
     turchs tka 'ojca ubsnk o,ubd lu,n - oukak urcs ukfh tku :h"ar
ukhpta ',ughcmv ,shn ka v,ughrd vkd,n itf /ckc ,jtu vpc ,jt
ckc sjtu vpc sjt ,uhvk n"n ',eukjnv sutn thv vrunju vgurda
uk kt 'rjt ostk vtba uzht ostk ah ot lfku 'gurd r,uh sug vz
uhkg tkt 'ung oukac tuvu 'uk tbua ubht ukhtf ',uejua ohbp ,utrvk
,ugsv heukhj ,t cahhku utbua og ,cak 'uaruac rcsv ,t ie,k

/u,tba ,t ehxpvk lht ohfrs apjku 'ovhbhc
:k"zu (/z ihrsvbx) wndv h"pg ',eukjnv ka v,ughrdc itfn ohsnuk sug  
juurs iuhf 'thns teshcs trubhmk thns trdh, htv :tbuv cr rnt"
uhpdt kga ,usak tmuh tuva ohngp ksd rvbvaf" :k"z h"arpu '"juur
ubht cuau chjrnu lkuv 'shn un,ux ubht otu 'ohbye ,urubhmu ohrdhb ihgf
 ,hatr rnukf iusn ,hatr ohn ryup tre rntes ubhhvu 'un,uxk kufh

ryp unf j,up ryup 'ohn ryupk vnus vchrnu iusn ,hatr - iusn
oes iuhf 'tknds tsudk hns :rnt tahae hhct" /(ch 'dh ,una) "ojr
',ugbgbn - ovhkg ihxrusaf vkhj,c rad ka ihps" :k"zu h"arpu /"oe
- vyyec vcrn ostaf hnb hfvu 'inuenc ,ugcebu ,uezj,n ;uxu
ekujk ah ,eukjnv ,khj,c 'rnukf /"tepb tren tku 'vtcu ,ezj,n

'urhcj kg vnhbp uckc er kufh ubht eru rsrs,n f"jt /oukac u,t rcsk
u,tba lu,n urhcj ,t durvk ukhpt kduxna sg ghdnu 'stn rcsv
kg uckc vtba ukmt ,mmub,n era ost vturaf 'ifk /uhpkf vkusdv
/ubruah hn u,hrjt - tk ot hf 'vtbav ,t shn rumgk kfv vagh 'urhcj

kjun hbhrv" 'vbhav hbpk vkhk kfc rnuk ohbunsev ubeh, lf oak    
kfc ,eukjnv ,t rumgk hsf o,rynu '"h,ut yhbevu xhgfva hn kfk

vhvh rapt hta cmnk sg yap,vk vk ,,k tku 'vkhk/vehxpvk 

         ,ca ,urb ,eksv4:10 - 
     8:55 - t"nqgna ,thre inz
       t"rdvqgna ,thre inz 9:31 -
     vkhp, inz ;ux qt"rdv 10:18 -
   4:28 - ,cav ouh ka vnjv ,ghea
 5:18 - chrgn qohcfufv ,tm e"amun

o, ubhcr ,yhak q ohcfufv ,tm - 5:40

    k c,'ohn uc ihta gsuh hbht 'er rucvu rntba gnann" :k"zu h"ar
'ihcvk ahu /"uc ah ohcregu ohajb kct uc iht ohn 'ohn uc iht k", vn
hkutu 'wohn uc ihtw er cu,f tkv 'uc ah ohcregu ohajba h"ar gsh lht

 ?ohrjt ohrcs uc uhv
v c,fu    ohnfj h,paw'uc ah ohcregu ohajba gsh h"ara 'hk vtrb" :w

ohrcs uc uhv ota 'wer rucvuw-ohkhnv ,t r,ux ubht euhsv zta iuhf
ohcregu ohajb uc uhv ot od kct 'wehr rucvuw rnuk rapt lht ohrjt
xbfhvk ohcregu ohajb ka ifrsa iuhf 'wehr rucvuw rnuk rapt ihhsg
ohngpka iuhfn kct 'ufu,c inzv kf obhtu rucv ka ohesxu ihrujc

 /wuc ah ohcregu ohajbwa rnuk esmuh 'rucv lu,k ohxbfb ift ov
t,ht vbvs 'vfubj ihhbgc ,pxub vars kt uz vars uprhm k"zj vbvu    
vkuxp vnt ohragn vkgnk vjhbva vfubj ka rb" (:t"f) ,ca  wndc
rucvu rntba gnann 'wohn uc iht ehr rucvuw ch,fs htn wudu rntu 'wufu
iht ohn 'ohn uc iht rnuk sunk, vn tkt 'ohn uc ihta gsuh hbht 'ehr
hba ihc ,ufhhav ihcvk oharpnv utkbu /"uc ah ohcregu ohajb kct uc

w wg) /vkt ohrntnihkcukn ivfv eusm wrk '[z"b] wvkhk hxhxr(
vfubj rbw gusn rthca h"ar hrcs osevc ,ufhhav ,t rtck ahu
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tbhg vc tyka tks" :c,fa 'wvkuxp vnt ohragn vkgnk vjhbva
ahu /wvfubj rbwc wvhhtrw ka ihhbg aha rtucnu /"wufu vnt ohragn vkgnk
uc vagba asenca vrubnk rfz ie,b wvfubj rbwa ouan ,tza 'rnuk
ka rut gpauv vrubnv rut jufn hrvu '([;"hrv hpsc /y] i"rc wg) xbv

w wg) ktrahk vp kgca vru,rcs engvvbhhbga '(vum, ,arp ahr 'w
rfz ie,b wvfubj rbwa iuhfu 'enugk wv rcs ,t w,hkfa vhhtrw-,utrk

/wvhhtrwv ihhbg ,t uc ah ifku 'uz vgpav f"d uc ah vrubnk
rvzhvk uhkg 'enugk wv rcs ,t ,utrk ,ufzk vmur ostv ot vbvu    
rut ,t dhavk kufh ubht ztu 'wgrwv ,t ufu,k ,uxhbfnv ,uruxt ,uhtrn
ohnk vkanba vru,v ubhhv] ohnw gusn 'hbav rntnc znrb vzu /vru,v
ubhhv 'wuc ah wgrwv-ohcregu ohajbwa iuhf 'wostcw-uc iht [(/z ,hbg, wg)

/,uruxt ,uhtr h"g grv ,t ufu,k xhbfva
ihtuw :wukkv ,urbvw ka vkhpc ohrnuta vnc vbuufv uza ';hxuvk ahu     
rutc an,avk ,uraptv ,t ubk ihta ubhhv 'wovc an,avk ,uar ubk
o,utrkw f"t wtktw '[wvru,v rutw ubhhv wvrubnv rutwa] udhavku vru,v
,uruxt ,utrn vtrb tku 'vru,v hp kg er vtrba ubhhv] wsckc
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llllyyyynnnnpppp: The story of Yehudah and Tamar details the low

point in Yehudah’s life. Yet, at the same time, it proves his

greatness, for when he was publicly confronted with his

misdeed, he did not shy away and make excuses; rather, he

           
       A SERIES IN HALACHAH
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Halachos Pertaining to the Chanuka “Torah” Table

Eating Before Chanuka Candles. One may not start a meal

within half an hour before the 3 candle-lighting times (1) (sunset,

15-20 minutes after sunset, or ,tm, according to his custom). A

meal is defined as more than the volume of an egg of bread or

mezonos, or even less bread or mezonos with other foods that

resemble a meal and not a snack (2). Many poskim rule that if a

wife is waiting for her husband at home to light and exempt

her, she cannot start a meal (3). Even if one is traveling at

nightfall and cannot light till arriving, he cannot start a meal (4). 

Festive Meals/Parties. Unlike Purim, there is no absolute
obligation to celebrate and thank Hashem for the miraculous

military victory, with a festive meal or party. Rather, according

to Shulchan Aruch (5), the salvation from the spiritual danger is

prompted the sages to set up Hallel, Al Hanisim and menorah

lighting as suitable expressions of celebration and thanks. It is,

however, proper at some time(s) to celebrate with a meal or

party for a number of reasons. 1- Bnei Yisroel had finished the

building of the Mishkan in the desert in Kislev and planned a

feast of celebration during Kislev. Hashem, for certain reasons,

wanted them to postpone it till Nisan. The original idea to hold

a feast of gratitude in Kislev comes out in action now by

celebrating Chanukah in this same month (6). 2- After the
Chanukah miracle, the Jews rebuilt and rededicated the Bais

Hamikdosh and celebrated. We also celebrate with a meal as a

stopped and recognized what he had done and why it was

so - and then he publicly accepted blame. Yehudah

represents the Malchus (royalty) of Bnei Yisroel, because

he rose above his brothers by the way he dealt with his sin.

 `"hily cltyxid jexa d"en z`n     
  qhiid cplailw ,l`xyi zad` ldwc ax 

remembrance of their simcha (7). 3- There is another opinion (8)

that argues on the Shulchan Aruch and holds that the sages did

indeed set up a Yom Tov-like celebration sometime during

Chanukah. One should sing Hashem’s praises during the meal

and that way it is certainly a  vumn ,sugx (9).

Chanukah Foods. It is customary to eat cheese at least once

during Chanukah to remember a related salvation where cheese

was used to tire and kill an enemy general (10). Also customary,

is to eat potato latkes, since they are made with oil. If they are

made from pureed potatoes the beracha is "kfva". If by mistake

"vnstv" was recited, it suffices. If they are made from chopped
or grated potatoes the correct beracha is "vnstv". If apple sauce

is eaten with the latkes, it is secondary to the latkes and does not

require its own beracha. Even if some apple sauce is left over

and eaten separately, it does not need a beracha. If one eats a

larger amount separately it needs its own beracha which is ".gv"
by most home-made sauces that have little pieces and "kfva" by

most commercial sauces that are pureed or fully crushed (11).

ohxhbv kgu - V’Al Hanisim. In every bentching during Chanuka

one mentions Chanuka. If one forgot to say “V’Al Hanisim” it

never invalidates the bentching, even on Shabbos where the

meal is an obligation because of Shabbos. The very first time on

Chanuka when one recites “V’Al Hanisim,” either in davening
or bentching, he is not allowed to say it by heart relying on

memory from previous years (12).
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R’ Menachem Mendel Morgenstern ZT”L (Kotzker Rebbe) would say:

    “If an action must be kept secret, it is not based on truth. As we see after the brothers threw Yosef into the pit,

Yehudah rescued him by saying, ‘What will we gain if we kill our brother and conceal his blood?’ If we need to hide the

death of Yosef and conceal his blood through our secret, then it is clear that our actions are not completely honest.”    

The Gerrer Rebbe, R’ Yehudah Aryeh Leib Alter ZT”L (Sefas Emes) would say:
    “Chazal teach us that the placement of the Chanukah lights is by the door. Thus, the Mezuza is on the right, the

Menorah is on the left, and man with his Talis and Tzitzis is in the middle. This corresponds to the three dimensions:

space, time, and spirit. The manifestation of Hashem’s holiness must encompass all three. Space: The Mezuza brings

holiness into the space of a household. Time: The Chanukah lights are within the holy period of the year in which we

celebrate. Spirit: Tzitzis and Talis represent the special soul of the Jewish people. This is what the Greeks were fighting

for, to rob us of our special dimensions. Therefore, we publicize our uniqueness by lighting the lamp near the door.”

A Wise Man would say:

    “Success is getting what you want. Happiness is wanting what you get. Amusement is Happiness for those who can’t think.”
SPECIAL MAZEL TOV TO MR & MRS BEINISH MANDEL ON THE BAR MITZVAH OF THEIR SON YITZY i"p



    zzzziiiiaaaaaaaa    mmmmyyyy    zzzziiiiaaaadddd    iiiiyyyypppp`̀̀̀nnnn    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀    ooooiiii`̀̀̀eeee    eeeezzzzkkkk`̀̀̀llllnnnn    zzzzeeeeyyyyrrrrllll    ddddzzzziiiiaaaadddd    ̀̀̀̀ aaaaiiiieeee    ddddffffdddd    mmmmeeeeiiiiddddkkkk    iiiiddddiiiieeee((((`̀̀̀iiii----hhhhllll))))
    Chazal tell us that the greatness of Yosef Hatzaddik was established when he was a lowly slave in Egypt and

confronted by the wife of Potiphar. Although he was given every opportunity to sin and his master’s wife could have even

helped his situation had he gone along with her wishes, he immediately and adamantly refused her. Yosef was protected

by his father Yaakov, who suddenly appeared to him in a vision. When he looked up and recognized the "ubeuhs ,uns" -
Comparative likeness, of his father, he held himself back from sinning!  The Sages laud him for this great act, and he is
hereby given the honorary title of “Yosef Hatzaddik.” But we remain with a question: If Yosef saw the image of his holy

father, of course he is not going to sin! How could he with such an image in mind? If so, why is he called a Tzaddik from

this episode? He should be called a Tzaddik if his father’s image did NOT appear to him and he still overcame the test!

   R’ Simcha Sheps ZT”L explains that when a person is exceedingly careful in a certain area of Avodas Hashem  and

adamantly refuses to be swayed, Hashem will send that person extra special protection. Hashem will turn over heaven and

earth if need be, to make sure the person doesn’t fall! This is what happened with Yosef. It wasn’t his father’s image that

miraculously saved him; it was his own excellence in the area of Tznius and Kedushas Haguf (sanctifying his body) that

allowed him to merit Hashem’s protection against sinning, by showing him his father’s image! Thus, it was due to his

own toil and righteousness in Avodas Hashem, that is he known to all future generations as Yosef Hatzaddik!

    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    iiiippppaaaa    ddddllllyyyyllll    ddddiiiizzzzzzzzpppp    ̀̀̀̀ llll    ooookkkk    llllrrrr    iiiikkkk    iiiippppnnnnnnnn    ddddwwwwccccvvvv    xxxxnnnn`̀̀̀iiiieeee    ddddcccceeeeddddiiii    xxxxkkkkiiiieeee((((eeeekkkk----ggggllll))))

     The following story is said to have taken place during the 1200’s. The Second Crusade was under way. Thousands of

peasants became soldiers overnight and marched across Europe to fight the Muslims who had conquered the Holy Land.
It was an adventure for them, and their religious leaders promised them great rewards if they were successful. So the

ignorant peasants banded together and marched - and the first thing they did was massacre the Jews wherever they went.
   The ancient community of Eisenstadt, Germany, was a proud and vibrant kehillah; yet they now lay directly in the path

of the marauding crusaders. The Jews, terrified and frantic, ran to their rabbi for advice. Calmly, the rabbi replied, “It is
late in the afternoon. Let us assemble in the shul for Mincha/Maariv prayers. As Hashem wishes, so shall be our fate.”

   Swiftly the men, women and children came to the shul. The davening that afternoon was unlike any other. Every word
was said slowly, clearly, tearfully, from the worshipers who were facing massacre and death, The children did not know

what was happening, but the fright and terror of their parents spread to their hearts. The shammas bolted and barricaded
the heavy doors. There was no need to leave the doors open any more. Every Jew in Eisenstadt was inside that shul.

    It was the first night of Chanukah. Whatever will happen, the first candle must be lit! The rabbi motioned to the
shammas, who nodded and brought a box of candles. Then the rabbi walked toward the menorah that always stood on a

shelf on the south wall  - but it was gone! What had happened to it? But there was no time to think about that now. The
mob would be here at any moment. Men, women and children cried and wailed. The rabbi went up before the Ark and

asked for silence. The trembling assembled looked up, wondering what the rabbi would say in these, their final moments.
    “Tonight,” the rabbi began, “is the beginning of Chanukah. At this time many years ago, our forefathers were saved

from a terrible fate. Tonight we cannot celebrate this holiday, because our menorah is lost. But if we are worthy, another
Chanukah miracle can happen tonight. Even when the sword lies on the throat of a Jew, he does not give up hope. We

are Hashem’s children so we must not give up hope. Until the last moment let us pray; and if that moment should come,
let us know and understand that it is the will of the Holy One, Blessed is He. Let us meet our death as loyal Jews!”

    Everyone remained silent. Then the shammas suddenly cried out, “Now, I remember!” Everyone looked at him,
startled. He went on, “There is another menorah in the Aron. I know I saw it, but I couldn’t remember where.” 

    He opened the Aron and reached down into the left-hand corner. His hand grasped the menorah and pulled. The
menorah wouldn’t budge. It stuck fast. He tried to turn it. And strangely, it turned freely. He looked down and couldn’t

believe his eyes. The platform in front of the Aron, on which he was standing, was moving inward. Below was a stone
staircase. Like an electric shock the news spread through the crowd. The rabbi and the shammas began directing

everyone down the stairs, and as each one went down, he took with him one of the Sifrei Torah from the Aron.
   When the last person had descended, the rabbi calmly shut the doors of the Aron, went down the stairs, and pulled the

platform board to its regular position. As he did so, the shul doors crashed and splintered. While the mob let their wrath out
on the empty seats, the Jews walked along an underground tunnel until they reached a large chamber, with ladders all

around leading to trap doors. But before the people could rest, the rabbi said, “In peril we turned to our Creator; now we
must thank Him. Let us say Hallel.” In that underground room cut out in the earth, they all recited Hallel with great fervor.

   Afterwards, the rabbi made two indentations in the chamber’s wall with his fingers. In each he stuck a candle, and lit
the top one. With tears in his eyes, he chanted the blessings for the Chanukah candles and then lit the other candle. While

the menorah burned brightly, lighting up the dim chamber, no one spoke. They just gazed at the candles and seemed to
absorb what it was saying - the message of Chanukah - the promise of rescue to those who deserve it.
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                                eeeeddddllll`̀̀̀yyyyiiiieeee    ddddccccyyyyaaaa    ddddrrrrzzzz    ddddppppddddeeee    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀    eeeedddd`̀̀̀vvvvnnnniiiieeee    
yyyywwwwaaaazzzz    ddddnnnn    xxxxnnnn`̀̀̀llll    yyyyiiii`̀̀̀dddd    ''''eeeebbbbeeee                                                        ((((eeeehhhh----ffffllll))))

    Yosef is sent by his father to visit his brothers, who are

tending the family’s sheep in the open pasture. He cannot

seem to find them until a mysterious stranger finds Yosef,

and tells him where he can locate his brothers. Because of

the intervention of this unknown "aht" - the rest of the story

unfolds. The brother’s sell Yosef; a 22-year separation from

his father; his torturous Egyptian existence, culminating in
triumph as viceroy of Egypt; the reuniting and reconciliation

of Bnei Yaakov. All this would not have occurred without

the appearance of this stranger. So ... who was he?

    Rashi believes that the stranger was the Angel Gavriel,

sent by Hashem to influence the course of events. However,

the Ramba”n disagrees: “It was prepared for him (Yosef) a

human guide, unbeknownst to him, in order to lead him into

the hands (of his brothers). This is to teach us that man’s

diligence is futile, and only Hashem’s decree is valid. This is

the teaching of Chazal that the man was an ‘Angel’ -

meaning he was fulfilling Hashem’s mission, for His

decrees are always realized.” Ramban teaches us that all of
the “chance” occurrences that life brings us, all of the

strangers we may encounter, are to be viewed as “angels,”

seen in the perspective of our relationship to our Creator.

   R’ Berel Wein Shlit’a comments that the modernity of

Western Civilization pretty much did away with the concept

of a personal G-d. Man thinks he is the sole arbiter of his

fate; G-d no longer plays a major role in human affairs. And

since we are empty of belief, we recoil at meeting

“strangers” - or Heavenly “Angels” - who constantly intrude

upon the pursuit of our goals. We don’t understand the

message that is being sent to us. The wise person looks for

Divine aid in every occurrence and meeting of life. We
should be alert to the next “stranger” that we meet.

         EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS
     ON THE WEEKLY MIDDAH OF ...

zzzz`̀̀̀    eeeeiiiippppcccc`̀̀̀    zzzzyyyy`̀̀̀    ̀̀̀̀ yyyyzzzzeeee    ddddllll`̀̀̀dddd    mmmmiiiixxxxaaaaccccdddd    xxxxgggg`̀̀̀    iiiiddddiiiieeee        
    ''''eeeebbbbeeee    iiiinnnnrrrr    ddddaaaakkkkyyyy    xxxxnnnn`̀̀̀zzzzeeee    ssssqqqqeeeeiiii    llll`̀̀̀    ddddiiiippppiiiirrrr                ((((ffff----hhhhllll))))    

       The wife of Potiphar enticed Yosef day after day, but

he would not listen to her. The more he turned her down,

the more she repeated her vile request on a daily basis. As

for Yosef, he surely considered various ways of escaping

his dangerous predicament. If he told his master what his

wife was thinking, he would not be believed since,

according to the Medrash, she was held to be a modest
woman. Hence, he would be heavily punished for

slandering an Egyptian “lady” of the highest circles. To

flee was impossible, for no slave could flee Egypt. Plus, his

conscience forbade his fleeing a master who had paid a

high price for him and treated him excellently.

    Therefore, says R’ Zalman Sorotzkin ZT”L (Oznaim

L’Torah), Yosef placed his trust in Hashem and waited for

a miracle from Heaven. Because he “did not listen to her,”

he merited salvation, as is the case for all who successfully

avoid temptation (/n ihaushe). Then, Potiphar’s wife

slandered him, and even grabbed his clothing, but Potiphar

did not believe it. In fact, the garment’s remaining in her
hands as evidence worked out to Yosef’s benefit. When

Potiphar presented Yosef’s case to the Egyptian priests,

they said that if the garment was ripped in front, it meant

Yosef had attacked Potiphar’s wife, and she had ripped his

garment. If it was ripped from behind, it meant he had fled

and she had chased him and grabbed it from behind.

      The garment was brought, and seeing that it was ripped

from behind, the priests exonerated Yosef, adding only that

Potiphar should have Yosef imprisoned out of respect for

his wife. Thus, Yosef abandoning the garment saved him

from death (adhu - ohbez caun). Rather than killing him,

Potiphar imprisoned him to pacify his wife and friends.
From this prison, Yosef later went on to rule Egypt.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF       

R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO    

llllyyyynnnn: Towards the end of his life, a life of righteousness

that lasted into his ninety-third year, the holy Rimnitzer

Rebbe, R’ Chaim Zanvil Abramowitz ZT”L, was frail

and weak. His gabbaim were always hovering nearby to

ensure that he did not fall due to his frailty and they were
always at his side to assist him when he walked.

   It happened, though, that the Rebbe was once walking

down the stairs into his yard, when he slipped and fell

down the few remaining steps.

    Everyone rushed to his side. The onlookers gasped at

the sight of the Rimnitzer Rebbe sprawled out on the

ground, while his gabbaim scrambled to try to help him up.

The Rebbe, however, refused their help.

   Members of his household hurried over to him, asking

anxiously, “Is the Rebbe hurt? Does it hurt very badly?”
    But the Rebbe shook his head. “No, no,” he said

   Surprised, they asked, “If the Rebbe is not hurt, why

doesn’t he stand up?”

    The Rebbe looked at his family members and then at his

gabbaim. “I’m sitting down to figure out why I fell!”
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