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This posuk seems to contradict itself by saying that you will not be
expelled when you do contaminate the land. Shouldn't it have been the
other way around?

The Toras Kohanim compares sinning in Eretz Yisroel to a prince who
has a sensitive digestive system, as he is used to only the finest of foods
and delicacies. Any coarse alimentation would upset his system. So too.
Eretz Yisroel is very sensitive to sins. Those who sin there would be
expelled. R' Meir Simcha of Dvinsk ZT"L, the Meshech Chochmobh,
says in the name of his father, that according to the above parable, if the
prince continued to eat coarse food he would eventually grow accustomed
to it and would successfully digest it. Likewise, if Eretz Yisroel would be
subject to continuous sinning, it would also not become as sensitive.

This is the meaning of the posuk. The land will not vomit you out even
though you defile it, as it has expelled the previous occupants of the land.
At that time the land was still sensitive. However, it has since become
accustomed to the sins, and instead your punishment will be 11> -
excision. You will not be expelled but rather you will die in the land.
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R' Yitzchok Meir of Gur (Chiddushei Harim) ZT"L would say:
"We recite the berachah 0 nn ©>195 MNPWI VYN - who returns souls
to dead bodies, right after the blessing on the Torah, to show that our very
life is just from Torah!"

R' Hillel of Radoshitz ZT"L would say:
"If a person lives with the fear of sin, he will have nothing to fear from
death!"

R' Moshe of Kobrin ZT"L would say:

"Vanquishing the Yetzer Horah is like learning to ride a horse. If you
fall off the horse you immediately climb on again. %@;too, with the Yerzer
Horah, if you tried to control it and failed you must*try, try and try again."
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to the reason for his choice, the Apter Rov pulled out a chumash and
opened it to Parshas Acharei Mos. "It is true that the other host is known
to be free of sin, a "shayner Yid". However, if he is even the slightest bit
arrogant, the gemara teaches us that regarding a ba'al ga'avah, Hashem
says, 'He and I cannot co-exist in this world." If Hashem cannot find any
room for such a man, then surely I cannot either."

The Ohev Yisroel looked at his Chassidim. "But this man who I
decided to stay by, even though he may have certain blemishes and
transgressions on his account, is a humble person with no trace of
arrogance. Of such people, the Torah tells us, "2 MXMLN VTP oy 195
HDANPY TINA BNN VN ... YN - He shall bring atonement on the
sanctuary for the impurities of Bnei Yisroel ...... that dwells with them
amid their impurity. Seeing that the shechinah itself is able to dwell in
the midst of such a man and his home - I moved in too!"
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The Medrash tells us that the Kohen Gadol brings with him, into the
holiest part of the mishkan, the merit of the mitzvah of Bris Milah. Why
did he bring this particular mitzvah in with him on Yom Kippur?

Explains the Munkaczer Rebbe, R' Chaim Elazar Spira ZT"L, at
every Bris Milah, the assembled guests recite 0313 1Y DIV DYI
D110 DYWYNYY NONY NN - Just as he entered the covenant, so may he
enter into Torah, marriage and good deeds. The reason that we do not
express a similar wish at a Bar-Mitzvah, for instance, is that at the time of
the Bris, the infant is doing the mitzvah in it's purest form, without any
selfish or egotistical motives. Thus, we wish for him to enter into Torah
and marriage with the same purity of heart.

There is usually a subconscious element of self-interest, pride, or even
arrogance that tends to enter our minds, with regard to the mitzvos we
perform. This being the case, how can the kohen gadol bring such tainted
mitzvos into the DWTPN WM - holiest of holies, where the true intent of
each mitzvah is revealed and the motive that inspired it is bared? It is,
therefore, for this reason that the kohen gadol enters with the mitzvah of
Bris Milah accompanying him, for this is the one true mitzvah which is
undergone without even the slightest trace of selfishness. (
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The Chassidim would tell over, it once happened that the great Rebbe,

R' Avrohom Yehoshua Heschel ZT"L, better known as the Ohev
Yisroel after his famous sefer, was planning a trip to a distant city on an
important matter. Inmediately, two lodging places were prepared in the
city for the forthcoming visit and upon the Rebbe's arrival, he was to
choose the dwelling of his preference. Obviously, both homes contained
perfectly kosher kitchens, up to the Rebbe's demanding standards, and
each home was spacious enough to accommodate the prominent guest and
his many visitors who would stream in and out of the house to pay their
respects and ask the Rebbe for blessings.

One of the hosts, however, had a reputation that was marred by
whispers of certain long-ago indiscretions. This man, aware of the truth
and the gossip that was spread about him, had a complacent disposition
and was of a humble spirit. The other host, though, was far removed from
petty sin and maintained a stellar reputation in the community, to the point
that he was referred to by the townspeople as a "Shayner Yid" - a fine jew.
The one drawback was that this man was a little too proud of his stature
and he perceived himself to be more than he actually was.

Upon arrival in the city, R' Avrohom Yehoshua chose to stay in the
7 e of the "not-so-perfect” host. When later asked by his chassidim as
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