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"B919 125 N oY’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (102)
Kavod HaTorah: Standing Up for a Talmid Chacham. Last
week, we concluded with a halacha that one has to stand up for a
Talmid Chacham from the moment he comes within his 4 amos
till he walks past his four amos. If the Talmid Chacham stops
within his four amos and doesn’t proceed further, he does not
have to keep standing. (This is the opinion of most Poskim listed
in P’sakim U’Teshuvos (1)) However, if the Talmid Chacham is
talking to him he should remain standing the entire time 2).

How To Stand Up. The simple understanding of the mitzvah of
“Takum” is to stand up to one’s full height. According to Birkei
Yosef (3) one shouldn’t even lean when standing up. However,
the Shach @ and Magen Avraham (5) permit one to lean while
standing, and one can rely on their opinion ().

Why Some Don’t Stand Fully. In many places, people do not
stand up fully but rather raise their body slightly. This action is
known in the Gemara as “Hiddur” and is brought down in
halacha ) as the way two Talmdei Chachamim honor each other,
or as the way a Rebbi honors his student if he is classified as a
Talmid Chacham. However, to use this practice in place of one’s
regular obligation to stand properly seems to be contrary to
halacha. Some Poskim @) defend the minhag of those who are
lenient. They reason that just as a Talmid Chacham may forgo his
honor and exempt those around him, if the custom is to be lenient,
it is akin to an unspoken Mechila (forgivenes) of the Talmidei
Chachamim. Nevertheless, those Poskim write that it is better to
do the mitzvah properly and stand up fully. Besides, even if one is
mochel his honor, the one who stands up fulfills the mifzvah even
if he is not obligated, as per the Pischei Teshuva ©) ("a790 owa).
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In a Wheelchair. If a Talmid Chacham is sitting in a wheelchatir,
there is still an obligation to stand up for him even though he is
sitting. This is similar to the halacha (1) that if a Talmid
Chacham rides by on a horse, one has to stand up for him.
In a Different Reshus. If the Talmid Chacham is walking by in
a different domain, even if he is within four amos, one does not
have to stand up for him. For example, if one is sitting in a house
by a window next to the street, and a Talmid Chacham walks by
in the street, even though he sees him and is technically close
enough, he does not have to stand up for him (2). (This halacha
applies by one’s primary Rebbi and certainly by a regular Talmid
Chacham.). It seems from the halacha that even if one wants to
stand up, there is no point because there is no "WPN 1 LW P’ -
“Standing which gives proper recognizable honor.”
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“Old But Not Fogotten” - Menachos 99a
The Noda B’Yehuda (v n"w) was asked if one may keep a posuII
Sefer Torah in the Aron Kodesh with the other Sifrei Torah, or is it a
y2? The questioner wanted to prove from our Gemara that since the
broken Luchos (mmb »aw) were in the Aron with the second Luchos,
it is permitted. The Noda B’Yehuda disagreed saying this is no proo
because storing the broken Luchos in the Aron was an original
stipulation mandated by Hashem when the Aron was built. True, a
Sefer Torah with a few minor mistakes might also be part of the
original stipulation (mn 72 25) to keep in an Aron, as we see when g
mistake is caught during faining, we replace the Torah back in the
Aron. But what about an old and unrepairable Torah? Maybe it is|
excluded. The Noda B’Yehuda concludes that it is not a y»3, although
it might be problematic for other reasons. See there for elaboration.
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R’ Yaakov Tzvi Mecklenburg z¢”’I (HaKsav VeHaKabbalah) would say:
‘922 2py> 0o - At the outset of this week’s parsha, we read how after Yaakov Avinu slept and had his great dream, he
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arose early in the morning, in anticipation of a great new day in his life. In contrast, towards the end of the parsha, we find the
same words, 721 25 00w - and Lavan arose early in the morning, to get away from Yaakov and everything he represented
as quickly as possible, and go back to his despicable lifestyle. Yaakov and Lavan were at opposite ends of the spectrum. Each
was in a rush to get to where he felt his life should be. We must take this lesson when we arise each morning. There are
those who will energize themselves each morning leaning towards Lavan’s lifestyle, goal and purpose. We must balance
this approach by rising early like Yaakov Avinu, looking forward to a day of Hashem’s blessing and protection, a day of

purpose, a day of successfully meeting any challenges that face us, a day of fulfillment.” (Hakhel) ORHT 111 4 J1pES Howh
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R’ Chaim Kanievsky shlit’a is quoted as saying: assyr * OP3 473’9

“The Chazon Ish z¢#”’I, would tell the Baal Koreh to lain the name ‘Yissachar’ as ‘Yissaschar’ only '])Effﬁf;*edb)’x;& ers
in Parashas Vayeitzai. A possible reason could be that Yissaschar gave the ‘shin’ in his name to his 1 flerman & Tamyy
son Yov, to change his name to ‘Yoshuv’ as Yov was the name of an Avodah Zara at the time. Once| = /W18 23 vo
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he had given over the shin after this week’s parsha, we refer to him as ‘Yissachar’ - without the shin. ﬁ:!,n,'m,,. SxipY '.,n:_"
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There’s no panic quite like discovering that your suitcase has disappeared from beneath the bus you had just traveled on,
right before a two-day Yom Tov to another city. It wreaks havoc on one’s psyche and causes extreme panic. That’s what
happened to Shlomo and Meira Weber just a few hours before the onset of Rosh Hashana in Ramat Beit Shemesh.

After calling everyone they could think of in the community for help, they decided to walk through Beit Shemesh and
check the bus stops, in the hope that their suitcase had fallen out and been left behind. There were two hours left before Yom
Tov, and no one was around. Stores were closed, buses had stopped running, and everyone was already holed up in their
homes doing last-minute prep. There were no stray suitcases anywhere, and time was ticking closer and closer to the holiday.

After about forty minutes, they had to cut their losses. Suitcase or no suitcase, at the very least they needed beds to sleep on
at night. Resigned to the situation, they turned back and began trekking up the long hill to Ramat Beit Shemesh.

Just then, a car pulled up beside them. An Israeli man leaned out the window and called out, “Where do you need to go?”’

They were so grateful for the tremp (hitch) and they packed themselves immediately into the backseat. It turned out that
the two Israeli men in the front seats lived right down the street from their hosts for Yom Tov. Very quickly, the whole story
came tumbling out, and the men were shocked. “All of your things are lost?! What are you going to do for Rosh Hashana?”

“We’ll manage,” Shlomo responded. “No, you can’t just manage,” said the driver. “We’re going to help you!”

He jerked the car around and began driving in the opposite direction, as his friend whipped out his phone and checked their
bus route on Moovit. They made a quick check at the bus stop but alas, no suitcase. “Doesn’t matter,” said the driver. “We’re
going to take care of you both.” He threw a grin back at the couple and began to record a voice note to his wife as they sped
back to Ramat Beit Shemesh. “Mami, we have a couple here, they lost their bag and they don’t have anything for the chag.
We need pants, a dress shirt, some skirts and dresses - what size dress are you? - shoes for both of them, toothbrushes,
toothpaste, towels, socks, pajamas. Send a message out to the WhatsApp group, we’ll get everyone to give things.”

Shlomo and Meira stammered their thanks as they pulled into the driveway of an apartment building. The man in the
passenger seat told Shlomo to come with him for clothing, while Meira followed the driver upstairs to his apartment. The
man’s wife met her at the door with the biggest, warmest Israeli welcome, beckoning her in with a huge smile. Dazed, Meira
followed her in as her daughters threw open their closets and pressed clothing into her arms - dresses, skirts and headscarves,
almost too much to carry! They packed everything she could need into a bag, and even offered perfume and makeup! The
kindness was overwhelming, and it was such a dramatic shift from the panic of an hour ago, that Meira almost cried. People
she had never met were rummaging through their closets for her. She couldn’t even imagine how she deserved such a thing!

Meanwhile, the neighbor had taken Shlomo to the suit store that he owned, and he gave him - not lent him - two beautifully
crisp, brand-new white shirts and a sleek, slim-fit navy blue suit. A new pair of 7Zitzis, a pair of dress shoes and a leather belt
were added for good measure. “These should fit you, they’ll be perfect.” They did fit, and they were perfect!

The Webers were absolutely blown away, literally weak in the knees from the chessed and care they were shown.

When they finally arrived at their hosts” house, their lives had been forever changed. These people were malachim, literal
angels that had saved them. Yes, they could have lived without it. But those families made it so that they didn’t have to!
Epilogue: Shlomo and Meira did get their suitcase back in the end! Two days after Rosh Hashana, Shlomo got a call from an
unknown number. A lady in Bnei Brak had accidentally taken their suitcase off the bus, and when she tried to find
identification inside in order to return it, all she found was the name “Weber” scrawled inside a book cover and a small box of
medication with their names on it. She called their kupa (health clinic) and explained the situation, and they gave her their

number! By that evening, the suitcase was back in their apartment. P.S. They bought a luggage ID tag the very next day!
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Yaakov Avinu, at the end of last week’s parsha, was

instructed by his father Yitzchok to, “Get up and go to
Padan Aram,” to find a wife. R” Michel Zilber shlit’a (Rosh
Yeshivas Zvhill) notes that Hoshea HaNavi, while contrasting
the degenerative behavior of Malchus Yisroel to the
righteous acts of their forefather Yaakov, recounted one
detail slightly different. The Navi says that Yaakov, “Ran to
the fields of Aram.” His father instructed him simply “to go”
- not to run. Why does Hoshea say that Yaakov “ran” if the
posuk says “Vayeitzai” which only implies going out?

When Rivka heard that Esav was planning to kill Yaakov,

she quickly pulled him aside and instructed him: “Run to my
brother Lavan.” Yaakov was in a quandary. His father said to
“go” while his mother said to “run.” How was he to proceed?
R’ Zilber explains that Yitzchok’s use of the word "5" is
similar to the command of Hashem to Avraham Avinu "> 77",
where he was told to “Go for yourself.” Although Yitzchock
may not have seen the urgency of the matter and instructed
Yaakov to just “go,” Rivka realized that if Yaakov did not get
to Charan quickly, he may never get there. Thus, she told him
to “run.” Of course, Yaakov listened to his father and did
indeed “go” as is stated in the posuk, however, immediately
after his departure, Yaakov began to “run” towards Charan,
thereby fulfilling both his father’s and his mother’s command.
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It is interesting that the first time we find the notion of Simcha - Joy, in the Torah, is when a startled Lavan discovers that
his son-in-law Yaakov, had gathered his daughters and their children to escape his clutches. Lavan rushes out to intercept them
and exclaims, “Why didn’t you tell me? I would have sent you off with ‘simcha’ - gladness and with songs!” Yaakov was
wary of Lavan’s idea of simcha. Lavan’s version causes strife, jest and mockery. Yaakov’s idea of simcha hearkens back to
his early days of joy, when he first married Leah and Rochel. Yaakov wished to avoid any semblance of the simcha of Lavan.

Wedding pictures play a vital role during a marriage. They bring people simcha, joy. These pictures are frequently looked
at during the early years of marriage, but after a while they are relegated to a coffee table or an upper shelf where they are only
taken down for a pre-Pesach dusting. My machshava is that there are times in married life when things are not the way they
should be. That is the time to take out the chasuna pictures and look at them. Look at how happy you were, filled with joy and
gratitude to Hashem. Recall your dreams and how you planned to establish your new home in peace and harmony. Do
everything possible to increase shalom bayis. Look at the joy in the eyes of your parents and grandparents who were zoche to
be at your wedding. Look at the distinguished Rabbanim and Roshei Yeshivah who took time from their schedules to take part
in the simcha. Look at your friends and relatives who came from far and near to dance at your wedding. You will then relive
the joy of your wedding day and ask yourself the question: does it pay to throw out all that simcha because of a few petty
arguments or a few unkind words? This is the true purpose of chasuna pictures; reminding the chosson v’kallah of the true joy
that should not be forgotten. May we be zoche to a long life of joy and thankfulness to Hashem for all the chessed He does for us.
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Yom: A renowned rich man once came to R’ Shlomo Zalman
of Volozhin z¢”I in his private study and confided in him.
“Rebbi, everyone thinks I am rich and have all the money in
the world. The truth is that times are tough and I am really
very tight. The problem is that my daughter’s wedding is
coming up soon and everyone is expecting to be invited to a
huge bash, like I've done in the past. My reputation is on the
line, but I just cannot afford it. What should I do?”

R’ Shlomo Zalman pulled out a Tanach and opened it.
“Twice in Tanach, do we find the mention of a wedding
where guests were invited. Once by Lavan, where it says,
‘Lavan gathered all the people of his place and made a
feast.” The second is by Boaz, where it says, ‘And he took ten
men, from the elders of the city.” Lavan, as we know, was a
trickster, whose only intent was to fool people and cheat

them. For him, it was no problem to invite everyone and host

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
THE MIDDAH OF . 37T 311917
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a grand old party. Let people think I am rich and famous -
even if I have no real way to pay for it! Boaz, on the other
hand, was quite wealthy and could’ve made a massive affair.
Instead, the Tzaddik that he was took ten elderly men - who
probably didn’t eat much anyway - and made a small
wedding! Why? Because the righteous and responsible thing
to do is not to show off and deceive people with one’s wealth,
or lack thereof. The correct thing is to live within your means.”
“em3: Unfortunately, this important life-lesson is lost on many
people who feel like they have to project an air of affluence to
the world, when in reality, they have trouble paying their
bills. Why do people wish to deceive others, much like the
way Lavan deceived the whole world regularly? Why don’t
people live with what they have and not always try to “keep
up with the Joneses!” And for that matter - why do the
Joneses have to show off - just because they can afford it?
The rich should take the less-fortunate into consideration and

the less-fortunate should not try to act rich. Nobody wins!
FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R GUITMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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Do you want to know the secret to happiness in life? It’s pretty clear. It has nothing to do with how much you have, how

successful you are, or how well-respected you may be to others. Happiness comes from the amount of appreciation you feel. A
person can be confined to a wheelchair but is constantly focused on his beautiful family and dozens of grandchildren who bring
him so much joy. He is focused on all that he has and not on what he is missing, and he is happy! Alternatively, someone can
be healthy and wealthy, on a fancy vacation in Europe, focused on the bad weather, the lack of cordiality of the trip leaders and
the low-level quality of the food in the hotel! This person is miserable simply because he chose to focus on the negative!

In this week’s parsha we learn about Hakaras Hatov. When Leah had her fourth child she named him Yehuda. She said,
“This time I will thank Hashem.” The Sassover Rebbe z¢”l explains what Leah meant. Leah was asking herself a question:
“Only this time, I should thank Hashem? Only when I get more than my share with a fourth shever? No. I must thank Hashem
constantly, every minute of the day for every tiny kindness that He does for me!” She called him YEHUDA, which means
APPRECIATION because she wanted a constant reminder, 24/7, that she must thank Hashem at all times. Her child Yehuda -
the symbol of gratitude - will be before her eyes always, and this will allow her to choose gratitude as a way of life.

The next posuk tells us that Rochel was jealous of her sister. Rochel? The one who gave away her simanim to Leah; the one
who gave away her husband to Leah? She is now jealous of Leah for having her fourth child? How can this be? Oh no, that
would not befit our great mother Rochel. Rochel was “jealous” of the great level of gratitude that Leah reached! She realized
that Leah had achieved the ultimate level of joy and happiness, real Dveikus in Hashem - and that is what she was jealous of.




