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D>w TP, and does not mention the three Avos in the proper order?

The Maggid of Dubno explains with the following parable: A
merchant purchased a large amount of walnuts from a wholesaler and
after weighing the total amount, the wholesaler kindly added on another
sack of nuts as a gift. A bystander saw this and said to the wholesaler,
"You just gave that man a sack of nuts as a gift. Why don't you ever give
me such a gift?" He answered, "This merchant purchased many sacks of
walnuts at the full price so I gave him a little extra as a bonus. However,
you never buy anything from me and yet you ask for a gift?"

Were the Torah to start off mentioning the Pn¥» tn7ax Mo, the sons
of Yishmael and Esav could come and ask that they too be N2 in the

| merit of their fathers. Avrohom was Yishmael's father and Yitzchok was
| Esav's. Therefore Hashem made his main n>2a with Yaakov, the father of
| the YN >0aw. Since YNy and ywy do not have the merits of 2py» in

their favor, they can't ask for the extra ©m>t of Avrohom and Yitzchok.
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It is customary to decorate the N©32N N*2 and one's home with
greenery in honor of Shavuos to remind us of Har Sinai, where the Torah

' | was given, which was surrounded by foliage. This custom is also a

reminder that Shavuos, when fruits of the trees begin to ripen, is a time of
17 - Heavenly judgement, regarding the upcoming fruit harvest and a
time of judgement demands a heightened level of /n nTay through

| davening and learning Torah.

Shavuos is the only Yom Tov mentioned in the Torah on which we are
37 to also partake of dairy foods, especially on the first day.The Possuk
states D21V N2 NYTN NN, The MR YWNA - initial letters of
romawa 'y nwin” form the word avn - Milk. Hence we eat dairy.

THIS ISSUE IS SPONSORED IN HONOR OF
NOACH ELIEZER STRASSBERG &
YAAKOVY MORDECHAI ROSENWASSER

ON THE OCCASION OF THEIR 3RD BIRTHDAY
BY MR. AND MRS. MICHAEL STRASSBERG

110D IWON JND NIPNY T RDD /D3 D78 N7PHT ANDY YD RIINDY |

For information, sponsorship or dedications, call 914-362-4380.




taught us that one who lends money with interest and is financially
supported through usurious loans, will not rise with the rest of the once-
dead Jews, but must remain buried forever.

"It is apparently clear," continued R' Akiva Eiger, "that the deceased
that lay now before us - who was known to lend money with interest all
his life - will retain his burial plot in our city's cemetary for eternity and
will never relinquish this piece of "real estate" forever. In that case, it
would only be fair that those in charge of "leasing" this land should be
allowed to charge a more substantial price, relative to the length of time
that it will be occupied......."

Needless to say, the police chief did not attempt to further involve
himself in this matter.

TORAH GEMS

(3-99) 7439 /11 53N NN SYTPM YINUN SNNAY NN |

R' Moshe Pollack Shlit"a brings down in the name of the holy
Zohar Hakodosh, that the Possuk "Wn >wr1pny’ - And my Sanctuary
you shall revere, is with regard to the proper and reverent behavior that a
Jew must display while in a Shul or ¥y 1o m>a. Of particular mention, is
avoiding the terrible sin of talking ©¥>v1 ©>127 during davening.

The Zohar writes that according to 9730, almost exclusively because
of this terrible Aveirah - in the Great Shul of Alexandria, Egypt, all the
workmen were required to sit separately - each man according to his
particular profession. All the silversmiths would sit in one group, while
the goldsmiths sat in another, the weavers in yet another, the brass
workers, iron layers, etc., as quoted in 1210 /). The reason being, that
every craftsman hates the competitors in his field. Hence, if all the men
involved in the same profession were to sit together, surely they would
keep quiet and not speak to one another during davening!
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Our Chachomom ask: Why does the Torah begin here by mentioning
the 2py> 171 - the covenant with Yaakov Avinu, the third of our max
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In the city of Posen, in western Poland, there lived a very rich man

who earned his considerable wealth through illicit and questionable loans
involving 72 - usury. When this man passed on to the next world and
his family attempted to purchase a burial plot in the local mnapn ma, the
NWTP NN - the city's burial society, in charge of all matters involving
burials and cemetary plots, requested from them an exorbitant amount of
money to bring the dead man to his final resting place. This angered the
rich man's family to no end and they duly filed a complaint with the local
gentile police chief, charging extortion and a miscarriage of justice was

| done to them by the Jewish community as a whole.

The Chief of police was a wise man who did not automatically jump

| to conclusions, and before doing anything else, he visited the home of the
| great Gaon, R' Akiva Eiger ZT"L, the Rov of the city of Posen, to allow

him to explain his side of the story.

R' Akiva Eiger welcomed him in and then began to explain. "We Jews
believe, with a firm belief, in ©>nnn N>>NN - the revival of the dead, when
the Messiah arrives to redeem his people. Therefore, all the newly

| revived people will not need their burial plots and will subsequently
relinquish them. However, our great Rabbis of previous generations hav.
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