
 lrsu ,treb ohnjrv kgcu v,t ohpt lrt k-t
 /// ,hruv vcua,(,ujhkx jxub)"hrac lsjpn rnx"- 

     rahtvk zujth vsgru khju 'tcu cre,nv ihsv ouh hbpk ohnh vnf ubt ohsnu
kf ,t trubv lknv shngn ouhv vzc hrva 'vz ouh ka u,uvnc tuv ibuc,naf cckbv
'hpus tuv tmun ohftknv hkusdc ukhpt hf 'hchk h,hfz rnth hnu 'ypanu ihsk uhrumh

 'uy cuht) cuhtk hbnh,v zphkt rnta unfusukh esmh hfu vfzh hf aubt vn :(uy-sh
hpfu 'lfc vn ka ohrcsc rcusnv iht iftu /wudu ihnth tk uhausec iv 'vat

 lf kg tyc,vakkkk""""mmmmzzzz    rrrryyyybbbbkkkkxxxx    kkkkttttrrrraaaahhhh    hhhhccccrrrr    iiiiuuuuttttddddvvvvhrjt 'sjt hsuvh uhkt adhbaf '
atr iup rgc tzt rht yftn xtuu :unu, hpk ktau 'kuktc ,urrug,v ,ars
vzht vz vhv ukhtf wvbav atrwn kusd vf sjp vran v,t gusn 'rnukf ?vbav
,t od (uk 'zh wt ktuna) rnta lknv sus ukhpt :ktrah hcr uchav /wcrut cusw
kf og 'cusvu vhrtv in ukhpt trh tuv ihta rnukf 'lscg vfv cusv od hrtv

!"h,trh lypannu hrac lsjpn rnx" rntaf 'ihsv ouh hbpn srju trh vhv ,tz
     tuv hrv 'vfuknv heuj kg rcugu tyujv ost 'okugca dvubc ibuc,bu vcv

ot odu 'uabg ,t uk ohexupu iuugv ,rnuj hpk u,ut ohbs oa 'ypank tcun
tuva uck kfc vsuu,hu 'lf ,uagk ruxta gsh tka uapb kg vfchu iushbv sungh
uk khguh tk vz kf 'okugk if vagh tk r,uha jhycnu 'vaga vn kg stn yrj,n
vagh cuyu 'yrj,n tuva usmn vtb obnt hf 'uk urhvchu rapt /abugv in urypk
gdubc kct 'sh,gc ;xub abug unmgn luxjh zt hf 'vrhcgv kg cua ruzjh tk ot
tuv hutr gsh tka vscugv omg kgu 'ou, sg uabug ,t ,umrk uhkg - uhafgk

/vheuj ,gnank rg ,uhvk uhkg vfknnc iudv jrztf hf 'uabug ,t dupxk

vnfu iurcgh vnf iun,jh ruphf oum ouhcu iuc,fh vbav atrc
 /// ,unh hnu 'vhjh hn iutrch(;eu, vb,bu)vbav atr ,sucg - 

    i ,haue gusrrrruuuutttt    hhhhccccffffuuuuffff))))    kkkk""""mmmmzzzz    rrrryyyybbbbkkkkxxxx    kkkkttttrrrraaaahhhh    wwwwrrrrtkvs 'vae vrutfk" :(d"p whx 
'vkhjnu vjhkx ouh tuv f"vuhu 'o,jkmvc vmuru ktrah ,cuy kg seua v"cevs gush
uhbpk ihrcug okug htc kf rat 'ihsv ouh tuv v"ru 'ktrah ka ivh,ubug ukjnba ouh
uk ihcume ost ka uh,ubuzn kfu 'uhbpk ohju,p oh,n hrpxu ohhj hrpxu 'iurn hbcf
uagh ivh,ubugn urvyha rjtu 'osuen 'f"vuh ,uagk v"cev vuhm tk vnk f"tu 'v"rn

/wh,a vnc a"hgu ?"vfrcu vcuy vbak ihsv ouhc ,ufzk ukfuh ztu 'v"r
urnt" :(/zy v"r) wndc t,ht vbvs /h"vzgc ihbgv cahhk hekj ,t vbgt hbt odu     
hsf ',uburfz 'ofhkg hbufhkn,a hsf ',uhfkn /,urpuau ,uburfz ,uhfkn v"rc hbpk

 rthcu /"rpuac 'vncu 'vcuyk hbpk ofburfz vkghatttt""""aaaarrrrvvvvnnnnvvvv,uhfknva" :(:ck oa) 
[d /ohnav in vru,u [c /oav ,uthmn [t ova 'ohrehgv wd sdb ov ,urpuau ,uburfz
u,uthmn kg ohrun ,uhfkn heuxp kfu ofhkg hbufhkn,a - ,uhfkn /abugu rfau

/k"fg '"wufu abugc lpvva cuy rfac vcuyk ubhburfz vkgha - ,uburfz /u,usjtu
hsuvh kf chhja vbuntv hrehg ezjk tuv v"r ka ouhv ,sucg rehga 'rtucn hrv    

hbhbgc ohgdub ohrcsvaf rcsn hn 'vyn ka vfukn hbhbgc tuv lf otu    
uchk kg ohan vhv tk vbav ,unh kfca lht ibuc,nv ost 'vkgn ka vfukn
hbpn utruc iumr ,t vrnv ohngp vnfu vnfa lhtu 'ohnak vhumr u,dvbv ot
dvb,h ukht trubv ihsv ouh tucc hf tuv gsuh tukv 'ucrec rgca rmhv ,rgc,

c ibuc,nv ost if otu 'ubumrf tka uwwj .rjh ubhs hrv ihsv ,shnc unhg vwwcevz"f
?ihsv ouhk tuv vbgh vnu u,nvc apb ,t tuv gsuh hrva 'uapbk ouen tmnh tk

,t vrnv rat kg utruc hbpk ohbp ,aucc tkn,vk ost kfk uk hutr ift     
thv 'u,ukpac ostv ,rfv omg vcrstu 'uhkg vgrv v,kf hf cuajh kc lt 'uhp
ihsv ,shn smna ,nt iv vbvs 'ihsv in unmg yknk j,pf uhbpk anan vnmg
,ufknvn vbuhkgv ,ufknv ,dvbv tuv vbua lt ',uae abghvk vhv hutr
tku ofh,ucajn h,ucajn tk hf (j 'vb) thcbv whgah ka uhrcsfu 'vbu,j,v
hp kg ot hf ost ka ubhs ,mruj vbht vyn ka ,ufkn /wv otb hfrs ofhfrs
,t vwwcev ;,ha ose hnhn sug hf 'vkgn ka vdvbvv tuv vbua lt 'ihsv ,shn

 /ihsv ,t aucfk uz vshn jufcu 'ihsv ,shnk ohnjrv ,shn
    jfc 'vcua,v thva vtkpb vb,n vwwcev ubk i,b uz vshn rrugk hsfc lt

yknnu 'ohnjrv ,shn uhkg lhanvk ostv vfuz vyrjv thv vrehga vcua,v
thv 'abugk tuv hutra rhfna ostv ,rfv omga tmnbu 'ihsv in unmg
lu,n er hf 'vcua, ,umn ohhek u,kufhc uz vrfv lu,n er hf 'u,kmvk aruav
utruc hbpk ,usuu,vku ucck ,t rcak u,kufhc iduvf u,dvbv v,hv tka vrfv

 /sug vkxfk cuah tka unmg kg v,gn kceku !h,tyj uhbpk rnuku
,uagk smhf ,ukhxnv tumnk 'ubhagnc apapbu apjbu ru,b if kgu     
vfzbu ubhesm rutf thmuha vfzb vz ,ufzcu 'r,uhc ,"hav kt cre,vku vcua,

 /oukaku ohcuy ohhj ohehsm ka irpxc o,jvku c,fvk
'vcua,v ,sucg rehg uvz ',ntcu /"ohna ,ufkn kug" unmg kg kceku /ihntvk
,ufkn kugv ahdrn vhv tka ,njn eru lt vhv 'vhkg rcg ostva vrhcg kfa
rehg 'v"r ouhc f"gu /uhbhg sdb abugu rfac vbuntv vhv tku 'unmg kg ohna
hrehgc ihntvk ubhhvu 'hsuvh ka u,uvn hrehgc ezj,vk tuv ostv ,sucg

/vcua,v hrehg uvzu 'ohna ,ufkn kug unmg kg ,kcecu 'vbuntv
aht ota 'vcua,v ,sucg ihbgc kusd suxh (:yn) ihaushec wndv hrcsc ubhmnu    
/u,gsc vcua, rvrv tna ',asuen uz hrv rund ehsm hbta n"g vat asen
'rund ehsm ,uhvk lhha 'vcua, ka rvrv ,njn ukhpta 'rxun hkgcv urthcu
,sucg exgca 'v"r ouhc j"ue ka ubc ic j"ue f"tu /ihaushe hxp, vz h"g eru
,njn rund ehsmf cajh htsu 'uckc vcua,c rvrvn sjtu sjt kf ,uhfknv
/veu,nu vcuy vbak vfzhu 'ohrund ohehsm ka irpxc c,fhk vfzh z"hgu 'vz rvrv

vkhj, ,uhfkn rnuk ohnfj utr vn" :(z"g l,ukgvc) hrpxv hrcs k"h z"pgu   
ohnjr uhbpkn aec f"jtu vkhj, lhkg uvfhknv tkt ?,urpuau ,uburfz f"jtu
kug ubhkg ohkcen ubta vz ',uhfkna rtucn /"rpuac vncu uk rfz,a hsf
vbuufvu /"veu,nu vcuy vba" ,"hav ,tn aeck kfuba iputv uvz 'ohna ,ufkn
z"hrv 'ohna ,ufkn kug g"g kcenu 'hutrf w,uhfknw ,sucgc exug wt ota 'k"bf

/veu,nu vcuy vbak vfzhu 'ohcuy ohhj ka rpxc c,fhk vfzhu 'vrund vcua,

vbuvf ,ub,n""  - tsxj wr says, if one ate or was ehzn the vbuvf ,ub,n that he had not yet given to a ivf, he is ihnuka,n ruyp. The Gemara gives
2 reasons: 1- the pasuk says "vz" which teaches that only if the ,ub,n are in existence must they be given to the ivf; if they are destroyed,he is
not responsible to make ihnuka,. 2- vbuvf ,ub,n are "ohgcu, uk ihta iunn". Rashi explains, there is no specific claimant, because each ivf that
is gcu, the ehzn, could be pushed off and told, it is not you who I want to give my vbuvf ,ub,n.  [t"ctu v"s]wxu,  says, the difference between
these 2 reasons is: If the ruyp is derived from the euxp, it is a total exemption and the ehzn is ruyp even ohna hbhsc. If the ruyp is because of the
technicality of ohgcu, uk iht, although he is absolved ost hbhsc, because no one could sue him, he would still be ohna hbhsc chhj. The i"r argues
with wxu,. He says, according to wxu, that there is still a ohna hbhsc cuhj why do we need to learn that the ktrah was ehzn it? Even if it is still here, it
is ohgcu, uk iht, because each ivf that comes to collect it could be pushed away and the same ihs of ohna hshc cuhj would apply, so whether it’s
ihgc or not ihgc it is the same halacha! So what is the aushj of tsxj wr? He learns, if it’s ihgc, the ktrah has a vumn to give it. tsxj wr is asjn if it
is not ihgc, then there is no longer anyvumn and therefore no iunn ihs either because there are no ohgcu,, so he is ruyp evenohna hshc.
    The rkphhyx ]cegh ,kve[uk wx  explains this ,eukjn: Tosfos holds that vbuvf ,ub,n in the hands of the ktrah, are already considered iunn
ycav, i.e. it belongs to all the ohbvf collectively, but since there is no specific claimant who can sue the ktrah, he can’t be taken to s"c. But since
he has stolen from the yca, he must make payment (ohna hbhsc). The rkphhyx says, based on this, if all the ohbvf would get together and file a
“class action suit” against the ktrah, he could be forced by s"c to give it, because now he can’t say I would give it to a different ivf. However, the
i"r holds that the ,ub,n while in the possession of the ktrah do not belong to the yca, rather are in a state of "ohbvfk repv". It is repv but can
only be acquired by ohbvf. So, if the ktrah damages it, since the ohbvf never owned it, they can’t demand payment and a class action won’t help
either because it was never in their ,uar. This is also why the i"r holds he is completely exempt even ohna hshc.
     The Gemara [tke] asks: If a king confiscates someone’s grain because of a debt, the ragn he would’ve separated from that grain, must be
taken off from other grain to make up for the lost ragn. Rashi explains: we see from this ihs that even though it is iunn of the ohbvf and uk iht
ohgcu,, he still must reimburse them. This contradicts the halacha of tsxj wr. The Gemara answers, this is different, because "vhk har,an tes".
Tosfos learns: by the king taking this grain, he was able to keep his other grain, thus he gained from this and must reimburse the ohbvf. Tosfos
asks, if so, by us too when one eats the vbuvf ,ub,n he has gained because he didn’t have to eat his other personal food and he should
likewise have to reimburse the ohbvf? Tosfos answers, that eating the vbuvf ,ub,n is not considered vhk har,an, because he could’ve fasted.

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Sefer Binah L’itim writes as follows:
     “wcbzk tku atrk vhvbaw - On Rosh Hashanah we eat the head of a fish and say, ‘May it be the will before You that we be
the head and not the tail.’ The double meaning is clear: It is not enough to strive to be the head, for the question will arise -
the head of what? Noble and righteous people, or uncouth simpletons. Thus, we ask that we should be the head of ‘Heads’ -
great, wise and faithful individuals, rather than the leader of ‘Tails.’ - people who deserve to be in the back of the Nation.”

A Wise Man would say: “Remember that the purpose of life is to lead a life of purpose.”      
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         A SERIES IN HALACHA
       LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Halachos and Minhagim of the Yamim Noraim (2)
Rosh Hashana on Shabbos. In bentching on the first day of Rosh
Hashana (also the first day of Sukkos and Shemini Atzeres), by the
third beracha, we mention both Shabbos and Yom Tov this year.
The Shabbos addition of "vmr" is said before "tchu vkgh" of Yom
Tov because it is said more often and a more common mitzvah
precedes a less common mitzvah. This rule is known as: rhs,"
"osue rhs, rhs, ubhtau (1). Also, at the end of bentching, by the
"injrv" phrases, we say the phrase for Shabbos before Yom Tov
for the same reason. If one said the wrong one first, he has still
fulfilled his obligation and does not repeat bentching (2). 
Forgot to Mention Rosh Hashana. If one completely forgot to
mention Rosh Hashana in bentching, the poskim debate what he
should do. By a regular Yom Tov bentching, if one forgets vkgh"
"tchu by the night and first daytime bentching, he must bentch
over since it is an obligation to eat bread and bentch. There is a
minority opinion (3) that one is allowed to fast on Rosh Hashana.
Although we do not do so, that opinion might be enough for one

  

      

not to repeat bentching if the mistake was made. Mishna Berura
(4) rules that he should repeat it while the Kitzur (5) is lenient. R’
S. Z. Auerbach zt”l held (6) like a third opinion that only at night
one should repeat bentching because those who permit fasting
only allow it by day. Ladies do not repeat bentching if they forgot
"tchu vkgh" because even on a regular Yom Tov many hold that
they do not repeat, certainly not on Rosh Hashana.
Second Night Meal. On the second night there is a slight doubt
whether we say (in candle-lighting and Kiddush) "ubhhjva ,frc".
Therefore, we put a new fruit on the table to make extra sure that
the beracha is not said needlessly and eat it right after Kiddush (7).
The lady of the house lights candles right before Kiddush with
the appropriate berachos. Then, without delay or speaking out,
Kiddush is recited, wine given out, the fruit is eaten saying ".gv"
and not "ubhhjva". If one intends to eat more fruit during the meal
or for dessert, he should exempt them with this ".gv" and not say
a vburjt vfrc on the fruit. If he doesn’t plan to have any fruit in
the meal or dessert, he does say a vburjt vfrc if he ate enough.

   



     If you ask the average person what the tefillos that we all recite Rosh Hashanah are about, and what it is we are
davening for, chances are you will get a variation of “to be inscribed in the Book of Life,” or “to merit a sweet new year.”
(Believe me, I have tried this.) Short and simple. And indeed, Rosh Hashanah is the Yom HaDin, when everything is
decided on this auspicious day. Someone has parnassah struggles - that was decided on the previous Rosh Hashanah.
Children, rachmana litzlan, die in a gas leak in a daycare - that too was decreed the previous Rosh Hashanah. A community
member contracts the dreaded disease - it was also decided on Rosh Hashanah. 
      "vzv ouhf sepb tk hn". Our health, our family, our children, our parnassah, peace and prosperity in the world, on an
individual level and on a Klal Yisroel level - everything is on the table. Everything is determined on this awesome Day of
Judgment. It is scary. And it is certainly understandable why one would want to daven about these things on Rosh
Hashanah. Aimas HaDin! Fear of judgment! But that is not the main theme of the tefillos of Rosh Hashanah.
     R’ Moshe Chaim Luzzatto zt”l (Ramchal) writes that the main thrust of the Rosh Hashanah tefillos is Kabbolas
Malchus Shamayim - Hashem Melech. This idea of crowning Hashem as the King over the entire world permeates the
entire tefillah. And that is the main focus of what we should be concentrating on and emphasizing in our tefillos.
     Another point is worth mentioning. We say in the Mussaf tefillah, "ohscgf ot /// ohbcf ot /// okug ,rv ouhv". The Nesivos
Shalom explains that the main din of Rosh Hashanah is if we will be banim (sons) or are we avadim (servants). What is our
relationship with Hashem? Are the 613 mitzvos a series of burdens or paths to a relationship with Hashem? When we accept
Hashem as King, and view Him as our loving Father, as Avinu Malkeinu, we will memeila be zocheh to the berachah of
ohhj lkn hbp rutc. May we all have a kesiva vachasima tova and a gut gebentchte yahr!

      On Rosh Hashanah we read how Yishmael was banished from his home by Avraham Avinu so that his negative influence
should not impact Yitzchok Avinu. This serves as a reminder of how vigilant one must be to steer clear from negative spiritual
environments for oneself and one’s family. Yet at the same time, we read something extraordinary. Though Yishmael was a
small child on the brink of death, Hashem, in His infinite kindness, revived him by presenting a source of water, conveying the
idea of "oa tuv ratc". We see that Hashem judges a person on Rosh Hashanah based on their matzav right then and there. 
    Based on this idea, the Meshech Chochma asks: Winter is not a time to plant or harvest, creating a lull in the agricultural
industry. Hence a Yid would be able to spend the majority of his day steeped in Torah and davening. Conversely, the summer is a
busy season, with less time for significant hours to devote to avodas Hashem. Wouldn’t it be better to schedule Rosh Hashanah
during the winter so that our "oa tuv ratc" would then be on a higher spiritual level? He answers, the posuk right before the one
quoted above contains the mitzvos of vtpu vjfa yek. Unlike ,uragnu ,unur, that one may choose whom to give it to, these ,ub,n
ohhbg are for any destitute person. There is no greater zechus than showering generosity upon another Yid with no discrimination.
Hence, tcrst, the most auspicious time, the preferable "oa tuv ratc" is when the g"acr sees how we care for our fellow brother. 
     This year we don’t sound the shofar on the first day of Rosh Hashanah, as it falls out on the day of Shabbos. Chazal
coin this as a "vcrs vrhzd", since Rabba was the one who enacted the gezeira not to blow the shofar fearing someone will
carry the shofar to an expert for lessons and be mechallel Shabbos. As we know, the vbfx of not blowing the shofar is
great. But when Hashem sees how concerned we are for another’s ruchniyus by being willing to forgo mitzvas shofar so
that no one will sin, that will be the biggest zechus and can facilitate a wealth of berachos and a int ubkufk vcuy vba.             

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 ubnn ezj shn uktdu cegh ,t wv vsp hf(h-tk whnrh)

ct ojrf ubnjr ohbcf ot /ohscgf ot ohbcf ot
 /// ,uhuk, lk ubhbhg ohscgf otu /ohbc kg(;xun)

iu,ca ofk vhvh asjk sjtc hghcav asjc
ase tren vgur, iurfz /// (sf-df trehu)

 /// tuv lurc ausev ohfknv hfkn lkn hbpk ohsunu ohuj,anu ohgruf ubjbtu(v"r ;xunc ubhkg ,khp,)
     It was Rosh Hashanah morning, and a solemn, quiet hum filled the study of Maran HaGaon R’ Chaim Kanievsky zt”l.
Because space was severely limited in his home, every seat allocated beyond the immediate family carried deep weight and
not just anyone could enter. Among the small gathering of mispallelim, one man stood out. There was an intense,
unmistakable posture to his davening, an aura of profound devotion that immediately drew the eyes of those around him. 
     Seeking to understand who this man was and how he had come to claim such a coveted place in R’ Chaim’s inner
sanctum, a grandson approached him after davening. When asked about his background, the man smiled, a look of someone
who had carried a secret for years, simply waiting for the right moment to share it. He explained that his journey had begun
thirty years earlier, born out of a catastrophic car accident that had completely crushed his leg. In the painful years following
the crash, his life had been defined by immobility and despair. The most elite medical minds had carefully examined his file,
evaluated the terrifying X-rays, and delivered a unanimous, shattering verdict: the damage was far too extensive, and the
chances of restoring any function were absolute zero. No doctor was willing to take the risk of operating on a leg so
thoroughly shattered. On one occasion, a specialist had scheduled a date for surgery, only to get cold feet the evening before and
cancel the procedure entirely. Left with a ruined leg and dim prospects, the man was forced to accept a life of physical limitation.
    Eventually, seeking spiritual solace, he entered the humble residence of R’ Chaim Kanievsky. He poured out his broken heart,
explaining that he could barely walk and that no doctor on earth would risk operating on his leg. R’ Chaim listened, but rather
than focusing on the medical impossibility, he asked a single unexpected question: “Are you able to do ohgruf?” (In Mussaf
on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, during Aleinu and the avodah, every person kneels [gruf] - on the ground.)
    The man shook his head sadly, explaining that he could barely stand on his foot, let alone bend down to kneel. Without
hesitation, R’ Chaim looked at him with absolute certainty and commanded: “Perform the operation so that you can kneel!”
    When the man tried to protest, repeating the definitive judgments of the world’s leading orthopedic surgeons who insisted
the leg was beyond repair, the Sage refused to hear another word. He simply repeated the directive with unwavering
conviction: go perform the surgery so that you can do ohgruf before the King. Well, armed with this clear spiritual mandate,
the man felt a surge of renewed strength. He sought out the top orthopedic specialist in the world, a non-Jewish doctor
renowned for handling the most impossible cases. Moved by the patient’s relentless determination, the doctor surprisingly
agreed to re-examine the file and, against all medical precedent, decided to take on the high-risk operation.
    The surgery stretched on for agonizing hours, every movement fraught with peril. Yet, against all physical odds, the
operation was a breathtaking success. For the first time in three decades, after months of grueling rehabilitation, the man was
able to lower himself to the ground, bend his knee, and pour out his soul in tearful gratitude to the Almighty.
    Overwhelmed by what had transpired, the man traveled to thank the world-famous surgeon who had performed the medical
marvel. But as he began to express his deep gratitude, the non-Jewish doctor abruptly cut him off, raising his hands in protest.
“You have nothing to thank me for!” the surgeon exclaimed, his voice filled with genuine awe. “You must thank only the
Creator, the Blessed One! I have performed thousands of complex surgeries in my career, but I have never in my life
attempted a procedure so complicated. Science cannot explain how your leg was restored. It was only a direct hand from
Above - pure Divine assistance - that carried you through that operating room and put you back on your feet.”
     Standing in the quiet atmosphere of R’ Chaim’s study, the venerable Jew concluded his extraordinary tale. It was not
merely medicine that had healed his body, but the beracha of a holy tzaddik who saw past human limitations. Since his
miraculous recovery, he made it his sacred mission to return year after year, traveling to do ohgruf on Rosh Hashanah in the
shadow of R’ Chaim Kanievsky, eager to bow, kneel, and surrender his heart in the very place where his miracle was born.       
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 /// hj kf apb sep,u vbn,u rupx,u(;eu, vb,b ,khp,)
llllyyyynnnn: One of the most unforgettable experiences in Israel are
when cars slowly patrol the streets of Yerushalayim with
loudspeakers strapped to their roofs, blasting out the latest
breaking news or announcement at top volume. Whether it’s
a levayah (funeral), an urgent machaah (protest), or a
community gathering, the ram kol (loudspeaker) captures the
attention of everyone in earshot.
   Legendary Maggid, R’ Yankel Galinsky zt”l, once used
this imagery to convey a beautiful lesson. “Tell me, what do
they announce on the ram kols in Heaven?” he would ask.
“What breaking news are they spreading up there? They
already know everything. Past, present, and future are visible.
So, where is the surprise? What gets the angels excited?”
 

   R’ Yankel would smile and answer. “They are broadcasting
our choices! They announced: “Ploni was insulted today, but
he held his tongue! Ploni was exhausted, but he overcame his
nature and opened a Gemara! Ploni was faced with a big
nisayon (test) in the workplace but remained honest!”
llllyyyynnnnpppp: Chazal teach us: “Everything is in the hands of Heaven,
except for fear of Heaven.” Hashem knows our struggles and
our natural inclinations. The only thing left entirely up to us is
our free will. Will we succumb to the yetzer hara, or will we
rise above it? On Rosh Hashanah, the heavenly books are
opened. Every aspect of our lives is reviewed. What can tip
those scales in our favor? It is the breaking news of the
heavenly “ram kols.” When we break a habit in a positive
way, we create a headline in Heaven. On Rosh Hashanah,
those headlines become our most powerful advocates.

  On the second day of Rosh Hashanah, the Haftorah is read
from Sefer Yirmiyahu. Despite the nation’s shortcomings,
Yirmiyahu HaNavi declares: ezj shn uktdu cegh ,t wv vsp hf"
"ubnn - “For Hashem will ransom Yaakov [Klal Yisroel] and
redeem him from one too strong for him.” This is meant to
invoke Hashem’s endless patience for His children in the
hopes that He will inscribe us all in the book of life. Chazal
ask why Yirmiyahu adds the word "ubnn" at the end. It seems
superfluous to say that the redemption will be from people
who are stronger than Klal Yisroel. Obviously, they are
stronger, for if not, they would not have a grip on Klal Yisroel.
    R’ Yihya Teboul shlita (Av Beis Din of Lyon, France -
Sefer Maros Yeshorim) says that Chazal often extol the

innate connection between the strength of our foes and the
severity of our sins. The Satan seizes any opportunity to attack
Klal Yisroel, and even brings the mitzvos of evildoers as a way
of showing Hashem that we do not deserve Divine mercy as
they are no better than us sinners who also do mitzvos.
   Thus, Yirmiyahu HaNavi states that despite the Satan’s
predations, Klal Yisroel always has an advantage - we have
the ability to invoke Hashem’s attribute of mercy - ,sn
ohnjrv. Even when the Satan claims that we are no different
than the sinners and should be treated alike, Hashem’s
compassion for His children overrides all of those frivolous
claims and we can thus be assured that the Almighty will
always have a spot for us in His merciful heart.

i
i
i
i
i
i
i


