Halacha L'maaseh: Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a- Rav D'khal Ahavas Yisroel, Cleveland Heights, Ohio

LAWS OF THE THREE WEEKS

approach is to avoid putting oneself in a situation that
17 1MR12) Y N NI r % kok During the period of time known as Tég0Ta €4, the  would necessitate the beracha. Thus, if one has new fruit,
three weeks between the 17th of Tammuz and the 9th of  he should wait until after Tisha B'av to eat it @). If the fruit
’ Jn n ﬂ ] n kkk | Av,Bnei Yisroel mourn the destruction and absence of the  will not be available later on or will become rotten, he is
Beis Hamikdosh. Chazal intended to increase our permitted to recite &CaU earlier (5. Alternatively, many
A Torah Tavlin Publication k% | awareness of this sad chapter in our history and instituted  poskim permit reciting the &€ga on Shabbos during the
34 Mariner Way Monsey, NY 10952 a number of restrictions that we must adhere to. The onset  three weeks, and he may try to wait until Shabbos to eat
3 3 of these restrictions begin at sunset, on the night before  the fruit and make the beracha .
the 17th of Tammuz (1) and remain in place until UA6G - Haircutting is forbidden (7. For children under Bar and
S s g . A n s rn A M. sz —_ midday, of the 10th of Av. (Certain additiongl restrictions  Bas Mitzvah, the parohibitioon does not b§gin uqﬁl the
Udaaaad a4 =@g0-=1a uugo uaa= uau apply during the last 9 days) The following halachos week of Tisha B'av (5 1GU 04aU) @). A lady is permitted to
apply to the entire 22 and-a-half day period. cut her hair for the sake of tznius, i.e. to fit properly under
Shabbos Parshas Balak - Sixth Perek ok ok It }i]s prohibited to play or listen t}cl) musical instruments.  her sheitel or tichel. Also, cutting one'spﬁr?gen};ails is
)| 1U[1ly 3, 2004 = a"nuad &a Tgae Likewise, one may not listen to tapes, Cds or other forms  permissible until the week of Tisha B'av (4 1¢U 68a0) ©)
%33 | of musical application. It is also prohibited to dance Activities to avoid during the three weeks
1:38 - lau / aiaaa agé 1 (Monsey, NY) *8:14 - GAu Uagd =134 during this time (2, however, there are some exceptions: If ~ During the three weeks, and especially during the nine
8:32 - GAUA T4 10 A0+0  ~~mmmmmeme 8:32 - (AU 400 10 806+0) s | a wedding took place before #T0 #'¢ and the seven days  days, onc must be extra careful not to engage in any
0:22 - 4bg0T / Té46BA A0  ~~~~~~ 8:39 - a"T, f)Tl] Jabo= iTe of sheva berachos continue past this date, many poskim  activities that are even slightly dangerous. For instance,
9-44 - T( 4640 GREUT / 674D ~~~~— 9:15 - A" ZAA/0TU (ko= Tz sk | permit all of the above for the sake of &ié4 ¢ UGTU ¢)  one should not go canoeing because the the canoe may
("Alé 6344" FTASUIT) GAUIA GT4+ T00 TTET 0CAl 162 , TA+AT ~€1ATU 6T Others are stricter. Many summer camps and play-groups  turn over. Any surgery which can be scheduled for before
3k feel that music is a necessary part of their activities. They or after the three weeks, should not be scheduled to be
’1 ,b}’ Pabimp ) should consult a Rov and detail the ageof the childrenand  performed during this period of time (10).
the degree of necessity for having music in their program, ~ Above all, a person should recognize what is missing in
FEE | and only then are they permitted based on his decision. our exile and attempt to work on those mitzvos that will
ATi0A 604+ 164 £igda 10 2A0UAT TAA Téd 4044 ABho 044 51 @0 604 'A BATT ABEGE N Sf}ﬁl‘iin".t mase T}frbem"”i‘(sml?f“ on T bring abowt our [t edemption - 10U LAAA &40
1660AATECA d14 S608ISaCU T4+ AT 00TA 46084 (46-2) '484 AT 46000 60014 43802 1O clothes or urng fhe faree weeks. 'he sensivle alaaaloaleou aguaamid. o
aé l]éeaé éeﬂé.T éﬂﬂéOi aééﬂ— el]é <4 aaéra H64 I,eng 0 eAIT ,i' aeé UgaTA eﬂéal & UgOUT |ee0 36:a0+U Téég g+ T(10) &:T0(9) 40: TU 4" T(8) &: T ¢"3a(7) ¢0,AT:ad+U &"T(6) TU &"'To(5) #6:a0+0 ¢"aA(4) 4 68 1agUié UTGH(3) 28:a0+0 4" T(2) a"s+U a"a(L)
a| Gduéda uaalaaeaa daaé drddedd UTaa T azeid  .1"€0 daaéi aecé aiu aaegl 1 4061 &0de aeaa aea ok sresss MDIN PIPTY XYY
4TI Taal a1 Ué Gaga auegda 16T4 .TéTagTT TéTcea UAT Aaau aueéd aTi ,Udu+ai Ué 4gdagia
pPaotal UadTazaa 46001 TEETaT aTé &40 ,Aded aia 1014 oUg dlda 10 134l Taéd a"a+a iu | sk
UiiTaze 1€ Tédéd daaT asad eTica UTdeUT T1ié 10 1381 aa (Taa éaiTau TédaT aganoe R' Yehudah Aryeh Leib Alter ZT"L (Sefas Emes) would say:
ia 16 aza egiole Ua' aé iéca \'Q"{Blﬂoea aaae' aeﬁeoe aia Tuia 1i+6 Ol;'?a_.f{‘aae aru ,1ague | s "If one has a loose button on his clothing, it is not enough to just tighten that button. A loose button
Ta+602 8pa #100T Ta+0da aodl 08T Oe}):%ﬂ?lﬁgjga:e;?g? ;};:L_eaa:“':azo?eﬂgé: indicates wear and tear, ansl should make one inspect thjc entire garment. So too, a character de'fe(':'t is
60165 GG 13006 d4g A gbiT é 36 960 éﬁT 6T 6+00 'fid . 1"0r 00K 6530T 9" iTAA) 4200 A1A sksksk | reason enough for a careful inventory to see what other traits may have been affected and need repair.
o, ( a) ‘i jae eueﬂga eg’l Gé 'eﬂue aew Té..qi\"\ é‘ﬂf ? Néé,uoé,q aT? +?é,é\§’rha éa UTa,“iu ,\Laﬂ éal\J 3k R' Aharon Hagadol of Karlin ZT"L (Karlin-Stoliner Rebbe) would say:
;% z:?ggalg?uaaugggogfﬂ ! gg:‘)él 'I'?I\:é*qgol'él] I()Ioeuuafl ule;.ll’; ggggféaa‘:aéi L;:J;aa;%zli; (;I&ﬂlaaaee;; ""130@ - éC 161 06AUTA 84¢ A ¢UA0' - "You open Your hand and satisfy every living thing - with will.’
744 é.o 464 He °ﬁ g0 Z0ba gda ."|'éa|e dgell AT ouza ORI UATAGUA 186 AGEA ATE 40 TAET | sesese Hl:lmaTl beings are pr0V1.ded W.lvth a will and desire to be spiritually close to Hashem. When people fulfill
ougd 014 TU 40Epad ¢"Up Uk i6aaT ee0A 160  TeU 164 810 188 TOTI 10401 &0ATEsT adoaaT foia this will, they can be satisfied.
20004 T6Te6+T |au (ioTa |uaaa 10 ada TUed TéTooIU €dud Taa aia oug akau ¢Ti .
JAiTU "0 +""404 ,A0e8AT o' alaaa doUTa AléUa 184 Ugal 41 LU T334 0ae é0e aeca *%% | A Wise Man would say: ) ,
GBe UTAA3 JATOT TO 'AA 1 ‘6 iééeU0gia 'G¢ ¥Tep UAT TAUT Apa (G0 A6paa VSt "Choose a job you love and you'll never have to work a day in your life!"
a4 a6 AU ,0dTUAA Abe0ail auda dita 1éduga 138428 AeCT dié0al 16aieTa MAZELTOV TO MR & MRS MORDY SPIEGEL ON THE BIRTH OF THEIR DAUGHTER ESTHER BRACHA
OO OOOS OOOT OO OO OOTS OO OO [ << For all inquiries and Uig04, please call 845-821-6200 or E-mail: TorahTavlin@Yahoo.com




OOOE OO O5O5S <>

OO <O<OOS OO O85>

<>

OO OO <O<5O5S OO OO OO OOOs <>

Awed by the presence and insight of the Mahara"l, Emperor Rudolph announced, "I promise you no
harm will befall the Jews of Prague." He immediately tore up the papers containing the cruel decree. "You
spared my brethren much suffering," the Mahara'l said, "but you have spared yourself even greater pain."

TORAH GEMS
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When Bilaam went to curse the Jewish people,
he woke up early in the morning "and saddled his
donkey." Bilaam was a very important personage,
and was accompanied by an entourage of Moabite
princes and leaders. Why, then, did Bilaam
perform such a menial task himself? Rashi
explains: "From this we see that hatred causes
disregard of proper conduct. Hashem declared:
Wicked one! Avrohom, their father, has already
preceded you, as it states, 'And Avrohom arose
early in the morning and saddled his donkey."
When Avrohom set out to sacrifice his son
Yitzchok, he too "arose early and saddled his
donkey.” Avrohom's actions thus "canceled out"
Bilaam's evil intent and protected the Jewish
people. What was Bilaam trying to accomplish?

Denotes R' Menachem Mendel Schneerson
ZT"L, Lubavitcher Rebbe, Bilaam hoped to
somehow provoke G-d's anger against His people
and damage His love for them. Bilaam was a
master of incitement. When he saw that it would be
impossible to curse the Jews within the natural
order, he attempted to "disregard proper conduct”
and circumvent convention. Bilaam figured that
after the Jewish people had sinned in the desert, G-
d would also "disregard proper conduct" and stop
showing them His attribute of loving-kindness.
Bilaam's faulty logic was derived from blind
hatred. However, Hashem said to Bilaam, "Wicked
one! Avrohom, their father, has already preceded
you." In the merit of Avrohom Avinu, the Jewish
people are deserving of blessing within or without
the natural order. For Avrohom's actions also
transcended the "usual" way of doing things.
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The gemara (.41 16ga0) learns from this posuk
an unusual lesson: "Any person who does not
practice sorcery (UG0), is drawn into an inner
sanctum that even the Heavenly Angels are not
permitted to enter into, as it says, 'Because there is
no sorcery in Yaakov, nor witchcraft in Yisroel....""
We must understand: what is the basis for this
tremendous merit, whereby keeping ourselves
away from sorcery, we elevate ourselves to a level
that is greater even than that of the angels?

Explains R' Yosef Sorotzkin Shlit"a, sorcery
is a spiritual endeavor and any human being, if
properly instructed and versed in the ways of
witchcraft, can perform feats of "magic" without
much effort. This, however, is in direct contrast to
the spiritual ways of our holy prophets, righteous
tzaddikim and Torah scholars. Their towering
spiritual capacity is attained through tremendous
toil and effort, hours upon hours of intense Torah
study and U&+64d to Hashem. There is no shortcut
to achieve true yiras shomayim - fear of Heaven,
and even U&i+& cdg - Holy spirit. The difference
between Moshe and the sorcerers of Egypt was that
they knew the secret, a "magic trick," that allowed
one to throw down his stick and watch it turn into a
live snake. Moshe, on the other hand, through his
incredible spiritual prowess, accomplished this
same thing, with the toil and effort of a tzaddik.

Thus, one who shies away from sorcery - the
easy way out, through spiritual shortcuts - is
greater than even the angels who never need to
exert themselves nor expend any spiritual effort.
Hashem wants to see our toil and effort in Torah
and then He will draw us in to His inner sanctum.
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In the winter of the year 1592, in the court of Emperor Rudolph II, there were some ministers who
were envious of the great respect and honor that the famed Mahara"l M'Prague, R' Yehudah Loewy
ZT"L was enjoying. Although the Emperor had never actually met the Mahara"l, both Jews and non-
Jews knew that he was a holy man and they respected him greatly. As a result, the benevolent Emperor
was predisposed to deal kindly with the Jews. The courtiers of the Emperor planned to drive the Rabbi
out of Prague and send him and all his flock into exile. Knowing that the Emperor would not immediately
agree to anything of the sort, they enlisted the help of the Empress, who promised to induce the Emperor
to carry out the plan. That evening, the Empress handed papers containing the harsh decree to her
husband and demanded that he sign them at once. At first, the Emperor hesitated, but when his wife
persisted, he told her that he would "sleep on it," and deal with the papers in the morning.

That night, the Emperor had a strange dream. He was waging war, but was captured and placed in
prison. For many years the Emperor remained in prison, living on bread and water, no one taking any
interest in him. One day an old Jew passed the prison. The Emperor called out to him. The old man
stopped and looked at the prisoner behind the bars. "I am the Emperor," the prisoner exclaimed. "Don't
you recognize me?"

"You have changed, Sire," the old man replied. "I swear to you that I am the Emperor Rudolph. Please
get me out of here," the prisoner begged desperately.

The old man knocked at the prison wall with his cane, and immediately there appeared a passage in
the wall. The Emperor walked out and went with the old man to his home. "You cannot return to the
palace in this state," the old man told him, "for no one will recognize you. I will send for a barber and a
tailor to groom you and to prepare royal robes for you. In the meantime, lie down and rest." With tears of
gratitude rolling down his cheeks, the Emperor asked, "How can I ever thank you?"

The Emperor awoke and felt the hot tears on his cheeks. His thoughts turned to his strange dream.
"Only the great Rabbi Loewy, could explain the meaning of my dream,” the Emperor thought. "Request
Chief Rabbi Loewy for an audience immediately!" the Emperor called to his Royal Chamberlain.

As soon as the Mahara"l entered, the Emperor recognized him as the old Jew he had seen in his dream.
"Please tell me about my dream," the Emperor said, challenging the Mahara"l. Instead, the Mahara"l
replied, "What do you have under your pillow?" The Emperor now remembered that the Empress had
placed the decree under his pillow, to be ready for his signature first thing in the morning.
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