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Weren't some of the sons of Yaakov not blessed, such as Reuven,
| Shimon and Levi? In fact, one was punished by having his birthright
.| stripped from him and the other two were admonished, "Cursed is their

| wrath .... I'will divide them....I will disperse them..."!

Rabbi Levi Ben Gershom ZT"L, the Ralbag, answers based on a

beautiful principle. The loss of the birthright by someone who does not
| deserve it is, in actuality, a berachah, a great gift. What purpose is there
| in assuming a position or responsibility for which one is unequipped and
| hence doomed to failure? Furthermore, it is truly a blessing when one

- | points out to another his faults, for Yaakov to admonish Reuven for his
| inappropriate rashness. The latter now knows on which qualities he needs
| to work and in what areas he needs to improve. Similarly, it was indeed a
| berachah when Yaakov informed Shimon and Levi of their improper

| zealousness and when he separated them so that too many overly zealous
- | people would not live in the same vicinity and cause destruction.
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R' Moshe Sofer ZT"L (Chasam Sofer) would say:
"NINN 292 270 W - May they multiply abundantly like fish within
| the land. The entire existence of Bnei Yisroel is as extraordinary and
| unnatural as fish living within the land!"

| R" Shloime Gantzfried ZT"L would say:

v "Hashem tested Y osef with poverty and with wealth. Which was the
greater test? Wealth, because a poor person or a slave, will by nature be
| humble, and therefore he is less likely to rebel against G-d."

R' Naftali of Ropshitz ZT"L would say:

- } "I can assure you that the Yetzer Horah won't pursue you - if you don't

pursue it!"
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Thus, Shlomo Hamelech testifies to the fact that you are ill, and I am
therefore fulfilling the mitzvah of visiting the sick."

The wealthy man laughed and said, "If you really want to fulfill the
mitzvah in the truest sense of the word, you would be in a hospital. You
would not have come here to visit me only in the sense of involved,
complex extrapolation." The rabbi answered, "I will reveal to you the
reason why I want to fulfill this mitzvah here only if you first make a
pledge to contribute to the cause for which I am collecting." The wealthy
man finally consented out of curiosity. The rabbi explained, "Surely you
are aware of chazal's comment that Yaakov was deathly ill, and only
when Yosef arrived does the posuk say, 'Yisrael strengthened himself and
sat up on the bed.' Why did he receive additional strength once Yosef
came to see him? Because one who visits a sick patient removes one-
sixtieth of the illness. And so, I prefer to visit you, whose illness is money
- for I’d rather come and take with me one-sixtieth of your illness....... "
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This posuk implies that the fact that Menashe was the firstborn was the
reason that Yaakov crossed his hands and placed his right hand on
Ephraim's head. In reality, however, the fact that Menashe was the
firstborn was a reason why Yaakov should not have crossed his hands.
The Chizkuni says that because Menashe was the first-born, Yaakov
switched his hands, so that Menashe would at least be on Yaakov's right
side when receiving his blessing. Had Menashe not been the first-born,
Yaakov would not have switched his hands, but would have switched his
grandsons' positions. In this vein the K'hilas Yitzchok, in the name of
Rabbi Ben Zion of Shkud ZT"L says that although Efraim received his
blessing through the right hand of Yaakov, Efraim must remember that he
was on the left side. This reminder was instilled by Hashem by giving the
descendants of Efraim the nature to pronounce a "shin", as a "sin" should
be pronounced (-2 ©vow). The difference between a 7w and a 7w is
where the dot is located. A dot to the right indicates a "shin", and one to
the left a "sin." Efraim pronounced both as a "sin," where the dot is to the
left, a powerful reminder that their tribe's ancestor stood to the left of
Yaakov when receiving his blessing.
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A fire once broke out in a certain city, destroying all the homes and
leaving the residents without a roof over their heads. In search of help,
the local rabbi traveled from one community to another beseeching the
Jews of each locale to show compassion and help their fellow Jews in
need. In one city where he visited, the rabbi approached a beautiful shop
which sold extravagant, gold jewelry. The owner of the shop greeted him
with a warm smile. "I see that you are not from around here," he said to
the rabbi. "How did you know?" asked the rabbi. "Because if you were
from this city you would have known already that I do not give a penny
to charity!" answered the miserly store-owner.

"Let us change places," suggested the rabbi. "Instead of you fulfilling

| the mitzvah of helping others, I will do it, instead, by virtue of the fact

that I am visiting the sick." The wealthy man didn't understand. "Who is
the ill patient which the rabbi is visiting?" Answered the rabbi, "You are
the sick one. As King Shlomo, the wisest of all men, wrote, '7) here is an
evil disease which I have seen under the sun: wealth kept with its master

| for his own detriment’ (Kohelet 5:12). If the Almighty blessed you with

wealth, and yet you boast about your unwillingness to share it with the
underprivileged, there is no doubt, then, that your wealth is being kept
with you for your own detriment. Eventually, you will have to account

for the fact that you did not take proper advantage of your resources.
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