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angel granted his request but not without a measure of

scorn. If Hashem wanted him to be punished, He could do

so no matter where Lot went. Just like the horse who thinks

that the faster he runs, the more capable he is of avoiding
A SERIES IN HALACHAH

LIVING A “TORAH” DAY m

HalachosPertainingtothe “Torah” Table (46)

The Beracha on Fruit - \wn 9 XM (cont.). Last week we
explained the first of the five conditions necessary to make a
"NWN M9 NN on fruit, or "MITNN M9 XM on non-tree
vegetation. As we explained (FENPOQ), it must be: 1) Fully
grown. The other four are: 2) Edible and pleasant. 3) Normal
manner - raw or cooked. 4) Planted for - the product or way of
eating it. 5) Original form and not crushed or pressed into juice.
Edible. Even something fully grown might not be edible or
pleasantly edible and not require any beracha or at least not the
special beracha given for the item at it’s peak. Items such as
dry black pepper, raw coffee and cocoa powder, very sour
lemons, strong vinegar, olive oil, etc, that are considered
repulsive and completely inedible because of their bitterness or
sharpness, require no beracha (1. Even though one might get
nutrition and feel satiated after forcing himself to eat them, he
doesn’t make a beracha since there is no pleasurable taste. If he
has an abnormal taste and does enjoy them, he says a ">5nv" but
not "\yn" or "N TN’ since they can in no way be called “at their
peak.” @ If, however, one eats a regular lemon which could be
eaten with a bit of difficulty, he says "29nv" 3. The same is true
for onions, garlic, white horseradish, mustard, etc. If one fries
the onions, he makes a "N ™NN' since the sharp taste is gone).
Normal Manner. Foods that are commonly eaten both raw
and cooked get their peak beracha both raw or cooked. If they
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R’ Meir Yechiel of Ostrovtza ZT”’L would say:

the whip of the wagon-driver, so too, human beings believe
that they have the ability to escape from the trials and
tribulations of life. What they don’t understand is that the
more they run - the more they bring hardship on themselves!
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are commonly eaten only raw or only cooked, then they get
their peak beracha only in their commonly eaten form ().
Therefore, one says "\yn" on regular raw apples, baked apples
and home-made apple sauce, since apples are commonly eaten
in all those forms. Similarly, carrots get a "N m™~n"” both raw and
cooked. Certain types of sour apples are normally eaten only
cooked and one who eats them raw says "onv". Similarly,
peanuts are always roasted before being sold, even those sold in
the shell, and "™~ is said only on roasted peanuts. On raw
peanuts, one says "2onv". If they are normally eaten raw, and
lose some of their peak taste when cooked, like bananas and
cucumbers, one says 25" when he eats them cooked.

In all of the above cases, when one ate a normally cooked item

raw, or visa-versa, if he mistakenly said "\yn” he has fulfilled his
basic obligation and no new beracha is needed ).
Planted For. Horseradish is planted with the intention that it is
to be used to accompany other foods. If one eats it alone, even
the red kind that is flavored with beets which many people find
quite tasty alone, the beracha will still be ">onv" because that is
not what it was planted for. Similarly, if one sweetened a lemon
with a lot of honey, the beracha is ">5nv". This halacha is also
brought out in the difference between certain seeds. Sunflower
is planted for its seeds and one who eats those seeds says
"mTNT (7. Watermelons are planted for their fruit and if one
likes the seeds and eats them alone he says "95nv".
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“The Medrash writes that Avrohom asked for 3 measures of flour ("n>© NP oD WHv") for each angel. As we
know, there were 318 men in Avrohom’s household (1°-7) and with Avrohom, Eliezer, Yishmael and the three
angels, it now totalled 324. The measure of a XD is the size of 144 eggs - one N equals 6 2P, a AP totals 4 25 and
one » is 6 eggs. Thus, nine ®NO totals 1296 eggs (144 x 9). Chazal say that a standard meal is the size of four eggs.
Now, 1296 divided by 4 equals 324. Hence, there were 4 eggs - precisely a standard meal - for each man in the house!”

R’ Shimshon of Ostropolier ZT”’L would say:

“Rashi says that Lot’s wife looked 'wnN" - ‘behind Lot’ and instantly turned into a pillar of salt. She thought that
she was impervious to the angel’s warning in the merit of looking ‘behind Lot - at the future generations of great
people who were destined to emerge from Lot: Ruth the Moavite and Dovid Hamelech. However, although
righteous descendants did emerge from her offspring, she herself was unworthy and perished.”

A Wise Man would say:

“If there is one person to avoid, it would be the self-made man who worships his creator!”
A SPECIAL MAZEL TOV TO MR & MRS YONAH ROTHMAN ON THE BAR MITZV AH OF THEIRN SON, YUMI *3
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE BY MAIL FOR YOUR SHUL OR
HAVE IT E-MAILED TQO YOU DIRECTLY. PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200 OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO: TORAHTAVLIN@YAHOOQ.COM.




2= e .. ThaER

(=22) "W TN 7R N2 TN VAN 0N AINTY R NN RPERN D0 BRN2N XOPN

Rashi writes: “As it is said this day - That they will say about it in the days to come, ‘On this mountain, the Holy One
blessed be He appeared to his people.”” The Nation of Israel is one that will last for all days, unlike other nations who
have their day or their moment - and then fade away into the murky depths of history.

On the 11-12 of Sivan, 5672 (May 27-28, 1912), a historic conference was held in Kattowice, Poland. With some 300
delegates from four countries in attendance, including some of the greatest Roshei Yeshivah, Rabbonim and Chassidic
Rebbes of the day, the formation and program of the World Organization of “Agudas Yisroel” was proclaimed. Theidea
of an international body of world Jewry loyal to the Torah which would formulate and oversee policy, both halachicand
politicalin nature, toassistthedowntrodden masses arose naturallyin Germany, with its tendencytowards organization,
but soon spread eastward to Poland and Lithuania, and eventually to Eretz Yisroel and America. In the years that
followed, a majority of Torah Jewry united under the banner of Agudas Yisroel and until this very day, it has become a
major force todeal with the issues that affect Klal Yisroelinternally, and vis a vis the world at large.

Fromitsinception, R* Meir Shapiro ZT”’L, (then the rabbi of Glina), took a keen interest in therise and development
oftheorganization in Poland, eventuallyassuming the mantle of leadership of the Polish branch of Agudas Yisroel. This
was not an easy task by any stretch as not all devout, believing Jews welcomed the new organization. In fact, a good
many opposed it strongly, believing that the Torah they studied and the mitzvos they kept were enough to take care of
everything for them and Jews should do nothing more in response to the world around them.

However, the new political organization of Torah Jewry kept gathering momentum, and it soon began publishing its
own newspaper, titled “Der Yid” (The Jew). It was a small, modest publication, that would not tax the party’s meager
resources too heavily. The secular, non-religious Jewish world had long been publishing its newspapers, and with time
these became more substantial and prestigious journals. The two most renowned were “Haint” and “Moment”. Of course,
due to the nature of the non-religious bent of these papers and the fact that they were written by irreligious authors who
share no love for the Orthodox way of life, there was little that these papers had to offer for the Jews who subscribed to a
life of Torah and mitzvos. Thus, “Der Yid” filled a void that was so necessary to the religious Jews of Eastern Europe.

Interestingly, shortly after “Der Yid” began circulating among the population, the other twolarger newspapers took to
attacking Agudas Yisroel in general and its new journal in particular. Evidently the large, powerful secular parties
believed that they owned the rights to Polish Jewry with regard to all political matters, and only they had the ability and
authorizationtoproducejournalismthatcouldexertamajorinfluencein molding publicopinion.

R’ Meir Shapiroreacted by writing an article in “Der Yid”, in which he reported a poignant incident that happened to
him personally: Ashe was walking down the street one day, R” Meir came upon a man selling Jewish newspapers.

“Doyou have a copyof ‘Der Yid’?” he asked. “Why ‘Der Yid’ ?” asked the street vendor. “Why not an important paper
with substance: ‘Haint’ or ‘Moment.” My copies of ‘Der Yid’ are still wrapped up and lying at the bottom of my pile.”
“But I want ‘Der Yid,”” insisted R” Meir. The vendor looked at him skeptically and asked, “Rabbiner, why do you
insiston thelittle paper, ‘Der Yid’,in preference tothe great big ones like ‘Haint’ or ‘Moment’?”

“I will tell you,” the Rabbi of Glina replied. “The name ‘Haint’ means ‘today’ which implies only one day. Similarly, the

name ‘Moment’ denotes only about a minute, here and now. So both will soon disappear into the past. But ‘Der Yid’ refers

to ‘the Jew’ - the Torah Jew - he may lie at the bottom of the pile, downtrodden and oppressed, but Der Yid is eternal.”
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Swm: A wagon-driver was once teaching his apprentice the
technique of his trade. He showed him how to make the
horses run faster by whipping them harder and harder.

“But I don’t understand,” asked the young boy. “Why
should the horse run faster from the whip? If it was me, I
would stop running in protest and not move again until the
wagon-driver stops hitting me with his whip!”

The wagon-driver roared with laughter at the young boy’s
naivete. “That’s because you think like a human while he
thinks like a horse! When a horse gets whipped on his back,

he immediately starts running faster because he thinks he
can run away from the whip. What his feeble horse’s brain
doesn’tcomprehendisthatheis actuallypulling the wagon
and the driver behind him and so, the more he runs, the
more he pulls the driver who can then whip him again and
again. There is no way for him to get away from the whip!”
“wna: When Lot was informed that he must run away to
the mountains for his hometown of Sodom was to be
destroyed, he protested that he was still in danger and
requested to be allowed to go to Tzoar for his safety. The
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Avrohom Avinu brought three non-Jewish guests into
his abode and attended to them in a princely manner.
However, before granting them entry he said, “Let a small
amount of water be brought so that you can wash your
feet.” Rashi explains that this was because he thought that
they were idol-worshipers who bow down to the dust of
their feet. Sothat this dust is not broughtinto his abode, he
requested them to wash their feet before entering.
Avrohom did not feel he was asking too much of his
guests in requesting them not to bring into his house
something which would disturb him. All the more so, a
person is entitled to demand that others - family and
friends - do not walk around one’s house in a distinctly
immodestmannerorwearingunbecomingattire.

When R’ Yaakov Yosef Herman ZT”’L married off
one of his children in New York in 1922, he sent out
invitations to many people in the community. However, he
included at the bottom of the invitation the following
words: “Ladies, please come dressed according to the
Jewish law.” Although feelings for fznius were much
weaker at that time than now, and these people were his
guests, R’ Yaakov Yosef nevertheless felt it his right to
request of those who wish to attend his simcha that they
comein respectable and modest clothes, even if they might
feelinsultedatthenotification.

This idea is one that manifests itself in many facets of
society and every-day life. Just as guests can be requested
todressin acertain manner before attending a function, so
too, an employed woman can be told to come to work in a
basically modest manner of dress and can be requested not
tosing even softly to herselfif this will disturb members of
the household by whom she works. (n¥ad491mmy)
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The Rambam (7-n nMnn >1o> ) writes that if one is in
a situation where he is not obligated to give up his life (such
as when told to eat treif or die), then he is w21 2NN
(equivalent to committing suicide) if he gives up his life
anyway, for no reason. If so, one may ask, when Avrohom
was told that Hashem intended to destroy Sodom, he
protests and pleads to save them. Yet when Avrohom is told
to sacrifice his own son, he follows without questioning at
all. Why didn’t he petition to save his son? Just as if one has
the option to run away instead of facing the “Avodah Zara or
death” choice, by not doing so he is giving up his life for no
reason. So, too, by not petitioning to save his own son from
death, shouldn’t this be considered sacrificing a life?

In response to this question, R’ Joseph Ber Soloveitchik
ZT”L cites the halachic dictum that during a time of
Shmad (forced conversion), there is an obligation to give
up one’s life. When giving up your life instead of running
away, the act giving up of your life is not for no reason -
when you are in a Shas Hashmad - it is always for a good
reason. Once there is a obligation to give up your life it
elevates the death toa Kiddush Hashem, andrunning away
simply avoids the opportunityto doa Kiddush Hashem.

Thus, Avrohom understood that the request by Hashem to
sacrifice Yitzchok was in order that he may die Al Kiddush
Hashem. Once it was a request to sanctify the Holy Name,
then to try to avoid this sacrifice would be to try to avoid a
Kiddush Hashem. Just as in a time of Shmad, one cannot
avoid a Kiddush Hashem, so too, in the case of Yitzchok,
Avrohom understood that he cannot avoid this higher calling
and lofty commandment. By contrast, Sodom was being
destroyed as a punishment, not as an opportunity for them to
become closer to Hashem, so Avrohom pleaded for mercy.

mw* FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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The lesson that the beginning of Parshas Vayera imparts us is one of staggering proportions. The posuk relates how

Avrohom Avinu sat at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. This was the third day after his bris milah and he was
in terrible pain. Hashem, Himself, came to visit Avrohom - obviously an unbelievable honor. In fact, thisis the sourcein
the Torah from where we learn the mitzvah of bikur cholim - visiting the sick. But then, something remarkable occurs. In
the midst of the Almighty’s visit, Avrohom suddenly spots three men walking towards his tent. This is the moment he’s
been waiting for. He jumps up and runs toward his guests, no doubt apologizing to Hashem for running out on Him like
this, and he welcomes in the guests. Of course, one might think it is rude to abandon someone who comes to visit you -
how much more so the Divine Presence itself! - but we see that Hashem did not feel slighted at all; on the contrary,
Hashemwas happy to see how Avrohom performs His will through the mitzvah of Hachnossas Orchim.

The Medrash teaches: “Greater is welcoming guests, than greeting the shechina itself.” Translating that into very
practical terms it means that Hashem himself would prefer that we show love and kindness to one another even before we
show honor and respect for Hakadosh Boruch Hu! This is truly a remarkable and fundamental point in our Avodas
Hashem. Our Beloved Father wishes more than ANYTHING that we puteach other’s needs before any other priority and
that we truly care about one another. When we do this, we will surely bring the greatest nachas and honor to Hashem.




