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A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY
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Laws and Customs of Tzedakah - How to give

Let us now discuss the proper ways in which a person is
required to give charity. There are many aspects to the
mitzvah of Tzedakah and before fulfilling this mitzvah, one
should be aware of how it ought to be done.

With a Happy Face. One must give with a joy that shows
on one’s face (). This reveals kindness and mercy which
leaves the recipient with a feeling of dignity. The main
reward for giving charity is this expression of joy .
Standing. Whenever possible one should give while
standing 3). Even when handing over money to a messenger
in order to give for him, one should stand up @.

Right Hand. Tzedakah should be given with the right hand.
This activates the “Right Hand”” of Hashem, which signifies
Tonn N - Divine Kindness, overcoming Y10 1103 - Divine
Justice. Even a left-handed person should give tzedakah
with his right hand.

Words of Sympathy. One should speak to the needy with
words of sympathy ). If one cannot give at all or is unable
to donate an appropriate amount, he should show some
sympathy with his words and expressions that he feels bad
not being able to give a proper amount ). If one can afford
to give, but has no money on him, he is obligated to borrow
from someone if possible 7). (Chazon Ish)

Privately. In order to save a person collecting charity from
NI X3 (5) 023 NNONN DX (4) DN OGO (3) PP DTN TV (2) 3017 7P (1)
AN (10)¥192 PN ININ(9) 51 19N (8) DI OMY TNI-TIINEN TY1 (7) 1019 7D (6)
PO 7PN (13) OV rPND(12) O XINA NI (11)
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embarrassment, one should give in private ). Of course
when the recipient comes around asking in a public place
like a shul or chasuna hall where everybody gives right
there, and those who ask know that, it is permitted.
Intention. When giving, one should have in mind to fulfill
the many mitzvos of tzedakah ). If one lacked this intent he
has nevertheless fulfilled the mitzvah. In fact, even if one
loses money and a poor person finds it, he is rewarded (o).
Additionally, if one gives in order to get something in return,
e.g. to bring healing to a family member, it is nevertheless
considered a bona fide and desirable act of charity «1). This is
on the pre-condition that if he is not successful if he will not:
(1) Complain against Hashem’s decision.

(2) Regret having given any money (12).
Not Boastful. If one boasts or glorifies himself with what he
gave he might lose the reward of the mirzvah (3.

WEEXLY CHIZUX # 37

With the Three Weeks here and the tense situation in Eretz Yisroel
every person should feel the responsibility to make some spiritual
effort to merit Hashem'’s protection. Here are 2 examples:1) To make
a concentrated effort to say the beracha of protection - »aown -
during Maariv with maximum clarity and concentration. If one slipped
and didn't do so he could say the words of the beracha after Maariv
without saying Hashem’s name. 2) When giving charity to the many
needy Israelis who are forced to come to us, we should give in a
warm manner and shower them with blessings and words of comfort.
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R’ Zushia of Anipoli ZT”’L would say:

“Every mitzvah that a Jew does creates a good angel and every sin creates an evil one. I never saw a
whole angel created by the transgression of a Jew. Every angel created by a sin is missing a limb. The reason
is because every Jew has an innate belief and faith in Hashem, and even if he slips and commits a sin, he
immediately regrets his action, sighs, and is sorry for what he has done. These sighs have the power to maim
the limbs of the resulting prosecuting angels.”

R' Shloime Wolbe ZT"L (Alay Shur) would say:

“Behavior and mannerisms that display arrogance and conceit are signs of an inner feeling of weakness.
An insecure person tries to hide his insecurity by bluffing strength. Minor difficulties can overwhelm such a
person and destroy him.”

R' Eliyohu Meir Bloch ZT"L (Peninei Daas) would say:

“The rest we experience on Shabbos is not just a rest from work on that day alone. Rather, it gives us the
ability to feel calm and peace of mind throughout all the days of the week.”
A SPECIAL MAZEL TOV TO MR & MRS TZVI TURNER ON THE BIRTH OF THEIR SON, YISROEL CHAIM *)
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personify what the office of the Kohen Gadol represented. oo B3 Yox oThon on oy D I T ORAH GEM SJ NP T TN 3R TN
R’ Avrohom Yehoshua Heschel of Kapischnitz ZT”L (1888-1967) was named after his paternal .:. (m—.-\:)"t:\m:‘«:'ﬁmwsjm‘v:{ - — = (%) iy mbm"w’ oY T
ancestor, the renowned Apter Rov ZT”L, who was especially regarded as an.Ohev Yisroel, a lover (?f his cO{Erath:osgte;ﬁatilvh?ihPIEZEZfI che:k;::rrillilses arllgi E;S Sf(z)r} thlts,a;]:(;ﬂ:ncl;e- D a}?’ ‘_)‘J; fguzf:gi w‘;’;})lgj the}
people, and even called his classic sefer by that name. After WWI, the Kapischnitzer Rebbe moved to Vienna 0:0 H hg Moshe Robbei  to fall I; gth’ X to ar ¢ this € p ?;’; 1o _m"‘ ’ azad
where he remained and held court until the second World War broke out. After surviving the Nazi Labor . das etm warl}fs M'Ods' ¢ Icéillelt’;lu no ?1 a ) or the interpret this to Iz}ean. u wﬁ NNV -renetyv an{)
camps, he emigrated to New York on the Lower East Side. Wherever he lived, he was renowned for his | ¢4 tl’?cep 1ons tl’? ! lan.d N en'lt an dan igotlllllz'e ImPSrOVe i’l?ur 1\3/110 lzns-h (oj;v (I)IWC TCE,CVIVVFI{T ag'lonlsl‘
supreme kindness and great ahavas yisroel (love of one's fellow Jew). His dedication to refugees of the two . "D:E’D:Yas “aemcs(;l;;?jigsj, tiiiuls(?all )\yi?ioelllefel(i preel}r] Haksi/lin ;T”I(js i?cwe beglcle:tll?,to our cell:i.ldrlel::cth:
World Wars was especially extraordinary. In post-WWII America, he carried the pain and suffering of | €4® : ) : . ’ i S
countless individuals on his weak and frail shoulders. Indeed, often when he heard the problems of others, he . with reggrd to the matter of Peor. and the h1(.1ef)us act importance of observmg. the Tgr a,h anq its inherent
would break down in uncontrollable weeping. The grief of his fellow Jews tormented him much more than | ®¢® of C(?Zbl’ 'daugh';ler of glle Prglcel of 1\/[1151 1an. '3 values,t' w7e are r'etnewinég 7),/ ldd;lShk.ﬁti) The tnext
his own afflictions, and countless times the Rebbe put his name and honor at risk in an attempt to help others. * conspiracy 1s much more than a simple act of s and - generation's commitment to foralt will be as strong
Once a broken survivor of the Nazi inferno showed up at the Rebbe's door. He had just arrived from % lt, ‘,V(t)lﬂ(,l 4 seem ttl;lat' theuMifhamlm had much more Eghlf t?ey thetmslellvesthhad re':gel‘\f;:d it. This 1ts Wlilat
Europe and was hoping to settle in America. His wife, however, had been refused entry due to her ill health o SInis e]{ﬁ ez;; up Ye.lr col eill,veYs. eevel. Alter ZTL T aZZ . m;.em w ;lmh 'ldey sa%t > f .sotlzzeone fz.acdei
and was on Ellis Island awaiting imminent deportation. The man was inconsolable and indicated that if his | " ¢ i elsd 1s1t’pe ’ ¢ M':is'me b flr 0 ;)r Z/[ Ot l‘;fgr an CBl " e(ril, ! tl,s as tl{: ney }r1 ?lcdezve tl
wife was indeed deported, he wouldn’t think twice about taking his own life. uncovers the deception of MVidian, based on the —af Mount oina. y cducating thewr chiidren 1o
“Don’t worry pll)eas e don’t worry,” implored the Rebbe. “Igpromise you that by next week your wife will 0:0 gemara (P YTMD). Of course, there were many adhere to the Torah, parents will also improve their
be here together’ with you!” Upon };earing the Rebbe's words, an immediate feeling of calm overtook the | e, nations that used m and infidelity to cause the Jews observance. When children stray from the Torah
distressed man, and greatly relieved, he went away a new persor;. 4* | to sin, and at times they were successful. However, path, parents also become lax in their observance, for
One of the Rebbe’s disciples, R’ Morgenstern, had witnessed the scene with the distressed man. The | (oo the Ml(,hamm we.re' not satisfied with simply causing fear of becoming estralllged. from thel,r sons .and
Rebbe’s words were out of character and he gathered up the courage to ask the Rebbe how it was possible for | ¢ B 7%e,lt Y lf d gel to Sncll’. theyT\;lvere tahfter a greatterdlevellof dau%htegls. Tlll(ey (;flt;n rat10nahzt§ tth;: t.he1}rl.111(11tent1or.1lsl
him to make an extraordinary guarantee like that. It was no less than promising a miracle! oF | SPirtual cowngracing. 1Aus, they concocted a planare for the sake of Heaved - 5o that their chridren wi
The Kapischnitzer Rebbe sighed. “You saw how desperate the poor man was,” the Rebbe replied. “My first i vlvlherebyk thely poste(;l ;)llder ;md younger womeﬁ gl still 11slten to them. T}.lllllsj when we train 0(111r chlldrer:
concern was to calm him down and Boruch Hashem, 1 succeeded. At least for the next week he will feel | % the marketplace and through an ingenious method, —properly, we, too, will Improve our conduct. WTn
- : ‘ : ¢ | they ensured that the Jews would buy wine from the "o>wyn - the renewal itself will bring about, yav"
better. If after a week he sees that I was wrong and his wife was deported, he will say, ‘Avrohom Yehoshua is . . . ’
not a real Rebbe, Avrohom Yehoshua is a liar.” But at least for a week I succeeded in bringing some peace 0:9 Z;’fl;?tgf; I;Z(r)\lzl::i?‘thzlilﬁ)lipnuersﬂo(s)i tﬁi El thliv}:’ivj; tﬁg D:Zl’"\;)]z DM_ gle I?Zféz?ggvog?iie;iswho said the
into his life.” ann : edras e
With that the Rebbe took his Tehillim and began to recite the posukim with intense emotion. As tears | o5 I ews were granted from Heayep a}l throgghout their converse: DIYYIN WM MY - First tmprove your
streamed down his face, he could be heard pleading, “Please Hashem, please see to it that Avrohom ®" | sojourn in the desert. The Midianim realized that as actions and then renew them. If parents improve their
Yehoshua didn’t say a lie. I was only trying to help a Jew in a pathetic situation. Please don't let me be a liar.” 0:0 long as ? gel Yisroel were eating l;frpm t?}-is splcrlltual Tgr aht;deM lt;vahdoll;seffvgglgfe,l tthela thﬂg_rel?l Wllu
; ; ; : ; : source, there was no way to bring them down obey the Torah and be faithful to G-d. Similarly,
In this faShl-O n. his pray=s continued long into the night. ad o% | entirely. Thus, they attacked this source and schemed when children observe their parents neglecting minor
The Almighty heard his prayers. Through a wondrous turn of events, the woman was granted permission to | ®¢ o have them contaminate their souls from within, laws, they will come to disobey even major ones
stay in America, and was reunited with her husband. ’ ) :
Y -’ 0:0 with unholy wine from an unholy source. This was a Thus, by bettering our adherence (v1av) to even the
I: H»‘q ﬂ:ﬂﬂ Hﬂ .’wa | new method, a clever “conspiracy” and Moshe was minute details, we maintain the new (WTn), with
(R>-2) A3 T2IWN2 MNP NN IR TN 12 DY MEn RN 2R TN TN 13 TYHN 13 oD A X4 told to be aware of their sly wickedness. Yiddishkeit practiced properly by the next generation.
Ywn: A Bar Mitzvaboy once came to the Lubavitcher disgppointing. By the? sixth inning, the Dodgers were R G’==" 1»" seee n‘:’ HWya I
Rebbe, R’ Menachem Mendel Schneerson ZT”’L losing 9-2, so we decided to leave.” >
for a blessing. The Rebbe blessed l_lim warmly that “Did the players leave tocz‘?” asked the Rebbe. R (2-12) A 0 MM3 NN T TN IR AN b
he dS Izoul}lfl gfrov&{]to E\e a;lsoturce é)ftpr;de to Itlﬁs liieolf ;e lThe boydrglled%lﬁs iyes. Ofl course ﬁl 0t.£herl§kare * Chazal tell us that although Pinchos was the son of Elazar, and the grandson of Aharon Hakohen, he was
21111 riose dl Shifrllnll)l ya.lskisn . :;26 ouoa t?;sveet;all ?an‘e;” ¢ ?hzy?;es 2& :?tso £ tlele aI;srrlceanBlel?\;ﬁew lznersegeé det(; 0:0 not admitted into the glorified circle of Kohanim until after he acted in the Name of Hashem and stamped out
fl“phe boy no dc{ed thatg,he wasy “Which team do.you sta;] and tryrt)o win untilgthe gﬁme is ovlér’}’] the terrible misdeed of the Prince of Shevet Shimon (Np ©na). Since Pinchos was already born at the time
follow: the Yankees or the Do d.g ors?” “That is the lesson 1 want you to.know about 0:0 that Aharon and his sons were Divinely anointed to be Kohanim, and only those people and their future
Thé Dodgers, of course, said the boy (This was Judaism,” said the Rebbe with a smile. “You can | offspring were sanctioned with the holiness of priesthood, he was made to earn his right to be a Kohen -
back in the 1950s). “Do you ever go to games?” either be a fan or a player. Be a player!” 44® | which he did in spectacular fashion, eventually achieving the highest level of Kehunah and becoming the
asked the Rebbe, and the boy said that his father had Swma: The Jews stood around as spectators while an . Kohen Gadol. Pinchos was, by nature, a zealous and a forceful individual - totally out of sync with the ways
just taken him to a game. “Really? Was it fun?” abomination took place. Except for Pinchos. He knew | ®¢® | of Aharon Hakohen: ]w 9Ty 09w 27N - (one who) loves peace and pursues peace. As a result, Pinchos
The boy shrugged. “It was a dumb game, pretty what he had to do. He was no fan - he was a player! was awarded the ©¥w ™12 - covenant of peace, which he learned to embody, and in time, he came to truly




