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A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Relevant Psakim and Halachos of Chag HaPesach (1)
With Pesach arriving soon we should discuss a halachic concept
relevant to the Pesach mitzvos, and really to every time a person
eats or drinks, regarding beracha achrona - the after-blessing.
The Mitzvah Time-Span. When Hashem gave the written
Torah to Moshe, he also added many verbal details, known as
Torah Shebal Peh, or Halacha L’Moshe M’Sinai. One was that
whenever there is a mitzvah, or punishable sin of eating, it must
be done within a specific time-span to be considered eating.
Otherwise it is considered only nibbling, and the mitzvah has not
been fulfilled; the sin not punishable. This time-span is known
as "p19 NN ¥75" which means that one has to eat a k’zayis
[volume of olive] in the time that it takes to eat half of a biblical
loaf. This, according to some approximations, is the time it takes
to eat 6-8 times a k’zayis. It is clear from this that no speedy
gulping is necessary to fulfill the mitzvah. In minutes, there have
been many estimations made. I heard from R’ Chaim Stein z£’’,
that a common custom in Europe was to assume four minutes as
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for bentching and beracha achrona. When starting a bread meal,
one should always be careful to eat a k’zayis in a four-minute
span during the meal, and when starting any other meal or snack,
to have that amount for beracha achrona. The same thing applies
when doing the mitzvos of matza, maror, korech and afikomen on
the first two nights of Pesach.

Volumes of K’zayis in Qunces. There are 2 opinions (1) whether
the biblical olive [zayis] is half an egg or approx. 1/3 of an egg
size. There is also a question if our commonly used large eggs are
the same as the old sized eggs, or as much as half smaller. The
psak of the Biur Halacha () is to use a larger amount for the
k’zayis of matza, and a smaller amount for the maror and korech.
This also applies to the afikomen (3. A large egg is 2 ounces in
volume which serves as the way to measure the size of half an egg.
In Practice. For the first k’zayis of matza, take the size of an
average hand with the thumb and fingers, one half from the top
matza and the other half from the middle matza. For korech and
dfikomen take the size of the palm of the hand. The publicized

the time-span. This was for mirzvos, and for the k’zayis time-span _ chartsnclude chumros and the above is without chumros.
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"N Nmaw 8O -y’ - The pwen mn oox of @ v b needs nann. The Gemara says there seems {0 be a npno in oo on

how the wen mn 250 were placed on the hand for the nann. In the aoponN, »x explains: 3 o> participated in the process. The first y1o brings

the pwn mn 250 from the o»nawvN 11 with the 250 on top of the P mn. He then tums it over and gives it to a 2nd 05 who does the nann.

So now, during the nown the 25n is on the bottom. Afterwards, he gives it to a 3rd 0> while tuming it over again, so now the a5n is on the top

again. The Gemara says the s are teaching us that 3 o3n> are used for this process because of 1o M0 oy 1M1

The o »n [N Y57] brings the following 2 Gemaras: The Mishna [:25 0] says: on 7" we blow the wiT mypn by (wpmn »wn) qom
but when 55n is said (mynaw Mmoo noa) it is recited by (NP wxaN) Tnw. The Gemara asks: If vow nwpn is done by qow because
that's when there are more people in attendance, thus we fulfill oy av13, then why do we recite 551 by manw and not wait until qowa for the same
reason? The Gemara says that 19w nypn should also be done by mnw because prTion yvi supersedes oy 212 but because of a nw it
is done by qow. The Gemara [:1o0 ©noa] says regarding the nba Y17 that a y1o must do the o1 nbap and he would pass the 95 to another
2 and he to another, like an assembly line, till the last y1> who received the mw %55 with the o7 would be near the naw and he would do the
. The Gemara explains the reason for this was to involve as many o> as possible to fuffill 150 10 oy ana.

The o »n says [ "ol from the Gemara in " that says that 550 is recited by m»nw we see clearly a general rule that y» overrides the
din of oy 2712. Therefore, one should try to daven 2w as soon as possible after o231 1y even if a later an will be larger. Also, [ 7o)
from the Gemara regarding noa y27p we see that one should try to perform a mxn with @ nman whenever and wherever possible. From our
Gemara of nown where three on> are used, we see that three people is enough to be considered a geder of by a2

The ¥ ['an NN SaYSs: "DN) DY) DY12N NINWD Y8112 NOX NN Dy o712 pN'. The N says we wait for v s only if it is before 10
days into the month; otherwise we don't wait. The n5bn 9w0a says Xy maitis amwa to be mmrva naadn wpn and certainly a panis not 10w but
n>nnob we try to be oy 212 o»pn. If one will have a pan later on, he should try to wait, as long as it is within the 10 days. (v, as this seems to
say that oy 2172 is more important than P70 s which is not like the Gemara in ) Furthermore, based on the oy »n, if one has 3 people

now, he need not wait for a later date to have ten. "N TN N’j, PN 3 @) N 1)
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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

Chortkover Rebbe, R’ Duvid Moshe Friedman z¢”I would say:

“OMON NN DN NI NTY 93 NN WD SN - Moshe Rabbeinu gathered together the entire Congregation of Bnei
Yisroel and said to them: ‘These are the things which Hashem has commanded you to do.” Every Jew approaches a
mitzvah with his own thoughts and intentions, according to his intellect and understanding. Yet, the physical
performance of the mitzvah is carried out in the same manner by all. Moshe was able to assemble all the Jews in true
unity because the performance of mitzvos is common to all Jews, irrespective of other differences.”

A Wise Man would say: “Information feeds the mind, knowledge fuels the will, and wisdom fulfills the soul.”
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The Mishkan was built not through grand miracles, but through countless small, sincere acts - a donation here, a stitch
there, each person offering whatever they could. Rashi explains that the Mishkan was built specifically from those whose
hearts moved them, emphasizing that the value lay not in the size of the gift but in the sincerity behind it. When a person
contributes with purity of heart, even the most ordinary action becomes part of a divine tapestry. Sometimes the smallest
gesture, the quietest step, or the most unassuming decision becomes the precise piece that completes Hashem’s plan,
revealing how deeply He weaves our efforts into outcomes far beyond what we could ever orchestrate ourselves.

When R’ Mordechai Goldman z#”’, Rebbe of Zvihl, prepared to marry off his daughter, he found himself facing a
daunting obstacle. The wedding expenses amounted to twenty-six thousand dollars, a staggering sum in those days, far
beyond anything he had at hand. His Rebbetzin, ever practical, suggested he approach the yeshivah where he had once been a
rebbi and request a list of overseas donors. Perhaps, she reasoned, one of them would extend a helping hand.

The next morning, with quiet resolve, R* Mordechai walked into the yeshivah office. He explained his situation to the man
behind the desk and asked for the names and addresses of benefactors abroad. The man nodded, rifled through a drawer, and
handed him a list. What R” Mordechai did not know, and what the man in the office did not bother to mention, was that this
was an old, outdated list. These were not the active supporters who currently sustained the yeshivah. These were men who
had long since stopped donating, many of them having fallen on hard times.

Later, when someone hinted to the office secretary that perhaps he had acted improperly, he shrugged and said, “If he trusts
in donors,” he said, “let him trust in Hashem alone. My duty was simply to give him a list - and that is what I did.”

R’ Mordechai, for his part, harbored no resentment. He believed deeply that human effort was merely the vessel; the
blessing came from Above. So he sat down and wrote a simple, heartfelt letter to the first name on the list - a gentleman living
abroad. “I learn Torah in a yeshivah,” he wrote. T have married off my daughter and do not have a penny for the dowry. I
need twenty-six thousand dollars. If your honor can help me out with a donation, Hashem will bless you with bounty.”

Weeks passed. Then, one afternoon, an envelope arrived at his home. Inside was a check. Not for a token amount, not for a
partial contribution, but for the exact sum he had written: twenty-six thousand dollars. Overwhelmed with gratitude, R’
Mordechai hurried back to the yeshivah office to thank the secretary. When the man heard the amount, he nearly fell off his
chair. “T gave you the list of bankrupts!” he exclaimed. “These men haven’t donated in years.” Astonished, he immediately
contacted the gentleman who had sent the money, hoping to understand what had prompted such an unexpected gift.

The man’s voice on the telephone was heavy with emotion. When the secretary asked if he had lost his fortune, the man
replied, “Yes, it is true,” he said. “I am bankrupt. I have not recovered financially, and I have not been able to give Tzedakah
for a long time. The money I sent that rabbi was not mine to give. It was my daughter’s savings.”

He paused before continuing. “My daughter became ill after her engagement, and her condition worsened. In my distress, |
consulted the Gaon, R’ Moshe Feinstein z¢”I. He told me that if my daughter had savings, I should give all of it to charity and
preferably to help a bride - Hachnosas Kallah - so that a wedding might be made in place of the wedding she could not have.”

“When I received R’ Mordechai’s letter,” the man on the phone continued, “I saw that the amount he requested was
exactly the amount my daughter had saved. Twenty-six thousand dollars - to the penny! I sent it immediately. And now ...
now my daughter’s condition has begun to improve. Day by day, she grows stronger. Hopefully, one day, we will walk her

down to the chuppah in health, joy and celebration!” A mistaken gesture, a father’s heartbreak, and a Rebbe’s unwavering |\
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R’ Gavriel Zev Margolis zt”’l asks two obvious questions on this posuk. First of all, the word "~an" is seemingly

"C, repeated. Also, why does the posuk begin with "nwxy vwN' and then close with "o »1"? He answers with a lesson in

chinuch. True, the adults had the idea and desire to donate towards the building of the yown. But they also wanted their

A4 children to have a share in the construction, to have a connection; thereby getting them used to being involved in My DI,

Thus, they sent in donations with the younger generation. As the posuk in Mishlei says, "nynn o> N7 PP ) 03 .0 Ton". By

& starting them off at a young age on the correct path, then when they get older they’ll retain the love and passion for 'n nmay.
¥ | As the posuk says, "nWN1 N - the parents wanted to bring the N2, but /’maaseh "N 2 027" - the next W7 delivered it.

In Parshas Pekudei ()0 ,09) the posuk says, "nwn OnX 71" Rashi quotes a Chazal: nwyna nyow nIvny X1 % ,0nd MmN’
"o>. Sefer Chasidim asks why was it required to bentch them? Hashem had already promised them "Doma mowy".
R’ Shmuel Dovid Walkin z#”’l answers that we find in Shas (Shabbos 32b) that one’s offspring could be referred to as

"C, 027 >wyn. He explains: Granted, Klal Yisroel was promised 022 >nden but that was only for that generation. Moshe

therefore blessed the yidden, "0 nwyn1a Nyow NWnY" - the N512 should extend even to the future doros. And what better

%] way to be zoche to that beracha, than by actively involving the children? With the passing of our Matriarch, Babbi Chani

Kofman a”h, last Shabbos, Klal Yisroel lost a pillar of chessed, who, along with her illustrious husband (29h nawnn bya)

A ingrained in their progeny these lofty ideals of Tom np Ty and in turn, we must continue the mesorah, and pass these traits on
of | to the future generations. May we all be zoche to internalize this lesson and see much nachas from all our YT nwyN.

would gladly give a large part of it to the Mirrer Yeshivah to
build Torah. Since Hashem knows the absolute truth of my
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"G Yom: Once, while taking a walk through the bustling streets
,“ of Flatbush, R’ Avigdor Miller z#”l, strolled past the

imposing, magnificent structure of the Mirrer Yeshivah.

2 Gazing up at the impressive structure, he turned to the

talmidim accompanying him and casually remarked, “You

| know, this is the Miller Mirrer building.”

The “Miller” building? His followers were taken aback.

'| They knew Rav Miller lived a life of deep simplicity and

frugality; they had no idea he possessed the immense wealth

¢ ’ required to dedicate such a monumental Torah center, let
4% alone that he had contributed to its funding.

Seeing their bewilderment, Rav Miller smiled and

= 28 explained his profound perspective: “If Hashem would grant

me five million dollars, I know with absolute certainty that I

intentions, He considers it in Heaven exactly as if I myself
sponsored this building.”

%wn3: When Moshe gathered the entire Jewish nation to
collect materials for the Mishkan, the Torah repeatedly
emphasizes a specific trait: “nediv libo” and “nadva rucho,”
describing one whose heart and spirit motivated him. This
teaches us that the Mishkan wasn’t built merely from physical
gold, silver, and copper; rather, it was constructed out of the
pure desire to give. Even when someone lacks the physical
funds, they can still possess this profound willingness of
heart. To Hashem, that sincere, heartfelt desire is the ultimate
contribution. When a person genuinely yearns to perform a
mitzvah but is held back by circumstances, in the heavens it is
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credited as if he had performed the deed.
2N

The posuk warns against allowing the choshen to become disconnected from the ephod. The significance of this

o _ | prohibition can be derived from what it says about the choshen earlier in Parshas Tetzaveh that Aharon Hakohen shall carry

trust, caused a chain of hashgacha to unfold, which brought healing to one home and joy to another. (Chashukei Chemed)
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Yechezkel HaNavi describes the various sacrifices that
will be offered during the seven-day inauguration ceremony
of the third Bais HaMikdash, and the Korban which is
brought on Rosh Chodesh Nissan. Many important events
have taken place in the month of Nisan; notably, the
redemption of the Jews from Egypt, the Mishkan was first
assembled on Rosh Chodesh Nisan, and the Mizbeach was
inaugurated into service during the first 12 days of Nisan.

The first mitzvah commanded to the Jewish people was to
base the Jewish calendar on the phases of the moon, yet also
make it consistent with the solar seasons. This complicated
calendar must constantly be edited and revised to
accommodate all the seemingly minor discrepancies. Why

must we make things so complicated?

R’ Menachem Mendel Schneerson z¢’l (Lubavitcher
Rebbe) explains how the Seforno (Bereshis 1:1) details that
time was the first creation in the world, thus, the sanctification
of time is of sacred value to the Jewish people. Jewish time is

based on the moon with monthly rises and falls, and minor |

solar adjustments. Like the moon, Jews have times of spiritual
ascent and spiritual decline, however, one might need to utilize
a dash of the sun’s continuity to remain on course. Life can be
creative with perpetual self-revitalization; however, it must
remain grounded in unequivocal truths, faithfulness and
consistency. It is no simple task to merge the two calendars, but
Jews aren’t afraid of working hard to achieve perfection.

*| the names of Bnei Yisroel engraved on the stones of the choshen upon his heart wnpn 98 w113, Our posuk is telling us that
.| Aharon may never remove the choshen from its designated place, but must always carry the names of the Jewish people
5 | upon his heart. This is not just a technical requirement, but a moral imperative for the Kohen Gadol to keep the needs of his
AR ewish brothers close to heart as he entered before Hashem.

Now, at Matan Torah Bnei Yisroel were told: wyTp » %12 N3201 % »nn onX - that all of Klal Yisroel are considered

»“ Kohanim. Thus, although our posuk was stated with regard to the Kohen Gadol, as a mamleches kohanim, we too are

obligated to carry acheinu bnei Yisroel on our hearts and keep them in mind in our fefillos and throughout the day. It is not

”ﬁ\ %] just the learning and fervent tefillos themselves for our brothers and sisters onw o1 991 that “poel ois, ” but the feeling of
g% | solidarity they engender between us.

It is only through such achdus with our fellow yidden that we will be zocheh to the ultimate yeshuah, as Esther told

% | Mordechai, "omimn 95 NN o5 79" - do you want a yeshuah? Gather all the yidden together in achdus and daven for each
"' *| other! That is the true eitzah neged the kingdom of Iran/Persia. For in Hebrew, Persia is called "p19" which means “a broken
,“ "‘,\,{ piece.” Thus, the way to fight Paras is by showing them a united front, that we are complete and whole, TN 252 TNN ¥NO.
S | And just as this was true bayamim haheim, so is it true bazman hazeh. Indeed, the roshei teivos of TIAND yH WNN MY N
X:5| spell meiHashem, from Hashem - for it is when we keep acheinu bnei Yisroel on our hearts, that we will be zoche to the

yeshuah from Hashem, and ultimately the geulah shleimah, bimeheira biyameinu amen!




