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A SERIES IN HALACHAH
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

The Beracha of "noyoaaw)”

Proper Kavanah During the entire Yom Tov of Sukkos,

whenever a person sits down in the sukkah to eat and says

the beracha of "n>102a avwb", he should have in mind:

1) To fulfill the Mitzvah D’oraysa of Sukkah ().

2) To remember the miraculous clouds of protection that
sheltered Bnei Yisroel when we left Mitzrayim ().

When to make the Beracha We make this beracha when:

1) Eating a kezayis (half-egg volume) on the first night
within a four-minute span of time 3).

2) Eating a bit more than an egg’s worth, within an
eight-minute span, the rest of Yom Tov @.

3) Eating a kezayis of Mezonos (baked grain goods) to
fulfill nTyo opma v PP - the obligation to have a
meal or Mezonos snack after kiddush ).

4) Eating more than an egg’s worth of mezonos within an
eight-minute span during the rest of Yom Tov. In this
specific case, since there is a bit of doubt as to requiring a
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with someone else’s beracha ).

3) For sleeping and other activities in the sukkah ).

Order of the Berachos When eating bread, one should first
make the beracha of "noxyn” followed by the beracha of
"n2102 awY". When eating mezonos, most people follow
this customas well. Some, however, have a different custom
to make "N2102 2wY" before "M 10 XM ©).
Forgetting the Beracha If a person washed for bread and
made a "NoMN" but forgot to make a "nN2102 2", he can
still make it as soon as he remembers. If he finished his meal
and already bentched, he can only say "n>0a awo" if he
remains sitting in the sukkah for a while (10).

Making the Beracha after a break If a person stays in the
sukkah, or just walked out for a short period of time, he does
not say "nN21021 avwY" even if he begins a new meal «1). If he
left the sukkah to go daven or for any other prolonged
activity, he should make a new "n>102 awY" by his next
meal (2. If one goes from sukkah to sukkah without a
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beracha, one should sit in the sukkah for a while after he prolonged break, he should not make a new beracha (3.

finishes his snack, to justify making the beracha @) Women In the circumstances mentioned above, when a
When NOT to make a Beracha The berachais notmade:  man makes a "n2101 2wY", the Ashkenazic custom is for
1) If one eats a non-mezonos snack in the sukkah. ladies to make the beracha as well. Sephardic ladies,
2) Ifoneeats an entire meal without washing or mezonos.  however, do not have this custom to say the beracha 14).

In this case, since there is a bit of doubt regarding WEEKLY CHIZUZ # 48
the beracha, if one could, he should try to be MW | \yhenever a Jew s siting in the sukkah, he should focus on
increasing his )nva in Hashem Yisborach, who protects him and
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provides for him all year round.
R’ Eliyohu Kramer of Vilna ZT”’L (Vilna Gaon) would say:

“Which of the 613 mitzvos is the most difficult to observe? It is the mitzvah of "73na nnPWY - being joyous
on Sukkos, because for seven consecutive days a person must be in constant joy. Regardless of what might
occur during these days that might make it difficult for a person to feel happy, the mitzvah to rejoice requires
one to overcome all obstacles to joy. Thus, it is the most difficult mitzvah to accomplish.”

R’ Avrohom Shapiro Shlit”a (Chief Rabbi of Israel) would say:

“The halachah that one who is 9y8n (in discomfort) is free from the obligation of dwelling in a sukkah is
derived from "YwTn yp¥2 aWN - ‘your sitting should be as your dwelling,” for one does not dwell in a place
where he is in discomfort. Similar standards to those used in determining whether one is required to dwell in
a sukkah at a particular time, can also be applied to the duty of living in Israel at a time when conditions there
are unfavorable.”

A Wise Man once said:
“People today ‘need’ so much. I say, tell me what you ‘need’ and I'll tell you how to get along without it!”
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Though perhaps not decorated, they were all kosher I’'mehadrin, testifying to the tremendous love the Jews
had for Hashem’s mitzvos and their devotion to Him at all times and under all conditions.

On that very same day, Erev Sukkos, the Brisker Rov, R’ Yitzchok Zev Soloveitchik ZT’L, who was
living in Warsaw at the time, was notified that an esrog was waiting for him by the Lubavitcher Rebbe, R’
Yosef Yitzchok Schneerson ZT”’L, who lived at the other end of town, well over an hour’s walk from his
house. A brave young Gerrer chasid volunteered to go, at great risk to his own life, and bring the esrog for
the Brisker Rov. Through a series of miraculous events, he was successful in procuring the esrog, and word
quickly spread that there was a kosher set of arba minim in the vicinity, in the possession of the Brisker Rov.

It was still dark, very early the next morning, when the Brisker Rov woke up to the sound of a great crowd
outside his home. He opened his door a crack to see what was going on and discovered, to his amazement, a
long line of people stretching from his doorway into the distance. It was truly inspiring to see just how
precious the mitzvos of Yom Tov were to the downtrodden Jews of Warsaw.

Suddenly, just before dawn on the first day of the chag, out of nowhere, the sound of trucks rolling in and
horns honking broke the stillness. The trucks were full of German soldiers coming to break up the illegal
gathering. They lashed out right and left, striking defenseless Jews dressed in holiday garb, viciously with the
butts of their rifles. The Jews scattered in all directions, and many suffered painful injuries, moaning and
bleeding in the street. Having finished the job, the soldiers piled into the trucks and just as quickly sped off.
No more than a few minutes passed before the crowd of tenacious Jews had reassembled in their places,
waiting in silence for the sunrise and their chance to fulfill the mitzvos of the arba minim.

The sun came up and the people began taking the arba minim one after the other. Each one made a
beracha, shook the lulav and esrog, and quickly handed it to the next person. The Germans returned, again
and again, throughout the day, to disperse the crowd, and some people at the end of the line did not even
manage to perform the mitzvah before sunset. They did not despair, though, and came back the next day to try
their luck again; perhaps they would merit the mitzvah on the second day of Yom Tov.

Among the many people who came to make a beracha over the arba minim, the Brisker Rov noticed one
man who, when he took the lulav and esrog in his hands, made a heartfelt beracha, and his joy in performing
the mitzvah was extraordinary. R’ Yitzchok Zev asked for an explanation, and, in response, the man
recounted that all his family had been killed in the bombings over the last month. His last child left alive had
been killed by an exploding shell a few hours before the beginning of Yom Tov! He had nothing left but the
mitzvos that he performed and his gratitude to Hashem for allowing him to do so!

The Brisker Rov would later describe the length of the line of people, comparing it to the distance from his
Jerusalem home on Press Street to the Zichron Moshe shul. “It was then that you saw,” he added emotionally,

“what a Jew really is!” E H»‘q ﬂ:ﬂﬂ Ha" .’W’ﬂ ]
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who will come there? Tosfos, in

All seven days of Sukkos, one is required to make
the sukkah his permanent abode and his house his
temporary abode. Whence do we know this? From
what Chazal have taught: “You shall dwell” - in the
same manner as you ordinarily live. (1 1270)

R’ Shamshon Raphael Hirsch ZT”’L notes that
just as we must adhere to the principle of yy> yavn"
"YWIN - “Your sitting (in a sukkah) should be as your
dwelling (at home)” - so conversely we should
adhere to the principle of "2wn Pyd YNTN" - A Jew’s
dwelling at home should be as his sitting in a sukkah.

Rosh Hashanah is only two days for the “Teruah”
mood, and Yom Kippur is only one day for fasting
and repentance, while Sukkos is seven days, an entire
cycle of days, for the joyful dwelling in our huts, and
for enjoying our possessions before Hashem. This is
what is most characteristic of what a Jew is all about;
the normal mood of one’s life is not the bowed down
broken feeling of despair, but the perfect joy of life
which runs equally through the year of a life of a Jew
faithfully devoted to duty. Hence, "2wn py> yn1n" -
one should endeavor to live throughout the year in
the spirit of true simcha as generated during the
joyous festival of Sukkos.
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The gemara () no>w) tells us that during the
rejoicing of the Simchas Beis HaShoevah (Drawing
of Water) on Sukkos, Hillel Hazaken (the Elder)
would declare on behalf of the Almighty: 1% N ON"
"W2 950 - “If I am here, everyone is here.”

Rashi explains these words that as long as Hashem
favors the Holy Temple and His Shechinah dwells

citing the Yerushalmi, interprets Hillel’s words in a
different manner: It is Klal Yisroel who is speaking,
saying. “If 1 (Bnei Yisroel) am here in the Bais
Hamikdosh, everyone (that is worthy) is here.”

In Mesivta Torah Vodaath, R’ Shraga Feivel
Mendelowitz ZT”L would often direct the singing
and dancing on Yom Tov in the yeshivah. On Sukkos,
one of his favorite songs was to these words of Hillel:
"WND 95N WD MN ON' - “If I am here, everyone is
here.” He would urge on the students by saying,
“Bochurim, tantz Rashi’s p’shat.” - “Boys, dance
Rashi’s version.” (that ‘I’ refers to Hashem). Then
after a few minutes, he would say, “Bochurim, yetz
tantz Tosfos’s p’shat” - “Boys, now dance Tosfos’s
version!” (that ‘I’ refers to Bnei Yisroel)
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What is meant by the words of Koheles, “For that
is the whole (essence) of man?” Rabi Eliezer said,
“The entire world was created only for such a man.”
(2 mw) R’ Elchonon Wasserman ZT”’L explains that
a person might think that Yiras Shomayim - Fear of
Heaven, is merely one of several human virtues, that
one may be a good and complete man even though he
does not fear G-d. Koheles teaches us that this is not
so. Fear of Heaven is the totality of man. Without it,
one is not a man at all - he is merely one more animal!
The human aspect of a man can be measured only
by his Fear of Heaven, whether more or less.
Whoever possesses abundant Fear of Heaven is a
great man; one who possesses little is small. If
someone lacks every vestige of Yiras Shomayim and
does not fear Hashem, then he is not truly a human
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'M: As was the custom each year, messengers were
sent out far and wide to find the most perfect set of
arba minim for the Bobover Rebbe, R’ Shloime
Halberstam ZT”’L. And indeed, the [ulav, hadassim
and aravos of the Rebbe were of the highest quality
that year. But nothing compared to the esrog! An
esrog that was so pure, spotless and as perfect as an
esrog can be. R’ Shloime was satisfied and his
chassidim were happy that they had located the
absolute perfect set of arba minim for their Rebbe.
The first day of Sukkos, the Rebbe followed by an
entourage of hundreds of chassidim made his way to
the large sukkah to make the berachos on the lulav

and esrog. It was then that the chassidim noticed that
the Rebbe was not using the “perfect” esrog that they
had worked so hard to get for him! No one said
anything at the time, but later when they went to
check on the esrog, they found that their “perfect”
esrog was not so perfect after all. Someone had
touched it, it had fallen, and now it was posul!

Swia: There is no such thing as perfection in this

world, other than Hashem Himself! No person, no job,
no food, and no, not even an esrog can be entirely
oYV - perfect, in its entirety. Said R’ Shloime, “T was
hesitant to use this ‘perfect’ esrog - only Hashem is
truly ‘perfect’ - and ©nwn y they agreed!”
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there, all will come there. But if the Jews sin and being, but an animal in the guise of a human.
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On the day before Sukkos, 1939, after being thoroughly demolished by the fierce German onslaught - the
“Blitzkrieg” - which began only four short weeks earlier, the hapless Polish army surrendered unconditionally
and a ceasefire was established. The people of Warsaw emerged from bomb shelters grateful for the quiet,
and the following wonderful scene took place: Thousands of Jews, who had just come out of cellars in every
corner of the city, hurried to pull planks and doors out of the debris, and began building kosher sukkos for the
coming Yom Tov. Many sukkos went up, only to be torn down by furious German soldiers who would then
chase the Jews away. The Jews of Warsaw, bursting with love for the mitzvah, would find another place and
build a sukkah there, The Germans, joined by enthusiastic Poles, would knock down that sukkah as well. But
the spirit of the Jews won out in the end, and by the time Yom Tov began, hundreds of sukkos were standing.




