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If Moshe Rabbeinu hadn't smitten the rock and had only spoken to it,
producing the water only through his words, as Hashem had intended him
to, then the exalted name of Hashem would have been gloriously
sanctified. By virtue of the fact that Moshe hit the rock, instead of talking
to it, a massive Chilul Hashem - desecration of Hashem's name, was
created, and this was the reason why he died in the desert.

Explains the Chiddushei Hari''m, R' Yitzchok Meir of Gur ZT"L,
anytime Brnei Yisroel would sin in the future, Hashem would always have
a claim against them; if a mere rock that does not have the ability to see or
hear, listens to Hashem's command, then surely Bnei Yisroel who can see
and hear, should listen and heed the commands of Hashem.

But Moshe Rabbeinu who was so devoted to Brei Yisroel and loved
them to the extent of self-sacrifice on their behalf, wished to prevent
Hashem from constantly having this claim against them. He therefore,
struck the rock. Just as the rock had to be stricken to bring it to it's senses
and obey Hashem's command, so do Bnei Yisroel sometimes have to be
stricken - words not being enough to bring them to obey Hashem's
command! Moshe Rabbeinu loved Bnei Yisroel so much that he was
willing to forfeit his life and entire future to protect them.
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R' Yisroel Salant ZT"L would say:
"Decency is a prerequisite for learning Torah. It is possible for a person
to run to a mussar shmuess - lecture, and push elderly people out of his
way because he is so hungry to hear mussar!"

R' Dov Ber of Lubavitch ZT"L would say:

"The statement 'You shall love Hashem your G-d' is not only a
command, but also a promise. If you will truly love Hashem, He will
always be your G-d, and never forsake you."

R' Dov Ber of Mezeritch ZT'"L (Mezeritcher Maggid) would say:
"Why should a person attempt to discard any semblance of worldliness?
Does the world belong to him that he has the right to dispose of it?"
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The question is asked: How does the nmTN N9 - red heifer, relate to us
today, since even in the times of the Bais Hamikdosh, it was rarely
performed? Also, what is the meaning of what we are taught with regard
to the Parah that it "purifies those who are ¥V- unclean, and makes
tamei those who are pure."

The Baal Shem Tov ZT"L answers that we are referring to the trait
of MN) - conceit, which can be both bad and good. When a person finds
himself going on the path away from Hashem, the beginning of his
attempt to rectify his situation is through conceit. When one starts to
serve Hashem it is not always possible to achieve an understanding that
he can do nothing without Hashem. But he must do something. Therefore
he must serve Hashem with conceit - to glorify himself and serve Hashem
for reasons other then His Name's sake in order that by serving Him for
an ulterior reason he may come to serve Hashem for His Name's sake.
Later, though, when he has passed this stage, and observing the mitzvos
properly, then he must have the correct intentions, pure without any
conceit whatsoever. For if he mixes any conceit with his service,, it will
be invalid. From this we see that conceit makes pure those who are tamei.
i.e. those who are far from Hashem since it brings them closer to serving
Hashem for His name's sake, but it also makes tamei those who are pure,
i.e. those who are already close to Hashem since their service will be
rendered invalid.
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The story of a simple truck driver who would wake up early in the
morning and work hard all day long, trying to put food on his table for his
family. One day, he asked the rabbi the following question: One morning
he woke early and, before davening Shachris, he recited the entire book of
Tehilim. Was he required to recite Pesukei Dezimra?

The rabbi smiled and answered, "If you would be asked to transport in
your truck several tanks of gasoline, how would you do it?"

"With joy!" answered the driver.

"And before the trip," continued the rabbi, "Would you fill the tank of
the truck with gas?"

"Of course," came the reply, "otherwise, I couldn't drive the truck."

"But isn't the truck already filled with gasoline," asked the rabbi.

"Of course," responded the driver, "but the tanks on top of the truck do
not help the tank inside the truck."

The rabbi continued, "So certainly you could understand that the
Tehilim recited early in the morning do not relate to Pesukei Dezimra
recited later. They are two separate institutions, and what is accomplished
by one is not accomplished by the other."
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