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The Torah states that the princes of Moav stayed with Bilaam. But
where were the princes of Midian who had come with them?

R' Moshe Sternbuch Shlit"a explains that prophets were unable to
prophesize whenever they wished. They had to wait for the exact
moment and labor arduously to elevate themselves to a level where they
would be receptive to prophecy. Moshe Rabbeinu was the only
exception. He was able to envelop himself with Ruach Hakodesh - holy
spirit, and the prophecy would descend on him at any time he chose. Like
an angel, he was always ready to receive the word of Hashem.

Rashi writes that the elders of Midian prearranged a test for Bilaam.
Since Moshe grew up in Midian, the elders there knew of his incredible
prophetic powers. However, if Bilaam agreed to go with them right away
when they asked him, this would be a sign that his spiritual powers
matched those of Moshe's and he could then neutralize and curse Bnei
Yisroel. But when Bilaam stalled and told them to spend the night with
him, they realized that he was just an ordinary prophet who must wait for
the proper moment. He would never be able to overcome Moshe's
supremacy in prophecy and so, they went away.
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R' Yisroel Salanter ZT"L would say:

"Sometimes we forgive a person for a wrongdoing but then later our
memory is aroused and we are again resentful. That is like demanding
payment for a loan that was nullified or insisting someone return a gift.
You have no right to do so!"

R' Simcha Bunim of Pshischah ZT"L would say:
"2NN1 MY DTN NN DX - The Torah tells us that one must
prepare himself for death. So that when his time arrives, he knows how!"

R' Aharon Alter Miller ZT"L would say:
"The world is always ending; the exact date depends on when you
came into it!"

For information please call 914-362-4380/E-Mail TorahTavlin@aol.com.
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