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Aharon and Miriam, Moshe Rabbeinu's brother and sister, were censured for
speaking out against their brother, mistakenly believing that he had erred. Rashi
implies that Hashem rebuked them in a gentle manner - 1337 N) Wowr -
"Please listen to my words" - for if His words had been expressed in an angry
manner, Aharon and Miriam would not have accepted His admonishment.
Aharon and Miriam, two of the most righteous people in our history, were
always eager to obey Hashem's every command. Would they really have been
unaccepting of reproach if He hadn't used the gentle word "please"?

R' Henach Leibowitz Shlit"a derives an important lesson from here.
Aharon and Miriam would definitely not have hesitated to fulfill Hashem's
command. Even so, Hashem, in His infinite knowledge of human behavior
realized that His rebuke would lose some slight bit of effectiveness if it was not
given in a soft and imploring manner. Harsh censure only serves to trigger
defense mechanisms, which result in rationalizations, excuses and sometimes
even harsher retorts. Hashem's purpose in reproaching Moshe's siblings, and
indeed, the purpose for the mitzvah of giving nnon - Rebuke, is all about the
recipient listening, accepting reproof and correcting his ways. The word my» -
"please"”, is an eternal reminder that we should follow Hashem's example and
correct our fellow man with love and gentleness, for this alone will penetrate
and be accepted in his heart. If the King of all Kings addressed His servants in
this manner, how much more so should we speak gently to our fellow man.
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R' Dov Ber of Mezeritch ZT"L (Mezeritcher Maggid) would say:

"The word nqxisn - trumpets, can also form the words myy ssn - Half a
being. Moshe was so holy that he was considered half-human and half-angel.
Thus, he was commanded to make two myqxy3n. to teach us that for a person to
be truly wholesome, he must incorporate both aspects into his entire being."

R' Moshe of Kobrin ZT"L would say:
"A day in which one fails to help a fellow Jew lacks the substance of a day!"

A Wise Man would say:

"Worry less and accomplish more and don't concern yourself with things you
can't do anything about. Armchair generals don't win battles, but they do have
nervous breakdowns!"

THIS ISSUE DEDICATED WITH HEARTFELT THANKS FOR THE SIMCHOS WE
HAVE BEEN BLESSED WITH. MOSHE & SARAH BERGER, CLEVELAND, OHIO
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with the Rebbe. The shamash told him that the Rebbe was in the middle of
judging a halachic question concerning a chicken. When he finished, the
audience could be arranged. The chasid waited outside. Soon, he overheard the
Rebbe speaking. "What a shame, little chicken. You had it so good in your
owner's coop. You were fed hearty food, tasty millet seeds and crumbs.
However, you were greedy for more, so you wandered outside in search of
stray food, nibbling on anything you found. What came of your efforts? You
swallowed this needle and it pierced your stomach. Now I am obligated to
declare you treif - unfit to be eaten."

The chasid listened to his Rebbe's words and was stunned. This was no
coincidence. The chasid realized that R' Levi Yitzchok's words contained a
lesson for himself as well. He stood up. "I no longer need to take the Rebbe's
time," he told the attendant. "I already have my answer."
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Moshe Rabbeinu was the most modest, most humble man on the face of the
earth. The question is asked: How was Moshe able to maintain this extreme
level of modesty? After all, nobody else in the history of the world ever spoke
to Hashem - no 9x ne - mouth to mouth (face to face) - the way Moshe did. He
surely recognized that many of the miracles that were done for Brei Yisroel
were on his own behalf. Is it possible for a mortal human being to maintain
such a close relationship with the Almighty G-d and yet keep his feet firmly
planted on the ground, embodying a manner of humble and modest effect?
Answers R' Eliezer Friedman Shlit"a, that when a baby is born, he needs
everything to be done for him. To be fed, clothed, bathed and looked after,
these are the demands that a baby; later on a child, and then a young man,
places on his parents. And although his parents look after his every need with
love, the child does feel a measure of self-centeredness as a result of his every
necessity being taken care of. Whether intentional or not, consciously or sub-
consciously, a normal child believes that he is the center of his world and this
childish arrogance becomes a part of his mentality. Moshe Rabbeinu, however,
did not grow up with this mentality. From soon after he was born, and all
throughout his upbringing, his parents were not there to dote on him and see to
his every whim. He was sent off in a small basket and that impression was
what stayed with him. There was nothing self-centered about his childhood and
only Hashem's Shechina was what stayed with him constantly. This holiness
was what shaped Moshe into the humblest person in the world for unlike every
other person who grew up with a streak of arrogance, Moshe never did.
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There was once a chassidishe man who possessed a unique skill which was
eagerly sought after by lumber merchants. He was able to assess the worth of
forest trees after a cursory examination. His talent was valued highly, since a
lumber merchant often had to decide very quickly whether or not to purchase a
forest. He lived a comfortable life in a large city with a vibrant Jewish
community and was well-respected throughout the city, not just for the amount
of charity that he gave, but also for his sincere devotion to Avodas Hashem.

Once, a wealthy lumber merchant attempted to hire this chasid, offering him
a handsome salary. "Where is your business located?" asked the chasid.

"In a town near the forest-filled districts of Siberia," was the reply

"But that town is far-removed from any Jewish community. How will I
educate my children?" asked the chasid. "That is no problem. You may hire a
teacher for them at my expense," was the merchant's reply.

"Well and good, but as you know, I am a chasid and require a mikva to
immerse in very morning and a minyan to daven with." The merchant agreed. "I
will build a mikva for you on the premises. As for a minyan, 1 have eight Jewish
men working for me there. You and your children's teacher will make ten."

The chasid was impressed but still unsure. "I would like to consult with my
Rebbe before making any kind of commitment. I will give you an answer in a
few days."

The chasid immediately set out to visit his Rebbe, R' Levi Yitzchok of
Berditchev ZT"L. When he arrived in Berditchev he requested an audience
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