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úåáàã 'å ÷øô - ÷ìá úùøô ùãå÷ úáù
  Shabbos Parshas Balak - Sixth Perek  

  July 3, 2004 - ã"ñùú æåîú ã"é   

1:38 - úáù / äìåãâ äçðî       (Monsey, NY)    * 8:14 - úáù úåøð ú÷ìãä                    
 8:32 - úáùä íåé ìù äòé÷ù      ~~~~~~~~       8:32 - úáù áøò ìù äòé÷ù                
9:22 - áéøòî / íéáëåëä úàö        ~~~~~~        8:39 - à"î/òîù úàéø÷ ïîæ               

9:44 - íú åðéáø úèéùì / ë"äö        ~~~~~        9:15 - à"øâä/òîù úàéø÷ ïîæ             
("äìë éàåá" øîàéùî) úáùä úìá÷ íöò ïîæî øçàì ïéà ,íã÷åî ÷éìãîù éî*
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LAWS OF THE THREE WEEKS 
     During the period of time known as íéøöîä ïéá, the 
three weeks between the 17th of Tammuz and the 9th of 
Av, Bnei Yisroel mourn the destruction and absence of the 
Beis Hamikdosh. Chazal intended to increase our 
awareness of this sad chapter in our history and instituted 
a number of restrictions that we must adhere to. The onset 
of these restrictions begin at sunset, on the night before 
the 17th of Tammuz (1) and remain in place until úåöç - 
midday, of the 10th of Av. (Certain additional restrictions 
apply during the last 9 days) The following halachos 
apply to the entire 22 and-a-half day period.
    It is prohibited to play or listen to musical instruments. 
Likewise, one may not listen to tapes, Cds or other forms 
of musical application. It is also prohibited to dance 
during this time  (2), however, there are some exceptions: If 
a wedding took place before æåîú æ"é and the seven days 
of sheva berachos continue past this date, many poskim 
permit all of the above for the sake of äìëå ïúç úçîù (3) 
Others are stricter. Many summer camps and play-groups 
feel that music is a necessary part of their activities. They 
should consult a Rov and detail the age of the children and 
the degree of necessity for having music in their program, 
and only then are they permitted based on his decision.
         One should not make the beracha åðééçäù on new 
clothes or fruit during the three weeks. The sensible 
appprt

approach is to avoid putting oneself in a situation that 
would necessitate the beracha. Thus, if one has new fruit, 
he should wait until after Tisha B'av to eat it (4). If the fruit 
will not be available later on or will become rotten, he is 
permitted to recite åðééçäù earlier (5). Alternatively, many 
poskim permit reciting the äëøá on Shabbos during the 
three weeks, and he may try to wait until Shabbos to eat 
the fruit and make the beracha (6). 
     Haircutting is forbidden (7). For children under Bar and 
Bas Mitzvah, the prohibition does not begin until the 
week of Tisha B'av (åá ìçù òåáù) (8). A lady is permitted to 
cut her hair for the sake of tznius, i.e. to fit properly under 
her sheitel or tichel. Also, cutting one's fingernails is 
permissible until the week of Tisha B'av (á ìçù òåáù)  (9).

Activities to avoid during the three weeks
     During the three weeks, and especially during the nine 
days, one must be extra careful not to engage in any 
activities that are even slightly dangerous. For instance, 
one should not go canoeing because the the canoe may 
turn over. Any surgery which can be scheduled for before 
or after the three weeks, should not be scheduled to be 
performed during this period of time (10).
    Above all, a person should recognize what is missing in 
our exile and attempt to work on those mitzvos that will 
bring about our future redemption -  ,ìàøùé úáäà ,ä÷ãö
äìåàâä ìò äìéôú ,äøåú ãåîìú. ãîåòä éùå÷ ìëá åìøåâ ìò æâøúäì íãà ìéâø äðäå     

 ìéëùäåíëçä åìå ,åéúåìåáçú íåé÷ åðîî òðåîä åëøãá
 äá úåéäá åëøãî åøøåòì äàéø÷ éùå÷á äàåø äéä
 åì úðúéðä úåðîãæää ãáàé åæâåøáå ,úîàä ïî äæéìð
 ãåîìì íãàì åì ùé úàæä äùøôä ìëîå .íéîåøîî
 øøåòúäì úåðîãæää åéðôì íéðéîæî äîë ãò ,äáøä
 úåðîãæä ìë íéãéá ãáàî àåäå ,øîåçä úîãøúî
 ïá ìë äæá øøåòúé ,úåîäå íééçä ïéá òúôëå ,äáåèì

     .ìå÷éùä äæá åéìòôî ìå÷ùéå äøåú

 éùôð úîú ìàøùé òáø úà øôñîå á÷òé øôò äðî éî
 (é-âë) 'åâå åäîë éúéøçà éäúå íéøùé úåî

 úåöîá ïåáùç ïéà - á÷òé øôò äðî éî ì"æå é"ùøô     
 àì" ,"øåîçáå øåùá ùøçú àì" .øôòá ïéîéé÷î íäù
 íäá àöåéëå äèåñ øôòå äøôä øôà ."íéàìë òøæú
 òùøä íòìá ìù åúëøáã é"ùø úðååë ïéáäì êéøöå .ì"ëò

?øôòá ïéîéé÷î íäù úåöîä íúåàá éåìú
 ìàåîù 'ø ÷"äøä ,áåùèëåñî ø"åîãàä õøúîå          
 úðååë úîàáã ,ìàåîùî íù 'ñá ,ì"öæ ïééèùðøåá
 äá åéäé àìù ,úåéîùâä ãéøôäì äúéä åììä íéòùøä

ààò

 áëåø àåäå åì ïèùì êøãá 'ä êàìî áöéúéå 
 (áé-æ) 'åâå åîò åéøòð éðùå åðåúà ìò

 íéîçø ìù êàìî ,ì"æå ùøãîä éøáãî é"ùøôùî ïééò    
 .ì"ëò ãáàéå àèçé àìù àåèçìî åòðîì äöåø äéäå äéä
 íéîçøä úãî äàáù åùøéô äîì ,úåù÷äì ùé äøåàëìå
 àìä ,íòìá òùø åúåà ìò ïâäì ïàëá ä"á÷ä ìù
 ììë ìò ïâäì àá úîàá êàìîäù íéðéáî åèåùôë
 åëøèöé àìå íúåà ìì÷éå òùøä àåáé àìù ,ìàøùé
 òåãîå ?äîåùéø äçéðäù äëøáì äìì÷ä úëéôä úãîì

?íòìá ìéáùá äéä íéîçø ìù êàìîù íéùøôî
 é÷øô 'ñá ,ì"öæ øèôéâ éëãøî ø"åîâäì äàøð àìà     
 ïèùì" àø÷á áåúëù äîá ÷ééåãî àåä úîàáù ,äøåú
 ."ïèùì" íúñ áåúë àìã ,ùîî åìéáùá òîùîã "åì
 ìòôúäì ùéå .åøåáòå ãáì åì äúéä äðèùä äæù ,åðééäå
 åîë òùøä òåðîì úåìãúùä ïàë äúéä äîë ãò ïàëî
 ïëù ìëå ,åéìò ïâä ïòîì ìòåôì åéúåîéæî àéöåäî íòìá
 àåä ìùëð íéîòôìù èåùô íãà àìà òùø åðéàù éîì
 äðèùä ìëá ùéâøäì åì ùéù ,íãàä òáè éôë àèçá
 'úé åéîçø úãî íåùî äæá ùéù åëøãá éùå÷äå

 .ïåãáàå àèçî åìéöäì íéáåøîä
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  ãé:àð÷ú íééç øå÷î(10) ë:íù(9) áô:íù á"î(8) æé:íù ç"åà(7) çö,äî:àð÷ú á"î(6) íù à"îø(5) æé:àð÷ú ç"åà(4) 4 óã ìàøùé úîçð(3) æè:àð÷ú á"î(2) à"ð÷ú à"à(1)

R' Yehudah Aryeh Leib Alter ZT"L (Sefas Emes) would say:
     "If one has a loose button on his clothing, it is not enough to just tighten that button. A loose button 
indicates wear and tear, and should make one inspect the entire garment. So too, a character defect is 
reason enough for a careful inventory to see what other traits may have been affected and need repair."

R' Aharon Hagadol of Karlin ZT"L (Karlin-Stoliner Rebbe) would say:
     "'ïåöø - éç ìëì òéáùîå êãé úà çúåô' - 'You open Your hand and satisfy every living thing - with will.' 
Human beings are provided with a will and desire to be spiritually close to Hashem. When people fulfill 
this will, they can be satisfied." 

A Wise Man would say:
     "Choose a job you love and you'll never have to work a day in your life!"
MAZEL TOV TO MR & MRS MORDY SPIEGEL ON THE BIRTH OF THEIR DAUGHTER ESTHER BRACHA 

<><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><> <><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><> <><> For  all inquiries and úåøòä, please call 845-821-6200 or E-mail:  TorahTavlin@Yahoo.com



<><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><>   <><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><> <><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><> <><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>

    Awed by the presence and insight of the Mahara"l, Emperor Rudolph announced, "I promise you no 
harm will befall the Jews of Prague." He immediately tore up the papers containing the cruel decree. "You 
spared my brethren much suffering," the Mahara"l said, "but you have spared yourself even greater pain." ***

***
***

 úåçåë ñéðëäì åöø íä åìéàå .õøàä øîåç íâ ùã÷úéù
 äéäé à"àù ãò ,íééîùâä íéøáãä ìëá äàîåèä

.íééîùâä íéøáãä íúåùòá ùã÷úäì ìàøùéì
 çéðä àìù ùøãîä íùá é"ùøôù äî ïáåî æ"éôìå     
 åàöé ,åðééäã .ìàøùéì äåöî åá ïúð àìù øáã ä"á÷ä
 òøæú àì" - òåøæì ,"øåîçå øåùá ùåøçú àì" - ùåøçì
 øáã ìëá ùéù äøåúä úåöî åðééäå .øáã ìëá ïëå ,íéàìë

  .àãéøâ íúåéîùâî íúåà íéìòî øáãå

 úà ìàøùé åç÷éå ,äùåã÷ ìù õåöéðå éðçåø ÷ìç íåù
 åìëàéå ãåáëä éððò úçú åáùéù - ãáìá éðçåøä ÷ìçä
 .äæä íìåòä ìù úåéîùâä úà åç÷é íäå - 'åãëå ,ïî
 ïî åðùøâàå åá äëð ìëåà éìåà" ÷ìá øîàù äî åäæå
 ìëù ,ùøãîá øàåáî ïëå .úåéöøàä ïî ,øîåìë - "õøàä
 õøàì ìàøùé éðá åñðëé àìù äúéä ÷ìá ìù åúù÷á
 ùîî åäæ íðîà .õøàä ìù úåéîùâä úà åìçðé àìù
 ,úåéðçåøì úåéîùâäî úåùòì ä"á÷ä úðååë êåôéä

.õøàä øîåç íâ ùã÷úéù(àë-áë) 'åâå åøåîç úà ùáçéå ø÷áá íòìá í÷éå  
     When Bilaam went to curse the Jewish people, 
he woke up early in the morning "and saddled his 
donkey." Bilaam was a very important personage, 
and was accompanied by an entourage of Moabite 
princes and leaders. Why, then, did Bilaam 
perform such a menial task himself? Rashi 
explains: "From this we see that hatred causes 
disregard of proper conduct. Hashem declared: 
Wicked one! Avrohom, their father, has already 
preceded you, as it states, 'And Avrohom arose 
early in the morning and saddled his donkey.'" 
When Avrohom set out to sacrifice his son 
Yitzchok, he too "arose early and saddled his 
donkey." Avrohom's actions thus "canceled out" 
Bilaam's evil intent and protected the Jewish 
people. What was Bilaam trying to accomplish? 
    Denotes R' Menachem Mendel Schneerson 
ZT"L, Lubavitcher Rebbe, Bilaam hoped to 
somehow provoke G-d's anger against His people 
and damage His love for them. Bilaam was a 
master of incitement. When he saw that it would be 
impossible to curse the Jews within the natural 
order, he attempted to "disregard proper conduct" 
and circumvent convention. Bilaam figured that 
after the Jewish people had sinned in the desert, G-
d would also "disregard proper conduct" and stop 
showing them His attribute of loving-kindness. 
Bilaam's faulty logic was derived from blind 
hatred. However, Hashem said to Bilaam, "Wicked 
one! Avrohom, their father, has already preceded 
you." In the merit of Avrohom Avinu, the Jewish 
people are deserving of blessing within or without 
the natural order. For Avrohom's actions also 
transcended the "usual" way of doing things. 

(âë-âë) 'åëå ìàøùéá íñ÷ àìå á÷òéá ùçð àì éë
     The gemara (.áì íéøãð) learns from this posuk 
an unusual lesson: "Any person who does not 
practice sorcery (ùçð), is drawn into an inner 
sanctum that even the Heavenly Angels are not 
permitted to enter into, as it says, 'Because there is 
no sorcery in Yaakov, nor witchcraft in Yisroel....'"
We must understand: what is the basis for this 
tremendous merit, whereby keeping ourselves 
away from sorcery, we elevate ourselves to a level 
that is greater even than that of the angels?
     Explains R' Yosef Sorotzkin Shlit"a, sorcery 
is a spiritual endeavor and any human being, if 
properly instructed and versed in the ways of 
witchcraft, can perform feats of "magic" without 
much effort. This, however, is in direct contrast to 
the spiritual ways of our holy prophets, righteous 
tzaddikim and Torah scholars. Their towering 
spiritual capacity is attained through tremendous 
toil and effort, hours upon hours of intense Torah 
study and úå÷éáã to Hashem. There is no shortcut 
to achieve true yiras shomayim - fear of Heaven, 
and even ùãå÷ä çåø - Holy spirit. The difference 
between Moshe and the sorcerers of Egypt was that 
they knew the secret, a "magic trick," that allowed 
one to throw down his stick and watch it turn into a 
live snake. Moshe, on the other hand, through his 
incredible spiritual prowess, accomplished this 
same thing, with the toil and effort of a tzaddik.
    Thus, one who shies away from sorcery - the 
easy way out, through spiritual shortcuts - is 
greater than even the angels who never need to 
exert themselves nor expend any spiritual effort. 
Hashem wants to see our toil and effort in Torah 
and then He will draw us in to His inner sanctum.   
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 (é-ãë) 'åëå êøá úëøá äðäå êéúàø÷ éáéåà á÷ì íòìá ìà ÷ìá øîàéå

     In the winter of the year 1592, in the court of Emperor Rudolph II, there were some ministers who 
were envious of the great respect and honor that the famed Mahara"l M'Prague, R' Yehudah Loewy 
ZT"L was enjoying. Although the Emperor had never actually met the Mahara"l, both Jews and non-
Jews knew that he was a holy man and they respected him greatly. As a result, the benevolent Emperor 
was predisposed to deal kindly with the Jews. The courtiers of the Emperor planned to drive the Rabbi 
out of Prague and send him and all his flock into exile. Knowing that the Emperor would not immediately 
agree to anything of the sort, they enlisted the help of the Empress, who promised to induce the Emperor 
to carry out the plan. That evening, the Empress handed papers containing the harsh decree to her 
husband and demanded that he sign them at once. At first, the Emperor hesitated, but when his wife 
persisted, he told her that he would "sleep on it," and deal with the papers in the morning.
     That night, the Emperor had a strange dream. He was waging war, but was captured and placed in 
prison. For many years the Emperor remained in prison, living on bread and water, no one taking any 
interest in him. One day an old Jew passed the prison. The Emperor called out to him. The old man 
stopped and looked at the prisoner behind the bars. "I am the Emperor," the prisoner exclaimed. "Don't 
you recognize me?"
     "You have changed, Sire," the old man replied. "I swear to you that I am the Emperor Rudolph. Please 
get me out of here," the prisoner begged desperately. 
     The old man knocked at the prison wall with his cane, and immediately there appeared a passage in 
the wall. The Emperor walked out and went with the old man to his home. "You cannot return to the 
palace in this state," the old man told him, "for no one will recognize you. I will send for a barber and a 
tailor to groom you and to prepare royal robes for you. In the meantime, lie down and rest." With tears of 
gratitude rolling down his cheeks, the Emperor asked, "How can I ever thank you?"
    The Emperor awoke and felt the hot tears on his cheeks. His thoughts turned to his strange dream. 
"Only the great Rabbi Loewy, could explain the meaning of my dream," the Emperor thought. "Request 
Chief Rabbi Loewy for an audience immediately!" the Emperor called to his Royal Chamberlain. 
    As soon as the Mahara"l entered, the Emperor recognized him as the old Jew he had seen in his dream. 
"Please tell me about my dream," the Emperor said, challenging the Mahara"l. Instead, the Mahara"l 
replied, "What do you have under your pillow?" The Emperor now remembered that the Empress had 
placed the decree under his pillow, to be ready for his signature first thing in the morning. 

<><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><>   <><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><> <><> <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><>   <><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>  <><><><>


