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Halacha L'maaseh: Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a
A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LIVING IN A YESHIVAH (13)

Honoring Rebbeim and Talmidei Chachamim (cont.)

As we discussed previously, a person is obligated to
stand up when a Talmid Chacham enters his mmx 1
(approx. 6-8 feet) (). This goes for any Talmid Chacham
whether one has learned Torah from him or not. The Taz
@ holds that one is required to rise to his full height. The
Magen Avrohom is more lenient (3) and permits one to
rise slightly off his chair from a sitting position. Although
it is preferable to do like the Taz, one may be lenient with
the following justification: Since in many places this has
become the local custom without protest, and a Talmid
Chacham is permitted to forgo his honor @), this may be
construed as a N>Mn - waiving, of this honor.

The obligation to stand up is only if the Talmid
Chacham is within the same domain. However, if a
person is in one room and the Talmid Chacham walks by
an open door, one is not required to rise ().

How often must one rise for a Talmid Chacham
Ashkenazim who generally follow the rulings of the
Rema, are required to stand at the beginning and end of
each day ). This pertains in large measure to a yeshiva
setting, where most of the same people are present
throughout the day, and they usually know that he has
fulfilled his obligation to stand in the morning. If a new

- Rav D'khal Ahavas Yisroel, Cleveland Heights, Ohio

set of people arrive, however, one is required to rise again.
Sephardim, who follow the halachic guidelines of the
Mechaber (R' Yosef Karo ZT''L), should stand up even
many times in one day (.

Even when a student is in the midst of learning Torah,
he must stand up for a Talmid Chacham @). The same is
true when one is davening, however, some poskim © rule
that oneisexempt from rising if he is saying Krias Shema.

Honoring one's 713 29 - Principal Teacher

The definition of a ”pnam »a7” would seem to be the
person from whom one has gained most of his Torah
knowledge. Some poskim suggest (o) that nowadays
when much of a person's learning is culled from seforim
and other holy books, the title »pnaw »2 - "Principal
(Foremost) Teacher” no longer applies to an individual
person. Others lean to the opposite extreme and feel that
in today's yeshiva system, where younger bochurim tend
to remain by a specific Rebbi for a year or even longer,
during that period his Rebbi is considered his pnayd »n.

For one's pnam »1, the general obligation of honoring
and standing up for him is stricter. As soon as a student
sees his Rebbi approaching (in the same domain), even
from a distance, he should immediately rise (11)and remain
standing until the Rebbi is out of sight or has reached his
intended destination.
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R' Yehudah Aryeh Leib Alter ZT"L (Sefas Emes) would say:

"Despite the fact that the Jewish people hadn't listened to their leaders, 'Because of their anguished
spirit and the cruel slavery," Hashem commanded Moshe and Aharon to keep on talking. For the word of
the Lord always makes an impression and has an effect; if not immediately, then sometime later. Holy

words are never wasted, and are ultimately heard."

R' Menachem Mendel Schneerson ZT''L (Lubavitcher Rebbe) would say:

"The first four expressions of redemption allude to our past redemption from Egypt, whereas the fifth
expression, I will bring you,' alludes to the future redemption. This teaches us that ever since the time
that we left Egypt, Klal Yisroel have been slowly but surely approaching the Final Redemption."

An Elder Statesman once said:

"I don't worry that much about avoiding temptation ... as I get older, it avoids me!"
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Morgenthau was so moved by the reaction of this Jewish leader to his people's predicament, that he
cancelled his appointment, postponed his flight, and for four uninterrupted hours worked successfully
with the State Department and other agencies to ensure South American acceptance of the papers.
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Why do the Jewish people view the actions of
Moshe Rabbeinu and his brother, Aharon Hakohen,
as extraordinary? All the miracles, all the plagues,
all the warnings until Pharaoh and his Egyptian
cohorts eventually cowered in shame and shock and
agreed to let the Jewish nation leave Egypt. Maybe
all Moshe and Aharon were, was revolutionaries
whose only goal was to oppose and later topple the
existing monarchy in Egypt, break off with his
followers and declare a new utopian nationhood for
the Jewish people in the Land of Israel!

The preceding imbecilic question was one of
many that Russian Communist interrogators
pestered the renowned Novardhok Rosh Yeshiva, R'
Avrohom Yaffen ZT"L with, after he was arrested
and imprisoned in a dank and dreary Kiev jailhouse.
The Communist secret police became suspicious of
the "illegal" Jewish activites of the Novardhok
network of yeshivos, and had the leader/Rosh
Yeshiva imprisoned. Of course, he told them nothing
of his "crimes" since he hadn't committed any, but
when the above question was posed, he couldn't
resistalittle dig at the fledgling Russian government.

"It is well known," began R' Avrohom, "that
when an uprising occurs in a country and the gover-
nment is overthrown, the rebel leaders live lives
fraught with danger. In most cases their success is
short-lived and other rebels eventually overthrow
them; thus, for the remainder of their existence,
they are always "looking over their shoulder” to see
if their enemies are coming after them. Moshe and
Aharon were elder statesmen who lived out their
full and plentiful lives - till 120 - in safety and
happiness. Do they sound like revolutionaries?"
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After the plague of 20y - wild beasts, Pharaoh
summoned Moshe and Aharon and gave his consent
for Bnei Yisroel to leave Egypt and serve their G-d
in the desert. What is strange is that only after he
gave his consent, did Pharaoh entreat Moshe
m7y2 YN - "Pray for me.” Shouldn't he have
insisted that Moshe pray to have the plague
removed, before allowing his slaves to leave?

The Shem M'Shmuel, R' Shmuel Bornstein
ZT"L of Sochatchov explains that Pharaoh prese-
nted his statements to Moshe and Aharon to give
the impression that his regret was sincere, for he
made his request for help only after agreeing to free
Klal Yisroel. This implies that he was prepared to
release the Jews even if Moshe would renege on his
promise to remove the wild beasts. Indeed, Moshe
was aware of the function of the plagues, and he
would only agree to pray for Pharaoh if his
teshuvah appeared to be sincere and unconditional.

There is a great lesson to learn from this. Just as
with Pharaoh and the Egyptians, our own proper
teshuvah needs to be completely unconditional. The
penitent must acknowledge the wrong that he has
done and resolve to do better in the future,
regardless of any external factors. Particularly,
one's repentence should not depend on the success
of one's tefillah - that only if one's prayers are
answered, will he remain resolute in one's teshuvah,
but otherwise not. Even if one's lot worsens, G-d
forbid, he should remain steadfast and not deviate
from his new level of commitment. If we do this,
then we can be certain that our feshuvah is perfect
and accepted in Heaven, and be confident that
Hashem will be there for us when we need Him.
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On their many trips to Washington, R' Aharon Kotler ZT"'L, Mike Tress, Irving Bunim and other
leaders of the Vaad Hatzalah organization that worked tirelessly all throughout WWII to save as many
Jewish lives as they were able, forged alliances with important government officials. Using determ-
ination, devotion and unflagging respect for those they visited, they succeeded despite their lack of
political clout. As the war raged on and the Vaad was forced to attempt ever more daring missions, no
one was a more valuable contact than U.S. Treasury Secretary, Henry Morgenthau Jr.

Direct action was required in the matter of Vittel, a detention camp in France that held 240 Jews who
possessed invalid Salvadoran visas and passports. George Mandel-Mantello, a Hungarian Jew, had
become the Swiss-based Secretary General of El Salvador. On the suggestion of the renowned Sternbuch
family from Switzerland, he issued thousands of Salvadoran papers, sending them without charge to any
Jew requesting them. It was a good idea, for between 1941 and 1944 many used these papers to flee
Europe. Suddenly, in April 1944, this Salvadoran escape route was closed. An informer had told the
German authorities that the papers were false, and the Nazis were sending anyone holding them to Vittel.
The Vaad got word that unless El Salvador or some other Latin American government would recognize
the papers, these inmates would be sent to Auschwitz.

The day after the news was confirmed, R' Aharon, R' Avrohom Kalmanowitz ZT"L, the Mirrer
Rosh Yeshiva in America, and Irving Bunim were in Morgenthau's office. As Bunim began to speak,
Morgenthau politely shook his head: He had a medical appointment and then a 5:00 flight to catch. There
was little he could do, he said, and he really had no time.

"Please,”" Bunim begged, "you must intercede with the State Department, with the President! Someone
must ensure South American acceptance of the papers."

Henry Morgenthau, distant and reserved as always, said he thought it was politically unwise to
intervene at that time.

As Bunim countered and Morgenthau remained resistant, R' Avrohom Kalmanowitz became agitated.
He began to pace back and forth, muttering frantically about the lives being lost. Finally, lips quivering
and skin ashen, he toppled over on Morgenthau's carpet in a dead faint.

Shocked and white-faced, his heart racing and eyes wide with fright, Morgenthau quickly knelt by the
side of the Mirrer Rosh Yeshiva. "Rabbi," he said, patting R' Avrohom's hand, "Rabbi, don't die. Don't
die! I'll do anything you want." A moment later, R' Avrohom's eyes fluttered open and he tried to speak.

"No, don't talk," Morgenthau said quickly. "Let me get you some water."
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