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Gerrer Rebbe, R’ Yitzchok Meir Alter ZT”L (Chiddushei HaRim) would say:

     “‘Any Torah scholar whose inside is not like his outside, is not a Torah scholar.’ (:cg tnuh) When Rabban Gamliel

was Nasi he would not allow any disciple into the Academy if his inside was not like his outside (urcf ufu,). He even

appointed a guard (j,pv rnua) to discern who may enter and who may not. Who was this man, this guard? He must have

been exceptionally keen or perhaps had Ruach Hakodesh to discern a real Talmid Chacham from a faker! In truth, though,

there was no human guard screening all attendees. Rather, there was a lock on the door of the Beis Medrash and only

those individuals who possessed a true love and thirst for Torah would figure out a way to get past the lock. By getting

inside past the lock that barred them on the outside, they exemplified Tocho K’baro - pure on the inside and outside!”
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kanb: The Jews in the desert had pure intentions: all they
wished was for a place where Hashem could rest His Divine
Presence amongst them. They had so much money from the
spoils of Egypt that they gave everything they had willingly    

   A SERIES IN HALACHA
 LIVING A "TORAH" DAY
Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (68)

Hilchos Tzitzis: Hatzalah Vests: Hatzalah workers,
emergency medical technicians and Chaverim volunteers,
sometimes wear a four-cornered vest that hangs down like a
Talis Katan. These are worn for identification purposes, so
others will know who they are, and allow them access to an
accident scene or emergency situation, so they can assist and do
their important work. They also have reflecting material on them
to be able to be seen at night. In order to adjust these vests, they
have adjustable clips and straps. The question arises if these
vests are obligated in Tzitzis and if yes, what can one do to avoid
the obligation, such as rounding off one of the corners.
However, we first need to analyze if this is required or not.
Two Issues Involved. The breakdown of this question brings us
to two questions: 1) Do the connecting clips and straps join the
front and back into one entity removing the four-corner status
from the garment or not? 2) Is a garment worn for the purpose of
identification - so that others can clear the way for him -  deemed
in halacha as a regular garment or not?
Connecters that Break the Four-Corner Status. A garment
that has four corners at the bottom (because of slits in the
garment, it is similar to the kapotas - long black coats that many

and with the purest of motives. We must look to our elders
who taught us that as important as Torah study is, if our
desire for money will overshadow our prowess in learning,
we will end up with little knowledge and even less money!  

  `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n 
qhiid cplailw jexa miig zxhr llek y`x 

Rabbanim wear) but not at the top has the following halacha. If
the split from the bottom is less than half-way up the garment, it
is not called a four-cornered garment and does not require Tzitzis.
If it is more, it is obligated in Tzitzis. Similarly, if one were to sew
together the sides of his Talis Katan from top to bottom, leaving
only a small portion unsewn, it would be exempt from Tzitzis.
However, the Terumas Hadeshen (1) says that only sewing or
tying it tightly, so that it must be torn or untied to open it, is
considered closed up. Easy to remove clips or straps, like velcro
snaps, safety pins, easy to open buttons, etc. are not full-fledged
connections, and the garment remains obligated in Tzitzis. Since
the clips on the Hatzalah vests open easily, they cannot be
deemed a reason to exempt it from Tzitzis.
Undershirt Tzitzis. There is an item for sale in Jewish
bookstores known as “Undershirt Tzitzis.” They have splits on
the sides going up most of the way and are obligated in Tzitzis. I
am told that some are made without snaps on the slits for those
who want to be strict, and others come with snaps for those who
want to be lenient and snap them to feel more like a regular
undershirt. According to the above, one may be lenient and use
the undershirt with the easy to open snaps to fulfill the mitzvah.
The final Psak (decision) will IY”H be explained next week.

R’ Avraham Hakohen Pam ZT”L (Atara L’Melech) would say:

     “In the times of the Nasi, Rabban Gamliel, if a person was not consistent in his bearing both internally and

externally, he was not let into the Beis Medrash. Today, however, it is just the opposite. We frequently find a ben

Torah who possesses noble character traits and Yiras Shamayim, but outwardly he does not manifest Kavod haTorah

- he may not have a dignified demeanor. Every yeshivah student must realize that he is a ben melech (prince) and as

such, he should behave with ‘royal dignity’ so that his outer behavior will manifest his inner spirituality.”

A Wise Man would say:

  “A committee is a group of people who can do nothing individually so they sit down to decide to do nothing all together.”



 //// ruvy cvz u,t ,hpmu //// ohya hmg iurt uagu(th'h-vf)
   The Torah refers to the wood that came from cedar trees used to build the beams (krashim) of the Mishkan as “Atzei

Shittim.” Interestingly, “Shittim” was the place where Bnei Yisroel were involved in znus ( immorality). They attended markets
and through being involved in materialistic pursuits they were lured into horrific sins. Why, then, are we commanded to use
“Atzei Shittim” if it has such a negative connotation? In fact, the word “Shittim” is the same root as the word ",«hUya" which
means nonsense or stupidity. The connection being that their involvement in the material nonsense of this world is what led
them to sin in Shittim. Our question is therefore compounded: why use “Atzei Shittim” for the holy House of Hashem? 
     The Chasam Sofer ZT”L answers that these boards were actually "cvz ohpumn" - covered with gold and quite beautiful. But
it is clear that there would be no gold if there was no wood! This means that the “Atzei Shittim” which represent the finite and
futile material world are very important because its function is to be the underlying base, the foundation that supports the gold. 
     Of course, the gold represents the Torah, and the lesson is that there can be no Torah if there is no place for it to go. Torah

was specifically given to man and not to angels because the purpose of man is to uplift all the mundane and materialistic - the
",«hUya" - that exists in this world. Our eating, sleeping, shopping at the market - EVERYTHING that we do can be mundane or
it can be great and holy acts of kedusha if we apply the principles of Torah to our lives. Indeed, the word KERESH (are)
stands for "e ohausr hnnua"h-s-  - a hint to the lofty levels one can achieve through the message of the “Atzei Shittim.”
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 wudu h,nur, ,t uje, uck ubcsh rat aht kf ,tn vnur, hk ujehu ktrah hbc kt rcs(c-vf)
     The following story took place two weeks ago in the city of Los Angeles and if this writer hadn’t been there to witness
it personally, I would be hard-pressed to believe its veracity. A well known askan was celebrating the bar mitzvah of his
oldest son and on Shabbos morning, the shul where he davened, and where his son lained and said his pshetl, was packed
to overflow. Close to two hundred people squeezed into the sizable shul - many others stood outside - and there was barely
an inch of space at the tables between the congregants. Roshei Yeshivah from some of the most prestigious yeshivos, both
in Israel and America, came for the simcha; many family members from the other coast flew in and even a group of Chassidic
singers, baalei tefillah with a choir, came from New York to enhance the festivities. All in all, it was a memorable event!
     As one can imagine, davening was long and went on for close to four hours. Some of the congregants in the packed shul

were becoming fidgety and wondered out loud how much longer davening was going to take. When they were told that
before Mussaf, the Rav was going to introduce the Bar Mitzvah boy to say his pshetl, to be followed by a derasha given by a
Rosh Yeshivah from Israel, many of them groaned - some good-naturedly, others perhaps less so. 
     With the conclusion of the Haftorah, the baal simcha asked one of his family members to daven Mussaf, hoping that he
could “move things along.” Due to the confusion, the huge throng of people and the fact that the chassidic choir stood up
and began yet another cantorial rendition, it took some time before Mussaf could even get started. Even the Baal Tefillah

situation was unclear as one family member pointed to another and then another until finally an uncle to the Bar Mitzvah

boy walked up to the amud and began the tefillah. At this point, just about everyone in the shul was becoming anxious,
although they all knew that another lull in the davening was on its way; the Rav’s speech and Bar Mitzvah boy’s pshetl.
     Apparently, one man was more anxious than the others. Turning to the people at his table, he said out loud, “Do we
really have to stop for speeches? If this guy doesn’t stop and after putting away the Sefer Torah, he goes straight into,
‘Yisgadal V’Yiskadash Shmei Raba,’ I will give him ten thousand dollars!” Everyone at the table laughed.
     Although everyone in shul seemed to know that speeches were coming, the uncle/baal tefillah was perhaps the only one
who “didn’t get the memo!” Thus, as soon as the Sefer Torah was returned to the Aron Kodesh, he walked to the amud,
and innocently sang out in a loud, melodious voice, ‘Yisgadal V’Yiskadash Shmei Raba.” He was quickly hushed and told
that there was a break in the davening now and speeches were to be conducted. He obediently sat down. But at the table
where the anxiety level had caused one man to offer the $10,000 bounty, a huge wave of laughter rolled over the people.
Not only that, but the man’s friends were expecting him to pay up. “You said that if he started ‘Yisgadal V’Yiskadash

Shmei Raba,’ you would give him $10,000 - and that’s exactly what he did!” The man who had made the offer tried to
explain that his intent was that he should have kept going and not stopped at all for the speeches, but the good-natured
ribbing continued, with people all around insisting that he has to pay up, until the shul turned silent for the speeches.
     After Shabbos, the festivities continued at the home of the Bar Mitzvah boy and many guests came from all over town
to wish him Mazel Tov. Just then, the door opened and in walked the man from shul. He walked directly over to the uncle
who had davened Mussaf, and pulled out a wad of one hundred crisp $100 bills! “I said that I would give you $10,000 so
here it is!” The uncle - as well as everyone else in the room - was flabbergasted and he tried to turn the man down. 
    “Listen to me,” said the man, who had seen his share of misfortune in life, “I have nothing left in my life but my word! I
gave you my word so you must take the money!” He pushed it into the other man’s hand and walked out!
     To everyone’s amazement, the uncle shook his head in wonder. “You are not going to believe this,” he said, almost in a
whisper. “This week, a Russian Baal Teshuvah that I have been helping out for almost 16 years became engaged. I decided to
take it upon myself to raise money for the wedding. Just this morning, I was saying that I need to raise $10,000 and just like
that, Hashem answered my call!”

       /shn, hbpk ohbp ojk ijkav kg ,,bu
wufu ruvy cvz ,rubn ,hagu          (tk'k-vf)

     “He who desires to become wise should turn to the south;
he who desires to become rich should turn to the north. The
symbol to remember this is that the Shulchan (symbol of
wealth) was to the north of the altar and the Menorah
(symbol of wisdom) was to the south.” (:vf tr,c tcc)
    On the posuk in Shir HaShirim (zy-s), “Awake, north
wind, and come south wind; blow upon my garden,” the
Medrash comments: “In the future, Hashem will drive the
two winds (north and south) together so that both will blow
simultaneously.” R’ Eliyahu Shick ZT”L (Ein Eliyahu)
interprets this Medrash in light of the dictum above. In
Messianic times, a debate will ensue between the north and
the south winds regarding the question of ultimate
redemption. The north - representing wealth - will proclaim
the posuk, “Zion will be redeemed with justice and
tzedakah,” (zf-t vhgah), i.e., through wealth distributed to
the needy. The south - representing wisdom - will proclaim
that only through Torah study will redemption occur. The
Almighty will then make peace between them and they will
act in unison; both elements will be needed for redemption.
    Reb Zalman of Dubravna and Reb Pinchos of Shklov
were two chassidim of the Alter Rebbe, R’ Schneur
Zalman of Liadi ZT”L. They were both well-known for
their tzedakah and chessed. On Reb Zalman’s table sat
three boxes of coins; one of gold, silver and copper. When
a poor person would come to him and ask for assistance,
Reb Zalman would decide which type of coin to give based
upon the need. Then, he would scoop up a handful of coins
and give it all to the poor person without hesitation.
    R’ Pinchos saw this and was impressed. He told the Alter
Rebbe, “I learned a new way of giving tzedakah from Reb
Zalman: charity with wisdom. The difference between me
and him is that he gives the entire handful to the poor man
and does not count how much he scooped up. I, on the
other hand, need to look how many coins I scooped up!”    
       EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
  ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

ovhpbfc ohffx vkgnk ohpbf harp ohcrfv uhvu  
 wufu uhjt kt aht ovhbpu ,rpfv kg     (f-vf)

    The Baal HaTurim learns that the two Cheruvim symbolize
Torah scholars engrossed in the pursuit of Torah knowledge.
“The two Cheruvim, their faces turned to one another; like

two friends discussing words of Torah back and forth.” 
    R’ Dovid Kviat ZT”L explains, based on the above posuk,
that there are three essential ingredients to attaining Torah

wisdom: 1) The Cheruvim “stretch out their wings on high” -

Torah scholars must turn their hearts to Heaven, to Hashem,
the source of wisdom, knowledge, and understanding. The
fear of G-d must be upon them and then the Shechinah

(Divine Presence) will rest upon them. 2) “Their faces shall

turn to one another,” in good comradeship and love of one
another. They must listen to what the other says and strive to
learn from each other. 3) “Toward the covering shall the

faces of the Cheruvim be” - they must delve into the Torah

with the desire to uncover its secrets, not just to find support
for their arguments. The motive must be purely to attain a
true understanding of the Torah, putting into practice that
which they have learned, for the sake of the Torah itself.
   What emerges is that the “Voice of Hashem” that emanated
from between the Cheruvim, is the voice of Torah today, and
its influence throughout the world must be channeled through
the conduit of the Torah scholars of each generation. It does
not matter to what absolute level they have attained; they are
measured relative to their generation, as our Sages have said,
“Yiftach in his generation is like Shmuel in his generation.”

(:vf  vbav atr). Torah and proper conduct for each generation
are defined according to the Torah scholars of that
generation. During times of exile, the power and influence of
Torah comes through the Torah leaders of each generation.     
    The Cheruvim “overspreading the covering with their

wings” teaches us: It is the Talmidei Chachamim who guard
the Torah and preserve it through the ages. And it is through
them alone that the true intentions of the Torah come to light.         

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF   
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO  

kan: One of the chassidim of R’ Shloime Hakohen

Rabinowitz ZT”L of Radomsk, was a tremendous Torah

scholar who could recite pages of Gemara by heart, and
knew every halachic principle in the Shulchan Aruch,
chapter and verse. Unfortunately, this man had a weakness
for money and was enamored with rich people. As scholarly
as he was, he had a reputation as a “money grubber.”
     One morning, the Rebbe walked into the Beis Medrash

and was told that this scholar had stayed up the whole night
learning. In one single night, he had completed three pages

of Gemara, with all the early and later commentators. 
     The Rebbe appeared to be impressed and walked over to
the scholar’s seat. Many people crowded around to hear the
exchange, as R’ Shloime looked at the man for a moment and
then recited the following posuk: ";xf ovheaju ohsungv huu"
(“hooks of the pillars and their belts of silver”). Nobody
knew what the Rebbe meant, least of all the scholar, until R’
Shloime smiled and explained, “You learned wohsungv u"uw - 6
sides of the Gemara (3 blatt), and still w;xf ovheajuw - you
have a irrepressible cheshek (desire) for money?”  


