
 kvtv j,p cah tuvu trnn hbktc wv uhkt trhu
 /// ouhv ojf (t-jh)ohrcsv iv ckv ,buuf rjt -

     thpku 'ohjrutc ujhryvk tka veh,rbn vnj tuv lurc ausev thmuv :h"ar
 /ohabt ,unsc uhkg ohftknv thcv 'ohtc ohjrut uhv tka rgymn uvtra

 hrcs ,t ubrfzv rcf    eeee""""vvvvuuuuzzzzvvvvvbuuhf tk o,gska ukt ,rnujc (:yne d"j) 
ohkkjn ov uz vpeavc hf 'ruphxv rcs ,t er ghsuvk ot hf vhruphxc vru,v
rnuk ubhkg jrfvcu 'k"r ihkuj vhrcs ,men ohauga rjtn 'vkhkj vru,v ,t
kyun ifa iuhf /wv ,sucgc ohdaunu ohfrs ubk ,ukdk vru,v vaec ruphx kfca
ghsuvk vru,v vbuuhf vn ihcvk hsf 'vru,ca ohruphxv kfc cyhv ihhgk ubhkg
ubk ,rpxn vru,va ubh,utrc uz varpk ubhtucc ubhag ,tzfu /vhruphxc ,uruvku
ubtmnu 'wohjrut ,xbfvw ,umnc ubhct ovrct ka u,uks,avu ueaj ksud ,usut
'uz vumnk ovrct ubhbhez ka u,ueeu,av ,t ahjnvk ohtc ohrcsva vn sckna

 /v,ukkfc vsucgv kg ohsunhk od vc ah
ovrct ,t jhryvk v"cev vmr tk vkhj,fkna h"arpc ubt ohtur vbvs    
rgymn ovrcta u,utrc okut 'veh,rbn vnj ouhv vzc thmuv lf oaku 'ohjrutc
rcs /ohabt ,unsc ohftkn thcv wohjrut ,xbfvw ,umn ohhek u,kufhc ihta kg
sutn ovrct rgymh ;uxcka atrn gsh v"cev hrv /t ',uvhn, h,a ,rrugn vz
vnk if otu 'wohjrutw uk thmnhu u,ktan tknh lfn vtmu,fu 'ohjrutv rsgv kg
trucv ohfxv rcfa rjt /c ?ohjrut ughpuh tka vkhj,fkn ccxk iufbk vtr
ztu 'veh,rbk vnjv rhzjvk ;hsgv tk vnk 'ovrct ka u,ktan ,t tknk v"c
ohftkn uk jukaku 'hubha kg hubha ;hxuvk uk vnku 'ouh hshnf ohjrutv ughpuh

 

o,trek .rhu trhu uhkg ohcmb ohabt vaka vbvu trhu uhbhg tahu
/// vmrt uj,ahu kvtv j,pn(c-jh) tnkg htvc ostv ,sucg - 

    d kf yrpk tcuy lhrtv wev vru,,xbfv ka sxj vagnv ka yrpu yrpohjrut 
vru,v lhrtv tk vru,v varpv lanvc 'obnt /ohftknv og ubhct ovrct vaga

/c"m rcsvu /ohftknv og yuk vaga ohjrut ,xbfv ka sxj vagvnc lf kf
xhbfn vhvu 'kfk ju,p vhv ovrct ka u,hca k"zjta vn gusha 'rtck ah sugu    
rsvnu tmuhvhv ubhct ovrct :(wz erp) i,b hcrs ,uctc t,htsfu /tkpb iputc jrut
uvkhftv ihyj ,p kuftk ufrs ihta ,t u,hc lu,c ixhbfn ihjrut tmnhafu okugc
ihh ,u,ak ufrs ihta ,tu rac uvkhftv rac kuftk ufrs ihta ,t ihyj ,p
kftn oa jhbvu ohfrsv kg ohkusd ihrykp vbcu sng tkt sug tku /ihh uveav
kfu /jur ,jb uk ,hagb lfhpk ohnak lrcu v,au kft xbfbu tcv kfu veanu
itf teus lhrtv vru,v gusn f"tu /f"g 'ovrct ka u,hc lu,c humn ktua vpva
(:up) n"cc wndc t,hts 'c"m r,uh sugu ?ohftknv og ubhct ovrct vaga vz sxjc
vag v"ceva ktrah kkf ufz unmgc ubhct ovrct vaga vn rcs kf rfaca
vb,hb v"ceva ufz vz rfacu 'ckju vtnj unmgc jek ubhct ovrct 'ovk unmgc

,t ovrct ohhe tk rcs ka upuxca cuajk ouen aha od vn ?ohabt ,unsc
lurc ausev ,dvbva jrfvcu 'ohcgr ,ntc ghcav tka rjtn ',ntc vumnv

/vn rcs ubhsnkk v,tc tuv
vhva vagnc vahjnvk ohseb uz vdvbvc vbuhkgv vbuufv ,t ,ukdk hsf     

 og////gggg""""hhhhzzzz    aaaayyyyhhhhuuuuuuuuffffggggkkkknnnn    hhhhffffssssrrrrnnnn    hhhhccccrrrr    eeee""""vvvvrrrrvvvvvhv zgu 'kvun vhv ayhuufgkn e"vrv 
oka ouh ukhpt ahsevku unmg jhryvk ifun vhva sg 'uz vumnc euxgk ubumr
ovrct ka u,hrcc lr eubh, xhbfvk hsf er ohjshb ohcuahk ,fkk hsf
tukv 'lf oak er ohnh vcrv ,ukck iufbk tuv vtur vnk uvukta ogp /ubhct
ukta jycun ubhva 'rntu vbgb ?ohkvun sug obah ohjshb ohcuah i,utk lunx
.nt,n tuv if kgu 'tyjv in ohrnua ,uhvk ufzh o,ut kunh tuva ,ueubh,v

 /,ja ,srn ohsuvh khmvk sutn
vnj vkhj,fkn tuv lurc ausev thmuv vnk rhpa icun vz hp kg      
uk ihnzvk lrymh ovrct ka urgm rcduhaf ;uxcka gsha ;t kg 'veh,rbn
hkcn ,unhkac ohjrut ,xbfv ,umn ouhec ovrct ,t ,ufzk vmr hf 'ohjrut
ath,h if ot tkt u,ufzk u,kufhc vhv tk ,tzu 'odp oua u,uumnc vhv,a
sutn rgymh lfn vtmu,fu 'oujv scufc rhfha rjt vnhhekn ubhct ovrct
ubumr ,ufzc vfz rcf 'ath,v rcfa rjt okut 'kgupc vnhhek u,kufhc ihta
hsf ,uchx ccxk v"cev ka u,kufhc vhv rcfu 'wodp oua uc ihta vagnwc

 /ohjrut ,tmnv h"g u,gs xhpvk
vhuk, thv kgupc vumnv ,hhagc oda snkk v"cev aehc ,gf od okut   
,unsc ohftkn teus jkau 'udvbnf okugv ,t rhzjv tk ifku 'wvbuufwc rehgc
ohtcv ,urusv usnkh lf lu,nu 'osh kg vumnv ovrct ohheha hsf 'ohabt

/icvu 'ukhafn v"cev vhv tk if tk ots 'vbuufc vhuk, vumnv rehga uhrjt
vagna 'rtck ahu /wndv hrcs kf ,ufhrtc a"hgu 'ohnav in inv ktrah kkfk
f"t 'ohjrut ,xbfv ka vagn vaga ,jt ogp er vhv ubhct ovrct vaga vz

/vz vagnn teus kusd rfak ubhct ovrct vfz gusn
'ohftknv og ubhct ovrct vaga vz sxj vagna 'vzn rtucns 'rnuk vtrbu    

xbfv u,utvhv vz vagna ouan 'ogyvu /r,uhc r,uhc vkugn rcs vhv ohjrut ,
'vkhn ,hrcv rjt 'kusd ju,hb rjt vhv ubhct ovrcta 'apb ,rhxnc vagn
yrpcu /rcs oua ,uagk uk vaeu 'r,uhc aukj ostv ju,hb rjt 'okug ka ugcycu
'sxj ,uagk ujuf kfc ks,av ubht ovrct 'if p"gtu /ohrz ohabtk 'sxj kundk
kf rtck vausev vru,v lhrtv hfv ouan 'apb ,rhxnc vhv vz vagna iuhfu

vu /ohftknv og yuk vaga sxj vagnc vcuy vru,v lhrtv tku 'yrpu yrpvru,
u,hcu 'shn, sxj knud vhva odv 'ubhct ovrct vaga vz vagnc teus lhrtv
if kgu /vcuy vru,v lhrtv f"gu 'tkpb ,kusd vhv vz vagn n"n 'kfk ju,p uhv
,rhxnc vhva 'ubhct ovrct vaga vz sxj vagnn tkpb rfak ktrah kkf ufz
ov ohcuy ohagnu ,umn vzhta 'wv ,sucgc kusd suxh ibhzj itfnu /vkusd apb
'apb ,urhxn og uagba ohagn i,ut er ubhhv 'v"cue kmt r,uhc ohcuaj
kg ostv rcd,h otu 'o,uagk tka r,uh jub gcyv hpfa 'ubk ohaea ohrcsv
/r,uhc v"cue kmt chcju cuaj vagn u,ut 'apb ,rhxnc ,"hav ,t scghu 'urmh

",umnv kg ihrhcgn iht"- The Mishnah [/zn khgk] states: the osv hrha of the z"g rp (rcs) okgv rp 'd"vf rp 'f"vuh ka rhgau rp ,uhnhbpv ,utyj,
were poured out on the iumhjv jczn ka hcrgn suxh (the base on the western side of the iumhjv jczn. "tngy htn"? Why specifically on the suxh
on western side? The Gemara answers because the pasuk says: "sgun kvt j,p rat vkugv jczn suxh kt". Which implies, tahrc gdps tuvv.
And the first suxh the ivf approaches when leaving the kfhv, is the suxh on the west side, which is j,pv sdbf. wxu, quotes h"ar, that the osv hrha
is poured out on the hcrgn suxh because that is the side "j,pv sdbf". But h"ar is not xrud the words in our Gemara of "tahr gdps tuvv".
Because with that txrhd the reason for pouring the os on the jrzn would be because of the rule, ,umnv kg ihrhcgn iht. But h"ar is learning the
reason for this ihs is a f"vzd from the words "sgun kvut j,p". Tosfos asks: Why do we need the pasuk if we know this vfkv anyway from the
rule of ihrhcgn iht, since it’s the first suxh he encounters? wxu, answers that we only apply ihrhcgn iht when we are confronted with 2 separate
,umn -first perform the vumn that you were tahrc gdp. But to be gcue which suxh to be ohrhav lpua, we wouldn’t use this kkf.
    The wnd [:u vkhdn] brings hxuh hcrc rzgkt wr who holds, that even when we have a hba rst, all the ,umn of Purim are done in iuatr rst. It’s
rc,xn to do the ohrup ,umn in the first rst, since we hold ,umnv kg ihrhcgn iht. Tosfos [rc,xn v"s oa] asks from this Gemara in vkhdn: by us,
we only apply ihrhcgn iht when we are faced with 2 separate ,umn, yet in vkhdn wxn we are using ihrhcgn iht to tell us to do the ohrup ,umn in
iuatr rst when it’s also only one vumn? Because of this, wxu, brings vsuvh ubhcr who answers: b"vt, the osv hrha ,fhpa actually could be
learned from ihrhcgn iht, but then we would think that it’s only a vkhj,fk ihs. So, the pasuk is needed to tell me the hcrgn suxh is cfgn.
     The z"hrd asks: The mishnah [:sx ,ujbn] says: we must bring the rnug (barley) from the closest possible place in ohkaurh. One of the reasons
for this is ,umnv kg ihrhcgn iht. By the rnug it’s one vumn and we are being gcue a ouen of where to get the rnug, yet we say ihrhcgn iht. Why is
this different than osv hrha where it’s one vumn and we’re being ouen gcue of the os ,fhpa, we don’t say ihrhcgn iht?  ihhgsus okuan wr hrughac .
     The  [s"gr wx j"ut]g"ua  says: On ,ca, we are ,urff h,a kg gmuc and hold them both in our hand, but we cut only the bottom vkj. (t"nr says
this is only on ,ca khk, by day or on y"uh we’re gmuc the top vkj). The uc kf says, some are dvub to be iu,j,v gmuc, but we are dvub to be gmuc
iuhkgv. The ;xuh ,hc says the dvbn of the uc kf is also written in ,uhbunhhn ,uvdv. But the h"c says: he saw ohkusd begmuc on the lower one,
vkce p"g ,uagk iufb ifa h,gnau. The j"c says: "vn, hbtu"! How can we be vbu,j,v kg gmuc and be ihrhcgn iht rcug? Therefore, he says he is
dvub to cut the top vkj. The z"y was dvub to cut the lower one, but put it closer to him, so as to be tahrc vc gdup to avoid ihrhcgn iht. The t"rd
was dvub to be gmuc on both.  ihhguc"banc .                                                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

R’ Yosef Dov Halevi Soloveitchik zt”l (Beis Halevi) would say:
     “wrptu rpg hfbtuw - Dirt is worthless but it is used to plant or create a new object. Ash once had value, but now it is burned
to nothing. Avraham was saying he was nothing, and is not worthy of anything. Chazal tell us because he said ‘Anochi afar
vaeifer,’ he received the vrpv rpt and vyuxv rpt. Midda K’neged Midda. The vrpv rpt is used to make the past impurity
become pure for the future, whereas the vyuxv rpt is to clarify that up until now she was tahor and now is tamei.”

A Wise Man would say: “By forgetting the past and by throwing myself into other interests, I forget to worry.”                                                          
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (52)
Question: Reuven borrowed or rented a car from Shimon, and a
slight accident occurred leaving only a small scratch. Does he
have to tell the owner? The same question can be posed about
someone who drove past another car and caused such a scratch.
Answer: Basic halacha evaluates damage using two main
approaches: 1) Reduction in market value, as per the Mishnaic
language regarding damage compensation, whether for an
animal eating crops in another’s field (1), or for injuring a person
where he cannot work (2). 2) The cost of repair. These two
measures can differ, and sometimes both apply. For example, a
car might be repaired for $1000, yet its resale value may still
drop due to its accident history. In the case of a minor scratch, if
the owner would not bother fixing it and the car’s market value
remains unchanged, Reuven is not obligated to inform or
compensate Shimon. This applies whether the car was
borrowed, rented, or simply scratched in passing. However, if
the scratch is significant enough that the owner would repair it,

  

      

or if it affects the car’s resale value, Reuven is obligated to pay.
Additionally, if there was a verbal or written agreement requiring
the borrower to report any such change in the car, Reuven must
honor that agreement. In such cases, a Bais Din or Dayan should
be consulted to determine compensation (3).

Question: Reuven damaged Shimon’s guitar by making a hole.
The repair cost two hundred dollars to restore it to working
condition, but the resale value has now also dropped because it is
now a “repaired guitar.” Does he have to pay for both?
Answer: This depends on the discussion in the previous
paragraph and it seems from the Poskim that he would have to
pay for both (4). If they require a professional estimate to
determine if it is worth fixing, would the damager have to pay for
that? At first glance, he does have to pay for it to know how to
properly pay for the damage he did. If there are many repair
shops with different prices, how do we proceed? Do we go after
the price in the location of the accident, the victim, or the
damager? These questions should be decided by a Rav or Dayan.

       



    Before destroying Sodom, Hashem seems to have contemplated informing Avraham Avinu first, questioning, “Shall I hide
from Avraham what I am about to do?” The posukim continue, apparently spelling out Hashem’s decision process in telling
Avraham: “Since Avraham will become a great and populous nation ... that he may instruct his children and house to keep the
way of Hashem by doing what is just and right ...” This requires explanation. Where else do we find a debate whether a prophet
should receive nevuah, and furthermore, for the Torah to reveal Hashem’s reasoning?
    In the Hakdama to his Sefer Pituchei Chosam, R’ Moshe Sofer zt”l, the Chasam Sofer, writes an amazing explanation. To
be a Navi many requirements must be met, as enumerated by the Rambam in Yesodei Hatorah (ch. 7). One condition is
,ussuc,v, which is spending time in seclusion, focusing entirely and solely on Hashem, which leads to an intimate closeness to
the Almighty. But because Avraham was so busy with the people and drawing them to the truth, he never had the opportunity
to do this. Subsequently, he never attained a level of nevuah found by other prophets! For this reason, Hashem was not going to
reveal what was going to happen to Sodom. However, Avraham was perfect in every other area, a true Ish Shaleim, and the
only reason he was short in this area was precisely because he was bringing others to true Avodas Hashem. Therefore, Hashem
says, “This will not be the reason for Avraham to lose out. After all, he is spending his entire day on building a future that will
do what is just and right and serve Me.” And so, Hashem disclosed Sodom’s imminent demise with Avraham.
     The Chasam Sofer concludes and says that when helping others, one will certainly not lose out on his own personal growth;
to the contrary, he will merit special Siyata Dishmaya. There is a known story of a woman who would call R’ Moshe
Feinstein zt”l every Friday to confirm the candle lighting time. R’ Moshe insisted on taking the call himself, explaining, “If
Hashem gave me time to help others, how can I not take the time?”

     In our parsha, we encounter two very different approaches to performing acts of kindness and hachnasas orchim. The
approach of Avraham Avinu and the approach of his nephew, Lot. Regarding Avraham the Torah tells us that he sought to
include both Sarah and Yishmael in the mitzvah, making it a family project. Lot, on the other hand, single-handedly took
care of the Malachim, baking matzos and serving them. What is the difference in the results?
      R’ Reuven Grozovsky zt”l explained as follows: When one does a vumn vagn alone, its impact is likely just on the one
performing said mitzvah, and it won’t necessarily spill over to others. When, however, it is done inclusively, and not as an
exclusive endeavor, the hashpa’ah filters down to all those involved, positively affecting them. Thus, regarding Avraham
Avinu the Torah later relates, "ung uhrgb hbau" and "usjh ovhba ufkhu". Whereas concerning Lot, the Torah writes, ejmnf hvhu"
"uhb,j hbhgc. His family degraded him. His actions weren’t reflected by, nor accepted by, even his closest kin.
      The next machshava complements this vort. There’s a posuk in Mishlei (17-16) that states ,rtp,u ohbc hbc ohbez ,ryg"
"o,uct ohbc - “Grandchildren are the crown of their elders, the glory of children are their parents” R’ Reuven added one
word to beautifully illuminate the meaning of this posuk:  ohbc hbc ohbez ,ryg"inzc"o,uct ohbc ,rtp,a . When are the
children, the crown for the Zaidas? Only when the children feel that their glory is predicated on who their ancestors are.
Only when there is respect and awe toward, and in connection with parents, will the children be the pride of their parents.
When the children partake together with the elders in all aspects of our rich mesorah, they will strive to emulate them too. 
     May we and our children be zoche to continue the glorious chain of our mesorah.                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

asj tk ouhv uhkt ,fkv ,t gusn rnthu
 /// ouka rnt,u ,ca tku(df-s wc ohfkn)

 vag hbt rat ovrctn hbt vxfnv rnt wvu(zh-jh)

/// hrvn rnthu vra kt vkvtv ovrct rvnhu
 rgbv kt i,hu cuyu lr rec ic jehu(z'u-jh)

/// yukc ahtc urmphu ovn lk grb v,g yupa ypahu rudk tc sjtv urnthu (y-yh)
     In Toras Avigdor, R’ Avigdor Miller zt”l was once asked to explain what he feels is the best way to fight against the
liberals, the progressives who are enemies of the Torah, who battle against a pure and religious lifestyle? He replied as
follows: “To fight the leftists and reformers, the very best way is to get married and have a big family. But in a case where it
will take a little time before you can find the right wife, you can still do something about it by writing letters. A letter costs
very little. It’s a pity people don’t do that more often. Personally, I send letters to senators and congressmen. Don’t think they
ignore the letters. If you’re capable, you can write letters to newspapers. And many times they print your letters. 
    “But remember, the very best method is to raise a family. Your children will speak as they walk through the streets - just by
being alive they’re speaking the truth. I see a boychikel on a bicycle, wearing a yarmulkah. His payos are flying behind his ears
and he is speeding down the street. You know what? That’s an advertisement for Hakadosh Boruch Hu. A pleasure to see him. 
    “Or the zechus of seeing our girls coming out of the Bais Yankev. A whole group of frum girls dressed with tzniyus. That’s
kodesh kadoshim. That’s an advertisement for Hashem. You know, when the liberals see that, they get sick to their stomach.
Kein yirbu! It’s very important for us to increase and multiply. ‘Pru Urevu Umilu Es Ha’aretz V’chivshuha’! You should
multiply and conquer the whole world by the number of your children!”
    The following story was told by a talmid of Rav Miller. It was the late in the evening on Election Day in New York City,
sometime in the early 1980’s. Rav Miller was very vocal about the upcoming election and had spent the previous four months
storming about the importance of voting against the Democrat candidate for Mayor of New York. The Rav was adamant that
the frum tzibbur should come out to the polls in large numbers to fight against the immoral and dangerous ideology of the
Democrat Party in New York. He spoke about it before shiurim, after shiurim, even during shiurim. He urged his mispallelim
and shiur attendees to call friends and encourage them to vote Republican, and to go as far as handing out papers, leaflets, to
others to make clear the importance of the election for the city on a whole and especially for the frum community.
     Finally, the polls closed - it was Motzei Election Day, and the final results were coming in. A grandson of Rav Miller was
visiting his grandfather in the Rav’s apartment upstairs from the shul and he offered to do a favor for the Rav. 
     “Should I go down to the shul and find out from someone there what the results were, if our candidate won?”
      The Rav responded. “No, I’m not interested. It’s fine. Whoever wins, wins.”
    “But Zeidy,” said the grandson in shock. “What do you mean ‘Whoever wins, wins’? This is all you’ve been talking about
for months; about how important it is to vote in order to fight against the rishus, the wickedness, of these politicians! How can
you not be anxious to learn who won? What do you mean you’re not interested?”
    “You have to understand,” the Rav explained, “When I fight against the liberals and the enemies of the Torah, I’m doing it
because they’re waging a war against Hashem and part of my avodas Hashem is to fight on His side, to fight for what He
wants. What the results will be, that’s out of my hands; I just have to do the most I possibly can to battle for Hashem. Once I
do that, I’m not interested in following the results, being nervous about it and wasting time with it. Our job is to serve Hashem
and fight for Torah values as much as possible. The results? What will be, will be. But we can never stop doing our part.”
    That was R’ Avigdor Miller’s outlook on life. It’s all about fulfilling the words of Dovid HaMelech, “Ohavei Hashem Sinu
Ra” - if we love Hashem, we must despise evil. We have to do our utmost to be on Hashem’s team. He could not understand
how Jews can vote for a party whose platform is virulently anti-religious and anti-Hashem. How can Jews smile when corrupt
individuals visit our community in an attempt to garner our votes? How can they justify voting in order to get money for
yeshivos when those same votes will bring billions of dollars to the liberal anti-morality causes? Of course, tkt igahvk ubk iht"
"ohnaca ubhct kg - so no matter the outcome of any election, we all must place our faith and trust solely in the One above.               
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 /// kvtv j,p cah tuvu trnn hbuktc wv uhkt trhu(t-jh)
llllyyyynnnn: For many years, R’ Avraham Shmuel Binyamin
Sofer zt”l, also known as Ksav Sofer, would go to the same
vacation/health resort as Baron Rothschild. The Baron spent
a lot of time enjoying the Ksav Sofer’s Torah that he delivered
on different occasions, and their relationship flourished.
    One year, the Baron cut his visit short. When asked by the
Ksav Sofer why he wasn’t staying long, the Baron replied
with a vort of his own: “Chazal (Bava Metzia 30b) tell us on
the posuk, "iuagh rat vagnv ,tu vc ufkh lrsv ,t ovk ,gsuvu" -
make known to them the way they are to go and the practices
they are to follow, the word "ufkh" - “to go” refers to visiting
the sick. This is because when you visit the sick, you have to
recognize when you should get up and leave. Perhaps your
visit is a burden for the ill person, or perhaps the ill person is

  

embarrassed to be seen in this state. Therefore, the Torah says
"ufkh" one must know when it is time to go ...”
     With that, the Baron stood up and left. The Ksav Sofer
often repeated this vort in the name of Baron Rothschild.
llllyyyynnnnpppp: When Hashem appeared to Avraham Avinu in Ailonei
Mamre, Rashi tells us that He came to visit the sick, the
mitzvah of Bikur Cholim. This is one of the greatest acts of
kindness a person can do (Peah1:1). It is interesting to note
that the words “Bikur Cholim” have a deep meaning. Besides
the simple meaning of visiting, which is the act of showing up
and seeing the sick person’s condition and praying for his
speedy recovery, the term “bikur” implies a critical
examination of the needs of the sick patient. Whether
something physical or just merely encouraging the patient
and cheering him up, one cannot fathom what he might
accomplish with his “bikur” of the “choleh.”

    Elisha HaNavi promised the Isha HaShunamis - the
Shunamite woman, that she would merit giving birth to a
child in appreciation for her hospitality, but after a few
short years the child took ill and died. The woman laid her
child on Elisha’s bed and went to find the holy prophet. 
    The Navi tells us that upon seeing the woman head out,
her husband asked her why she was going to see the
prophet on a day that wasn’t Rosh Chodesh or Shabbos -
the customary time to visit a prophet socially. However, the
bigger question here is why the woman did not tell her
husband that their beloved child had passed away.
     R’ Michel Feinstein zt”l (Shai L’Torah) quotes R’
Chaim (Brisker) Soloveitchik zt”l who explains that in

the tragic case of a deceased child, it is the generally the
responsibility of a father to arrange the funeral and make the
necessary burial arrangements. In this case, we glean a lesson
in belief and faith, no matter what. The child had passed
away, and most would rightly assume that there is nothing
further one can do for the child at that point. However, the
Shunamite woman displayed a rare strength of belief in the
power of tefillah. While her husband would immediately
arrange the funeral, she decided not to tell him until after she
spoke to the Navi and exhausted all of her options.
    A great lesson in Emunah and Bitachon is learned from
this story and the message is clear: how no matter what
happens, the gates of tefillah are never closed.
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