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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A ‘TORAH” DAY

"B919 425 N oY’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (167)
The Yissachar/Zevulun Partnership. Last week we introduced
the topic of the classic Yissachar/Zevulun partnership where one
partner earns enough to support himself and his partner who sits
and learns. The eamner and the leamer split the rewards of the
learning. Based on this, the Tur (1) writes that if a person is unable
to learn because he lacks the background or learning skills, or his
intellect is low, or he has many things to take care of and has no
time to learn, he should support a Torah scholar and thereby
acquire for himself the merit and reward of Talmud Torah.
Even Like the Rambam. A few weeks ago we mentioned the
minority opinion of the Rambam that one should not take money
for learning and be supported by charity money. The Ohr
HaChayim () writes that even the Rambam agrees to a Yissachar/
Zevulun setup, since it is in a business partnership format.
Important Question: Does this Partnership Happen
Automatically or Does it Need a Stipulated Condition?
First Opinion. R’ Yitzchak Elchonon Spektor z#”” ) holds
that no conditions are necessary. As long as you support a Torah
learner the reward is automatically split. He compares this to the
input of a wife and mother to her husband and son’s learning.
The Gemara @ says that ladies are rewarded for their participation
in the leaming of their family members, even though we don’t
find anything about a lady making conditions with her family
members. Others say that from the 7ur mentioned earlier, it also
sounds like that, because the Tur says that a person who can’t
learn should assist one who can and doesn’t mention anything
about stipulating conditions. It would seem from this opinion
that when one donates to a Yeshivah or Kollel, although there is
no singled-out learner that he supports, he automatically gets a
portion in the learning, commensurate to the amount he gives.
Second Opinion. The Netziv ) holds that to divide the reward
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equally one must make a specific condition. He infers this from the

words of the RM’A (. He obviously holds that the participation of

an outsider is no comparison to that of a family member.

Possible Third Opinion. From a Teshuva [2] in Evkas Rochel

written by R Yosef Karo z¢’7 it seems that although a condition

is technically necessary, whenever one supports a Torah learner,

it is like an automatically understood condition. The ongoing

custom is that when one makes a partnership with a learner to

make specific conditions as will be explained next week I'Y”’H.
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The 27 were ) that one may not read by the light of an (oil) lamp.
We are concerned that if the flame would get dim, the reader would ilt
the lamp so the oil gathers around the wick, thus increasing the flame,
this would constitute an xm» T MooN. Since a reader is always
preoccupied with his reading, it is difficult to be on guard not to filt the
lamp inadvertently out of habit, therefore they forbade using it entirely.
The Mishna Berura (n"y) mentions a few different views but paskens
that although there are things one can do to a wax candle to increase
the flame, if one is using good wax candles, the above is not a concemn.
The 7amn (v ') paskens that if nos falls out on naw we may say the
10 by the light of a lamp. Since everyone is familiar with the nn it
doesn't take much concentration and one will not come to tilt the lamp
accidentally. The o »a quoted in 2" () rules that even an oy
x i who doesn't know the hagaddah may use a lamp because a0
DN MONis @ NI INT M and will be lost completely if not read.
R’ Chaim Kanievsky shlita was asked: according to the Pri Migadim,
one should always be permitted to learn by a lamp since N monis
also a xrm T mxn. He answered that since one can learn things he
knows by heart, the mitzvah is not lost. The haggada can't be read by
heart and it will be lost, so we permitit. Based on this, if an Am Haaretz
does not know any Torah by heart, may he use a lamp to learn?
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Reisha Rav, R’ Aaron Levine z¢”’l (HaDrash

’haiyun) would say:
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“Ywy” N2 011 29 DON 92Y - When a person has the opportunity to do a mitzvah, it is preferable that he does it

immediately and does not procrastinate. Doing a mitzvah

with alacrity prevents all kinds of obstacles from arising to

forestall the performance of the mitzvah at a later time. That is why the posuk says, ‘All the wise-hearted among you
shall come’ - one who is truly wise and understand what Hashem wants - ‘shall come’ - right away, without delay.”

R’ Eliyahu Mishkovsky zt”’I (R”’Y Knesses Chizkiyahu) would say:

.

NWN NN MY IWND' - When a person is elevated to a position of great power, his name is widely known and respected

throughout the land, and his office requires him to allocate jobs and responsibilities necessary for the internal maintenance
of the land. Moshe Rabbeinu, however, who was chosen by the Almighty to appoint workers for the construction of the
Mishkan, is not even mentioned once in the entire parsha that deals with the appointments for the Mishkan’s construction
(Tetzaveh). Once the Mishkan was totally completed, though, Hashem paid him back doubly for his humility by
mentioning his name no less than 18 times, as we find the words 'NwN NN "N MY WK written over and over again.”

A Wise Man would say: “The real voyage of discovery consists not in seeking new lands but seeing with new eyes.”
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In the early part of the 20th century, a young girl stood near her father on the dock of a Polish harbor, a steamer trunk at
her feet. Out of her nine siblings, twelve-year-old Rose was the child chosen to be sent to the “golden land,” America. Life in
Poland was hard, hunger a constant visitor in her home. After much scraping and pinching, her family saved enough for a
single one-way ticket to the United States. And Rose, the youngest of the nine, was the lucky one chosen to go.

Her father stood there holding back his emotions. “Rose, my child, remember: Hashem is watching over you every step of
the way. Remember His laws and keep them well. More than the Jews have kept the Shabbos, the Shabbos has kept the Jews.
It will be hard in the new land. Don’t forget who you are. Keep the Shabbos - no matter what sacrifice you must make.”

For Rose, the journey was full of questions and uncertainly. Would her relatives really extend a welcome to her, or was she to
be all alone in the new land? How frightening was the thought of a new life without her loved ones? Rose did not have long to
worry. Her relatives were waiting for her, solicitous of their “greenhorn” cousin. She was soon safely ensconced in their home.

Life in America was new and strange. Polish mannerisms were quickly shed - along with religion. Modesty, keeping
kosher, and Torah were abandoned, together with the outmoded clothing and accent. Rose’s relatives insisted religion was
“old-fashioned” an unnecessary accessory in America. Rose, however, never forgot her father’s parting words. She put on the
new clothes her relatives gave her, cut her hair to suit the fashion, but never gave up on Shabbos. With her mature appearance
and demeanor, it was not long before Rose found a job as a sewing machine operator. But what would she do about Shabbos?

Every week without fail, Rose devised a new excuse for her boss to explain why she did not come to work on Saturday.
One week she had a toothache, another week her stomach bothered her. After three weeks, the foreman grew wise. He
called her over. “Rose,” he said in a tone that indicated he had only her welfare in mind. “I like your work, and I like you.
But this Shabbos business has got to stop. Either you come in this Saturday, or you can look for a new job.”

The week passed in a daze for Rose. Her emotions were in turmoil. “On the one hand, Tatte is not here to help me be
strong. I do want to please my new friends. I want to fit into this new land,” she reasoned. And then just as quickly came
another thought: “How can I forget the day of Shabbos? How can I give up the beauty Tatte worked so hard to teach me?”

On Friday, Rose walked to work, lunch bag in hand, head stooped in thought. She sat at her machine throughout the day.
The machine kept tune to Rose’s troubled thoughts. What should she do - what could she do? As the sun slipped over the
parapets of the Lower East Side, Rose knew there was really no question. She was Jewish, and she would keep the Shabbos.

Early the next morning, she left the house, pretending to be headed for work. Back and forth through the streets of
Manhattan she paced. Later in the day, she rested in Tompkin’s Square Park, together with the city pigeons. “Yonah matza bo
manoach” (“On Shabbos the dove found rest.”). There she sat among the pigeons, singing the traditional Shabbos songs,
with tears in her eyes and sobs between the verses. When three stars finally peeked out from the black sky announcing the end
of Shabbos, the moon shone down on a weary girl and bathed her face in its glow. Rose had triumphed, but her victory would
cost her dearly. She had no job and had most certainly alienated her family. Rose trudged homeward, dreading the nasty scene
to come when her relatives learned that she hadn’t been at work. “Rose!” A shout broke into her reverie. It was her cousin
Joe. “What ... I mean, how are you here? Where were you all day?”” Rose looked at her cousin Joe, her expression woebegone.

Rose did not know what to say. Joe looked at her strangely. “Rose, didn’t you hear?” he asked gently. “There was an awful
fire in the factory. Only forty people survived. There was no way out of the building. People even jumped to their deaths.”

Joe’s voice was hushed. “Rosie, don’t you see? Because you kept Shabbos, you are alive. Because of Shabbos, you
survived.” Out of 190 workers, Rose Goldstein was among the few who survived. The infamous Triangle Shirtwaist Factory
fire on Saturday, March 25, 1911, claimed the lives of 146 immigrant workers present. Because it had been Shabbos, Rose
Goldstein was not there. As her father had said, more than the Jews keep the Shabbos, the Shabbos keeps the Jews. (Chabad.org)
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With the establishment of the Jewish nation, Hashem
commanded them to sanctify the new moon each month.
This was their first Mitzvah as a nation, and it gave them
control over time and the theological/liturgical cycle. In the
Haftorah, Yechezkal HaNavi describes the various sacrifices
that Klal Yisroel bring during the seven-day inauguration
ceremony of the Bais Hamikdash, highlighting the Korban
that is brought on the first day of Nisan in honor of the new
moon. While every month’s sacrifice was brought as a Y27
now — a burnt offering, on Rosh Chodesh Nisan it is to be

brought as a NNVN Y29 — a sin-offering. Why is this so?

Although Chazal say that the answer must wait until
Moshiach arrives, a timeless lesson can still be learned. R’
Moshe Phorhand z£”’I (Ohel Moshe) explains that Nisan is a
special time when Hashem lifted Bnei Yisroel out of bondage
and placed them on an extremely high spiritual plateau.
During the month of Nisan, Jews aspire to attain that very
level of spirituality, but it is unattainable without proper
preparation. Just as one would never place a sparkling
diamond in a dirty case, Jews must first cleanse themselves
before the night of Pesach so that they may attain great levels
of spirituality. This arduous process begins with the apt sin-
offering on Rosh Chodesh Nisan as opposed to a burnt-
offering, so that it will carry on throughout the rest of the year.
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CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV FROM
FAMILY OF R CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN ZI’L

This Shabbos is the first yahrtzeit of the Baal Machsheves Halev, R’ Chaim Yossel Kofman z#”’. Due to limitations
on public gatherings, the family asks all to please learn and give tzedaka, "8t DNIAN HNIW 12 GO DN Y'Y,

Many of us are either presently quarantined or homebound. It is a good time to reflect on our lives, families, strengths,
and Torah values and commitments as well. Yet, with the whole world seemingly gone mad and many facets of our lives
turned upside down, it’s kedai to bear in mind the following encouraging vort. The posuk in Vayakhel says "15 050 92wy -
“And all the wisehearted did,” in plural form, yet by each individual posuk, it employs the word "wy" in singular form.

R’ Moshe Feinstein z¢’l says that although many people partook in the procedures connected to building the Mishkan,
there was an underlying feeling of responsibility and urgency felt by each individual “yachid” and although Chazal tell us, “A
pot of partners is neither hot nor cold,” because each partner relies a bit on the other, here it was not the case. Each person felt
a complete responsibility, thereby fully ensuring that the job would get done to perfection.

My machshava here is that sometimes we just go with the flow and follow the masses. It’s often easier to just do as
everyone else is doing. Perhaps Hashem is telling us - each person - I want your individual unique efforts for Me. Be in
seclusion, daven by yourself if you must, but do it with your own personal touch, with zest and geshmak. Talk to Me because
it’s just the two of us. Bear this in mind, and tell your children. You will see your relationship with Hashem will soar.

May this eis tzara pass in peace, and life can go back to a normal flow, thereby bringing us closer to Hashem and to
ultimately be the catalyst that hastens the end of this bitter galus and brings Moshiach bikarov mamash.
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m: The Lubliner Rav, R’ Meir Shapiro z#”/, had a
wealthy son-in-law who did business with government
contractors and made a very good living. He once did a
business deal whereby he purchased from the local
government, the rights to collect tolls from people who
passed over a certain bridge. To accomplish this he hired two
guards to stand on either side of the bridge and collect
payment from anyone who attempted to cross.

One day, a poor, ignorant but desperate man came to the
son-in-law and begged him to please give him a job. He
continued to beg and plead until finally he was given the job
to collect the payment instead of one of the original
watchmen. It didn’t take a long time until this ignorant man
came to his boss with bags and bags of money that he
collected from people who wanted to cross the bridge.

Although astonished by his accomplishments, it didn’t take

long for the owner of the bridge to figure out what happened.
The original watchman would get into conversation with
travelers and would make deals with them giving them
discounts and often letting them go for free. He very often
forgot to collect the requisite payment. This ignorant man, on
the other hand, was scrupulous in his job. He didn’t know
from any games and was not the type to schmooze with
passersby. “Pay now or else,” he would tell them - that was
all he understood and therefore no one was ever able to
“schmear” him over.

w3 R’ Meir Shapiro related the story with a message. My
son-in-law came to a clear conclusion: smart or stupid,
capable or ignorant, the main thing is commitment. Building
the house of Hashem where the Shechina would rest, required
many aspects of work - but the main thing was their dedication
and commitment. With Klal Yisroel’s utmost commitment to
building the Mishkan, they have accomplished one of the
ereatest feats our Nation had ever done.
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1shkan - a home for the Divine Presence of Hashem. He
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Moshe Rabbeinu understood the ramifications of building a

knew that everything must be done in the most beautiful way possible. He was afraid that since the Jewish people were coming
out of Egypt, they were surely influenced by the Egyptian understanding of beauty. He did not want this to have any effect on
the Mishkan. He therefore said a special tefillah to Hashem: ".. Y2y WpoNR 1 Oy " - May the "n»yy’, the special beauty that
will project and define the Mishkan, be a holy and G-dly beauty, and not the empty, superficial beauty of Egypt.

At the end of Moshe’s fefillah, he uses a double expression, "IN W NYYM WHY NN W NwynY', and Rashi tells us this
refers to both the Meleches HaMishkan (actual construction) as well as an individual’s day-to-day avoda. Moshe is asking
Hashem that just as all the work that was done for this special sanctuary contained special intentions and spiritual beauty, so
too, may ALL of our efforts in life contain these same blessings! In fact the building of the Mishkan was meant to be an
exercise in building oneself! Everything physical that a person does can be an act of FUTILITY or an act of SPIRITUALITY'!
It all depends on the intention that one puts in! This is truly Moshe’s plea at this very auspicious occasion of building the
Mishkan! May EVERYTHING that we do in this world - whether it is eating or sleeping or going out to work or learning
Torah - if we put the "n oyw", this special Divine beauty into everything we do, then everything becomes a holy act of building.

The greatest contribution one can make to anything he does in this world is to give his heart! Of course giving one’s heart
begins with using one’s mind! If a person truly wants to build a Mishkan for Hashem in his heart, he needs to have holy
intentions even for the most physical things that he does. This is the key to living a spiritual - and “NE’EMUSDIKA” - life!




