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Moshe Rabbeinu turns to. the heavens and earth and urges them to serve

as witnesses to what he is saying. Doesn't this seem somewhat arrogant,
that a human being, flesh and blood, orders around the heavens and earth?

Explains R' Elchanan Wasserman ZT"L HY"D that in his
continuation, though, Moshe explains himself: "For the Name of God I
call, give honor to our God." Moshe here reminds us that he enlists the
services of the heavens and earth not for his own purposes, not to further
his own interests, but for the honor of the Almighty. And for Hashem's
honor one can make use of the entire creation, since every being and
creature is obligated to honor Hashem!

Similarly, everyone wishes for all the best for the new year, that his
fortune will see an abundance of blessing. But why? In what merit? Do we
truly deserve it? However, if we wish for good for the sake of the honor of
Hashem - a comfortable living to help us educate our children comfortably
along the path of Torah and tradition, good health to allow us to properly
fulfill all the mitzvos and raise our children to Torah and mitzvos - if this
is our perspective, then we can rightfully ask for all the goodness in the
world, and we will receive it in plenty!
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R' Yisroel Meir Hakohen ZT"L the Chofetz Chayim would say:
"Hashem is merciful and gracious. If he wants to give a person more,
He can certainly give more! But if He does not give more, then the way it
is, is certainly the best it could be!"

R' Yechiel Michel of Gustinin ZT"L would say:

"Part of a day is Halachically considered to be like a whole day and a
single day is considered like an entire year. Thus if we do real feshuvah on
Yom Kippur, it will be as if we had done feshuvah the entire year!"

R’ Boruch Halevi Epstein (Torah Temimah) ZT"L would say:

"The Torah is like a beautiful song; every qualified musician has his
own contribution to make to the tune. But only when the orchestra is
heard as a whole, however, can one understand the complete work."
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was also upset, as here was an outright infringement upon the honor of
the Torah. Yet, he kept silent. He took a piece of paper and jotted down
the list of sources and sent it to the student. "Review these as soon as
possible, and be sure to return the money to the first partner."

Some time later, the young student came to the home of R' Moshe. He
was welcomed in warmly and asked to sit. He told the rabbi that he
passed his required exams in the laws of shechitah and requested a
recommendation. "Gladly," said the sage. He first quizzed the student a
bit, and when it was evident that he was proficient in the relevant
halachos, R' Moshe wrote him a flattering recommendation. Those who
remembered what the young man had said earlier about R' Moshe
approached him and complained, "But, this man insulted you so much!"

R' Moshe answered, "Have you forgotten that Yom Kippur has passed
in the interim, and we forgave everyone who may have insulted us?!"
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The gemarah states, (.19 nav) 'Three things a person must ask in his
house the eve before Shabbos as it begins to get dark. "omwy? - Did you
take tithes?, onany! - Did you make an Eruv?, 0 X901 - Did
you light the Shabbos lights?

The great Rebbe, R' Sholom of Belz ZT"L adds further, that just as it
is true that we must ask these questions on the eve of each and every
Shabbos throughout the year, it is even more so that on the eve of the
Shabbos of Shabboses - the holy day of Yom Kippur - that we must ask
these three things. Therefore, a person must look within himself and raise
the following question: "onawy” - In a short amount of time, the 10 (wy)
days of repentance will have passed, "onany” - the eve (1Y) of Yom
Kippur is fast approaching, but still 70 nx o717 - Have we all
kindled the lights of Teshuvah in our hearts? Has each and every one of
us done all he can during these days of repentance to ignite within
ourselves the power to burn away our sins and draw close to Hashem.
These are the questions that a person must ask himself on "erev shabbos"
- the holiest of all days, the #yynaw nav.

The Chassidim would say that before Kol Nidrei in the big shul in
Belz, R' Sholom would cry out in a loud voice, "Oy, we have erred, we
have wronged, we have sinned” When the people would hear this, they
were all struck with fear which inspired them to a Teshuva Shelaima.
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Once, a dispute broke out between two business partners. They wisely
decided to present the case before a posek and hear the ruling of the
halacha. In the meantime, it was decided, the money in question would be
kept with a reliable, neutral third party. They knew of a certain young
yeshiva student who was studying for his kabbalah - license for shechitah
and whose mind and experience was far from the world of commerce. And
so they agreed to leave the disputed money with him while they bring their
case to R' Moshe Feinstein ZT" L. The two partners went to the home of
the young shechitah student and brought the money. They then made their
way to the home of R' Moshe, one of the great poskim of the last
generation. He greeted them warmly, heard their claims, researched the
relevant sources, and issued his ruling in favor of one of the partners. The
two accepted this verdict and returned to the student's home. "Give him
the money," said the one partner, "he is right."

"What, this was R' Moshe's ruling?! [ also researched the halacha, and,
as it turns out, the other partner is right! I am terribly sorry, but R" Moshe
made a mistake." He then added arrogantly. "His logic does not make
sense. Even a great posek can make an error!"

The two partners listened and were infuriated. They had never seen
such outright brazenness and arrogance. The great sage, when he heard,
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