
zzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeexxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxdddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzzaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaallllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo zexdzalio

WWWWWWWWWWW EEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEE KKKKKKKKKKK LLLLLLLLLLL YYYYYYYYYYY            CCCCCCCCCCC HHHHHHHHHHH IIIIIIIIIII ZZZZZZZZZZZ UUUUUUUUUUU KKKKKKKKKKK            ###########            44444444444 88888888888
     Whenever a Jew is sitting in the sukkah, he should focus on
increasing his iujyc in Hashem Yisborach, who protects him and
provides for him all year round.
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crend leg zay / epizgny onf / zekeqd bg
    Chag HaSukkos / Shabbos Chol Hamoed
     g"qyz ixyz f"i - e"h    September 27 - 29, 2007 -

((((bbbbnnnn----bbbbkkkk    ̀̀̀̀ xxxxwwwwiiiieeee))))    ''''eeeekkkkeeee        llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    iiiippppaaaa    zzzz`̀̀̀    iiiizzzzaaaayyyyeeeedddd    zzzzeeeekkkkqqqqaaaa    iiiikkkk    mmmmkkkkiiiizzzzeeeexxxxeeeecccc    eeeerrrrcccciiii    oooorrrrnnnnllll
tk vnk 'sugu ?rtcv hnku uhkaku invk rfz ,uagk tku 'vfuxv h"g sucfv hbbgk rfz ,uagk ubhuymb gusn 'ubh,ucr urej rcf       

?"sucfv hbbg" uktk utre vnku ?sucfv hbbgc ktrah hbc ,t ;hevu ccux v"ceva vzv kusdv xbv kg aurhpc vru,v ubk vrphx
 .r,nu     'k"mz vesm vsuvh r"rvnf 'hsrpxv ofjvinv ,shrh ,t tk 'ohxhb ihhmn ubht ktrah og vbv /sjtf ,uktav kf kg

!tkp vz iht tkv ?xb kkujn - kufh kf - urmuhu okug trucva ,gsk ubkhcac tkpv uvn hf ogyvu 'gkxv in rtcv ,ghcb ,t tku
ubk shruv ifku 'ohnu ojkk 'uhbc                                                                                                               ka ,ubuznk dtus shn, ctv
ohbrrc obht ohfrs hfkuv kct                                                                                                               /ohn ubk thmnvu 'inv ,t wv

                                                                                                                 ov hf 'vbhkv ,unuen ihbgclrsv smc ohbah ut kvut ohyub/

hrv /ubk shn, dtusu ubcvut w,h tuv vnf sg inhxu ,ut vz hrv 'ohna hbbgc ubccuxu ubhrudnk vtkpb vjuurk od ubk dts v"cev ot
'vcuyk ubhburfz vkga ubhtr osh kgu sjuhn sxj uhv crau oujn ubhkg ubdv ohbbgv hf 'ubh,uchaju ubh,kusdk ,usgu ,ut vz

!ovc zunrv sucfv ,t tkt 'xbv kg ohkgn ubt ohbbgv ,t tk 'lfhpk / /vchj hukhdu vz sxj ubt ohrhfznu
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    A SERIES IN HALACHAH
    LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

The Beracha of "vfuxc cahk"
Proper Kavanah  During the entire Yom Tov of Sukkos,

whenever a person sits down in the sukkah to eat and says

the beracha of "vfuxc cahk", he should have in mind:

To fulfill the Mitzvah D’oraysa of Sukkah (1).

To remember the miraculous clouds of protection that

sheltered Bnei Yisroel when we left Mitzrayim (2).

When to make the Beracha We make this beracha when:

Eating a kezayis (half-egg volume) on the first night

within a four-minute span of time (3).

Eating a bit more than an egg’s worth, within an

eight-minute span, the rest of Yom Tov (4).

Eating a kezayis of Mezonos (baked grain goods) to

fulfill vsugx ouenc aushe - the obligation to have a

meal or Mezonos snack after kiddush (5).

Eating more than an egg’s worth of mezonos within an

eight-minute span during the rest of Yom Tov. In this

specific case, since there is a bit of doubt as to requiring a

beracha, one should sit in the sukkah for a while after he

finishes his snack, to justify making the beracha (6).

When NOT to make a Beracha The beracha is not made:

If one eats a non-mezonos snack in the sukkah.

If one eats an entire meal without washing or mezonos.

In this case, since there is a bit of doubt regarding

the beracha, if one could, he should try to be thmun
wit
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    `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n
qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

with someone else’s beracha (7).

For sleeping and other activities in the sukkah (8).

Order of the Berachos When eating bread, one should first

make the beracha of "thmunv" followed by the beracha of

"vfuxc cahk". When eating mezonos, most people follow

this custom as well. Some, however, have a different  custom

to make "vfuxc cahk" before ",ubuzn hbhn truc" (9).

Forgetting the Beracha If a person washed for bread and

made a "thmunv" but forgot to make a "vfuxc cahk", he can

still make it as soon as he remembers. If he finished his meal

and already bentched, he can only say "vfuxc cahk" if he

remains sitting in the sukkah for a while (10).

Making the Beracha after a break If a person stays in the

sukkah, or just walked out for a short period of time, he does

not say "vfuxc cahk" even if he begins a new meal (11). If he

left the sukkah to go daven or for any other prolonged

activity, he should make a new "vfuxc cahk" by his next

meal (12). If one goes from sukkah to sukkah without a

prolonged break, he should not make a new beracha (13).

Women In the circumstances mentioned above, when a

man makes a "vfuxc cahk", the Ashkenazic custom is for

ladies to make the beracha as well. Sephardic ladies,

however, do not have this custom to say the beracha (14). 

3)

((((ccccllll----bbbbkkkk    ̀̀̀̀ xxxxwwwwiiiieeee))))    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    ddddffffdddd    iiiirrrriiiiaaaayyyydddd    yyyyccccggggllll    mmmmeeeeiiii    xxxxyyyyrrrr    ddddyyyynnnnggggaaaa  

vanjc" vkhj,c wtb ',ufuxv dj ihbg trec hrhhnaf gusn     
 hghcav asjk ouh ragvzvvhba ogpc ukhtu '",ufuxv dj 

?"vzv" rfzb tku "hghcav asjc" rntb (wyk euxp khgk)
 c,fu    wxc 'k"mz hbtryn ;xuh ic van v"un d"vrv 'y"hcnv

 'ohekt ,hchbc udvb ,ugucav dju ,umnv dja ;ta rapta
tk vfuxc vchah ihbgk ,ufuxv dj kct 'rcsnc uhvaf ktrah
,j, vfux uagh lhtu 'sucfv hbbgc ohffxn uhv hrva 'udvb
zt ucaha vn rfzk tuv vfuxc vchahv ogy hrva ?vfuxv
ugsh ignk" trec w,fanf 'sucfv hbbg ka ,ufuxc rcsnc
.rtn o,t hthmuvc ktrah hbc ,t h,cauv ,ufxc hf ofh,urus
hrjt ohtcv ,urusk tkt 'shn uz vumnc uuymb tk hf - "ohrmn

/sucfv hbbg kmc kgupc ucah zt hrva 'rcsnv rus
    vkhj,c /,ufuxv djc ,uexugv oheuxpv wck ogyv vz 'ifku

o,uhvc 'rnukf - "vzv hghcav asjk" ktrahk ubhcr van rnt
ouhvu iuatrv ouhv ratf 'ohnh ,gca uddjh 'rcsnc ihhsg
kg ogv ,t vumn ifn rjtk 'obnt /asue tren ov hghcav
vchah ova '.rtk uxbfhha rjtk ,ufuxv djc unhheha ,umnv
'.rtk otucc er vumn thva 'ohbhn wsv ,khyb odu 'vfuxc

   /"ofk o,jeku //// .rtv ,tuc, ,t ofpxtc" wtbanf

    ((((nnnn----bbbbkkkk))))    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    xxxxccccdddd    uuuurrrr    iiiixxxxtttt    ooooeeeeyyyy`̀̀̀xxxxdddd    mmmmeeeeiiiiaaaa    mmmmkkkkllll    mmmmzzzzggggwwwwlllleeee
hfu 'vun,u /,ubug iucajk iuatr - "iuatrv ouhc" :uars k"zj   
vhv tk 'vkyc ka gdr vhv tk ,ufuxv dj sg ohruphfv ouhn
otu ?vrhcg oua kg vkhkj ubrcg tk 'iudv ubhta sjt ruchs
teus gusn 'djk vbfvku ,ukg,vk ann asue ohnhv uhv obnt
ubk vnk vrutfk ?,ubugu ohtyj uaghh ,ufux ka vzv djc

   ?,ubugu ohtyju ,urhcgc vzv djc teus khj,vk
 arpn tkt    cuayhsrcn ejmh huk v"un e"vrv r"unstv

 'huk ,ause wxc 'k"mzvtrhn vcua,a (:up tnuh) wndv h"pg
/,uhufzf ,ubusz ,uagb vcvtn vcua,u ',uddaf ,uagb ,ubusz
sjpn 'vtrhn vcua, ka lhkv, kjv kukt asuj ,khj,n vbvu
/rpuav ,ghe, ,srjc thak ghdv vtrhn vcua,vu 'ihsv ouh
'ubh,tyj kf oh ,ukumnc lhkan v"ceva ohaecn 'ruphf ouhc

/iseph tku ivn okg,h ',uddav i,ut kt od kf,xh tku
ohsun ubt ucu '"ubh,jna inz" ghdva ',ufuxv djc obnt    
/ubknd rat ,ucuyv kf kgu 'ihsc vhfzv kg ,"havk ohkkvnu
,hhpfu ubh,udvb,v kg vauc ubt ohaj ,ucuy i,ut kunk
/ ",uhufzf ,uagb ,ubusz" ztu 'vcvtn vcua,c ohcau 'ubh,ucuy
uphxuhu 'ohv ,ukumnn ,utyj i,ut ukaha ubt ohaecn 'lfhpk

/",ubug iucajk iuatr" uvz 'ifk /ubh,uhufz ihbnk i,ut
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    dh :oa (7) oa (6) zy:oa (5) oa (4) dh:ykr, oa (3) t:vfr, vrurc vban (2) v"fr, j"ut
    oa (12) zn:oa (11) jn:oa vrurc vban (10) vn:jn v,fkvf ,ca ,rhna (9) un:oa (8)

        uf:nr, c"n (14) s:ykr, iuhmv rga (13)  

R’ Eliyohu Kramer of Vilna ZT”L (Vilna Gaon) would say:

    “Which of the 613 mitzvos is the most difficult to observe? It is the mitzvah of wldjc ,jnauw - being joyous

on Sukkos, because for seven consecutive days a person must be in constant joy. Regardless of what might

occur during these days that might make it difficult for a person to feel happy, the mitzvah to rejoice requires

one to overcome all obstacles to joy. Thus, it is the most difficult mitzvah to accomplish.”

R’ Avrohom Shapiro Shlit”a (Chief Rabbi of Israel) would say:

    “The halachah that one who is rgmn (in discomfort) is free from the obligation of dwelling in a sukkah is

derived from wurus, ihgf uca,w - ‘your sitting should be as your dwelling,’ for one does not dwell in a place

where he is in discomfort. Similar standards to those used in determining whether one is required to dwell in

a sukkah at a particular time, can also be applied to the duty of living in Israel at a time when conditions there

are unfavorable.”

A Wise Man once said:
    “People today ‘need’ so much. I say, tell me what you ‘need’ and I’ll tell you how to get along without it!”

DEDICATED IN HONOR OF THE BAS MITZVAH OF CHANI BLONDER - LOS ANGELES, CA
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR

HAVE IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOO.COM.



Though perhaps not decorated, they were all kosher l’mehadrin, testifying to the tremendous love the Jews

had for Hashem’s mitzvos and their devotion to Him at all times and under all conditions.

     On that very same day, Erev Sukkos, the Brisker Rov, R’ Yitzchok Zev Soloveitchik ZT”L, who was

living in Warsaw at the time, was notified that an esrog was waiting for him by the Lubavitcher Rebbe, R’

Yosef Yitzchok Schneerson ZT”L, who lived at the other end of town, well over an hour’s walk from his

house. A brave young Gerrer chasid volunteered to go, at great risk to his own life, and bring the esrog for

the Brisker Rov. Through a series of miraculous events, he was successful in procuring the esrog, and word

quickly spread that there was a kosher set of arba minim in the vicinity, in the possession of the Brisker Rov.

     It was still dark, very early the next morning, when the Brisker Rov woke up to the sound of a great crowd

outside his home. He opened his door a crack to see what was going on and discovered, to his amazement, a

long line of people stretching from his doorway into the distance. It was truly inspiring to see just how

precious the mitzvos of Yom Tov were to the downtrodden Jews of Warsaw. 

    Suddenly, just before dawn on the first day of the chag, out of nowhere, the sound of trucks rolling in and

horns honking broke the stillness. The trucks were full of German soldiers coming to break up the illegal

gathering. They lashed out right and left, striking defenseless Jews dressed in holiday garb, viciously with the

butts of their rifles. The Jews scattered in all directions, and many suffered painful injuries, moaning and

bleeding in the street. Having finished the job, the soldiers piled into the trucks and just as quickly sped off.

No more than a few minutes passed before the crowd of tenacious Jews had reassembled in their places,

waiting in silence for the sunrise and their chance to fulfill the mitzvos of the arba minim.

     The sun came up and the people began taking the arba minim one after the other. Each one made a

beracha, shook the lulav and esrog, and quickly handed it to the next person. The Germans returned, again

and again, throughout the day, to disperse the crowd, and some people at the end of the line did not even

manage to perform the mitzvah before sunset. They did not despair, though, and came back the next day to try

their luck again; perhaps they would merit the mitzvah on the second day of Yom Tov.

    Among the many people who came to make a beracha over the arba minim, the Brisker Rov noticed one

man who, when he took the lulav and esrog in his hands, made a heartfelt beracha, and his joy in performing

the mitzvah was extraordinary. R’ Yitzchok Zev asked for an explanation, and, in response, the man

recounted that all his family had been killed in the bombings over the last month. His last child left alive had

been killed by an exploding shell a few hours before the beginning of Yom Tov! He had nothing left but the

mitzvos that he performed and his gratitude to Hashem for allowing him to do so!

    The Brisker Rov would later describe the length of the line of people, comparing it to the distance from his

Jerusalem home on Press Street to the Zichron Moshe shul. “It was then that you saw,” he added emotionally,

“what a Jew really is!”

((((nnnn----bbbbkkkk    `̀̀̀xxxxwwwwiiiieeee))))        ''''eeeekkkkeeee    llllggggpppp    iiiiaaaaxxxxrrrreeee    zzzzeeeeaaaarrrr    uuuurrrr    sssspppprrrreeee    mmmmiiiixxxxnnnnzzzz    zzzzttttkkkk    xxxxccccdddd    uuuurrrr    iiiixxxxtttt 
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ggggxxxxffff`̀̀̀dddd    llllkkkk    mmmmiiiinnnniiii    zzzzrrrraaaayyyy    eeeeaaaayyyyzzzz    zzzzeeeekkkkeeeeqqqqaaaa    
    zzzzeeeekkkkqqqqaaaa    eeeeaaaayyyyiiii    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiiiaaaa                    ((((aaaannnn----bbbbkkkk    ̀̀̀̀ xxxxwwwwiiiieeee))))

    All seven days of Sukkos, one is required to make

the sukkah his permanent abode and his house his

temporary abode. Whence do we know this? From

what Chazal have taught: “You shall dwell” - in the

same manner as you ordinarily live. (/uf vfux)
   R’ Shamshon Raphael Hirsch ZT”L notes that

just as we must adhere to the principle of ihgf uca,"
"urus, - “Your sitting (in a sukkah) should be as your

dwelling (at home)” - so conversely we should

adhere to the principle of "ucua, ihgf urus," - A Jew’s

dwelling at home should be as his sitting in a sukkah.

    Rosh Hashanah is only two days for the “Teruah”

mood, and Yom Kippur is only one day for fasting

and repentance, while Sukkos is seven days, an entire

cycle of days, for the joyful dwelling in our huts, and

for enjoying our possessions before Hashem. This is

what is most characteristic of what a Jew is all about;

the normal mood of one’s life is not the bowed down

broken feeling of despair, but the perfect joy of life

which runs equally through the year of a life of a Jew

faithfully devoted to duty. Hence, "ucua, ihgf urus," -
one should endeavor to live throughout the year in

the spirit of true simcha as generated during the

joyous festival of Sukkos.

iiiinnnn    `̀̀̀llllyyyy    dddd`̀̀̀xxxx    zzzzggggnnnnyyyy    zzzziiiiaaaa    ddddaaaaeeee`̀̀̀yyyydddd    `̀̀̀llll    dddd`̀̀̀xxxx    ddddggggnnnnyyyy    eeeeiiiinnnniiiinnnn    ddddkkkkeeeeqqqq))))    `̀̀̀pppp....((((    
  The gemara (:db vfux) tells us that during the

rejoicing of the Simchas Beis HaShoevah (Drawing

of Water) on Sukkos, Hillel Hazaken (the Elder)

would declare on behalf of the Almighty: itf hbt ot"
"itf kfv - “If I am here, everyone is here.” 

   Rashi explains these words that as long as Hashem

favors the Holy Temple and His Shechinah dwells

there, all will come there. But if the Jews sin and

                                    Hashem removes His Shechinah,                             
                                   who will come there? Tosfos, in 

citing the Yerushalmi, interprets Hillel’s words in a

different manner: It is Klal Yisroel who is speaking,

saying. “If I (Bnei Yisroel) am here in the Bais

Hamikdosh, everyone (that is worthy) is here.”

    In Mesivta Torah Vodaath, R’ Shraga Feivel

Mendelowitz ZT”L would often direct the singing

and dancing on Yom Tov in the yeshivah. On Sukkos,

one of his favorite songs was to these words of Hillel:

"itf kfv itf hbt ot" - “If I am here, everyone is

here.” He would urge on the students by saying,

“Bochurim, tantz Rashi’s p’shat.” - “Boys, dance

Rashi’s version.” (that ‘I’ refers to Hashem). Then

after a few minutes, he would say, “Bochurim, yetz

tantz Tosfos’s p’shat” -  “Boys, now dance Tosfos’s

version!” (that ‘I’ refers to Bnei Yisroel)

sssseeeeqqqq    xxxxaaaacccc    llllkkkkdddd    rrrrnnnnyyyypppp    zzzz`̀̀̀    mmmmiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀dddd    `̀̀̀xxxxiiii    ............    iiiikkkk    ddddffff    llllkkkk    mmmmcccc`̀̀̀dddd    ((((bbbbiiii----aaaaiiii    zzzzllllddddwwww))))
   What is meant by the words of Koheles, “For that

is the whole (essence) of man?” Rabi E1iezer said,

“The entire world was created only for such a man.” 

(:k ,ca) R’ Elchonon Wasserman ZT”L explains that

a person might think that Yiras Shomayim - Fear of

Heaven, is merely one of several human virtues, that

one may be a good and complete man even though he

does not fear G-d. Koheles teaches us that this is not

so. Fear of Heaven is the totality of man. Without it,

one is not a man at all - he is merely one more animal!

    The human aspect of a man can be measured only

by his Fear of Heaven, whether more or less.

Whoever possesses abundant Fear of Heaven is a

great man; one who possesses little is small. If

someone lacks every vestige of Yiras Shomayim and

does not fear Hashem, then he is not truly a human

being, but an animal in the guise of a human.

llllyyyynnnn: As was the custom each year, messengers were
sent out far and wide to find the most perfect set of
arba minim for the Bobover Rebbe, R’ Shloime
Halberstam ZT”L. And indeed, the lulav, hadassim
and aravos of the Rebbe were of the highest quality
that year. But nothing compared to the esrog! An
esrog that was so pure, spotless and as perfect as an
esrog can be. R’ Shloime was satisfied and his
chassidim were happy that they had located the
absolute perfect set of arba minim for their Rebbe.
    The first day of Sukkos, the Rebbe followed by an
entourage of hundreds of chassidim made his way to
the large sukkah to make the berachos on the lulav

and esrog. It was then that the chassidim noticed that
the Rebbe was not using the “perfect” esrog that they
had worked so hard to get for him! No one said
anything at the time, but later when they went to
check on the esrog, they found that their “perfect”
esrog was not so perfect after all. Someone had
touched it, it had fallen, and now it was posul! 
llllyyyynnnnpppp: There is no such thing as perfection in this
world, other than Hashem Himself! No person, no job,
no food, and no, not even an esrog can be entirely
oka - perfect, in its entirety. Said R’ Shloime, “I was
hesitant to use this ‘perfect’ esrog - only Hashem is
truly ‘perfect’ - and ohnav in they agreed!”
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    ((((aaaalllleeeellll    zzzzlllliiiihhhhpppp    xxxxccccqqqq))))    `̀̀̀eeeedddd    jjjjiiiixxxxaaaa    `̀̀̀yyyyccccwwwwcccc    `̀̀̀nnnnyyyy    `̀̀̀ccccggggiiiillll    iiiizzzzppppeeeekkkk    iiiikkkk    ................    eeeellll`̀̀̀    mmmmiiiippppiiiinnnn    ddddrrrraaaaxxxx`̀̀̀    zzzzeeeevvvvnnnn    jjjjiiiippppttttllll    ddddaaaaeeeeyyyygggg    `̀̀̀ddddzzzzeeee
     On the day before Sukkos, 1939, after being thoroughly demolished by the fierce German onslaught - the

“Blitzkrieg” - which began only four short weeks earlier, the hapless Polish army surrendered unconditionally

and a ceasefire was established. The people of Warsaw emerged from bomb shelters grateful for the quiet,

and the following wonderful scene took place: Thousands of Jews, who had just come out of cellars in every

corner of the city, hurried to pull planks and doors out of the debris, and began building kosher sukkos for the

coming Yom Tov. Many sukkos went up, only to be torn down by furious German soldiers who would then

chase the Jews away. The Jews of Warsaw, bursting with love for the mitzvah, would find another place and

build a sukkah there, The Germans, joined by enthusiastic Poles, would knock down that sukkah as well. But

the spirit of the Jews won out in the end, and by the time Yom Tov began, hundreds of sukkos were standing.


