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Rosh Hashanah - Yom HaDmn - September 12-13, 2026
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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Halachos and Minhagim of the Yamim Noraim (2)
Rosh Hashana on Shabbos. In bentching on the first day of Rosh
Hashana (also the first day of Sukkos and Shemini Atzeres), by the
third beracha, we mention both Shabbos and Yom Tov this year.
The Shabbos addition of "nx7" is said before "Nan ndy" of Yom
Tov because it is said more often and a more common mitzvah
precedes a less common mitzvah. This rule is known as: 10"
"ONP PN DTN WNW (1). Also, at the end of bentching, by the
"ynn” phrases, we say the phrase for Shabbos before Yom Tov
for the same reason. If one said the wrong one first, he has still
fulfilled his obligation and does not repeat bentching .

Forgot to Mention Rosh Hashana. If one completely forgot to
mention Rosh Hashana in bentching, the poskim debate what he
should do. By a regular Yom Tov bentching, if one forgets ndy’
"N by the night and first daytime bentching, he must bentch
over since it is an obligation to eat bread and bentch. There is a
minority opinion (3) that one is allowed to fast on Rosh Hashana.
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not to repeat bentching if the mistake was made. Mishna Berura
@ rules that he should repeat it while the Kitzur (5)is lenient. R’
S. Z. Auerbach z¢’I held ) like a third opinion that only at night
one should repeat bentching because those who permit fasting
only allow it by day. Ladies do not repeat bentching if they forgot
"N Ny because even on a regular Yom Tov many hold that
they do not repeat, certainly not on Rosh Hashana.

Second Night Meal. On the second night there is a slight doubt
whether we say (in candle-lighting and Kiddush) "v»nne no1a".
Therefore, we puta new fruit on the table to make extra sure that
the beracha is not said needlessly and eat it right after Kiddush ().
The lady of the house lights candles right before Kiddush with
the appropriate berachos. Then, without delay or speaking out,
Kiddush is recited, wine given out, the fruit is eaten saying "\yn"
and not "wnnv". If one intends to eat more fruit during the meal
or for dessert, he should exempt them with this "\wn" and not say
a MNNX 1512 on the fruit. If he doesn’t plan to have any fruit in

inion might be enough for one

Although we do not o so, that the meal or dessert, he does say a nynx 1512 if he ate enough.
55 1M — 2avn 7A 1P7an — BYMTn 12

M3 MM’ - NTON " says, if one ate or was i the nnno mmin that hie had not yet given to a Y03, he is pmbwnn mos. The Gemara gives
2 reasons: 1- the pasuk says "m" which teaches that only if the 1 are in existence must they be given to the yn3; if they are destroyed,he is
not responsible to make pmown. 2- i mann are "oyan 12 prw yn'. Rashi explains, there is no specific claimant, because each > that
is yam the 7w, could be pushed off and told, it is not you who | want to give my s mmnn. ‘om [NX'ax n1] says, the difference between
these 2 reasons is: If the o3 is derived from the 7109, it is a total exemption and the 7w is M even onw w712, If the s is because of the
technicality of y2m 1> px, although he is absolved o »»13, because no one could sue him, he would still be ©w »»13 270, The "9 argues
with "own. He says, according to "own that there is still a o»w 72 2vn why do we need to leam that the S was wnit? Even ifitis still here, it
is Dy 12 PN, because each Yo that comes to collect it could be pushed away and the same y7 of onw »ma avn would apply, so whether it's
yya or not pyaitis the same halacha! So what is the wymn of x1on'~? He leams, if it's pya, the S has a msn o give it. nTon s wimna if it
is not py3, then there is no longer anymxn and therefore no ywn 1 either because there are no oym, so he is M9 evenoonw >a.

The 49990 [ ' apy nvnpl explains this nbrin: Tosfos holds that nnin> mmmn in the hands of the S, are already considered yon
vawn, i.e. it belongs to all the o> collectively, but since there is no specific claimant who can sue the S, he can't be taken to 72, But since
he has stolen from the vaw, he must make payment (0w >»7a). The 1590w says, based on this, if all the o> would get together and file a
“class action suit” against the Y, he could be forced by -2 to give it, because now he can't say | would give it to a different yno. However, the
1" holds that the i while in the possession of the S do not belong to the vaw, rather are in a state of "o Apan”. Itis ~pan but can
only be acquired by on>. So, if the Se» damages it, since the o35 never owned it, they can't demand payment and a class action won't help
either because it was never in their mw. This is also why the Y holds he is completely exempt even oomw »ma.

The Gemara [No77] asks: If a king confiscates someone’s grain because of a debt, the “wyn he would've separated from that grain, must be
taken off from other grain to make up for the lost “wyn. Rashi explains: we see from this -1 that even though it is ywn of the o»n> and ¥ px
oy, he still must reimburse them. This contradicts the halacha of xTon . The Gemara answers, this is different, because "> swanwn Np .
Tosfos leams: by the king taking this grain, he was able to keep his other grain, thus he gained from this and must reimburse the ©»3n>. Tosfos
asks, if so, by us too when one eats the n»n> nunn he has gained because he didn't have to eat his other personal food and he should
likewise have to reimburse the ©3n>? Tosfos answers, that eating the n»n> nunn is not considered b >wnwi, because he could've fasted.

AN NV POy (3) NP NN MVYN (2) .09 DN (1)
Sefer Binah L’itim writes as follows: m’“ n ,0 ‘ Nl‘n

YW NP (5) 72990 0MION NVHN DN ,0:NP (4) Y'SPN
290 NMIR (7) 29D IO (6) ‘P
“and N WD MY’ - On Rosh Hashanah we eat the head of a fish and say, ‘May it be the will before You that we be
the head and not the tail.” The double meaning is clear: It is not enough to strive to be the head, for the question will arise -
the head of what? Noble and righteous people, or uncouth simpletons. Thus, we ask that we should be the head of ‘Heads’ -
great, wise and faithful individuals, rather than the leader of ‘Tails.” - people who deserve to be in the back of the Nation.”

A Wise Man would say: “Remember that the purpose of life is to lead a life of purpose.”  |Wishingall ofKlalYisroela Gutand
. . .. NN GebenchedYur,withHarchavas
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It was Rosh Hashanah morning, and a solemn, quiet hum filled the study of Maran HaGaon R’ Chaim Kanievsky z¢”7.
Because space was severely limited in his home, every seat allocated beyond the immediate family carried deep weight and
not just anyone could enter. Among the small gathering of mispallelim, one man stood out. There was an intense,
unmistakable posture to his davening, an aura of profound devotion that immediately drew the eyes of those around him.

Seeking to understand who this man was and how he had come to claim such a coveted place in R’ Chaim’s inner
sanctum, a grandson approached him after davening. When asked about his background, the man smiled, a look of someone
who had carried a secret for years, simply waiting for the right moment to share it. He explained that his journey had begun
thirty years earlier, born out of a catastrophic car accident that had completely crushed his leg. In the painful years following
the crash, his life had been defined by immobility and despair. The most elite medical minds had carefully examined his file,
evaluated the terrifying X-rays, and delivered a unanimous, shattering verdict: the damage was far too extensive, and the
chances of restoring any function were absolute zero. No doctor was willing to take the risk of operating on a leg so
thoroughly shattered. On one occasion, a specialist had scheduled a date for surgery, only to get cold feet the evening before and

cancel the procedure entirely. Left with a ruined leg and dim prospects, the man was forced to accept a life of physical limitation.
Eventually, seeking spiritual solace, he entered the humble residence of R> Chaim Kanievsky. He poured out his broken heart,
explaining that he could barely walk and that no doctor on earth would risk operating on his leg. R> Chaim listened, but rather

on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, during Aleinu and the avodah, every person kneels [y12] - on the ground.)
The man shook his head sadly, explaining that he could barely stand on his foot, let alone bend down to kneel. Without
hesitation, R’ Chaim looked at him with absolute certainty and commanded: “Perform the operation so that you can kneel!”

than focusing on the medical impossibility, he asked a single unexpected question: “Are you able to do @y m?” (In Mussaf | s %

the leg was beyond repair, the Sage refused to hear another word. He simply repeated the directive with unwavering
conviction: go perform the surgery so that you can do @y before the King. Well, armed with this clear spiritual mandate,
the man felt a surge of renewed strength. He sought out the top orthopedic specialist in the world, a non-Jewish doctor
renowned for handling the most impossible cases. Moved by the patient’s relentless determination, the doctor surprisingly
agreed to re-examine the file and, against all medical precedent, decided to take on the high-risk operation.

The surgery stretched on for agonizing hours, every movement fraught with peril. Yet, against all physical odds, the
operation was a breathtaking success. For the first time in three decades, after months of grueling rehabilitation, the man was
able to lower himself to the ground, bend his knee, and pour out his soul in tearful gratitude to the Almighty.

Overwhelmed by what had transpired, the man traveled to thank the world-famous surgeon who had performed the medical
marvel. But as he began to express his deep gratitude, the non-Jewish doctor abruptly cut him off, raising his hands in protest.
“You have nothing to thank me for!” the surgeon exclaimed, his voice filled with genuine awe. “You must thank only the
Creator, the Blessed One! I have performed thousands of complex surgeries in my career, but I have never in my life
attempted a procedure so complicated. Science cannot explain how your leg was restored. It was only a direct hand from
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On Rosh Hashanah we read how Yishmael was banished from his home by Avraham Avinu so that his negative influence

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV FROM THE
FAMILY OF R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN ZT”L

N"C, should not impact Yitzchok Avinu. This serves as a reminder of how vigilant one must be to steer clear from negative spiritual

environments for oneself and one’s family. Yet at the same time, we read something extraordinary. Though Yishmael was a

N small child on the brink of death, Hashem, in His infinite kindness, revived him by presenting a source of water, conveying the
w% | idea of "ow N WNT". We see that Hashem judges a person on Rosh Hashanah based on their matzav right then and there.

Based on this idea, the Meshech Chochma asks: Winter is not a time to plant or harvest, creating a lull in the agricultural
industry. Hence a Yid would be able to spend the majority of his day steeped in Torah and davening. Conversely, the summer is a

&'| busy season, with less time for significant hours to devote to avodas Hashem. Wouldn't it be better to schedule Rosh Hashanah
4% during the winter so that our "Dw N1 9wxa” would then be on a higher spiritual level? He answers, the posuk right before the one
5] quoted above contains the mirzvos of N NNow VPY. Unlike mwym mmn that one may choose whom to give it to, these Tmm
"C, omy are for any destitute person. There is no greater zechus than showering generosity upon another Yid with no discrimination.

Hence, 27N, the most auspicious time, the preferable "ow N0 9WN2" is when the ¥"wa sees how we care for our fellow brother.
This year we don’t sound the shofar on the first day of Rosh Hashanah, as it falls out on the day of Shabbos. Chazal
coin this as a "N277 NP, since Rabba was the one who enacted the gezeira not to blow the shofar fearing someone will

R carry the shofar to an expert for lessons and be mechallel Shabbos. As we know, the "0 of not blowing the shofar is

great. But when Hashem sees how concerned we are for another’s ruchniyus by being willing to forgo mitzvas shofar so

& '| that no one will sin, that will be the biggest zechus and can facilitate a wealth of berachos and a YaN 22199 N2 M.

AT 2T Y Yon

R’ Yankel would smile and answer. “They are broadcasting

(FPR a3 Abrer) . T 5 WA TREM M MEnm

When the man tried to protest, repeating the definitive judgments of the world’s leading orthopedic surgeons who insisted ek '7wm: One of the most unforgettable experiences in Israel are

when cars slowly patrol the streets of Yerushalayim with

%] loudspeakers strapped to their roofs, blasting out the latest

breaking news or announcement at top volume. Whether it’s

(t a levayah (funeral), an urgent machaah (protest), or a

community gathering, the ram kol (loudspeaker) captures the

'l attention of everyone in earshot.

Legendary Maggid, R’ Yankel Galinsky z¢”I, once used

"G this imagery to convey a beautiful lesson. “Tell me, what do
42| they announce on the ram kols in Heaven?” he would ask.

“What breaking news are they spreading up there? They

3 S| already know everything. Past, present, and future are visible.

So, where is the surprise? What gets the angels excited?”’

our choices! They announced: “Ploni was insulted today, but
he held his tongue! Ploni was exhausted, but he overcame his
nature and opened a Gemara! Ploni was faced with a big
nisayon (test) in the workplace but remained honest!”

Yem3: Chazal teach us: “Everything is in the hands of Heaven,
except for fear of Heaven.” Hashem knows our struggles and
our natural inclinations. The only thing left entirely up to us is
our free will. Will we succumb to the yetzer hara, or will we
rise above it? On Rosh Hashanah, the heavenly books are
opened. Every aspect of our lives is reviewed. What can tip
those scales in our favor? It is the breaking news of the
heavenly “ram kols.” When we break a habit in a positive
way, we create a headline in Heaven. On Rosh Hashanah,
those headlines become our most powerful advocates.

Above - pure Divine assistance - that carried you through that operating room and put you back on your feet.”
Standing in the quiet atmosphere of R’ Chaim’s study, the venerable Jew concluded his extraordinary tale. It was not
merely medicine that had healed his body, but the beracha of a holy tzaddik who saw past human limitations. Since his

miraculous recovery, he made it his sacred mission to return year after year, traveling to do @y on Rosh Hashanah in the |

shadow of R’ Chaim Kanievsky, eager to bow, kneel, and surrender his heart in the very place where his miracle was born.

(b ) D I TR PNRN S AN TID D B

On the second day of Rosh Hashanah, the Haftorah is read
from Sefer Yirmiyahu. Despite the nation’s shortcomings,
Yirmiyahu HaNavi declares: 7y 0 Ox»M 2py NX N 079 "
" - “For Hashem will ransom Yaakov [Klal Yisroel] and
redeem him from one too strong for him.” This is meant to
invoke Hashem’s endless patience for His children in the
hopes that He will inscribe us all in the book of life. Chazal
ask why Yirmiyahu adds the word "»»" at the end. It seems
superfluous to say that the redemption will be from people
who are stronger than Klal Yisroel. Obviously, they are
stronger, for if not, they would not have a grip on Klal Yisroel.

R’ Yihya Teboul shlita (Av Beis Din of Lyon, France -
Sefer Maros Yeshorim) says that Chazal often extol the

PENETRATING ANALYSIS
OF THE WEEKLY HAFTORAH
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innate connection between the strength of our foes and the
severity of our sins. The Satan seizes any opportunity to attack

of showing Hashem that we do not deserve Divine mercy as
they are no better than us sinners who also do mitzvos.

Thus, Yirmiyahu HaNavi states that despite the Satan’s |

predations, Klal Yisroel always has an advantage - we have
the ability to invoke Hashem’s attribute of mercy - nmn
omnin. Even when the Satan claims that we are no different
than the sinners and should be treated alike, Hashem’s
compassion for His children overrides all of those frivolous
claims and we can thus be assured that the Almighty will
always have a spot for us in His merciful heart.
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It you ask the average person what the fefillos that we all recite Rosh Hashanah are about, and what it is we are

x| davening for, chances are you will get a variation of “to be inscribed in the Book of Life,” or “to merit a sweet new year.”
6 '| (Believe me, T have tried this.) Short and simple. And indeed, Rosh Hashanah is the Yom HaDin, when everything is
decided on this auspicious day. Someone has parnassah struggles - that was decided on the previous Rosh Hashanah.
5 | Children, rachmana litzlan, die in a gas leak in a daycare - that too was decreed the previous Rosh Hashanah. A community
5] member contracts the dreaded disease - it was also decided on Rosh Hashanah.

"M 0P TP9) NY " Our health, our family, our children, our parnassah, peace and prosperity in the world, on an

Klal Yisroel, and even brings the mitzvos of evildoers as a way »“ ;‘”m} individual level and on a Klal Yisroel level - everything is on the table. Everything is determined on this awesome Day of

Judgment. It is scary. And it is certainly understandable why one would want to daven about these things on Rosh

=Y Hashanah. Aimas HaDin! Fear of judgment! But that is not the main theme of the tefillos of Rosh Hashanah.

R’ Moshe Chaim Luzzatto z¢”’l (Ramchal) writes that the main thrust of the Rosh Hashanah tefillos is Kabbolas

rt, Malchus Shamayim - Hashem Melech. This idea of crowning Hashem as the King over the entire world permeates the
% | entire efillah. And that is the main focus of what we should be concentrating on and emphasizing in our fefillos.

Another point is worth mentioning. We say in the Mussaf tefillah, "©72y5 DX ... 0215 OX ... 09 170 0w The Nesivos

‘"'”,\,, Shalom explains that the main din of Rosh Hashanah is if we will be banim (sons) or are we avadim (servants). What is our
S | relationship with Hashem? Are the 613 mitzvos a series of burdens or paths to a relationship with Hashem? When we accept
X5 Hashem as King, and view Him as our loving Father, as Avinu Malkeinu, we will memeila be zocheh to the berachah of

O»N 1919 N2, May we all have a kesiva vachasima tova and a gut gebentchte yahr!




