
t  h"arvru, lsnknu ltpur wv hbt hf uyuap hpku - lhkg ohat tk
vz rcs] kft, kt ostk rnutv vzv tpurf 'ovn kmb, ignk ,umnu
/lrak hv, ,utpr (wj wd hkan) rnut tuv ifu [vz hkuj hshk lthch ip
runak hsf ub,hb ,uumnvu vru,v kfa 'tuv h"ar hrcsc yuapv icunv
ostk lrs vrunv thv vru,v /okugc ibaha ,ukjnv kfn ostv ,t
 /,uumnvu vru,v ,rhna hsh kg er ubhhvu 'vkuj ,uhvk tk rvzhvk lht

runahu vkjh tka ,utrk ohnjr ostvn aecn w,h trucv kufhcf    
aecn 'ostv ,t tphra rjt tpura unf 'uhkg vuhma ohrcsv ,t
vru,v ,t rnua ubhta ost - lfu 'ibymh cuau .ujc ccu,xh tka ubnn
ohhkgb tkk lkuvv ost unfu ',gsk unmg sctnf uvhrv ,uumnvu

 /oa ibymh htsua ouenc ut 'ugmphh uhkdr htsuuca ouenc uhkdrk
vbuatrc lkh tka 'u"j vkjb ost ratfa 'sunkk ubk ah ;xubc    
kfa 'thsvk itf rtucn hrva ',utuprc vkhj,c euxgh tku 'ohtpurk
lhrm lfku ',uumnvu vru,v ,t ohnhhen ihta ,njn ,utc ,ukjnv
u,utc odp iput vzhtc ,gsk 'vkuj tuv uca rctc ibuc,vk ost

'g"k ck ,kjn uhkg vtca ost :tndusk /vz odp ie,k sucgku rct
vkuj ot ifu '"ofcck hrjt uru,, tku" kg rcg tk ot eusck lhrm
- ujunc otu '"ofhbhg hrjt"c odp tk ot apjhu eusch 'uhbhgc tuv
'ujunca vnabc odp vzcu ',ucuy tk ,ucajn caj tk ot eusch
runak g"g ost kceh 'ifk /ostv hauj kfcu shd kfc 'rct kfc ifu

 /shn ube,k vtrh odpa rcs kfu ',unhkav ,hkf,c vru,v ,t
tvh tkt 'uz vkjn kchea kg ruca ,uhvk ostk uk kt 'tkhnn     
,hatr apjhu 'vz rchtc ,ukjk uk orda vza 'odpa vn kg ruca
ka lkvnc ,uhjk lhanh tku /ie,k uhkg vn gsha hsf tyj vnc
tkt 'sckc ,utuprcu ohtpurk vfhkvc ep,xvk ubhhv 'ohbp r,xv
- lf vagh otu 'rcga ,urhcgv iva 'u,kjn arua ,t ie,k vtrh
h"g v,hv tkf vkjnv okgh, '"ltpur wv hbt hf" trucv uk jhycn
jhurh - vcvtn vcua,v vagh sug otu 'uaruac tyjv ,t ie,ha
,ukjnk eeszb tka w,h trucv ubrzgh /,uhufzk uh,ubuug ufpv,ha

/ohcuy ohagnu vcua, lu,n shn, vhjb tkt 'w,h uhkt cuak hsfc

         ,ca ,urb ,eksv5:02 - 
     9:00 - t"nqgna ,thre inz
       t"rdvqgna ,thre inz  9:36 -
     vkhp, inz ;ux qt"rdv 10:27 -
   5:21 - ,cav ouh ka vnjv ,ghea
 6:11 - chrgn qohcfufv ,tm e"amun

o, ubhcr ,yhak q ohcfufv ,tm - 6:33

i    ka kanv osevc 'znr lrsc arpk ay"agcv,ughbnv ihhbgc 
wc tcuv) wv ,sucgcu vru,v kngc 'grv urmh h"g ostk ahavbjn kds

ohrptkan" :(rh,xt r,xv hfbtuw euxpv kgu 'wtuc, hfw ,rypv kg 'w
ohbhg ,zhjt h"g 'tua ,unuj uchcx unmgk vaga osu rac lknk
ovk vnsb ost kfk hf 'uhkt cre,vk ost oua kfuh tka hsf 'vnusfu
lknk vnumg vcvt uckc whva sjt ost oa whvu 'ann ,unuj ova
lu,nu 'vnujv kg unmg ejsu 'u,utrk uhkt cre,vk sutn eaj,vu
,unuj ,ntca uk gsuu,b ztu 'lknk cure tuva vtr vnujc uejus
,uehxpna ,unujf uk ,utrb 'ostk uk aha ,ughbnv if unf 'vnv tua
r"vmhva ubhhvu /"tua ,unuj ov ,ntc kct 'ohnaca uhct ihck ubhc
ihtau 'uvakf dubg,c iurxj og ,uhjk kduxn ubhta cuajk ostk orud
iuhns kfv ,ntc kct 'hutrf wv ,t sucgku vru,c kungk u,kufhc

/,ntc vghbn itf vhv tka vtrh urmh kg ostv rcd,n otu 'tnkgc
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unmg ,t iyav vag 'wvshegwv kt lkv ovrctafa 'ubhmn ifu   
egzu 'kfha ifhv sg ufu,c ovrct xbfbafu 'rucgk rapt hta rvbf
'oukf itf vhv tka rrc,vu 'vghbnv kyc,v shn 'wapb sg ohn utcw
vagbu lkv" [trhu] tnujb, arsnc t,htsfu 'tnkgc iuhns kfvu
rnt 'uhfrc sg ughdvu ohnv lu,k ovrct srh shn 'kusd rvb ovhbpk
ohnv ghdv rvbv hmj sg ghdva iuhf 'uhrjt usrh 'hrjt utuc uhrgbk
sg ohn utc :rnt ohnak uhbhg ovrct vk, vga v,utc 'urtum sg

/"wufu vachc usngu rvbv achu iyac v"cev rgd shn wufu apb
wohrmn shn ktrah ,t tuvv ouhc wv gauhuw 'euxpv rtc,h v,gnu    
'[wgrv ,ujufw kg ohznur wohrmnw] grv rmhv in kmhb hsuvhvaf ubhhv
ktrah trhuw zt 'wv ,sucgk ufrsc ohcufhgu ,ughbn usdbf ohrgva
',hann vghbn itf vhv tka vtur tuv zt ubhhv 'wudu ,n ohrmn ,t

/(wvbunt hrcswc wg) [wkycw ubhhv w,nw] ohkyc ohrcsu iuhns kfv tkt

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    mmmmiiiidddd    zzzzttttyyyy    llllrrrr    zzzznnnn    mmmmiiiixxxxvvvvnnnn    zzzz`̀̀̀    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    ̀̀̀̀ xxxxiiiieeee    mmmmiiiixxxxvvvvnnnn    cccciiiinnnn    llll`̀̀̀xxxxyyyyiiii    zzzz`̀̀̀    ̀̀̀̀ eeeedddddddd    mmmmeeeeiiiiaaaa    ''''dddd    rrrryyyyeeeeiiiieeee((((llll----cccciiii))))

zexxerzd ixace miig igwl
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axd z`n mely `"hily lxrt
iwqalyew v"xbd zaiyia p"ep
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   On Tu B’Shvat, one should ponder the incredible and unlimited

kindness of Hashem and the fact that He is constantly providing us
with so many species of luscious and nutritious fruit. The berachah

that acknowledges all the sunlight, rain, wind, soil growth, etc., is
what actually activates all these gifts from Heaven, so that they
continuously reoccur time after time. One should exert himself daily
to recite these berachos with proper concentration and an
overwhelming feeling of gratitude.

v"g vnka ovrct wr ,c kjr tahr u,hgru k"z whcuy wr ic r,kt ktuna ;xuh ovrct wr ,nab hukhgk 

uk h,trcu grv rmh h,trc
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llllyyyynnnnpppp: The nations of the world are arrogant and assume

that they can take advantage of the Jewish People since

they are small and a nation of few. But when Hakadosh

Boruch Hu decides that the time has come to show His

       
       A SERIES IN HALACHAH
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Halachos Pertaining to Tu B’Shvat

Tu B’Shvat: Nature of the Day. Tu B’Shvat (15th day of

Shvat) is the New Year for trees in the sense that they begin to

grow anew from this day on, due to the nourishment that they

receive from the ground. It is not, as many people think, the
“Day of Judgment” for trees since that auspicious event takes

place on Shavuos (1). Nevertheless, there is a widespread

minhag to daven on this day for a beautiful esrog for the

following Sukkos, (2) and although one is not allowed to ask for

private requests on Shabbos, one is permitted to daven for a

beautiful esrog on Tu B’Shvat even when it falls out on

Shabbos. This is because the prohibition against private

requests on Shabbos applies to issues which might dampen

one’s mood on Shabbos, such as healing a sickness, or

parnassah, etc. However, davening for an item like an esrog is

a request for a mitzvah item and is not forbidden. Likewise,

when an opportune time arises (iumr ,g) on Shabbos, and this
special moment will be gone after Shabbos, some poskim are

lenient with regard to personal requests.

Eating Fruit on Tu B’Shvat. It is customary to eat many

different types of fruit on this day (especially fruit which Eretz

Yisroel is praised with, i.e. grapes, olives, etc.). When one

makes a beracha on these fruit to thank Hashem for the product

of the previous year’s rain and growth, he is activating the new

cycle of growth, that begins all over again on Tu B’Shvat. 

 

might and protect His most beloved, He does so by

injecting a fear and dread into those that wish to do them

harm. One stern warning from the Almighty is enough to

weaken their power and allow Bnei Yisroel to survive. 

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n     
  qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

       If one has a number of ".gv hrp truc" items, and among them

he has fruit from the species that Eretz Yisroel is praised with,

one should make the beracha on those special items. If a person

has more than one of these species in front of him, one should
follow a specific order when eating these fruit. The order of

importance (and the one to make the blessing on) is as follows:

Olives, dates, grapes (raisins), figs and pomegranates (3).

Checking Fruit and Vegetables for Bugs. On Tu B’Shvat,

when we eat extra amounts of fruit, one must be especially

vigilant in checking for bugs. A knowledgable person in this

field should be consulted regarding which fruits need to be

checked and which do not. For example, ohcurj (carobs) that

some people eat, must be split open down the length, and then

the cavities must be checked for bugs and eggs.
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R’ Yaakov Kamenetzky ZT”L (Emes L’Yaakov) would say:

   “The Jewish People were not sent out of slavery freely, but only after ten plagues wreaked havoc on Egypt. The

Torah teaches us how the power of desire diverts the wisdom of our minds, to the point where one can even forget

what his eyes had witnessed just a few days previously. Even the death of the Firstborn and the destruction of the land

was not enough to interrupt that tiny spark of desire caused by the words: ‘Don’t you know yet that Egypt is

destroyed?’ causing Pharaoh’s wisdom to be grossly distorted!”

R’ Yitzchok Meir Alter ZT”L (Chiddushei Harim) would say:

    “Bnei Yisroel needed water in the desert. What was their sin that they asked for water? The answer is the way they

asked. First, the posuk states: ‘There was no water ... and they quarrelled with Moshe.’ Only after that, it says: ‘And

the people thirsted for water.’ First they began to quarrel with Moshe - even before they realized they were thirsty!”

A Wise Man would say: 

   “Life is like packing for an extended trip; the more organized you are, the more things you can fit in!”

d"avpz - hay b"i hiivx`i -  l"f alb awri x"a dyn 'x p"irlDEDICATED BY THE GELB FAMILY 



                    
   Did you know that Tu B’Shvat and tznius are closely related? O.K., you’re probably wondering what does tznius have

to do with Tu B’Shvat? Actually they are very similar. The Sefer HaTodaah explains that Tu B’Shvat is the day when the

soil of Eretz Yisroel becomes renewed and therefore it is a time to give thanks for the fruits and beauty of the Holy Land.

Eretz Yisroel is truly a special place and who can testify to that better than us “chutnikers” who left our birth places

because we felt the love towards the Holy Land and decided to build our lives on its Holy soil?
   The posuk states: “To my favorite choice son, I give the best land.” Did you ever wonder why Bnei Yisroel -  the

“Bechor” of Hashem, received such a small portion from Hashem? Eretz Yisroel is a tiny speck on the map surrounded

by powerful enemies. Isn’t the Firstborn supposed to get a large, double portion (ohba hp)?  Yet it is our land and it is here

that we thrive. This is where we demonstrate our essence - the strength of Klal Yisroel in their Holy Land.

    Tznius is a small, modest and unassuming middah, yet it is the force that powers a Jew’s spirituality. We don’t have to

“pop out everyone’s eyes” and be big or loud in order to be special. Special qualities come from within and need not be

big. Tznius - to be modest, small - yet truly great in qualities and deeds. The best way to achieve great height is quietly and

unassumingly, growing in modesty and tznius. Tu B’Shvat is the day when we sing the praises of the Land - a small and

unassuming land which possesses so many wonderful qualities - by eating its special fruits and focusing on its essence.

    

             

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ooooaaaa`̀̀̀kkkk    eeeennnncccciiii    jjjjrrrreeeexxxxffff    llllccccbbbbaaaa    ccccggggtttteeee    ddddzzzznnnniiii`̀̀̀    mmmmddddiiiillllrrrr    llllttttzzzz((((ffffhhhh----eeeehhhh))))

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    ''''dddd    llllrrrr    iiiikkkk    mmmmkkkkiiiizzzzppppllllzzzz    eeeeppppiiiillllrrrr    ̀̀̀̀ llll    ddddnnnn    eeeeppppggggppppeeee    eeeeiiiillllrrrr    mmmmiiiippppiiiillllnnnn    mmmmzzzz`̀̀̀    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    mmmmkkkkiiiizzzzppppllllzzzz    zzzz`̀̀̀    ''''dddd    rrrrnnnnyyyyaaaa((((gggg----ffffhhhh))))    
   When the father of the Kamenetzer mashgiach, R’ Moshe Aharon Stern ZT”L was twenty-six years old, he was

stricken with a terrible disease of the kidneys. He consulted the very best doctors in the field, including a top specialist

named Professor Loeb, at one of the esteemed medical centers in Manhattan. In the early part of the twentieth century,
they did not have the medical technology which they have today. Treatment was limited, and kidney transplants were

unheard of. His mother accompanied his father when he underwent treatment. 

    One day, the doctor called Mrs. Stern aside and said, “It hurts me to tell you this, but there is nothing else we can do

for your husband. Take him home. We need the bed for someone whom we can help; we cannot help him. At this point,

it is a matter of weeks, and no more!” 

    Here was a young, twenty-six-year old man, a person who feared and carefully followed the word of Hashem, a true

Ben Torah - and his wife had just been told that medically, his situation was hopeless. 

    Disheartened, she told her father-in-law, R’ Yosef Stern ZT”L, one of the close talmidim of the Chofetz Chaim who

had moved to America, the doctor’s dire prediction. R’ Yosef didn’t hesitate. Immediately, he sent a telegram to his

rebbi in Radun, and asked him, “Rebbi, I have heard that there is a concept that it is possible to give away years of one’s

life to someone else. I am a healthy person. I do not know how many years I have left, but I am healthy. I have already

reached the age of sixty-five. I am prepared to give however many years I have left to my son and to take upon myself
his illness. Am I permitted to do so?” 

    The Chofetz Chaim answered him that it is permissible to do so, and instructed him regarding the procedure. R’ Yosef

carefully followed the instructions from the Chofetz Chaim and bestowed his remaining years of life upon his son.

Immediately thereafter, R’ Yosef became sick, and his son miraculously began to regain his kidney function. The doctors

were stunned with this unprecedented development. A few months later, R’ Yosef passed away from his sudden illness,

while his son fully regained his health. In fact, this young man went on to live for another thirty-one years. Had his father

not given away his remaining years, he would have lived to the age of ninety-six years!

     R’ Moshe Aharon further relates that when his father passed away, his mother sat shivah in America with his brother,

Yisroel Meir (named after the Chofetz Chaim) and his sister, while he sat shivah in Yerushalayim. At one point during

the shivah in the States, an elderly gentleman entered the room. They could see that he was a very old man but no one

recognized him. The man entered with his wife, and sat down wordlessly to be menachem avel (comfort the mourners). 

    During a lull in the conversation, the man turned to the widow and asked, “Do you recognize me?” 
     She thought for a moment. “No,” she said finally. 

     The man said, “I am Professor Loeb. I treated your husband thirty-one years ago.” 

     The woman broke into tears, and lamented, “Doctor, my fifty-seven-year-old husband, a young man in the best years

of his life, has been taken from me.” 

    The doctor, who was not a religious Jew, raised his voice and said, “You have complaints against G-d? Thirty-one

years ago your husband was as good as dead. I was there and I remember his condition. G-d gave you a present for

thirty-one years. Give thanks to G-d!” 

    When she heard that she stopped crying and said, “Thank you. You have comforted me.”
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cccceeeennnnrrrraaaa    ddddlllliiiilllleeee    ............    oooopppprrrr    cccceeeennnnrrrraaaa    mmmmnnnneeeeiiii    mmmmddddiiiippppttttllll    jjjjlllldddd    ''''ddddeeee
''''eeeebbbbeeee    ddddlllliiiilllleeee    mmmmnnnneeeeiiii    zzzzkkkkllllllll    mmmmddddllll    xxxxiiii`̀̀̀ddddllll    yyyy`̀̀̀                    ((((`̀̀̀kkkk----bbbbiiii))))    

   Klal Yisroel did not need to travel at night, for the Jews

miraculously reached their destination in no time at all.

However, it is apparent that they did travel at night as
evidenced by the pillar of fire that led them in the dark.

Why did they need to journey in the dark as well as by day?

    The Shem M’Shmuel, R’ Shmuel Bornstein ZT”L of

Sochatchov explains that in symbolic terms, the day is a

time of clarity, full understanding, and intellectual

appreciation. The night, on the other hand, is a time which

symbolizes obfuscation and intellectual uncertainty. Klal

Yisroel traveled into the desert without knowing what

would happen to them or how they would survive. They

were content just to follow the directive of Hashem. As the

posuk states: “I remember for you the kindness of your

youth ... when you went after Me in the wilderness in an

unsown land.” (c-c vhnrh)
   The Seforno comments that the message conveyed is

one of complete dedication to the word of Hashem; they

stayed at a place whether they liked it or not; they traveled

at very short notice, even if they liked where they were

encamped; and while no journey actually began at night,

they traveled day and night according to God’s command

even with few supplies prepared for the journey. In each

one of these journeys Klal Yisroel demonstrated dedication

to their mission to follow Hashem, no matter what.

    The faith of Klal Yisroel was very strong, even if they

did not know where their dedication would lead them. This
is very much an expression of faith of the variety

symbolized by night, when lack of clarity and uncertainty

prevail. It is thus a great praise of Klal Yisroel to say that

they traveled both by day and night, as this indicates that

their faith was  exceedingly strong and unshakeable.

        EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
     ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

                                                            xxxxggggaaaannnneeee    mmmmiiiiaaaa    ddddxxxxiiii    eeeelllliiiiggggeeee    ddddrrrrxxxxtttt    zzzzaaaakkkkxxxxnnnn
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    sssseeeeqqqq    mmmmiiiiaaaa    eeeerrrraaaahhhh    eeeeiiiiyyyyiiiillllyyyy                                ((((cccc----eeeehhhh))))    

       The Zohar writes that the forces of evil in this world,

“begin with unity and end in dispersion.” The Sfas Emes,

R’ Yehudah Leib Alter ZT”L writes that this is precisely
what occurred at Krias Yam Suf. The mighty Egyptian

army, feared by the entire civilized world, met their end as

a fragmented force, their drowned bodies strewn all over

the beach after the sea spit them out. The Jewish People,

though, broken up into twelve individual tribes crossed the

Yam Suf and sang Shirah in perfect unison.

    This unity is the key to our redemption, whether

thousands of years ago in Egypt, or in the future geulah

from our bitter exile. The Mishna (z-j ,uhsg) maintains that

Eliyahu Hanavi will come before the advent of Moshiach

with the intention of: "ejrk tku crek" - “to bring close but

not to divide.” R’ Raphael Pelcovitz Z”L (renowned Rabbi
of the “White Shul” in Far Rockaway, NY) wrote: The

Hebrew word for truth is ",nt" comprised of three letters,

separated by the total spectrum of the Hebrew Alphabet -

the "t" and "," - the first and last letters - with a "n" right in

the center of it all. On the other hand, the Hebrew word for

falsehood is "rea", composed of three letters that are right

next to each other in the Alef Beis:  wr we wa
    What we may discern from this unusual juxtaposition of

letters is that the forces of "rea", those who wish to distort

Judaism and ultimately destroy it, are generally more

united in their hatred of Torah, whereas those who

champion authentic Yiddishkeit are often hopelessly
divided. The Mishna teaches us that the solution is not

"ejrk" - to separate the closely knit ranks of “Sheker” and

disrupt the united front of the secular camp, but rather

"crek" - to bring together the letters "," "n" "t" of “Emes” -

the various factions within the camp of Torah-true Jewry.            

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF       

R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO    

llllyyyynnnn: In Czarist Russia, a little more than two hundred

years ago, the Russian crown was investigating the great

Baal HaTanya, R’ Schneur Zalman of Liadi ZT”L, on

trumped up charges of treason. He was arrested and led

through the courtyard of the Russian compound to a brutal
interrogation. A few children of the royal family were

playing there as well. Amongst them was young Nikolai,

brother to the Czar and a cruel child by nature, who later

assumed the Russian throne himself. 

    Nikolai had a whip on him. As the Rebbe was being led

by, the boy boldly held up his whip as if to threaten the

Rebbe. The Rebbe focused his gaze on the cruel child. 

    Suddenly, Nikolai felt himself becoming afraid of the

prisoner. He dropped his whip and averted his gaze.

Nikolai later commented to his tutor that he never before
experienced such fear as when the prisoner looked at him.  

    Years later, the Tzemach Tzedek, commented that if not

for his grandfather’s stern gaze at Nikolai when he was a

child, weakening his boldness, the Jews of Russia would

have simply buckled under the weight of his harsh decrees.
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