079 ma BInaEN o ma o Ry uT

BRAND NEW IN TIME FOR
PESACH! AVAILABLE IN YOUR
LOCAL JUDAICA BOOK
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Swma: Before the concept of korbonos begins, it is important
to note that the Torah is not a book of antiquated laws. The
existence of the world is grounded upon the foundation of
Torah and just as an intentional sinner creates a vortex of
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The “Torah” Table: Enhancing the Pesach Seder (3)
The Mitzvah of Matza. One important point to ponder in
fulfilling the mitzvah of eating matza on the night(s) of Pesach,
is not to “ruin” the mitzvah by trying to be too perfect. For
example, if one takes all the strictest amounts of the volume of
matza to be eaten, and the most stringent time-spans in which
to eat them, he will most likely end up gulping down his matza.
Anyone who learns the Gemara concept of the "019 >N *1’
time-span will understand that Chazal did not institute a
requirement that will cause people to have to abnormally gulp
down food. If one needs to gulp to fulfill his mitzvah, then
either his volume amount is too big, or his time-span is too
short. Also, gulping one’s food in a way that is not ever done,
may be considered NN 7772 NOW - not a normal manner of
eating - which probably is not a fulfillment of the mitzvah of
n¥n 1N, One should ask his Rav how much matza he is
required to eat and how to eat it in a normal no-gulp manner to
clearly fulfill his obligation. It is also relevant to note that the
printed chart universally known as “Rav Moshe’s shiur,” was
an attempt by the Kollel L’Hora’ah (kollel of R’ Moshe
Feinstein ZT’L) to provide an amount that would fulfill all the
strictest opinions. These opinions include: SN 4y ¥ HOPN’
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NOTE: One does not necessarily have to fulfill all of these

sin in the world which requires an act of atonement, an
inadvertent sinner harms himself and the world. One who
places his hand through fire suffers a burn whether he meant
to or not. Thus, he too, must bring a korbon for atonement.
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opinions. In fact, both the Chazon Ish ZT”’L and R’ Avrohom
Chaim Naeh ZT”’L (Ketzos Hashulchan, an authority in the
area of shiurim) write that one does not have to fulfill all these
chumros together. It’s not clear anywhere that R> Moshe argued
on this and it was heard from R’ Dovid Feinstein Shlit’a that
this shiur is a chumra. If one develops an upset stomach from
eating too much matza, or becomes dizzy from all the cups of
wine, or feels heart-burn from the strong and harsh maror, he
may be doing something wrong, and a Rav should be consulted.
Minimizing the Time Lapse. It is advisable when needing to
hand out matza to a number of family members to minimize the
time lapse between the beracha and eating. This can be done by
giving each person a basic amount of measured-out matza
before washing; then after the berachos on the matzos, give
each person a small piece of the top two marzos. The receivers

should not start eating before the giver who said the berachos.

What to Have in Mind. When eating the first matza one

should have in mind the following:

1) To fulfill the mitzvah of eating matza on Pesach night.

2) To remember that Brei Yisroel went out of Egypt so quickly
that there was no time for their dough to become chametz.

3) To remember that they went out with minimal food (matzos)
into a desert - yet still maintained complete faith in Hashem.

4) To fulfill the mirzvah of Simchas Yom Tov (which is with
matza as well as wine. See Rosh in Berachos)
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Sefer HaChinuch (Mitzvah 95) writes:

“The main tendency of the heart is determined by actions. Thus, when a man sins, his heart will not be properly
purified through words alone .... through saying, ‘I sinned, and will never do it again.” But by undertaking a significant
action on account of his sin, by taking animals from his pen, and going through the trouble of bringing them to the
kohen in the sacred House, and performing all the rituals outlined regarding the korbonos of sinners; as a result of all
this immense activity the evil of the sin will be established in his heart, and he will avoid it on later occasions.”

The Mezeritcher Maggid, R’ Dov Ber ZT”’L would say:

“The posuk teaches that person who brings a Korbon Olah, must do so: "n 92 m¥7Y' - of his own (voluntary)
will before Hashem. The word 'n>' denotes ‘height’ or ‘elevation,” teaching us that if a person truly desires to lift
himself up to higher heights and draw near to Hakadosh Boruch Hu, he must sacrifice ‘his own voluntary will’
before the will of Hashem, like Chazal tell us, "87 92 1987 902 - ‘Nullify your will before His will.””

A Wise Man would say:

“The degree of one’s emotion varies inversely with knowledge of the facts; the less you know the hotter you get!”
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The great 1zaddik, R’ Yehoshua Leib Diskin ZT”’L (Mahari’l Diskin) began his rabbinic career at a very young
age. He inherited his father’s rabbinate in the Polish city of Lomza at the age of 25. He later served as a Rabbi in
Mezeritch, Kovno, Shklov, Brisk - where he attained the original title of “Brisker Rav” - and finally the holy city of
Jerusalem after moving there in 5636 (1876).

While serving as Rav in the Lithuanian hub of Kovno, a very unusual incident occurred involving one of the local
residents who had experienced a terrifying dream. His father, who had died the previous year, appeared to him and told
him that due to his sins, the Heavenly Tribunal was unable to allow him to enter into the next world, and as a result he
was forced to come back to this world, reincarnated as a black bull. As of now, continued the apparition of his father in
the dream, he was currently owned by a certain gentile who lived some distance from Kovno. His father begged and
pleaded with his son that the only way that he - the father - can achieve full penance and receive his due reward, was if
his son were to go to the gentile and purchase the bull, adding that the owner would ask eighty ruble for the animal but
that with shrewd bargaining, he would be made to settle for forty.

After buying the animal, the son was to bring it back to Kovno and have it slaughtered by a G-d-fearing shochet in the
presence of the local Rav, R’ Yehoshua Leib Diskin. It was of utmost importance that the Rav was present during the
slaughtering process, in order to answer “Amen’ to the shochet’s blessing. Afterwards, the meat of the now slaughtered
bull was to be distributed among the poor Jews of the town, with the Rav receiving - and making a blessing over - a
respectable piece. Only then would his father’s soul find eternal peace.

Although this dream was repeated over three consecutive nights, the simple man paid no attention to it. His father -
reincarnated as a bull? And he was to purchase it for forty ruble? He could barely scrape together a few coins with which
to feed his family; how was he going to come up with forty ruble to buy a bull, which may or may not be his father? And
on top of that - if it was his father, was he supposed to go now and slaughter his own father?!

A few days later, however, while praying in shul, the man let forth a ear-splitting groan and suddenly collapsed in a
faint. After being revived, he explained that he had seen a terrifying vision of his father who had this time commanded
him to go purchase the bull and have it slaughtered. This was too much and it was time to take it seriously.

The people in the shul accompanied him to R’ Yehoshua Leib’s house, where held a private conversation with the Rav
in which he related the entire dream. The man was impoverished, so R’ Yehoshua Leib asked the people if they would
provide the money for the purchase of the animal, and they readily agreed.

R’ Yehoshua Leib instructed the man to purchase the bull, on condition that its description, price, location and owner
all tallied exactly with the dream. The man took the money, went to the specified town and found the gentile. The gentile
said that he did have a bull which fit the description but that it was extremely wild and dangerous and to approach it was
to endanger one’s life. If he still wanted the bull, it would cost him eighty ruble. The man, following the time-honored
tradition of haggling as his father had instructed, offered forty rubles - and the gentile quickly accepted. The gentile
advised the man to hire several men to transport the dangerous animal but the man declined. To the utter amazement of
the gentile and his friends, the Jew slipped a rope over the bull’s horns and led the now tame animal away.

The bull was brought to Kovno where it was slaughtered by a G-d-fearing shochet in the presence of R’ Yehoshua

Leib. A portion of its meat was given to the Rav while the rest was distributed among the city’s talmidei chachamim.
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517:: At an assembly organized by the Russian government
to discuss various Jewish concerns, one of leaders of the
secularist “enlightenment” movement demanded that the
mitzvah of YN (when the brother of a childless, married
man who dies, refuses to marry the widow) be annulled,
since this mitzvah did not “suit the spirit of the times.”

In response, the Kovna Rov, R’ Tzvi Rabinowitz ZT”’L,
(son of R’ Yitzchok Elchanan Specter ZT”L) head of
the Rabbinic delegation announced, “This topic does not
fall under the jurisdiction of this conference. Go to St.

Petersburg, where they’re having a medical conference!”

The secularist was perplexed. “What does chalitzah have
to do with medical science?”

The rabbi patiently explained, “This mitzvah arises in the
case of a husband who dies without children. If the Russian
doctors can find a way to eliminate death, then we will
have no more need for chalitzah!”

“But there’s no way to eliminate death!” cried the secularist.

“Neither is there a way to eliminate N¥5n! The laws of
the Torah are reality, like the reality of life and death!”
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“Speak to the People,” Moshe was told, “And tell them to
stay close to Hashem - do not be removed from His Torah!”
In March 1969, almost two years after the Six Day war,
Egypt felt bold enough to void the UN-imposed cease-fire
and began shelling parts of Southern Israel, resulting in
many Israeli casualties. Over the next few weeks, fierce
fighting erupted in what was to become known as the
“War of Attrition” (nwnnn mondn). Much of this took
place during the month of Nisan, the month of “Bein
Hazmanim” when yeshivos are out for Pesach “vacation.”

That year, a number of yeshivos, including the Slabodkah
Yeshivah in Bnei Brak, began the new zman (semester) a
few days early. On the first day back, R’ Yechezkel
Abramsky ZT”L, head of the Slabodkah Yeshivah,
explained, “Dear students, you have no idea how much fear
and trepidation I have experienced over the last month! The
entire Nisan 1 sat trembling. Our brothers, our Jewish
soldiers, sit by the Suez Canal as bombs are falling and their
lives are in danger. And the yeshivah students, whose
studies protect our soldiers, have left for vacation! My fear
made it difficult for me to enjoy the Pesach holiday. I was
counting down the days when the students would return to
the yeshivos. B”H, now, the curtain of protection has been
re-established and our soldiers are protected once again.”

“I know that not all students stopped learning,” continued
R’ Yechezkel, “Many yeshivah students set aside time for
Torah study during their vacation. To them I cite the
Talmud Yerushalmi (n-v mo7): ‘If you see that people
have been lax in Torah, stand up and strengthen yourself in
it, and you will receive reward for all of them.” Their Torah
protected our land and its defenders, and they will receive
the reward reserved for all the great Torah scholars!”
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A person is required to serve Hashem with happiness, as
it says: (3-p ©9NN) "NV "N NN YTAY" - “Serve Hashem
with joy.” However, when a sinner brings a korbon to
atone for his sins, he does so with a broken heart, amidst
genuine tears of sorrow and pain. If so, how can he be
serving Hashem with joy when his heart is broken?

To the court of the holy Chozeh of Lublin, R’ Yaakov
Yitzchok Hurvitz ZT”’L, an unknown guest once arrived
before Shabbos and immediately the Rebbe honored him
with leading the Kabbolas Shabbos tefillos. This raised
some eyebrows among the chassidim but the man accepted
and proceeded to lead the congregation in one of the most
beautiful and soul-stirring renditions they had ever heard.
The man sang exquisite melodies and the sweetness of his
voice was almost too good to be true. All Shabbos, he was
repeatedly asked to sing songs which he did in a most
melodious voice but when Shabbos concluded, the man
suddenly felt faint - and passed away!

When the holy Chozeh was informed about the man, he
revealed to his chassidim that this man was a NIw) SN -
reincarnated soul,of a Leviwho sang in the Bais Hamikdash
thousands of years ago. The custom was that when a sinner
would come to offer a korbon, the Leviim would sing sad
and soulful songs to put the man’s mind in a state of
repentance. Once that was done, they would quickly switch
to happy, joyous songs to gladden the man’s heart, so as to
bring his korbon happily and serve Hashem with joy. This
Levi had once sang a sad song for a bit too long, causing the
sinner who had arrived to go into a state of despair from
which he never emerged. As a result, he was punished that
his soul would have to come back and await the moment
when he could use his melodic talents to bring joy to people.
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As we delve into the beauty and depth of sacrifices in Sefer Vayikrah, there are so many lessons to be learned from the
intricate laws involved. One such idea can be derived from the fact that many different types of wood were used to burn
the korbonos, except olive wood and wood from a grape vine. The reason is that oil and wine were used on the mizbeach.
Since these items were used for kedushah, therefore, their “parents” - the trees or vines where they came from - were
protected, not chopped up, burnt or destroyed! This comes to teach us how great is the koach children have to safeguard
and protect parents with their good deeds! We are all quite familiar with the concept of “Zechus Avos”; well, this is
exactly the opposite! The merits and good deeds of children protect and help parents in life - and even beyond!

Parents always want the best for their children. We not only want our children to have the best, but that they “BE” the
best and surpass us in their deeds. For this reason we bless a newlywed couple with "1931 >25y2 1951 »23y". The blessing on
grapes is "\yn »a XM2". When you squeeze grapes, wine comes out. The beracha on wine is ")251 9 XNM2", a greater and
more important blessing. We, too, bless each chosson and kallah that their fruit be greater than their parents, becoming a
safeguard and protection for their elders as a result of their elevated character and beautiful deeds. May we internalize
this message from korbonos; as parents daven that our children rise above us; as children realize what a great impact we
have on our parents through our good deeds. What a great way to repay them for all they have done for us!




