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5wn3: The rebellious nature of Korach and his cohorts is a
cautionary tale for each and every one of us, and the practical
application of the lesson is this: stay away from bad people!
As much as Moshe and Aharon wished to make peace and
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"wip np " - Keeping the Jewish Camp Holy (7)
After having discussed the halachos regarding saying holy
words in view of uncovered skin (ervah), we now have to define
what is deemed in Halacha improperly uncovered skin. The
body areas of concern are the leg and thigh area, the elbow and
upper arm area, and the neckline area.

Leg: Thigh Area Uncovered. The entire upper part of a lady’s
leg, from the knee and above, must be covered. This area is
particularly provocative as explained last week, and all those in
view of it are forbidden from saying holy words. Even if all the
ladies and girls in a place would wear short skirts that don’t
cover this area propetly, and men could somehow “‘get used to
it,” it would would still be ervah and thus prohibit saying holy
words (1). This includes the knee itself, which must be covered in
all sitting, standing and moving positions @). It has been
estimated (see Kol Korah in 1987 signed by all Poskim, printed
in Levusha shel Torah 1:1) that to do so properly, the length of a
dress must be four inches (ten centimeters) below the knee.

Leg: Thigh Area Covered with Stockings. Due to the nature
of this area, even if a lady would wear thick stockings that cover
her legs well, it would be prohibited to wear a short skirt that
leaves the area in view. This would also prohibit saying holy
words, and is included in what was explained previously that a
tight garment which brings out the shape of the body in a non-
tznius way prohibits saying holy words even if all the skin is
covered. There is a slight difference 3) between this case and the

urged Korach and Dasan and Aviram to change their ways
and return to the camp of Israel, Hashem knew better and
commanded them to separate themselves. Sometimes the
only solution is to distance yourself from the problem.
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case of the previous paragraph when the area is actually
uncovered. In the previous case, one must turn his body away to
say holy words and only if he is unable to do so, or he will be
embarrassed or might embarrass others, can he rely on shutting
his eyes to say holy words. However, in the second case, he can
simply shut his eyes since the ervah is actually covered.

Two Types of Covering. Let us illustrate a basic difference

between different body parts due to the nature of each part.

1) Type One. For some parts of the body, like the leg/thigh area,
not only is there an obligation to cover the skin of the area, there
is also an obligation to make sure that the form and shape is not
visible or apparent. This is done with a loose-fitting garment that
does not allow the shape to stand out in a provocative manner,
which in this case is a dress that covers till past the knees. The
upper-body and torso area is certainly included in this category
and simply keeping the skin covered is not sufficient. If a
tight-fitting skirt emphasizes a lady’s thigh area and above, or a
tight blouse emphasizes the chest area, it is prohibited to wear,
and prohibits saying holy words, unless one shuts his eyes.

2) Type Two. Certain areas are less provocative and covering
the skin is enough. This includes the upper arm area above the
elbow, and certainly below the elbow (for those who do cover
below the elbow); from the knee down to the ankle (for those
who hold that this area should be covered, as will be explained
IY”H in the future); covering the hair and head with a tight
fitting tichel, which is permitted.

2"9Y (3) DW 270N YW D Y (2) 21y 192 MmN (1)
a"nN Y N5YN Pos

Chacham Moshe Alush of Titawin ZT”L (quoted in Ma’ayan Hashavua) would say:
“‘Korach took.” The Gemara (.0p y77M0) explains this expression to mean that Korach purchased a bad acquisition -
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"Ny’ - ‘for himself.” It is worth noting the peculiarity of the term, for himself.” This statement is based on another
comment of Chazal, that the wife of On Ben Peles (one of Korach’s cohorts) saved her husband from his alliance with
Korach. Korach’s wife, on the other hand, turned her husband against Moshe, and she was therefore destroyed together
with him. As we know from Bereshis, the woman was created from man’s rib. Therefore, Chazal use the term, 'mxy>'
(for himself), which is related to the word 'D8y' (bone), indicating that the uprising was triggered by his wife.”

Koznitzer Maggid, R’ Yisroel Hopstein ZT”’L (Avodas Yisroel) would say:

“Chazal tell us: ‘Any quarrel that is waged with proper intentions (for the sake of Heaven) will endure; if it is done
without proper intentions (for the sake of fighting)it will not endure.’ After all is said and done, though, ‘Shalom’ -
peace, even not for the sake of Heaven is still better than any conflict or machlokes - even with the best of intentions!”

A Wise Man would say:
« . . . . ... .| Mazel Tov to Mr. & Mrs.
If you would not be forgotten, write things worth reading or do things worth the writing!"] Mendy Schonbrun on the
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A number of years ago, a scandalous rumor spread throughout the city of Bnei Brak. Reb Shimon, a well-regarded
Torah scholar who studied in one of the larger kollelim in Bnei Brak was making a wedding for his oldest daughter. This
was not so unusual. What caused people to wonder was that the wedding was to be held in the most exclusive - and
expensive - hall in town. The gossiping neighbors were outraged. “Did you hear where Shimon, the poor and needy
yungerman, is making his daughter’s wedding? Can you believe it?”” Indeed, this was the incensed reaction of a handful of
neighbors upon receiving the wedding invitation. Not surprisingly, each neighbor shared his or her annoyance with other
neighbors and soon a full-blown scandal was afoot. People who had recently gone around collecting money from wealthy
donors and neighbors to provide Reb Shimon and his family - who were known to live a simple, almost indigent, lifestyle -
with the minimum funds required to make a basic wedding, were shocked and appalled.

Very quickly, the rumors circulated about town until they reached the ears of Reb Shimon himself. He could not
believe what people were saying about him. It was quite obvious that more and more people were surprised at his choice
of a hall, and realizing that something must be done to halt the spread of this hideous plague of Lashon Hara and
widespread gossip, he hurriedly rushed to the Rav of his local shul to explain what had happened.

“Of course we cannot afford to make a fancy wedding in an expensive hall,” began Reb Shimon, practically in tears. He
explained in full detail how immediately after their daughter’s engagement, he and his wife had contacted one of the cheaper
halls in town and made an appointment to discuss arrangements. They didn’t even know how they would pay for that hall, but
they scheduled the meeting nonetheless. However, even before they could finalize the meeting, a man appeared at their door,
knocking incessantly. When Reb Shimon opened the door, there stood a stranger who asked to speak to him for a few
minutes. “Are you Reb Shimon ..... the son of .....7"”" he asked. Reb Shimon nodded his head. “Can you tell me please, was
your father in Europe during the second world war?” Reb Shimon was surprised at this line of questioning, but answered
affirmatively. His father had been in the war and like every other survivor, came through it alive in miraculous fashion.

The stranger at the door became visibly excited. He told Reb Shimon that just a few days ago, he had gotten up from
shiva, the mourning period for his father, who had lived to a ripe old age. The pain of his loss was still visible on his face.

“Just before passing away,” the man said, “my father called me to his bedside. During his lifetime, he didn’t talk much
about his earlier years, how he grew up in Europe and how he managed to survive the Holocaust. Now, however, he shared
with me that during the war, he was almost killed and if not for a Jew who risked his own life to rescue him, he would not be
here today. Upon arriving in Israel, my father was anxious to locate this Jew and repay him somehow. All he knew of him
was his first name and the town he came from. Unfortunately, his search proved unsuccessful. Now that he was leaving this
world he charged me, his son, with the responsibility of locating this man or his heirs and repay the favor he owed him.”

Reb Shimon stood there listening, wondering what all this had to do with him. The stranger continued, “A few days ago,
during the shiva period, someone came to offer consolation and began talking about my father’s heroism during the war and
how he survived together with another Jew. In the ensuing conversation, the man revealed that my father’s savior, the
mysterious benefactor who nearly died to save my father’s life, was your father! As soon as the shiva period was over, I
rushed over here to verify that indeed you are the son of the man who saved my father’s life!” With that, the man burst into tears.

Well, Reb Shimon welcomed the man into his home and they began talking. Upon hearing that Reb Shimon was soon to be
marrying off his first daughter, the man revealed that his father had owned a wedding hall and he now insisted that the
wedding be held at the hall he inherited from his father - at no expense! He would not take no for an answer!

Thus, the mystery of how Reb Shimon, the yungerman, was making a wedding in the fanciest hall in Bnei Brak was solved

- and his reputation was restored.
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Swp: In the early years of Beis Medrash® Govoha in
Lakewood, New Jersey, the custom was to call up the Rosh
Yeshivah, R’ Aharon Kotler ZT”’L, for an aliyah every
Shabbos. As a sign of respect, instead of calling him up by
his name, as is the custom all over the world, the gabbai
would announce, “Yaamod, Morein V’Rabbeinu,” and
everyone knew it was referring to R* Aharon.

This practice went on for a number of years, until it was
discovered that in the local Conservative synagogue, which
was active in Lakewood even before the yeshivah arrived,

they had a similar custom with regard to how they called up
individuals to the Torah. Apparently, saying a person’s full
name was either too arduous or some people were not aware
of their Jewish names, so the gabbai would simply announce,
“Yaamod, Kohen,” “Yaamod, Levi,” Yaamod, Shlishi.”
When R’ Aharon heard about this, he immediately changed
the minhag in the yeshivah, so as not to appear similar to
those who had strayed from the true path of the Torah. From
that day on, he was always called up by his full name:
“Yaamod, Harav Aharon ben Harav Schneur Zalman ...”

On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yisroel with zero overhead
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One of the original co-conspirators in the “Korach
Rebellion” was a man named On ben Peles. Fortunately, his
wife was smart enough to recognize the folly of his ways and
she confronted him with the fact that no matter who was
correct - Moshe or Korach - he had nothing to gain and
everything to lose. This realization helped to awaken On ben
Peles to reassess his situation and back out of the rebellion.
This incident, says R’ Henach Leibowitz ZT”’L, gives
us a clearer understanding of the great measure of control
the yetzer hara exerts upon our thoughts and actions. On
was involved in a machlokes - a conflict. The yetzer hara
enticed him to become more involved in the growing
confrontation. He was so blinded to the truth that he
neglected to show concern for the person he held most dear:
himself. Not only could he not comprehend that the uprising
itself was wrong, he could not even see the unmistakable
fact that he had nothing to gain and his life to lose! But if
On was so completely persuaded by the yetzer hara, how
could his wife so easily pull him away from the conflict?

The answer, says R’ Henach, is that the yerzer hara is
convincing, but Emes - truth - is even more powerful. On ben
Peles was thoroughly blinded by the dispute, but all he
needed was a dose of real undiluted emes, to bring him back
to his senses and save him from a horrible death.

We must constantly maintain an equilibrium between
two formidable powers. We must counterbalance the
deceptive forces of the yetzer hara with the influence of
emes. When we find ourselves straying from the path of
Torah - involving ourselves in machlokes and the like - we
must take out our map and compass - truth - and find our
way back. There is rarely anything to be gained by fighting,
other than causing hatred and bitterness. Contemplating this
truth will provide us with the necessary firepower to win
our struggle with the yetzer hara and avoid machlokes.

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
ON THE WEECKLY MIDDAH OF ...
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While Brei Yisroel traveled through the desert, they
angered Hashem again and again, yet each time Moshe
Rabbeinu stood in prayer in their defense, recalling the
merit of the Avos (Forefathers), invoking the Thirteen
Attributes of Mercy, and pleading for the sake of Hashem’s
Own honor, which would be disgraced by the destruction of
the Jewish nation. Yet in this single instance, Moshe offered
no argument at all in defense of Korach and his followers;
instead, he prayed that they meet a gruesome demise of a
type that the world had never seen before: “If Hashem will
create a new creation, and the earth shall open its mouth to
swallow them and all that is theirs, dragging them alive into
the abyss, then you shall know that these men have
provoked Hashem.” How was Korach’s rebellion so much
worse than the sin of the Golden Calf or the Spies, that
Moshe himself prayed for their destruction?

The Biala Rebbe, R’ Benzion Rabinowitz Shlit’a
provides us with a clear-cut understanding. When a sinful
person realizes his errors, he is close to the path of teshuvah.
Such was the condition of Klal Yisroel after the incidents of
the Golden Calf and the Spies. They knew that they were
wrong, and Moshe Rabbeinu felt justified in pleading in
their defense using every argument at his disposal.
However, the danger of machlokes is that its proponents
walk along the brink of the abyss without even realizing the
magnitude of their folly. They deem themselves the
champions of the Torah, fully authorized to wage holy wars
against the heretics in their community who dare to contradict
them. Yet, the real truth is that the Torah itself forbids strife
and machlokes of any kind, as we learn from the posuk, “And
do not be like Korach and his congregation.” In fact, the
Chofetz Chaim ZT”L, based on the opinion of many
Rishonim, interpreted this posuk as a Torah prohibition
against starting or supporting a machlokes.
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After the staff of Aharon blossomed and bloomed, Hashem told Moshe to put the stick away as a keepsake for all

generations so that the Jewish people should remember and not have complaints against Hashem. However, if people do have
grievances and are unhappy with the way Hashem is doing things, it can lead one to his death! R’ Gamliel Rabinowitz Shlit’a
explains that when one walks around with complaints - in his heart or expressed verbally - things often do not go well for him
in life. Such a person gets punished with death or with a “living death” - as we know that poverty, blindness, tzaraas, and one
who has no children is comparable to a dead person. Says R> Gamliel, “Who knows if the reason why people have so much
tzaros (suffering) in their lives is because they are so unhappy and spend their time kvetching and complaining!”

One of the falmidim of the Chozeh of Lublin, R’ Shimon Yaroslover ZT”’L, lived an extremely long life. When asked
what was his secret, he responded, ‘“People have all sorts of questions about their lives. Why does he have parnassa and 1
don’t? Why does he have nachas from his children and my kids give me so much grief? Until Hashem says, ‘Down on earth,
these things cannot be understood. Come up to shamayim and here you will see and understand that everything is just and
fair!”” R’ Shimon concluded, “I never have any questions or complaints against Hashem and therefore He leaves me alone!”

On the flip side, if one rejoices with his life and looks to see the good, then he gets rewarded with even more good. nnNy"
(»-22 PYNI) 7Ry DN AN NN - If You say "avn” - it’s all good, then "7y 0N - I will shower you with even more good!




