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"B919 125 N oY’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (125)
Honoring a Talmid Chacham: Obligations. Previously, we
have discussed the obligations incumbent on a Talmid Chacham,
or one who is looked upon by others as a Talmid Chacham in
his community, to conduct himself in a way that brings honor to
his status as a representative of the Torah. This includes the way
he dresses, his mannerisms and how he talks to people, etc. We
will now list a number of the details, with many sources coming
from the Rambam (). He starts off with the famous words:
“Just as a Chacham is different in his level of wisdom, so
should he be different in his actions - eating, drinking, taking
care of his needs, speaking, walking, dressing, business
activities - and all his deeds should be pleasant and perfect.”
Eating and Drinking. A Talmid Chacham should eat at home,
not out in the street in front of all, unless there is a pressing need .
Even though this is undesirable for everyone as well (3), the Beis
Yosef @) explains that a Talmid Chacham has to act better than
everyone else and not eat in the street, even when there are very
few people around to see him. Others add that normal people
only have to refrain from a proper bread-meal in the street,
whereas a Talmid Chacham should even refrain from a snack,
see Frankel Rambam.

1) In general, even not in front of others, the Rambam (5) writes
that a Talmid Chacham should not over-eat, or eat like a
glutton. He should eat the right amount to keep himself healthy.

2) He should not “party” too much, but rather just celebrate
properly at mitzvah meals, like a chasuna, bris, siyum, etc.

3) Even though a Talmid Chacham should not eat in the midst
of a group of ignorant people ), if there will be some spiritual
uplifting or benefit for them to do so, it is justified 7).

4) He should not get intoxicated in front of ignorant people @).
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Talking. A Talmid Chacham should never scream but rather:

1) He should talk in a calm, cheerful manner ©).

2) He should always be first to greet people kindly and judge
them favorably, causing him to speak positively about all (10).

3) His words should be true and accurate without exaggeration.

4) He should not talk with ladies in the street, even with his own
wife, sister or daughter (11).

Walking. A Talmid Chacham should not walk with an arrogant

upright posture (12. Even though this is prohibited for all people

(13), that is only when they walk 4 Amos.

1) A Talmid Chacham must refrain for even a lesser distance (14).

2) He should not run in the street. He should walk with a brisk,
purposeful manner as one who is occupied with serious matters.

BIFT ID 9397 - DT 13
“KaChatzos HaLavIa”- Is there an exact time? - Bechoros 17b
In our Gemara we discuss the topic of “Efsher L'tzamtzaim.” Rabbi}
Yose Haglili holds that 2 actions can happen simultaneously, while the
Rabanan hold they cannot. According to Rashi, the Rabanan hold 2
actions cannot physically take place at exactly the same time, while
Tosfos leamns that they hold that while 2 actions might happen precisely
atthe same time, we cannot be so accurate as to see or calculate it.
The Minchas Chinuch discusses this and teaches us a lesson in
mitzvah performance. Even the Rabanan who hold “ly Efshar ..”, when
one needs to do a mitzvah, he is required to measure to the best of his
abilities. This is relevant to mitzvos or issurim that have a shiur (i.e.
eating a k'zayis) associated with their performance. Since we are not
angels (mwin »xond mrm Xo nmnn), all we can do is measure it to
the best of our human abilities. If it is a stand-alone mitzvah and not
dependent upon a measurement, like our case of 2 Bechorim born
simultaneously, then the Rabanan would say that the Torah is precise
in what it considers a definite Bechor and these 2 remain a doubt.

e VDU TVHT R
R’ Mordechai Leib Zaks z¢’l (Rav of Zichron Moshe) would say:

92702 PYVYN NN NDWI NI YINON ONNY D2 NN YOy PYwn VY - The Mishna in Yoma (6-4) tells us that '0owy» »»p> - the
precious and most beloved of Jerusalem would accompany the man tasked with leading the Swty> Pyw to the desert cliff
where it was thrown off to atone for the sins of the Jewish people. Why would these noteworthy members of society leave
their honorable places in the Bais HaMikdash which they surely held, in order to walk for miles in the hot desert to watch
the goat being killed? Why didn’t they stay and watch the Kohen Gadol and the other holy services of Yom Kippur? Perhaps
the lesson here is that accompanying another Jew and doing chessed is more valuable even than the avodah on Yom Kippur
in the Bais HaMikdash! It is not for naught that these wonderful Baalei Chessed were called »»p> - most precious.”

R’ Avraham Borenstein of Sochatchov z¢”’l (Avnei Nezer) would say:

‘1AW OT NINN YND AW 07820 XD TN SNX NNA ORY - If a person offers a korban not in its rightful place in the Ohel
Moed, he has done the opposite of what the korban was meant for. Instead of sacrificing himself for Hashem, '"7ov D7 -
all he has done is spilled the innocent blood of the animal, and his korban is worthless.”

A Wise Man would say: ‘“‘Hardship often prepares ordinary people for an extraordinary destiny”
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The parsha discusses many of the halachos of the Yom Kippur service and prefaces it all with the understanding that
all these laws were given over to Moshe Rabbeinu, “after the death of the two sons of Aharon, who came close before
Hashem and perished.” R’ Elya Lopian z¢t”’l explains based on the Gemara in Moed Katan (28) that "n1950 ©p» 18 non” -
the passing of the righteous, achieve atonement for Klal Yisroel. Indeed, it is possible to have more than one Yom Kippur
during the course of the year. The passing of a Tzaddik atones for his immediate family. A great Tzaddik can effect
atonement even for his community. If a Gadol Hador, a preeminent leader of the generation, passes away, it atones for the
sins of the entire generation. This is the explanation of the words, "mwa nnX" - “once a year.” The Torah implies to us that
only Yom Kippur should occur once a year, for it provides the atonement our neshamos need annually. In other words, we
should not need the additional effect of a Tzaddik’s passing to remove the taint caused by our sins.

This week marks the shloshim of the heilige Tzaddik, the Skulener Rebbe, R’ Yisroel Avraham Portugal z¢£”’l, on 25
Nisan. The Rebbe of Klal Yisroel, as he was known, touched so many hearts of our nation and this sentiment was reflected
in the massive crowds of mourners who participated in the dual levayos after the Rebbe’s passing - one in Boro Park and
the other in Monsey - followed by the burial in Monsey at which many more thousands of people came to escort the
Tzaddik to his final resting place. Due to the huge crush of people, Hatzala, Chaverim, the local Police Department and
other volunteer organizations, mobilized to keep the roads moving and the thousands of mourning attendees safe.

One of the senior members of Hatzala in Rockland County related that during the kevurah, he was unable to approach
the burial site as he was manning a post along the funeral route. Although he very much wished to be more involved in the
levaya, he was duty-bound to stay at his post until the funeral was complete and the crowds had dissipated.

The levaya was on Tuesday afternoon and even Wednesday, many people continued to gather at the Skulener Rebbe’s
kever, as Chazal tell us that the neshama of a Tzaddik remains hovering above his gravesite for the seven days of shiva. On
Thursday morning, Yom Kippur Katan, this Hatzala member was driving past the cemetery and decided to stop and make
it his business to go to the kever of the Rebbe and daven. Aside from a number of other people he normally davened for, he
specifically mentioned the name of an elderly woman, who is quite ill. The woman, in her nineties, is a granddaughter of
R’ Shimon Schwab z#1, and she happens to be one of his mother’s closest friends. They both live in Israel, although not
near each other, and talk to one another on the telephone almost every single day.

The Hatzala member’s mother called him a few days before and told him that a number of weeks ago, her dear friend was
admitted to a hospital in Eretz Yisroel. After a short while, she turned unresponsive and the doctors don’t know what
happened. Her children hurried to be at her bedside for the first week, but again there was no change, and one of her daughters
decided to go back to America. No sooner did she arrive back in the states, when she got a phone call to return right away
because the situation turned bad. The doctors tried many different ways to treat her but all to no avail. They feared the worst.

Early Thursday morning, the man made his way to the newly dug kever of the Skulener Rebbe. He poured out his heart
in prayer and made a “Mi Shebeirach” specifically for the full and complete recovery of his mother’s friend languishing in
a hospital bed in the Holy Land. When he was done, he returned home and went on with his day.

A bit less than three hours later, he got a phone call from his mother in Israel. She surprised him with the wonderful news
that about an hour ago, her dear friend called her out of the blue to tell her that she had woken up and felt much much better.
The doctors came in to check her and they are dumfounded. They have no idea what happened or why her condition went
from being so dire to totally stable. In fact, the woman told her son, they said they were going to release her very soon from

the hospital, as they see no reason to keep her there! The doctors have no clue - but the man is pretty sure he knows ...
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Throughout their rocky history, Malchus Yisroel was in
constant need of reprimand. Amos HaNavi was sent to chastise
the people for persecuting the poor and helpless and indulging
themselves in the pursuit of luxuries. Amos’s position was
unique in that he was fabulously wealthy and could not only
personally help his lesser fortunate brethren, but also
influence the wealthy to show more compassion.

Although Amos’s prophecies were hard to hear, Radak
explains that Amos used a more pleasant tone to end off his
words and rhetorically asked, “Are you not like the Kushim,
children of Israel?” How was this a more pleasant tone? The

Kushim were an enslaved repressed nation who was despised;
why would the great Jewish Nation be compared to them?

Chazal explain that just as a Kushi can always be singled
out on account of the color of his skin, similarly Am Yisroel
will always stand out amongst the nations of the world.

R’ Shamshon Raphael Hirsh z#”l fought the Haskala
movement tenaciously. He would explain that in Egypt, the
Jews stood up against the winds of modernization and held
onto their Jewish names, dress, and language, and Hashem
redeemed them. There have always been “enlightened” people
who think that if the Jews would only act like their neighboring
nations, the horrible suffering and persecution would quickly
end. Sadly, history can attest to the falsehood of this claim.
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From this posuk, Chazal derive the well-known premise that the mitzvos of the Torah were given “to live for and not to die
for.” One must remain alive in order to fulfill mitzvos and therefore, as a result, "> SX) 92y MNP XD DN 12YY DTN N DN -
if a person will force you to subvert the Torah and commit a sin or he will kill you, you must do as he says and not be killed.
Of course, the obvious exceptions to this rule are the three cardinal sins: Idol-worship, murder, and illicit relations.

At a closer glance, the words "o NWY WN" - “that you will do them,” seem superfluous. Wouldn’t it have sufficed
for the Torah to state: "DN2 >M PVAVN NN NPN NN ONMWY' - keep all the mirzvos and live with them? My machshava here
is that the Torah is teaching us a clear lesson in hashkafa and chinuch. Perhaps the deeper meaning of the words "ona>m" is
not just that a Jew is not required to die for most mitzvos; but rather, it is a life lesson, a positive commandment to do the
mitzvos as if your life depended on it. Do the mitzvos in a lively, leibidike way! Not in a robotic, monotonous way.

It is surely the dream of all parents and grandparents, that their children and grandchildren follow in their ways and live as
ehrliche Yidden. There is something much stronger than a mussar shmuess: for the children to receive and internalize the
message properly, they must see how it is done - "Dmx Nwy 9WN". When children observe their father or mother, who may be
utterly exhausted from a long day at work or taking care of the house and the children, extend themselves to go to a shiur, to
be involved in chessed, to help another Yid or family in need, or simply refrain from speaking lashon hara, the children get the
message. There is no greater or more powerful lesson we can give our children than by role modeling the dictum of the Torah,
"D M ONMN NWY WK - to do all the mitzvos ourselves with a 7N - a true energetic lebedikeit! Then we have a greater
chance of continuity of our precious heritage! May we all be zoche to fulfill the words of the Torah and show others our nvn!
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Yon: During a visit to Germany, R’ Simcha Bunim of
Pshischa z¢#”I was accustomed to deliver discourses on
Torah subjects at the Shabbos table for the edification of the
local Jews who joined him in the festive meal. They were,
of course, utterly unused to Eastern European traditions of
chassidic interpretation and style of delivery, and openly
made fun of his discourses. Indignant, his son R> Avraham
Moshe said, “Father, why should you address your divrei
Torah to such freethinkers, such apikorsim?”

“There is nothing I can do about it, my son,” was the
reply. “For the moment, I am aroused to speak divrei Torah
and I become quite oblivious to my surroundings. Next
Shabbos, therefore, when you see that I am moved to
deliver such a discourse, just give me a sign to remind me,

and I will know that that is not the right time to speak.”
EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS

i AAS

The next Shabbos, when R’ Avraham Moshe saw his
father about to deliver another learned discourse, he reminded
him just where they were. Whereupon, R’ Simcha Bunim
countered: “It is only Pharaoh and the Egyptians who may
rightly be called apikorsim, for when Hashem smote them
with the Ten Plagues, Pharaoh said, “Who is the Lord that 1
should listen to His voice?’ But these German Jews cannot
possibly be called apikorsim, for if one of them has as much
as a headache, his first reaction is to cry out Shema Yisroel!”
w3 When the Torah instructs us not to follow the practices
of the Land of Egypt, it was a preface to the parsha of arayos.
However, this is not to dismiss the fact that the mannerisms of
the Egyptians in every possible form, are the antithesis of what
a Jew stands for. An Egyptian is a non-believer, perverse both
in thought and action; a Jew is pure and holy, from his head
to his toes, and every action he does with the body he is given

from Hashem, is meant to produce a Kiddush Hashem.
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R GUITMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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There are many explanations given by the meforshim why Nadav and Avihu died. Some say it was because they were
condescending to Moshe and Aharon, some say they brought an “Aish Zara” and others say it was because they drank wine.
The Daas Zekeinim explains that the reason they died was because they never got married, and the reason they never got
married was because they didn’t think anyone was good enough for them! They said, “Our father’s brother is the King, our
father is the Kohen Gadol, our mother’s brother is the Nasi, we are the assistant Kohanim; is there any woman good enough for
us?” Daas Zekeinim quotes the posuk (Tehillim 78-63): 5570 N7 yn>m1 WX N7oN » N2, referring to the sons of Aharon who
were consumed by fire and refused to marry young beautiful eligible maidens because they didn’t meet their qualifications.

We all hear about the “Shidduch Crisis” in our generation, but many seem to feel that that what we have is really a “Bitachon
Crisis”’! Don’t people realize that shidduchim are all Min Hashamayim? Your hishtadlus is not pushing away the right one! But
how often do people say no to many wonderful proposals because their nose is up in the air and “es past nisht” for them to
make such a shidduch? What will people say if we take such a family? Shidduchim become status symbols rather than a boy or
a girl with whom one can build a beautiful Jewish home. The Steipler z¢#”’l compares finding a shidduch to picking an esrog. If
you still have plenty of time before Yom Tov you can be more selective and find the perfect specimen. But if it’s almost Sukkos
and time is short, you take what is before you. When one is starting shidduchim, they might be a bit selective but if a girl or boy
is starting to get older, then go with what Hashem is sending you! Don’t be too prideful or overthink things! May we all have
the clarity and humility to recognize the right one when Hashem sends it and may everyone find his/her richtiger zivug b’karov!




