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A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A "TORAH" DAY

"0919 135 N oM - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (45)
Learning Mussar. Rosh Hashana and Aseres Yimei Teshuvah
are very appropriate days to devote a discussion to the study of
Mussar, for it helps a person to realize his goal of doing
Teshuvah during this important period of repentance.

Mussar: What to Learn. Regarding the practical way to learn
Mussar, we previously quoted the sources of this obligation
and how one should start with the later Mussar works which
quote earlier sources, gathering the scattered topics into an
organized order, explaining them, and bringing them into
practical application in a down-to-earth manner.

How Much Time? The advice of the Gedolei Hadoros, the
Sages of the generations, is to allot a specific amount of time
daily for the study of Mussar - but not to overdo it. After urging
people to learn Mussar, the Mateh Ephraim (a Posek) writes
() that one should not make Mussar ALL of his learning,
because devoting too much of one’s “brain power” to Mussar
for long periods of time, takes away from the changing effect
that Mussar can have on a person. However, if a person learns a
small amount daily until he feels the urge to improve himself
and thus become closer to Hashem, that is a good idea and the
rest of his learning time should be used for Shas and Poskim.
Indeed, the custom in most Yeshivos is to set aside twenty
minutes or half an hour daily for Mussar seder. The Chasam
Sofer 72"’ used to learn Chovos Halevavos (the classic Mussar
work which includes much of what all the other Mussar
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seforim discuss) for fifteen minutes every day with his students,
before he started his Gemara shiur.

How to Learn it. The basis of how to learn Mussar is derived
from the posuk "Mwyo 72252 Pa3 ™A 12TH PONX NP D' -
“This thing (Torah) is very close to you, it is in your mouth and
in your heart, so that you can fulfill it.” ) Keeping the Torah
and fulfilling the mitzvos is very attainable for it is in your
“mouth and heart” to fulfill it. This posuk teaches us (by
mentioning mouth before heart) that if one utters words of
Torah Mussar with his mouth, his heart will follow along, and
he will begin to actually feel the spoken utterences of his mouth.
If one talks a lot about Emunah, he will have Emunah, and if he
talks a lot about Bitachon, he will have Bitachon. It might take
quite a bit of repetition, but in the end, it sinks in. Therefore, says
R’ Yisroel Salanter z¢”l, leamning Mussar should be with
passionate verbalization of the text, and with repetition.

How this Works. The above method works in two ways. First,
it is natural that "nP39N TN TN NYIPN' - one’s outer actions
and verbalizations make an impression on his inner feelings and
attitudes. Second, it is well known from the Rambam (3) that the
innermost essence of every Yid is to do the 'y, the will of
Hashem, to the greatest extent. Unfortunately, many times this
“will” gets covered up, blocked or even forgotten. The
verbalization of Torah Mussar and Emunah, which covers topics
that inspire a Yid to be better, will bring out into the open, those
very concepts that are often buried deep within him.

seee VAW TIT NRYT

R’ Zalman Guttman shlit’a (Darga Yeseira) would say:

PH 024 (2) 4391 (1)
2999 pYYP) ' 021 (3)

“It is said in the name of the famous Kotzker Rebbe z¢”l, that everything in this world has a purpose, even

"0V WINpY" -

distorted logic. It is meant to be used with a vivid imagination to figure out a way to get people off

m%m%m%m %m%m%m 2Pl Pl

the hook and judge them favorably, to be ™2t 955 y7. On the holy day of Rosh Hashana, there is probably nothing
more important than applying this midah. We must remember that Hashem works ‘midah k’neged midah’ -
measure for measure. Thus, if one will ‘sit in judgment’ and look down on others, Hashem will sit on His Throne
of Judgment looking carefully and even harshly at him. However, if one looks away from people’s faults and
focuses only on the positive, Hashem will do the exact same thing for him! So here’s a bit of ‘legal’ advice: Be

smart and ‘hire” Hashem as your attorney for the Yom Hadin - by judging others favorably!” [ et vpp

Gerrer Rebbe, R’ Yehudah Aryeh Leib Alter z¢”’I (Sefas Emes) would say: - ‘;’;»j: W{’; :A"; .
“Shabbos Shuva is the first Shabbos of the new year and the Jewish people must be ’1";””'1,}1’,1’"”: .”' '

careful in its observance, as Chazal say: ‘Had the Jewish people kept the first Shabbos (in 112 S1amaa oK
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the desert), no nation or people would ever be able to conquer them.’ Since Rosh Hashana
starts the New Year, the first Shabbos of the year ‘sets the tone’ for the rest of the year.”

R’ Yehoshua Leib Diskin z¢£”’I (Mahari’l Diskin) would say:
“Help improve another’s behavior even if the improvement will last a short duration. Yonah
HaNavi saved the city of Ninvei from impending disaster - and that only lasted for 3 months!”
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Hashana, Rav Elyashiv was makpid (extremely careful) to
hear tekias shofar according to all the various opinions.
After davening, he would sit in his room absorbed in his
learning, and people would walk into his house at will. First,
the door opened and a Yemenite baal tokeia entered with a
long, winding shofar in hand. As soon as he saw him, Rav
Elyashiv quickly rose and listened attentively as the shofar
was blown in the unique Yemenite fashion with the long,
undulating sounds of the feruah. He would say, “A
Teiminer tekia iz a chashuve zach veil si shteit in di
Rishonim.” (A Yemenite tekia (sound) is an important thing
(to listen to) because it follows the words of the Rishonim.)
In fact, Rabbeinu Saadia Gaon zt”l describes the
Yemenite manner of fekios as a wavy, billowing sound.)

A few minutes after the Yemenite Baal Tokea exited,
the door would open again and this time another expert
Baal Tokea entered. Once again, Rav Elyashiv would
stand up and listen to the shofar being blown according to
a number of different opinions, including the Chassidishe
way of blowing shevarim. The Rav commented a number
of times, “If there is such a hiddur, then I also want to hear
the tekios according to that hiddur.”

(2w naws) TIPS MOws v TEdN 1Ty SN maw

Mordechai Gifter z£”’l would urge parents to use
Shabbos Shuvah for good purpose in discussing with their
child, at his/her level of understanding, the meaning of the
Yomim Noraim. Stories concerning the Gedolei Yisroel of
the past and their observance of these holy days are a great
source of inspiration and leave an indelible impression upon
a child. The devastating feelings of remorse for having
fallen short of Hashem’s expectations is an integral part of
the Yomim Noraim, and a critical factor in controlling the
influences of one’s ego; yet these emotions can hamper the
healthy spiritual development of the child and must be dealt
with wisely. If done properly, said Rav Gifter, the 10 Days
of Repentance will teach a child that man is the greatest on
his knees in humble submission to Hashem’s will.

Additionally, the great lesson that mistakes and misdeeds
can be rectified through sincere Teshuvah is vital to the
development of a child’s personality. And if the concept of
Teshuvah is painted for the child in his own colors, it will
remain with him as a never-forgotten picture.

The Telzer Rosh Hayeshivah would illustrate this point
with the following personal story: “I remember as a young
bochur in Telz Yeshivah in Lithuania that the month of Elul
was a time of great fear in the town. My friends and I would
sigh with such a feeling of relief when Yom Kippur was
over. This yirah (fear) of the Yomim Noraim was a feeling
that permeated the entire town of Telz like mist after rain.
You could feel it; it penetrated your bones and became a part
of you. We grew up breathing this feeling into our neshamos
the same way one takes in vitamins and minerals with one's
food. It was a spiritual diet. Somehow we need to recapture
this and convey it to our students today.”

(No- 32 B7) . DRI T 55 3 1By oan e

The word "ny" - “Rock™ is a term used to connote
strength and might. When Hashem must act harsh and
severe to punish man, He acts in a manner of "omn"’ -
“simpleness,” 91215. ("DN" means both “simple” and
“perfect”) Just as a "on" does not know from cheating and
fraud, Hakadosh Baruch Hu acts as if He does not know
about man’s wicked acts and shows mercy even though man
does not deserve it. If so, why does Hashem act strictly at
all? Why doesn’t He abandon the attribute of din and
judgment altogether? Therefore, Moshe continues and says,
"N WM YIS .. VAWN YOVT 95" - “For all His ways are
Jjustice...He is righteous and just.” The Noam Elimelech, R’
Elimelech of Lizhensk zt”’l explains: The world must run
both according to law and beyond the letter of the law. "p>78"
(righteous) refers to strict justice and keeping within the law,
for the righteous receives reward based on the strict letter of
the law. "W (just) refers to going beyond the letter of the
law, since Hashem is just and fair, granting reward even to
the undeserved and going beyond the letter of the law.
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Sw: In London, there is a Jewish photography studio that has been around for many years. At one time, a very striking
portrait of a regal-looking African man and woman hung prominently on one of the walls. When asked, the proprietor
would relate how this African couple once came into his studio and commissioned an official portrait. “I am a king in my
village back in Africa, and this is my queen,” said the distinguished-looking gentleman, as they posed for the photograph.

The photographer had to arrange the shot just so, as the man was quite tall and his wife was short, but in the end, the
picture was a triumph and the king was pleased. He even permitted the proprietor to hang his portrait on their studio wall.

Years later, a large and well-to-do Jewish family came into the studio looking to take family portraits for an upcoming
celebration. As the family walked in, their black nanny followed behind carrying the baby in her arms. The moment she
looked up, the nanny suddenly let out a scream and fainted on the floor! When they revived her, they asked her what
happened to cause her to scream. “I saw the picture on the wall,” she said as she pointed. “Back home, he is my king!”
Swi2: As the Chazan begins to intone the Shacharis Tefillah on Rosh Hashana, he calls out in a loud voice, "jonn" -
“The King!” What is our reaction when we hear the King of all Kings being announced? Do we flush with excitement

and tremble with fear or do we just continue casually with our prayers? This vear, make sure your reaction is the right one!

Fally PN Pl s Al P Al P il P Pl P Pl Pr Tl

RTBp N¥p 7Noy orrbnn by anawnnay nan Nk 0row Ty i
ONAWNMA WA TR, DTRbnn YRS paand yoR: 21w o By
PR ANPYD 0K 0D DWe DD YT TR Iy wRD” ane N
ANR' 0D wAT TRYT 3w Ty Sbemm R vhyw [7awon] Tmye
555y nwn AR POt 13235 5310 Ik Tayb Tom Rl . noye
Sy 17 RwPm 1912 09w 552 15 a0 bweNnw 11 IR 1IwYn

71232 O TY YR RIT W MR 00 PN D

XTI OTOR PR TR (70,30 PRT) P OXI UK KD I onona
”(31 P78 ¥ D°123 7) RN 135 W1 e TNea Ay
amwyn 592 0w IR D2 T O T2M O°P° T80 NTAY NP0 T
9B10m3 EabIY N TR 1T 0 BTy AN Daw Ty oo™
127 92K TR WROW RO DY Y IRGR 1t MR °37 P DY
X1 251 1NN DR TR 070 191 YT WY TR prin
UASW N2 1 Pann TR NN RN Byan Ty I maen

R'DOW Sws DOW 397 NIRD
WHW 3 PP DD T

AT D PIMNRIND

TANYIIT 3937 BHN NpY
MIWT YIS Y"HY 177D

R AN 33TP% TS NI ST DN MIN'D - (-25 omam) PR ST 1am NN maw

ANRAY Y WYl AN ATIRD M3 JOMT NTRA phvan RN W 290K
D731 A TRIPR AR D72y XD WK NN N7 NTaya
P AR TR TIAYAWIY IO 03 135 YRawn 101 TR NN
DR OTAm TTArT opioR’ 0 Y 1 o amRD TP 108mm TN
12851, PR A (7 Mawn maw) 17 NTaY KINY (P2 00N 00Xy
awa 25wn oo X A7POR N1 X1 s °B N0 AR 02 mb v
T AP TVAT PO 09D 23T P DY [ eyl T 0T 531 oR
@ 078 PR vham omm oy
DIRIZN QNYPM 02PN WK1 02 TYA1) DINNAw OTaY AR 1M
P MR yipnb Yy SR oy nnnw ovaw 13vm /A mey by
7AW WRT2 DAR ANTA 7YY AT 0w IR RpaP 0T (0 Py YY)
NPIVRN VTP Y) AR Y DY O R X 01 P ar X
Mk XD RPN T 18031, AW T PR MW WR1 Noon BT
(10 1777°9) PN TR RIANTW OWR P71 NMEWA YN voY (17 o0
*72 @31 ‘@b I YN av.LeTInR TR Yawn wInY TR T
1 vewn By MRS [77 mawn mabnn e o7anTa Y] nawnn Ty
PRI AWTAT MYPN YPIY MR 09K 02905 T )2 orpnan
TNy RIT (191 AR °27 PRAR D 7 7y) mppon BT XHR nan
XW2% 72 KPR 0211 7 IRED *70 KD 72 ¥ peoman noen Hoantb
P 5Y1,TYS YNt e NYPRIY NIRR DR 0P AN Mk IR DR
JOwn DY MY 227NN DI Dpaml m mEn Sw o aneen u
SNR2NID,ATIRD PO 1WA 9011 ,/A7POR’ 71771 D R0 Y
TYPINT PV WD PYPIN A CI8R X0 RTANT 127 NInd e
7521, 27P0K Y RAO ) ‘T (GW 1aw) DR 2275 70 Py e
bR PR RO U0 AN5w MR AN @EMRS pown) 2Kn 9
2R TONI MY 22TYNI DI PRI FIT R ANIAT DR A3
/P27 PRNNo I 2TIRD PO
/IR DRI AR M w3 1 0Ty TP Sy 7 00 B
A DR (I RTPR O °2 77773 275 0°12T) NN DY 9810 0nn'n Ran
JIPpToRD BT 120 XTPR 1OV °Y @) IWPIRT DWIB T2 ORI
TN DT NODANM AR ANRYA 7 NTAY T SYw 37 NI wTre”
‘B9 MR - 727 AR - AR N7 R 195 /ovan Jonn N
T2 1272 122532 1Y DOWPAR 1R 121,720 AR 7 0Ty DY D)
TMPN 7127 B3 DR 0P My b b5 bk Yy Dot
- IPPON’ NPN ANY RITW 17 ORT YR OTTAN UK (AR TN
Ton PR BN I NTR oYY - IR 7 TR TRy I N ov
ATy 07 BYw b 270 (DR Tonn AT ow) T Tam men
NrdgausikeyaamilyieianBanvateltinnBangstetydakynt \akyigiatia)
TS AR /R R RPN WA Y) 720 R KT AR 0D 3T 3
M AT MAYR) RTPR A OW Y N 2127 NIND 1 oE (an
7,993 PR, 77273 00127 7w ] Tonm NT) ST T DY (Tan
P NRm /P DT aw APpIoR @an 121 770M 720 N7

XOR 9PN TR RIATT,PYPIN 75 A3wn w2 pypn b o TR
T PYIA PYPIN D XOR YN PO TR RIAT P Py b
TIRY TwD YPND PTRAYY 100 WD) PIAY WD P PYPIM pawr
WITA] PAWY WD PYIN PYPIN b Py Mo 0 byw nypn
T IR PIT WTPRT 1 RATITR WY STown IR 23R 70 (7
T T TOwT T RS oY1, TYA W YpnT Ok PNoTY (ANTY) Y
AR R RIT YT R RV 0T R (D 273) TART WD W Y
SR YIwSw PO XOW 0w DR 22750 M7 N1 e TR
/P27 Pannon ([PRA] AP DTN O 125W) MM DR Paan
O MR 5y Brer ayubR Sxmw 3m) ~ups ana wpty e
37 R “MD° P35’ 11203) ‘IRDEN'T PYa wrRw M IR N2 (0 17
RAND] ‘MIPITY TBO 121 WD 7 PIyAT 19 ey WR Do 110
2] 7T 09T T202) W 1272 (101 WD T PUIYAY 0 MR RTY
RIPR 17 (RPYBI QU 7 UrTR X037 [aw 7 P e M coT!
w1 Myl MY Tawn T wpb 1 TR 7D Rav KT
RPY R TR MY KT /AR 75w 0D PRR 1Ty DR Ay vy
P12 MY MY 7AW 72173 2P0 W AR PR Dwon D p
Sy o) OToy pTR LOYH UM YT YU IWAT TR
TR IO XWP KD (AP 1D My 1r) T R (PMNTT-1nyey
DAY NMWBA2 TARI TN MTTING VAN AToD 1 My M)
1wnm Pl My [ DR oamn] Xen 3 TOR TR DR 1y maw
TYPINT 10w ARTIZD 1971 (7w T MWy M) IRTH 1R (M
AT Mon RIW MRAT NN 0w WM DY O 03 Py
TOYY T Bow YIPR 00 ,PuwnD RN R NRN OPP9Y 1P 1anRn
PR PANN0 1,/ NP 2 MY MATTY * AP AN N
(121 N7y RS WK NNN 777 YN K120 00 Nen) SRmwn ow'
ANRA TN PRI T ANRAT IR PN IR NN, I0T R0
Sw mbran Ty X2 3P RPNR KT 1D oK1 AT Myl maTm
Sranm Ao P R MTayn 71 PR By o) 7awn wy o mray
RDX 712 o PRI 255 Tonn (27 X7 7AWwN 00 Iy I YIT R
WK MR DR 7220 DRI IR AR XY Ty 501, nateyn v
AR DAR 7anws Row 1 Ko7 PN 00 ARG TAn WY Xew 1
|27 2T 0PI 2T R 7ANRA WD aPpY A PRIt SRww
J20R1 722 7Ry 30pw 1oRT MTay By 03 a0k 72w WYY rrya
WD WY XY wwno 1D v mray Sw movan XAt apD o o
RN DY 7T R 2P XERa PR DY 03 1aRn
NIND N2 (121 PYPIN AR R 77T T /R PRM) ‘07NnR M oW
SR IRTWOW 1 WP JOwR DR 22795 777 TR 18R N 02T
AORY AR T 2 ANOTY °D AR PIAT PANMDD MY DX P20
*17 CITWN) *I1RN WD (PANN N0 DY DX Hvawa [nR) °S no
77 5y 1M R TS w190 322100 (137 Nt MR TPw) bhe
71 'R Owa 25w ORY 57RE0 AW 0 PR oW R 10w PR VY




3
CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV
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he second Mishna in Maseches Rosh Hashana (30)
teaches us that on Rosh Hashana, the awesome Yom
Hadin, every individual will pass before the Ribono shel
Olam for judgment, in the same manner as sheep pass
before their owner to be counted. However, the Gemara
then quotes an opinion that each person is judged not only
on Rosh Hashana, but every single day we are judged as
well. How can we reconcile this apparent contradiction:
are we judged once a year or every day of the year?

R’ Eizele Charif z¢”l tries to correlate these two
conflicting statements by introducing a new concept: in
reality there are two types of judgment. When a person
starts the new year, it has been determined in Heaven that
he maintains certain abilities, capabilities, status and
financial attributes. Thus, his status quo for the coming
year is determined on the day of Rosh Hashana. However,
Chazal tell us that this baseline can be altered during the
course of the year, for better or for worse, based on an
individual’s actions. Therefore, when we approach Rosh

257 nawmmn

FROM R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN

Hashana, we all lose our status quo and chazaka. What
was, was - and now we begin anew. We do not walk into
shul, with a smug confident smile, saying, “Boruch
Hashem, 1 have a good life. I am healthy; I am wealthy; I
have nachas - without a doubt, this is the way things will
continue throughout the coming year.”

This is what is meant when we say in Selichos, ©>12"
"PRYT NPT OV - “Like the poor and destitute, we knock
on Your door.” R’ Avraham Hakohen Pam z#”I explains
that all the chazakos that we presume we have are lost when
we go through the Yom Hadin. If we think about things that
have happened just this past year it will become clear to all
how life can change in a minute. People are swept away by
natural disasters, personal tragedies, by sudden changes of
fortune and by unexpected health diagnoses. Yesterday,
B”H, everything was wonderful. But overnight, things can
change and a person may no longer be able to function.

Im yirtza Hashem, all the tzedaka and chessed we do
should be a zechus by the Ribono shel Olam to grant us a
WIN I W v with nachas, beracha and Hatzlacha.
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The simple translation of this posuk is: “Ask your
father and he will tell you, (ask) your grandfather and he
will say it to you.” This posuk reminds us of the
importance of maintaining our traditional Mesorah - our
glorious tradition - and transferring it to all future
generations. However, the question arises: Why must we
ask our father and our grandfather? Why can’t we just rely
on our parents - our father - and leave the grandparents
alone? And vice versa, if we ask our Zaida, our grandfather,
why bother to ask our father about the same thing?

Additionally, many meforshim wish to understand the
wording of the posuk. Why is the verb "77»" used for the
father, whereas by the grandfather it simply says YN’
"15? Why is it a seemingly harsher tone for the father and a
softer tone for the Zaida?

My machshava here is as follows: The Torah is telling
us in this posuk that indeed, both parents and grandparents
are necessary, with regard to transferring Mesorah, for
often, things are forgotten or not given over clearly, and it
requires a combined effort. We must be able to rely on our
parents and grandparents to transfer the true Mesorah to
our children who will then transfer it to their children.

In the Haggada shel Pesach, we derive from the posuk,
"71225 nHmM" that there is a chiyuv of “Maggid” - which is
not just to simply relate the story, but to explain, elaborate,
educate and answer any and all questions the children may
have. We must leave no stone unturned in our quest to
teach our children the holy words of Torah. Contrast this
with the w9 (root) of the word "y N" which is "N -

where there is no dialogue, no give and take, just one
person “saying” it over to another. I once said a pshat that
when a child asks his father a question, and there is a
grandfather present as well, what the father should do is
defer any answer to the Zaida. He should say to the child,
"2 YN YR - “go ask your Zaida and he will know the
answer. He will say it over to you correctly.” That is true
Mesorah.

For those who are zoche, B”H they have a Zaida and
Bubba, Saba and Savta, Grandpa and Grandma, Opa and
Oma - whichever expression suits you - who remember the
days of yore and how people used to serve Hashem. These
are the kinds of individuals who have the ability to transfer
the correct Mesorah to their children.

It is told that a person was once a guest at the table of the
Chofetz Chaim z#”’l and when it came time to make
Kiddush, the Choftez Chaim used a small becher (silver
Kiddush cup) that had a minimum shiur. All the guests who
were with him looked surprised. After Kiddush, someone
asked the Tzaddik about his small cup wondering about the
psak (ruling) he himself had written in the Mishna Berura.
He answered them, “The Mishna Berura 1 wrote for Klal
Yisroel, but for myself, the shiur 1 use for Kiddush is the
same shiur my father used all the years.”

Let us cap this off with a gematriya. The words, nX 713"
"pan N AN equal 928, which is the exact same total as the
words, "2 nnMm Nn5". Following the instructions of
parents and grandparents is not just a mitzvah requirement;
it is an actual beracha that we can employ to secure a
happy and sweet New Year, for ourselves and our families!
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No remembrance ... Yimach shemo.” Then she raised her head and announced, “Hodu I’Hashem ki tov ki I’olam chasdo.”
Her son turned to his mother. “It’s getting late. There’s no minyan here to say Kaddish, but at least you can light a candle.”
Liba lit a yahrtzeit candle and recited the names of her lost family members. But she was upset. “All I want is to say Kaddish for
my family. That is why I came here. Why won’t Hashem allow me to do this?”” She started to sob loudly. Her son felt terrible,
and tried to comfort his mother. Suddenly, he said. “Mummy, you won’t believe this, but I see nine Jews walking toward us!”
Turning to the group, he asked, “Tell me, where are you from? Why are you here?”

“We work for an American corporation, and we’re here for a business conference. The hotel accommodations are not very
pleasant, so we decided to take a drive. Our boss told us to avoid Auschwitz because he didn’t want us to be distracted. But
he never said anything about Birkenau, so we came here. We heard a woman crying, so we came over to investigate.”

“My parents who died al kiddush Hashem, must have sent you so we can say Kaddish. Sruly, please say Kaddish.”
Slowly and carefully, her son Sruly intoned the holy words. The emotion was palpable, and everyone was moved.
Afterward, Mrs. Eckstein addressed the men. “Do you think that we merely recited Kaddish for my family? I want to tell
you that we have just now buried my parents, brothers, and sisters. Now is their burial. And now I have peace, knowing that
I'have buried them. Thank you, everyone.” This was a pivotal moment for Liba Eckstein. At last, she found herself at peace.

She merited seeing all her requests fulfilled. She survived the war, married a ben Torah, and proudly raised a frum
family. All her children were married, and she derived tremendous nachas from her grandchildren. As she lay ill in bed
right before her passing, her son whispered into her ear, “Remember the Kaddish in Birkenau.”

“T will never forget that.” She passed away later that,day. (Adapted from ‘‘Vignettes of Virtue” by Rabbi Yosef Weiss)
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he Gemara (1 ™>72) extols the virtue of maintaining a
"Wap opn" - “set place” for one’s davening. The Alter of
Kelm, R’ Simcha Zissel Ziv zt”’l (Chochmah U’Mussar)
offers an enlightening interpretation of this idea: A person
should daven for things that have a “place” in his prayers.
For instance, if a person beseeches Hashem for wisdom,
yet he makes no effort to engage in Torah learning, his
tefillah will be out of place. The same goes for atonement
if the person makes no effort to do Teshuvah. A person’s
prayers must be sincere and reflected by his actions.

Rabbi Shragie Freedman shlit’a (Living Kiddush
Hashem) writes that on Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur,
we daven fervently for kavod shomayim. Those prayers,
however, must be mirrored by our actions; we must lead our
lives in a way that shows that we feel a powerful desire to
foster the honor of Hashem. Indeed, there is a wide array of
possible ways that we can demonstrate this desire; whether
in the beis medrash or in the workplace, whatever our
professions may be, there is always a way to turn our work
into a quest for kiddush Hashem. If we keep this lesson in
mind, we will surely excel at transforming our mundane
workaday pursuits into the greatest accomplishment
possible - serving Hashem by bringing honor to His Name.

(APW2 MR D) ... e VIR T LY pielyl
A significant portion of the Yom Tov liturgy relates to
blowing the great “Shofar shel Moshiach” - gathering the
Jewish Nation in from our exile and returning us to Eretz
Yisroel where we will rebuild the Bais HaMikdash.
What is this great shofar we wish to have blown?
When Avraham Avinu brought his only son Yitzchak as

a korban on the Akeidah, only to be told by a malach of
Hashem not to touch him or slaughter him, he yearned to
actualize the special closeness he felt towards Hashem at
that moment. In response, Hashem caused a ram to get its
horns stuck in a nearby bush. Avraham offered that ram to
Hashem in place of his dear son Yitzchak. The left horn of
this ram was blown at Har Sinai by Kabbolas HaTorah.
The right horn will be blown when we are finally
redeemed and gathered back into the Holy Land of Israel.

Of course it’s not the actual horn from three thousand
years ago that will be blown when Moshiach arrives, but
rather, the spiritual devotion that Avraham Avinu invested
in the Korban Pesach is what enabled us to receive the
Torah later and it is what will give us the merit to finally
be redeemed from our long and enduring galus.

This is the event that Yeshaya Hanavi prophesied when he
said, "... YT 99w1 Yp NN OV Y - “And it will come to
pass on that day that a great shofar will be sounded and
those who were lost in the land of Ashur will return as well
as those who were dispersed in Egypt. They will bow to
Hashem on this holy mountain in Yerushalayim.”

Because this blessing is so vital, we must be careful to
recite it with concentration and a broken heart and beg
Hashem to redeem us from our long and bitter exile. If our
Father in heaven sees how much His children really want
to come home, He will surely bring us back home.
(“Portraits of Prayer” Vol. II by Rabbi Eliezer Abish)

Many people perform mitzvos because they are
obligated. The Gaon, R’ Yosef Shalom Elyashiv z¢”],
however, fulfilled mitzvos because he genuinely desired to
follow halacha and derived much joy from it. On Rosh




5
look and asked him about it. The student explained that he was hired to blow the shofar in a certain synagogue for an

agreed-upon amount of money, but when he came to get paid, he was short-changed by a considerable amount.

Chacham Yehuda was sympathetic to the boy and nodded in commiseration, commenting that indeed, the Gabbaim
were wrong for doing what they did. But then, suddenly, he caught himself and pounded on his chest. “How could I have
said these words when they possibly contain Lashon Hara?”

He was perturbed and immediately took off to find the Gabbaim and apologize for his words. He soon found the men
in the synagogue and quickly said, “T have come today to ask forgiveness for I think I spoke Lashon Hara about you.”

The Gabbaim looked at each other and then back at the Tzaddik with surprise. “Lashon Hara? About us? What could
the Chacham possibly have said?” R’ Yehuda was hesitant to reveal what he said but this only made them more curious.

They continued to pester the rabbi and ask, “What did the Chacham say? According to halacha, one must publicly
declare what his sin was before he can ask forgiveness for it!”

The Rosh Yeshivah was silent for a moment. Then, in short and almost cryptic terms, he told the Gabbaim about the
yeshivah bochur who had been hired to blow shofar in their Temple over the holiday, and how he felt he wasn’t paid
what he was supposed to receive.

At this, the group of Gabbaim became animated. “What? This was his complaint? Well, if the Chacham must know,
we feel that he tricked us! He told us that he was an expert Ba’al Tokea and we agreed to pay him a nice amount based
on his expertise. However, in truth, the moment he began to blow, it was clear that this was not the case! He did not blow
expertly and he mixed up the order of the Tekios ...”

“That’s enough!” the Chacham cut in and halted them in mid-sentence. “T understand everything very clearly now.
Do you know who caused this young man to blow the way he did? It was you! You obviously scared him so badly that
when it came time, he got mixed up.” R’ Yehuda looked at the men sharply and said, “In that case, you owe him the
money just for the embarrassment you caused him!” The Gabbaim looked down at their shoes sheepishly, as they
accepted the words of the great Chacham unquestioningly. In the end, they paid the yeshivah bochur the full amount.

(3-352137) ... WEONRS 5 12m NEN o D

Ms. Liba Eckstein survived the horrors of the Holocaust as a prisoner in Auschwitz. Eventually, she married and
settled in Manchester, England. During her ordeal, Liba begged Hashem for three things. First, that she should survive
Auschwitz and tell her story to the world. Second, that she should marry a ben Torah. Finally, she prayed that if she ever
merits having children, all her offspring should remain Shomer Shabbos and marry before her death.

Seven months after her last brush with death, the Russian army liberated the camp. The Russians offered citizenship
to anyone who was willing to accept, and Liba was sorely tempted by the promise of safety, plentiful food, and security.
Many others accepted this proposal, in spite of the spiritual dangers of living in atheist Russia. But Liba joined a small
group of girls who were returning to their old homes with the hope of finding some surviving family members.

Liba spent a few days in the local train station, waiting and hoping for news. As time passed and nobody stepped
forward, she arrived at the dreadful understanding that she was the only survivor of her family. This realization was more
painful than all the suffering she had endured. Eventually, she made her way across the English Channel where she met and
married her ben Torah and merited to raise a family of Torah-observant Jews. As she saw her prayers answered, she
became consumed with a burning desire to exact some form of vengeance for her murdered family. What could be better,
she reasoned, than to say to Kaddish at the very site of the Auschwitz crematoria, the place where the Germans tried to
liquidate the Jewish Nation? This desire became an obsession, and she continually asked her son to arrange the trip. At first
he was unsure as their family Rav steadfastly refused to give them permission to go. When she turned 73, Mrs. Eckstein
learned about a tour to Poland that would include a short visit to Auschwitz and this time she was not to be denied. She took
her son and together they arrived at the gates with the famous inscription “Arbeit Macht Frei” (work brings freedom).

Mrs. Eckstein hesitated at the gates, trying to find her bearings. “Sruly, this is not Auschwitz; I was never in this place.”
She became very agitated, and the tour guide rushed to her aid. “Tell me, when were you here?” he said. “In 1944.”

“In that case, you were in Birkenau. They used to be called Auschwitz I and Auschwitz I1.” Liba and her son hailed a taxi
and were driven to the camp that she remembered so well. The driver dropped them off near the crematoria and as the pair
solemnly entered the valley of death, Mrs. Eckstein finally got her bearings. “This is it! This is where I was! That building
there was my barracks.” Taking her son by the arm, she guided him to the entrance of the forbidding structure. “Look at the
sign! It’s C13.” The two entered the building. “There are two rooms here. The other one was for the kapos, and I slept right
here, on this very spot. Five agonizing months of my life were lost to these evil men.” She stomped on the floor. “Hitler,
where are you? I’m here with my son. I have children. I have grandchildren. You have nothing. Nothing is left from you.
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A Chassidishe Rebbe, in general terms, 1s categorized as a Tzaddik, a scholarly saintly man, who is able to transcend
matter, gain a spiritual connection with Heaven, and reassure his faithful followers in the truth of the Ribono shel Olam
and his Torah. A Chasid is one who turns to his Rebbe for inspiration, guidance, advice, solace and an expectation that
he will intercede on his behalf for the benefit of financial prosperity, health and any other pressing need.

One year, a few weeks before Rosh Hashana, the Rebbe of Dzhikov, R’ Meir Horowitz z¢”l (Imrei Noam) was
taking a much needed rest at a nearby inn. As he prepared to leave and settle his bill, the innkeeper adamantly refused to
accept any payment for the Tzaddik’s stay. He insisted that it had been his great honor to host the Rebbe and this
privilege alone was worth more to him than any monetary payment.

But the Rebbe would not let it go. “Perhaps,” he suggested, “you have a spiritual request to make of me?”

The innkeeper was delighted to have the opportunity to ask the Rebbe for a beracha, since he and his wife had been
childless for many years. He poured out his heart and then made his direct request. The Dzhikover Rebbe was quiet for a
moment before he responded, “If you come to me this year for Rosh Hashana, 1 will guarantee you a son.”

The innkeeper was beset with mixed emotions. On the one hand, he was elated at the Rebbe’s promise. On the other
hand, he was a staunch and devoted chasid of R’ Moshe (Rozvidover) Horowitz zt”l, the Imrei Noam’s brother, and
had spent the Days of Awe in his company for many years. How could he now abandon his Rebbe and go to his brother
for Rosh Hashana? It didn’t feel right to him. He presented the dilemma to his wife, who was surprised that he should
have any doubt as to the proper course. “Of course, you should go to Dzhikov,” she exclaimed. “The Rebbe promised
that our dreams and hopes will finally be realized!” However, the innkeeper was still not convinced, and after much
discussion the couple agreed that he should go to his Rebbe, R’ Moshe, and present him with their quandary.

When the Rozvidover Rebbe heard the innkeeper’s problem, he assured him that it was perfectly in order for his
chasid to go to Dzhikov, and that his brother’s merit would surely bring them the child he had promised them.

Erev Rosh Hashana found the innkeeper on his wagon, riding to Dzhikov. As he rode, one thought gave him no
peace. “How can I do such a thing - to forsake my Rebbe after all these years? And what if I do have a son? It will be
said that R’ Moshe is not as great a Tzaddik as his brother. After all, all these years I remained childless, and after being
in Dzhikov just one Rosh Hashana, 1 was already blessed with a son! Aside from the Lashon Hara, it will be hard for me
to remain close to my Rebbe.” These thoughts continued to rage within him and he was terribly conflicted.

Finally, in a moment of clarity, he pulled on the horse’s reins and halted his wagon. “I am sure it’s the Satan that has
convinced me to go to Dzhikov!” he declared out loud. “But the Satan will not succeed - I am going to Rozvidov! I have
decided that it is better to remain childless than to terminate the bond between the Rebbe and myself.” He resolutely
turned his wagon around and proceeded to Rozvidov, with firm determination and a light heart.

After Maariv on the first night of Rosh Hashana, the chassidim lined up and waited their turn to wish the Rebbe “Gut
Yahr” (“Good Year”) and receive his blessing. Suddenly, R’ Moshe looked up and saw his chasid, the innkeeper, standing
there. In surprise, he exclaimed, “What are you doing here? I gave you my blessing for a safe journey to Dzhikov!”

“Yes, Rebbe, 1 know,” replied the innkeeper, “but as I was on my way to Dzhikov, I changed my mind.” He
proceeded to tell the Rozvidover exactly what went through his mind and how it led to his decision to reverse course.

“Rebbe,” he declared, “I very badly wish to be blessed with a child, but I am not prepared to lose my Rebbe in order
to accomplish this!” R’ Moshe stood there and listened to his chasid’s words. He was truly amazed. When the innkeeper
finished speaking, the Rebbe closed his eyes and declared with great fervor, “For such mesiras nefesh (self-sacrifice),
you deserve to be blessed with a child!” And so it was. (Adapted from “A Gut Voch” R’ Avraham Barash)
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It is common practice, in many Sephardic synagogues and Temples, for a Ba’al Tokea to be hired to blow the shofar
on Rosh Hashana. Many married students who are adept at this seasonal talent, and need the extra cash to supplement
their income, get paid to blow shofar in the Beit Midrashim, and sometimes even bochurim are hired. One student from
Yeshivat Porat Yosef was hired by a large Sephardic Temple to blow the shofar and in return he was to get paid a tidy
sum. The student performed on the two days of Rosh Hashana and immediately following Yom Tov, he came to the
Gabbaim and asked for his wages. To his surprise and dismay, the Gabbaim refused to pay him the full amount and in
the envelope he was handed, was a sum far short of the agreed-upon amount. The student was modest and humble and

didn’t want to make a scene so he simply took the envelope and trudged away disappointed.
The Rosh Yeshivah of Porat Yosef, Chacham Rabbi Yehuda Tzadka z¢”I happened to notice the boy’s dejected




