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   In Parshas Ki Sisa we read: “And it was when Moshe Rabbeinu
went up to the tent, all the people stood up.”  (j:dk) This is one of
the places where we learn the importance of honoring a Talmid
Chacham by standing up.  Every person should learn through
Yoreh Deah (s"nr inhx) and make every attempt to properly fulfill
this much neglected mitzvah of standing up for a Talmid
Chacham, when necessary.
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  Shabbos Parshas Ki Sisa
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    A SERIES IN HALACHAH
    LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Laws of Zmanim - Halachic Time Parameters - Cont.
Chatzos: Midday. Last week we listed a number of

halachos when midday (,umj) is considered the deadline to

finish a mitzvah, the time to start a mitzvah, or the time when

certain restrictions start and/or end. We continue this topic

with more halachos and more concepts of this midday time.

Chatzos on Friday and Erev Yom Tov. The last afternoon

before special holy days is infused with the holiness of the

coming holy day. This is true every Friday when certain

aspects of Shabbos start on Friday afternoon after chatzos.

Shnaim Mikra. According to many Poskim and Mekubalim

the most preferred time to learn/read the weekly parsha

(twice Chumash / once Targum), is Friday after chatzos (1).

Mikvah on Friday. Many people immerse in a mikvah

every erev Shabbos. This is based on the Arizal (2) who

quotes the Zohar (3) regarding the great Rav Hamnuna who

would immerse himself in a river every Friday afternoon.

The Chayei Adam (4) writes that if a person concentrates

hard, he can even feel the difference of “housing” his vnab
vrh,h (the extra level of his soul which a person receives

every Shabbos) which enters a person at the time when he

immerses in the mikvah, rather than later on by the normal

acceptance of Shabbos. The preferred time for going to the

mikvah is after Chatzos (5).

Mikvah on Erev Yom Tov and Erev Yom Kippur. It is a

widespread custom for men to immerse in a mikvah before

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n   
qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

Yom Tov. Some explain it as a remembrance of a Jewish

man’s immersion, in the times of the Beis Hamikdash, in

preparation for entering the Mikdash every Yom Tov. The

preferable time for this is on erev Yom Tov after chatzos (6).

The same is true on erev Yom Kippur, although it is not just

a custom to immerse but rather an actual halacha. 

Bathing etc. The Aruch Hashulchan (u:xr) writes that the

Shabbos and Yom Tov preparations of bathing, cutting nails,

taking a haircut and changing into special clothes, should

preferably be done after chatzos when it is more clear that is

being done in honor of the day of Shabbos. This also might

include setting the table, preparing the candles to be ready

for lighting, etc. Of course, if time is running out on a Friday

afternoon, one should do them earlier (7).

Bentching on Friday Afternoon. Chazal have decreed

(first mentioned in v"ka) that a person should remember the

destruction of the Beis Hamikdash at every meal before

bentching by saying Tehillim d"ke wp (kcc ,urvb kg) on

weekdays, and the more comforting u"fe wp (,ukgnv rha) on

Shabbos and Yom Tov (8). If one bentches on Friday or erev

Yom Tov after chatzos he should say u"fe wp (9).

'ucr ka ukhmc vvua shnk,va h"ga ouan vzu /"ihcuaj v,hnf
 /ohhjmbv ohhjk vfuzu 'ohhjv hfrscu vru,v ,bcvc vkg,n tuv

  rphxu   k"mz dburparhv xjbp hcr kusdv iutdv hcru hrun '
tbkhuuc vva 'hmtbv rrumvn yknbafa 'kuthrybun ka vcr

 kmt xbfbuk"mz cr rexhrcvvn u,ut ktau 'sunhkc ung rcsk 
'oa vbanv hrcs ruthcc ,ufn ,khj,c wndv kg uk vaeuva
vmukj icu vaurd ic tuva sjt kg rea ushgv ota ,asjna
unnza vn ohnnuzv ohsgk ohaug iht 'dduac drva sjt kg ut
ic vaghh ota ouan tuv ogyva wndv ,rtcnu ',uagk

 o,hagu" cu,f euxpc ukhtu 'ugrz od kxphh vaurdukratf 
 cu,fa iuhfn vkud ubhtu 'ugrzk tku uk - "onz tuv" wudu xubh

sunhkk wndv veuez gusn 'z"hrdv irnk vaevu /uhnnuz tku tuv
shnk,c od rcusna rapt tkv 'vkud ubhta sunkk hsf asj
varsvn ,ukdn ruypa sunkk rapt f"tu 'ung ucr vkdh zta
ubht ucra iuhfna 'ekjk rapt) ?ucrk tku uk - wudu uk o,hagu
iht 'vru, u,ut snkk hsf oak ,fkk lhrm er tkt ',ukdc chhj

/("ucrk tku uk" ouan itf
  uk .rh,u   z"hrdvobht shnk,u cra itfn ohtur" :iuakv vzc 

h"g ohhjmb ohhjk shnk,v vfuza iuhfna '"sjt tkt 'ohba
/"uk o,hagu" rhpa huvu '"uhhj"f ucr cajb 'ucrk ,uehcs

   `vbt, rmub" (zf hkan) s"vv" :(wy 'wch) vcr ,unac t,h
tnh,s vnf 'van ,t anhaa gauvhc rcsn '"wudu vhrp kfth
/"kvutv lu,n ahnh tk rgb iub ic gauvh u,ranu" (dk ,una)
lfu 'ygn ygn ,yekb vbt,vu wufu vbt,f vru, vkanb vnk
ka hrp - vhrp kfth uvn 'vbt, rmub rntb uhkg 'wufu vru,v
ifu '"ufuknh ohfkn hc" (wv hkan) rntba ,urrau ,ufkn vru,

/"van ka unuen arh gauvh
 vubc 'inau snjb rmut" :r,uh rtucn (ybe,, hkan) yuekhcu   

gauvh vz - (wf t"f hkan) "ubgkch ost khxfu" 'van vz  - "ofj
khcacu 'khxf u,ut ihrue ktrah uhvu 'vru, ic vhv tka iub ic
'kxpxv kg ihsxv xrup vhva 'u,aurhk vfz van ,ran vhva
uhkgu /lrfa jpen hbht :v"cev rnt lfhpk /uhkdr ,j, cauhu

/"vhrp kfth vbt, rmub" rntb
vvau ',urhxnc ucr van ,t anha gauvha h"ga rtucnu    
lhrsvu 'u,ru, ubnn kcek vfzu ',ucr ubnn gpauv 'inzv kf ukmt
khxf"na sg stn vkg,vu 'ohhjc ufrscu u,ru, kngc u,ut
/ktrah kkf ka tcv odhvbnu 'ucr van ka ufhann vhvb "ost

:(/h) ,ufn wndc t,ht    " rntba ung ucr ihkdn vkda shnk, tb,
'hju rthcu '"t,uhj vhk huv,s hshn vhk shcg o"cnrvjmur wkv) 

sunk, tkc vhaecnu vnfj hkgc hhju" :(t"v z"p apb ,rhnau
ddfd
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van ,ru, urfz rpx ahr (4) :uke vnur, wp (3) wvf ;s ,ubufv rga (2) u:vpr t"dnc v"ka (1)
wzxr (z"n) ohsdn hrp (9) th:t c"n (8) u:uxr j"ut (7) cf:tg, vrurc vban (6) oa ,ubufv rga (5)

         
R’ Chaim Vital ZT”L would say:

     “I asked my Rov how it is that he tells me I have a very lofty soul when I cannot reach even the heels of

the Tzaddikim; the Rishonim of the 10th and 11th century? They are like angels to me! He answered, ‘One

small mitzvah of yours is worth many mitzvos of previous generations because in our time the Yetzer Hara –

evil inclination - has unlimited reign. This was not the case in their times.’”

R’ Chaim Shmulevitz ZT”L (Sichos Mussar) would say:
    “Hashem is called w,uneb k-ew - ‘A G-d of vengeance.’ (t:sm ohkv,) What is the essence of vneb -

vengeance? It is the manifestation and revelation of the enactment of the Almighty’s justice in this world.

Thus, true nekamah is not purely vengeance but also an unparalleled ‘glory of G-d,’ showing that there is an

ultimate judge, and that justice is always carried out.”

A Wise Man would say:

   “In this election season, each candidate will say what he/she must to get elected. Too bad that all the people

who really know how to run this country are busy driving taxis and cutting hair!”
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to “move up” to the next level in his learning, he and another of the top students in the yeshivah decided to

take a bechinah (entrance exam) at the renowned Slabodka Yeshivah in the city of Chevron. They came to

the Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Moshe Mordechai Epstein ZT”L, who tested them and then immediately informed

them that they were not accepted into the yeshivah. Surprised and crestfallen, they returned to Petach Tikvah

all the while unable to comprehend for what reason they had been turned down.

    Forty years later, the now world-famous Maggid was asked to speak at a Tzedakah function. The man

introducing him was himself a highly regarded rabbi and he began with the following words: “It is my honor

to intoduce the great tzaddik, R’ Sholom Schwadron, whose tremendous impact on the Torah world is deeply

felt. But before I do I must recount how R’ Sholom’s greatness - indeed his very existence - is a testament to

the foresight of the late Lomza Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Reuven Katz ZT”L, of whom I was a personal friend.

    “Many years ago, he told me the following amazing story: When the two best bochurim in the yeshivah

decided to take a bechinah at the Slabodkah Yeshivah, R’ Reuven was at a loss. On the one hand, he wanted

to see them grow in all areas of Torah scholarship, while on the other hand, he didn’t want them to leave the

yeshivah. Immediately, he sent a letter to the Slabodkah Rosh Yeshivah with an important message: ‘In a few

days, two students from Petach Tikvah will be arriving in Chevron. They are Sholom Schwadron and Ezra

Brazil, the most outstanding students of the yeshivah. I implore you not to accept them into your yeshivah for

I fear that the loss of their tremendous diligence, intelligence and ability to maintain the strong spirit amongst

the students, would have a devastating effect on the Lomza Yeshiva from which it may never recover.

Therefore, I request of his honor, the Rosh Yeshivah, not to accept these bochurim!’”

    The rabbi continued his narration. “R’ Moshe Mordechai followed the advice of his counterpart in Petach

Tikvah and when the boys came before him, he turned them down. In fact, it was not until a little more than a

year later, after the yeshivah had relocated from Chevron to Yerushalayim, that they were finally allowed to

join the Slabodkah Yeshivah.”

    The audience waited expectantly as the rabbi concluded with a sudden thunderous roar: “And do you know

what happened during that fateful year, 5689 (1929)? It is well known that on the 18th of Av, bands of Arab

hoodlums stormed the yeshivah in Chevron and carried out a massacre They were armed with long knives

bent on maximizing death and destruction, and their brutal sadism defied human description. Only a handful

of survivors managed to escape the vicious pogrom.” His eyes ablaze, the rabbi concluded, “Can you imagine

if R’ Reuven would not have sent that message to R’ Moshe Mordechai? Who knows what might have

become of our beloved Maggid? Who knows if the world would have been zoche to benefit from him .....?”

    The irony was not lost on the stunned listeners as R’ Sholom stood up to speak. “Until this day,” he began

quietly, “I never understood why we were not accepted into Slabodkah that first time. Now, I understand!”

 

    ''''eeeekkkkeeee    jjjjnnnnrrrraaaa    jjjjtttt`̀̀̀    ddddxxxxggggiiii    ''''dddd    ddddnnnnllll    xxxxnnnn`̀̀̀iiiieeee    eeeeiiiiwwwwllll`̀̀̀    ''''dddd    iiiipppptttt    zzzz`̀̀̀    ddddyyyynnnn    llllggggiiiieeee((((`̀̀̀iiii----aaaallll)))) 
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    zzzz`̀̀̀eeee    mmmmiiiinnnnyyyydddd    zzzz`̀̀̀    ''''dddd    ddddyyyyrrrr    mmmmiiiinnnniiii    zzzzyyyyyyyy    iiiikkkk
uuuuxxxx`̀̀̀dddd            mmmmeeeeiiiiaaaaeeee    iiiirrrriiiiaaaayyyydddd    yyyyttttppppiiiieeee    zzzzaaaayyyy((((ffffiiii----`̀̀̀llll))))    

    The final letters of these four words: uhcu"oghcav h
ca,pbhu a"  - “And on the seventh day He ceased and

rested,” spell out the word "oh,a" (two). This is an

allusion to the second soul, the vrh,h vnab - extra

spirit, a Jew receives on the day of Shabbos. (R’

Yehudah HaChasid)

    The gemara (zy vmhc) learns out an unusual

adaptation of the word "apbhu": “Rabi Shimon Ben

Lakish said, ‘On Erev Shabbos, Hashem gives a

person an extra spirit (vrh,h vnab), and on Motzei

Shabbos he takes it back from him. Like it says in the

posuk: apbhu ,ca - He ceased (work) and rested; once

he has rested (Shabbos has ended), woe to him who

has lost his soul (apb vsct hu).’” Interestingly enough,

the concept of "apbhu" - the removal of the Neshama

Yeseirah, is first mentioned in the Friday night tefillos

before Shemona Esrai. Why do we recite these words

at the onset of Shabbos, when they are referring to an

act that will take place at the conclusion of Shabbos?

  The holy Ba’al Shem Tov ZT”L responds by noting

an integral element of the human psyche. A person can

only experience pure pleasure if he knows that it

cannot last. If one believes that the joy he feels from

an action or an object will last indefinitely, human

nature dictates that he will no doubt come to take that

joy for granted. On the other hand, if he knows all too

well that the pleasure he is enjoying is fleeting, he will

utilize every resource to ensure his complete satisfact-

ion. Thus, right when Shabbos begins, we recite "apbhu"
with the understanding that our pure and celestial

“extra soul” will leave us after Shabbos, and in this

manner we will come to appreciate it even more over

the course of the coming holy day.   

                                xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    zzzz`̀̀̀    iiiizzzzppppggggeeee    jjjjiiiippppttttllll    ''''dddd    mmmmyyyyaaaa    iiiizzzz`̀̀̀xxxxwwwweeee
    mmmmggggxxxx`̀̀̀    xxxxyyyy`̀̀̀    zzzz`̀̀̀    iiiizzzznnnnggggxxxxeeee    oooogggg`̀̀̀    ((((hhhhiiii----bbbbllll))))    

    The ohnjrv ,usn d"h - Thirteen Attributes of Mercy,

is a fundamental component of the Almighty’s ruling

authority over His earthly subjects. Yet, the posuk

explicitly details that Hashem will only invoke these

attributes of kindness when He so desires. Explains the

Mahara”l M’Prague, R’ Yehudah Loewy ZT”L,

Hashem makes it very clear that there is no guarantee

of a favorable response to the invocation of the

Thirteen Attributes. On the contrary, He will use them

to show favor to  Bnei Yisroel only when He desires to. 

    However, R’ Moshe Cordovero ZT”L (Tomer

Devorah) approaches the words of the posuk from an

entirely opposite angle. The Medrash states: “Hashem

showed Moshe all the treasures in which the rewards

of the righteous are stored away. Later, Moshe saw a

huge treasure and inquired: ‘To whom is this great

treasure?’ Hashem responded, ‘Unto him who does

not have (good deeds to his credit), I supply freely and

I help him from this pile.” There are people who are

unworthy and evil, and yet Hakadosh Boruch Hu has

mercy upon them. There is a storehouse of grace from

which He graciously dispenses free gifts to them, for

Hashem looks at the merits of their fathers and the

oath He made to them that even when their children

will be unworthy, they will be shown grace.

    This is what Chazal learn out from this posuk:

“‘And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious’ - 

Even when he may not deserve it.” (/z ,ufrc) Even a

wicked individual, who surely deserves no grace, is

shown mercy, for he is, after all, a child of Avrohom,

Yitzchok and Yaakov. We too, should emulate His

ways and not behave cruelly towards them, but rather

conceal their shame and have mercy upon them.

llllyyyynnnn:   A dispute broke out in the town of Carlsbad,
about using an organ in the Synagogue on Shabbos.
R’ Shmuel Muhliver ZT”L had just arrived in town
and the liberals, thinking that R’ Shmuel was a
modern rabbi who would understand their line of
thinking, turned to him for his vote of approval.
   R’ Shmuel said to them, “I will tell you a true story
that happened in Bialystok. A great fire broke out in
the home of a very wealthy citizen and all his
worldly possessions went up in smoke. He was left
penniless and destitute. This man had a brother who
was not too bright, but he was a successful musician. 
  “When the brother came to visit, he found the entire

family crying, wailing and bemoaning the great
tragedy that had struck them. Smiling, the musician
said to them: ‘You know, you have wonderful voices,
and were you to get together and harmonize your cries
and wails, a beautiful symphony would emerge. You
must divide the parts among you and work together in
order to produce a masterpiece, instead of wasting
your precious time and voices on tears!’”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Said R’ Shmuel, “A Jew, who comes to Shul to
spill out his heart to his Creator, and to bewail his
destitute fate before his Maker, certainly does not
need the harmony and rhythm of his prayers to be
disturbed by the accompaniment of an organ!”
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((((bbbbkkkk----bbbbllll))))    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    eeee`̀̀̀xxxxiiii    ̀̀̀̀ llll    iiiipppptttteeee    iiiixxxxgggg`̀̀̀    zzzz`̀̀̀    zzzziiii`̀̀̀xxxxeeee    iiiittttkkkk    zzzz`̀̀̀    iiiizzzzxxxxqqqqddddeeee        
   The Chasam Sofer, R’ Moshe Sofer ZT”L, comments that we can understand the true purpose of

historical events only after they take place. This is implied in the posuk, “And you shall see My back” - this

teaches us that the Holy One Blessed be He, showed Moshe the knot of His tefillin. (/z ,ufrc) The knot of

Hashem’s tefillin signifies Klal Yisroel’s eternal attachment to the Almighty even though we may not realize

His Providential involvement and Divine intervention in our lives until much later on.

    The famed Maggid of Yerushalayim, R’ Sholom Schwadron ZT”L, was orphaned from his saintly father

at the tender young age of 7. Instead of wallowing in his misery, he dedicated his life to the pursuit of Torah

and Yiras Shomayim, and by the age of 16, he was already considered the best bochur in the Lomza Yeshivah

in Petach Tikvah, under the tutelage of the Rosh Yeshivah, R’ Reuven Katz ZT”L. Feeling that it was time


