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We find that Noach first sent out a raven to check and report back if
the land was dry, and only later did he send out a dove. Why?

R' Zvi Hirsh Berliner ZT"L, explained this with a true story that
| occured to him. When R' Zvi was offered the position of Rov for the city
of Berlin, a city that maintained a reputation of non-observance of
Mitzvos, he sent a "modern" person, instead of a friend of his who was a
Talmid Chochom, to visit Berlin and report back to him the state of
affairs there. He felt that had he sent the unsuspecting Talmid Chochom,
the sly and cunning Berliners would have been able to pull the wool over
his eyes and make him think that they were utterly religious. By sending
someone who was somewhat less religious, he felt that the "modern"
citizenry of Berlin would trust him completely and thereby enable him to
make a capable and accurate evaluation of their actions.
So too, Noach felt that had he sent out the innocent dove, any
© | remaining wicked people would have been able to fool the dove into

- | thinking that they were righteous. Instead, he sent a raven, an unkosher

| bird, which would be able to assess the situation accurately.
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R' Chaim of Volozhin ZT"L would say:

"History has shown that when Jews dwell apart, we lead lives of
sanctity. When we assimilate, the nations remind us that we are different.
Either a Jew makes Kiddush, or the gentiles make Havdalah!"

R' Nosson of Demille ZT"L would say:

v "The worst part of idling away and wasting time, is not knowing when
.| to stop!"

R' Duvid Moshe of Chortkov ZT"L would say:

"There are seventy facets to Torah: One of these is that silence is a
retaining wall to preserve knowledge." N A RSN I,
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After hearing about the young man's efforts and futile attempts at
attaining wTpn N1, the Ba'al Shem Tov asked him, "Tell me, were you

"Absolutely, Rebbi," exclaimed the young man, "I made sure to rise
early, daven with the first minyan, and rush back home so as to avoid
engaging in any unnecessary conversation."

"What about saying ©0>>>nn during that time?" asked the Rebbe.

"Of course I did," replied the young man. "Each day, I would spend an
hour to complete all 150 kapitlach of Tehillim."

R' Yisroel sighed, "Now, I understand everything. In Parshas Noach it
says, "Nany nwyn NS - 4 light shall you make for the ark. We may also
learn from these words that a person must be extra careful, that the words
that he davens should be pure, with no profane or wasted thoughts. One
should take care that "nwyn nx - a pure light should be made, "nan9” -
to his words of prayer." The Ba'al Shem Tov smiled knowlingly, "It is
clear now where your ”0>>v1 ©»127” were during these forty days."

TORAH GEMS

The Medrash tells us that this posuk is referring to those days on
which the entire Hallel is recited. Where do we see this from the posuk?

Answers R' Shimshon of Ostropoli ZT"L that the 30 to remember
those specific days on which the entire Hallel is recited outside of Eretz
Yisroel, is with the word "nvaar. The »a» equals 2, referring to the first
two days of the Yom Tov of Pesach. The second 717 equals 2, which
refers to both days of Shavuos. The 70" equals 9, which alludes to the
nine days of Succos and Shemini Atzeres. The »n» equals 8, referring to
the eight days of Chanukah.

Explains R' Shimshon, the Medrash wants to convey to us that this
very same idea is concealed in this posuk "ny Y W2 DI DN - Two by
two they came to Noach. "0»w» means 2, referring to the first two days of
Pesach; "o again means 2, referring to both days of Shavuos; "1
has a numerical value of 9 - the nine days of Succos; "ny 9x” has a
numerical value of 89, which is the same numerical value as n>nn.

equally careful, during those forty days, to daven each day all the m»on? |
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The story is told of a young Chasid who would seclude himself in a
room and spend much of his waking hours immersed in texts of
Kabballah and mystical works. While perusing through one of these
seforim, he came across a teaching that states that if one is extremely
careful not to allow the slightest bit of ©¥>va a7 - idle words, to come
out of his mouth, for forty days straight, he will merit the power of
YNPN M - the holy spirit, upon him. This was an unbelievable prospect
for the young man and he immediately took it upon himself not to utter
one single, wasted word from his mouth, for a full forty days.

When the time was up, the young man was more than slightly upset
when he realized that he was uncapable of such a lofty and wondrous

| ability. But he just couldn't understand it; hadn't it been written - in black

and white - that watching one's words for forty days will merit N1
vwnpn? Completely miffed, he immediately travelled to the home of the
great R' Yisroel Ba'al Shem Tov ZT"L to inquire about this dilemma
and why it hadn't worked for him?




