as a

basis for spreading vicious rumors about him, some going so far as to question his sanity. However, R’

Yitzchok Meir of Ger ZT”L (Chiddushei Harim), calmed the Kotzker’s followers by explaining that from

the defamations spread by these antagonists could the true greatness and influence of the Rebbe be learned.

Were Kotzk not so important and powerful, he said, it would not call for such heated opposition. The Gerer

constantly encouraged the Kotzker chassidim by exhorting them to adhere to the teachings of their holy Rebbe.

   The story is told that the Gerrer Rebbe once dreamed that he was in Kotzk on Rosh Hashanah. When it

came time to blow the shofar, the Kotzker Rebbe himself took the shofar and began. The tones he produced

were perfect, but he was unable to complete the blowing of the required number of sounds. He handed the

shofar to the Gerer Rebbe, who blew weaker tones, but successfully completed the required number. 

     When R’ Yitzchok Meir related this dream, the chassidim interpreted it thus: “The Kotzker Rebbe’s call for

teshuvah, demanded more from his followers than the Gerrer. But it was the Gerer Rebbe who succeeded in the

end in influencing the chassidim to improve their ways with total repentance. The Gerer completed the work

begun by the Kotzker!”

((((ssssqqqqeeeennnn    zzzzllllttttzzzz))))    ooooiiiiccccaaaa    mmmmeeeexxxxnnnn    `̀̀̀aaaavvvv    llllrrrr    cccceeeewwwwttttllll    ooooiiiiccccdddd    mmmmeeeeiiii    ddddppppdddd    eeeexxxxnnnn`̀̀̀iiiieeee    ooooeeeeffffgggg`̀̀̀iiii    ddddccccrrrrxxxxeeee    lllliiiiggggeeee    ....................    mmmmeeeeiiiidddd    zzzzyyyyeeeeccccwwww    sssswwwweeeezzzz    ddddppppzzzzppppeeee 
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        xxxxeeee`̀̀̀aaaa    ''''dddd    ddddrrrreeeexxxxzzzz    iiiirrrrcccceeeeiiii    mmmmrrrrdddd    iiiixxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ooooeeeekkkkllllddddiiii    jjjjiiiipppptttt                                    ((((ffffhhhh----hhhhtttt    mmmmiiiilllliiiiddddzzzz))))

   The Medrash writes: “‘Praiseworthy is the Nation

that knows how to blow (the shofar).’ Does no other

nation, besides the Jews, know how to blow? They

have their own rams and their own horns. The differ-

ence is that the Jews know how to convince the

Almighty with their blowing .... and it fills Him with

mercy so that He turns His attribute of judgment into

an attribute of mercy.” What is so special about our

shofar-blowing that it will “convince” (v,pn) Hashem

to judge us kindly, over all the other nations?

  R’ Shneur Kotler ZT”L illuminates this Medrash:

When we blow the shofar, our innermost breath is

utilized to create the sound of the blasts. This

signifies that although our outer armor may have

become chinked and we may have compromised our

special relationship with the Almighty, deep down

we have remained unscathed and faithful to Hashem.

Our soul still yearns to bask in the spiritual light of

Hashem’s presence. When the Heavenly Court sees

that our essence yearns to be close to Hashem, this

“convinces” Him to overlook our tarnished exterior. 

((((zzzz""""iiiiyyyyrrrr    zzzzlllliiiittttzzzz))))    ddddzzzz`̀̀̀    ̀̀̀̀ llll`̀̀̀    jjjjllllnnnn    eeeeppppllll    ooooiiii`̀̀̀    eeeeppppkkkkllllnnnn    eeeeppppiiiiaaaa`̀̀̀
    How can we say this prayer with conviction and

proper intent, asks R’ Meir Shapiro ZT”L? The

entire year, we turn our backs on Hashem, on His

Torah and mitzvos. But now that we are to be judged

by Him, all of a sudden we turn to Him with tear-

filled eyes and cry out, “Our Father, our King!” How

hypocritical are we? By every right, Hashem can turn

us away: “Now I am your father? Now you call me

your king?” How terribly traumatized and embarrassed

we should feel as we recite this awesome tefillah! 

  

        jjjjiiiiyyyyrrrrnnnn    llllkkkk    llllrrrr    eeeeppppiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    ''''dddd    jjjjccccggggtttt    oooozzzz    ooookkkkaaaaeeee
    zzzz`̀̀̀xxxxaaaayyyy    ddddnnnn    llllkkkk    llllrrrr    jjjjzzzznnnniiii`̀̀̀eeee((((dddd""""xxxxllll    ddddlllliiiittttzzzz))))    

   The world is a fearful place. There is danger lurking

behind every curve, real physical danger which can

harm any individual at any time. If entire countries

are fearful of one another, due to the threat of atomic

and nuclear warfare, how much more so are

individual people afraid of what harm can befall them.

    We Jews, writes Rav Dr. Joseph Breuer ZT”L,

fear only one thing: Hakadosh Boruch Hu. The

Jewish concept of world and life is fully prepared for

physical fears and anxieties. We believe that the

continued existence of the universe depends on the

will of Hashem. It is not a bomb that threatens the

world’s existence; rather, it is the absence of human

beings who appreciate the concept of an omnipotent

and merciful G-d, those who scorn and ridicule

Hashem, will ultimately bring down this world.

    Thus, our special tefillah on our holy Day of

Judgment is: "lhagn kf kg ubhekt wv lsjp i, ifcu" -

“Give Your fear, Hashem our Lord, on all Your

works.” Let every creation serve and worship You,

and thereby unite into one bond - ,jt vsudt - to fulfill

Your will with all their hearts. This prayer is one that

the Jewish Nation has continually beseeched Hashem

with since time immemorial. This is our fervent hope

and belief and we express it succinctly on Rosh

Hashanah, a day when the world sees itself reborn

(okug ,rv ouhv) for there is no more appropriate time.

Nothing else can save and preserve mankind from

total destruction, nuclear or otherwise. It is but this

fear - Yiras Shomayim - that will redeem mankind from

every other fear facing it and no political, diplomatic

or military efforts of individuals or nations can have

any effect on the bombs that threaten them.  

 
llllyyyynnnn: As the terrors of war crept into the tiny village,
many people realized that it was time to escape.
Inquiries were made and a seasoned guide who knew
how to cross the heavily guarded border was located.
He informed the escapees that he would meet them at
a border village late the following night, and they
were to meet him there with their money.
   When all were assembled, the group headed out.
Trembling with fear and uncertainty, the men,
women and children struggled to keep up with the
guide, who, unlike them, appeared calm, cool and
totally unconcerned about the danger. The more they
traveled, the more frightened they became, while he

remained totally unfazed sitting tall atop his horse.
    The moment they reached the actual border
crossing, however, even the guide became serious. He
took every precaution and nervously glanced back
and forth until the entire group managed to cross.
Only the horses remained unconcerned and unaware.
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Says R’ Chaim Brisker ZT”L, some people
begin to feel the terror of the Yom Hadin from the
onset of Elul. Others gradually come to feel the spirit
of teshuva during the next few weeks, and by the time
Rosh Hashanah actually arrives, there is almost no
one left who is not trembling with concern for himself
and his family. Only the “horses” feel nothing .......!
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    ((((ssssqqqqeeeennnn    mmmmcccceeeewwww    uuuu""""yyyyllll    ddddllllttttzzzz))))    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    iiiigggglllleeeeyyyy    llllrrrreeee    iiiillllrrrr    mmmmiiiinnnnggggxxxx    yyyywwwwaaaallll    ccccnnnneeeerrrreeee    jjjjlllleeeedddd    iiiikkkkpppp`̀̀̀    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    iiiikkkkxxxxcccc    ggggiiiillllvvvvnnnn    `̀̀̀pppp    ddddiiiidddd
     For many years, R’ Nochum Bergman was the Baal Mussaf in the shul of R’ Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld

ZT”L, in the old city of Yerushalayim during the Yomim Noraim. The entire congregation was always deeply

moved by his heartrending tefillos. In the year 1905, R’ Nochum died quite suddenly, not long before Rosh

Chodesh Elul, after a very short illness. He was survived by his entirely distraught wife, Baila, and a son,

Eliyohu, a fine young man in his early twenties.

    As the month of Elul approached, a group of the leading shul congregants approached the great gaon, R’

Yosef Chaim, and asked him to select a new chazan, who would be a worthy successor to the late R’

Nochum. R’ Yosef Chaim assured them that he was giving the matter serious consideration. But when Rosh

Hashanah eve arrived, and there was still no word from the Rov concerning his selection of a Baal Mussaf,


