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A SERIES IN HALACHA
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"B919 125 N oY’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (130)
Honoring Seforim: Sitting on a Bench or Bed with Seforim.
Last week we wrote about the halachos of sitting on the same
bench or bed/couch where seforim are laying. From all those
halachos it is clear that to put a sefer down on a chair or bench
when no one is sitting there is permitted.

Sitting on a Box of Seforim. The Poskim (1) discuss if one may
sit on a box of seforim. If it is a soft sack or bag where the
individual’s weight is pressing down on the seforim, it is
definitely considered a bizayon (shame) for seforim, and it is
forbidden, as explained in Nekudas Hakesef 2. However, to sit
on a hard box, there are two opinions. The Taz ) rules strictly
while the Shach @ and Magen Avraham () are lenient. The
psak seems to be that one should preferably be machmir but in a
time of need one could be lenient ).

Exceptions. If there is a Tefach (handbreadth/34 inches)
between the the box-top and the seforim, it is permitted (7). If the
box is screwed into the floor or a nearby wall, it is permitted as
explained by the Taz . If the box is not designated just for
seforim, but rather it is designated also for mundane items and
does have some mundane items in it, it is permitted ©).

Shul Benches and Seats with a Seforim Box Underneath.
There are some shuls, especially older ones, that still have
benches or seat boxes attached underneath. They are used for
siddurim and other seforim. There is a difference of opinion
about how to classify them. The Mishna Berura (10) equates
them with actual boxes and one should preferably be machmir -
and can only be lenient in a time of need. However, the Aruch
Hashulchan (1) holds that they are permitted according to all.
His reasoning is that since the top was made for sitting on, it is
more lenient. Many times, these benches are screwed directly
into the floor and are therefore permitted, as mentioned in the
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previous paragraph. Some school chairs are constructed like this
and are not screwed into the ground, but still might have the third
exception mentioned above, of being designated for mundane
items, such as secular school books, as well.
Sitting on a Bench Before the Seforim. Shu’’t Teshuras Shai
(2 rules that if one sat down on a bench which had no seforim
on it, and later a sefer was placed there, he does not have to stand
up. He compares this to the case in Shulchan Aruch (13) where
one is sitting in his place and another person came behind him
and started davening Shemona Esrei. Although normally, one
should not sit in front of one davening, in that case, the first
person does not have to stand; so too, if he was sitting before the
seforim came. Other Poskim don’t mention such a leniency.
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Tosfos writes that it is no wonder that by Pidyon Haben, we recite a
wnnw no7a but by a Bris Milah we do not. Since Pidyon Haben is
not common, it requires the beracha of "y»ninw”, while Milah does not.
The Rambam (v-~> ™12 on) paskens that we should recite a
"nnv” at a Bris Milah. The Rem’a (non 7"v) says that the custom is
not to recite it at a Bris Milah. The Gr'a argues and says it should be
no different than a Pidyon Haben, and holds that one is required to
make a "wninv". Aside from the reason of Tosfos above, there are
numerous other reasons given why most say not to make a "w»ninw".
The yyx 9 says that since the baby is in pain, it's not proper to recite
the beracha. swam»n mnyn says that when two people are involved
(amw v nnnw) i.e. father and mother, a "y»ninw” is not recited.

In Eretz Yisroel today, it is the custom to recite "w»ninw”. In N,
N WO, those that follow &30 »»nan recite "w»ninw”. There are those
that say the reason this beracha became so prevalent in Eretz Yisroel
is that when the early talmidim of the Gria settled in the Holy Land,
they followed the Gaon'’s opinion and it remains the common minhag.
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R’ Moshe Sternbuch shlit’a (Taam Vodaas) would say:
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“»D 727m1 NWN SN 'N 727 - The desert is mentioned here to hint that just as the Shechina was found in the Ohel

Moed, so it is available to anyone who deserves it like a lost object in the desert. The posuk is also hinting that Hashem
is available to those who remain uninfluenced by evil environments and behave as if they are alone in a desert. The
Rambam (Y my7">n) writes that a person who cannot reach a place where people behave properly because of soldiers or
disease, should dwell by himself, sometimes even alone in the desert. There he will merit to find the Shechina.”

R’ Nosson Raiz shlit’a (Kaftor Vaferach in the name of R’ Yankel Cohen shlit’a) would say:

“Chazal tell us (N naw) that when Klal Yisroel heard each commandment directly from Hashem, their souls left them
out of fear, and Hashem brought a special dew (9v) down to revive them. If so, when Hashem held the mountain above
their heads and warned them to accept the Torah, why didn’t their souls leave them then as well? Because each 1121
was said with fire, and the people panicked from the flames, whereas there was no fire when Hashem lifted Har Sinai.”
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A Wise Person would say: “Too many are not living their dreams because they’re living their fears.” | Sxyper qp1 piaax 4
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On the day Moshe Rabbeinu was instructed to count
the Jewish people, Rashi tells us they all gathered and
“brought the records of their pedigrees (DO M30) and
witnesses of their birth claims, so that each one should
trace himself to a shevet.” To better grasp the meaning of
the posukim and Rashi’s words, and as Parshas Bamidbar
coincides with Shavuos/Matan Torah, it is worth quoting
the following beautiful Medrash: “When Bnei Yisroel
accepted the Torah (on Har Sinai), the nations of the world
were jealous of them ... Hashem shut their mouths and said
to them, ‘Bring me your record books (YONy 199) just as
My children have done ... for they were only worthy to
receive the Torah on account of their pedigree.”

This Medrash really speaks volumes unto itself. Chazal
are teaching us, and all future generations, that we merited
the Torah and triumphed over the nations of the world,
because we have a great Yichus - we uphold the Mesora of
our ancestors, and remain connected in an unbroken chain,
all the way back to Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov. This is
a zechus that the gentiles cannot even relate to. They do not
subscribe to this “merit” - in fact, they choose to live with
the antithesis of this notion. For them, every generation
going forward is more advanced than the one preceding it.
They not only do not look back, they refuse to recognize
their ancestors and what they have accomplished.

For Klal Yisroel, though, our ability to be connected to
earlier doros and adding a link in the chain of our Mesora
is ultimately connecting us back to Har Sinai and the day
we received the Torah. In addition, we can bring our
“record books” and show the world that our ancestors were
moser nefesh for Hashem throughout all the generations in
so many unimaginable ways. We lived and died to sanctify
the glorious Name of Hashem. The gentiles have no claim
to that at all - they cannot even begin to fathom it.

It is therefore no wonder that we are still here today
upholding and waving the banner of Torah so proudly.
May we continue to bask in the rays of our forefathers and
glean from their wonderful ways, from their wisdom, from
their Mesora - and thereby bring Hashem much nachas.
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The Rem’a (» 9yo) quotes the famous minhag of
adorning our shuls and homes with flowers and other
greenery for the beautiful Yom Tov of Shavuos. Many
explanations have been offered to understand the purpose
of this custom, its deeper meaning, and what the correlation
is between Matan Torah and flowers. I would like to offer
the following machshavos - three angles to ponder:
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FROM THE FAMILY OF
R CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN ZI'L

1) The Rem’a writes an extra word when quoting this
minhag. He adds: "nmn ynn nmwd 91" - a reminder of
the joy of receiving the Torah. He does not simply write
"N D 11" - a reminder of when Hashem gave us the
Torah. He specifically adds the word “simchas.” It
would seem that the Rem’a is alluding to a deeper
meaning here. Flowers are an interesting phenomena, a
ND9) N3, a wondrous creation. Someone who is sick
receives flowers. Someone who is sad receives flowers.
People always give each other flowers to cheer them up.
Flowers join us on our Shabbos and Yom Tov tables, as
well as at just about every simcha and celebration.
Seemingly, flowers have the ability to be mesameach, to
gladden the hearts of people. On Har Sinai, Hashem
brought flowers to this mountain in the desert, in order to
show us that living a life of Torah and Mitzvos, is truly a
“bed of flowers” - it is a joyous life, something happy,
gladdening and exhilarating. Thus, the Rem’a says,
“Zecher L’Simchas Matan Torah” - it is to remind of
this unique and special happiness.

2) Flowers are a symbol of love. In fact, it is the universal
symbol of affection, adoration and devotion, for
thousands of years. One brings his wife or mother
flowers for Shabbos. Flowers are given on special
occasions like birthdays, anniversaries, etc. Hashem
gave His Chosen Nation the ultimate gift, His Torah,
wrapped in love because it bonds us with Him. On the
anniversary of Matan Torah, we spread out flowers and
others blossoms, to represent these “layers of love” with
which we accepted the Torah.

3) There is another dimension which can easily be

overlooked. When we see a beautiful flower, we tend to
marvel at its sheer beauty, forgetting the tremendous
effort that went into producing such a beautiful object.
The gardener had to till the soil, plant the seed, water it
constantly, and even cut and remove the thorns. Of
course, he must also daven for siyata dishmaya.
The same applies for a life of Torah and Mitzvos. It takes
much effort and tefillah to yield positive results. But it is
well worth it. Children are likened to flowers. A good
child with refined middos does not happen by chance.
The parents must till the soil, and yes, sometimes even
punish the child, which is in reality for his or her own
benefit. To cultivate good children is a work of art, and
one must daven to Hashem that his efforts produce a
beautiful flower. Thus, we follow the minhag of adorning
our homes and shuls with flowers, because on Shavuos, as
we accept the Torah anew year after year, we also
“replant” the seeds of our beautiful flowers, who we hope
will grow and cultivate into myriad gardens of nachas.
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When we think about the Yom Tov of Shavuos, we are
inspired by the fact that it is the day we received the greatest
gift imaginable. It is the day the entire world waited two
thousand four hundred and forty eight years for. The Torah is
the purpose of the world, and yet we can say that something
even greater happened on that very special day, the 6" of
Sivan, 2448. The greatest thing imaginable occurred on that

day and that is ... we became permanently attached to
Hashem! Up until this point we were good friends! Avraham
Avinu discovered Hashem and chose to pass down his
ideology of monotheism to his generation and to his children
and grandchildren. Yaakov Avinu went down with 70 family
members to Egypt, all fearing Hashem and doing His will.
The Jewish people multiplied greatly and cried out to
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Hashem to save them from their enemies who tortured them
for 210 years. Our relationship was being formed as Klal
Yisroel was being purified in fire. Only after Hashem did
great miracles for us, revealed His great power and love for
His people, and took us out of Egypt, was the relationship
fully formed and Am Yisroel became completely devoted to
Hashem. But then, just seven weeks later, on Chag Shavuos,
our status completely changed. Hashem attached us to Him,
the way a man takes a wife and we became one!

Shavuos is the nuptials between Bnei Yisroel and Hashem.
The Torah is the kesubah - the marriage contract - which
tells us how to strengthen and deepen this attachment. The
613 mitzvos are 613 solutions which allow us to get closer to
Hashem; because we are permanently attached, we can
never, ever lose that connection. We just need to constantly
work on tightening the bond. This connection was truly the
greatest gift that we received on Shavuos.

The word "myav" means promises. It is referring to the
promises that Hashem made to us: “You shall be for Me a
Kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” “You are children to
Hashem, your G-d.” Hashem promised us that He will
always be there for us and no matter what, He will never
leave us. If this is what Hashem has promised us, then what
do we promise Him? What is OUR end of the deal?

Well, obviously our job is to keep the Torah and do the
mitzvos, that is our marriage contract, after all. But there is
something that is extremely crucial in upholding the entire
relationship. In fact, this is true for all marriages, and no less
in the marriage between us and Hashem. It is actually the one
and only mitzvah on the day of Shavuos! There is no lulav,
no matzah and no shofar. (And eating cheesecake is not a
mitzvah, it is a minhag.) The only mitzvah on this great day
of the calendar .... is to be happy. “V’samachta b’chagecha -

you shall rejoice with the holiday!” It is your wedding day.
You prepared and prepared for this great day and now, you
are only meant to do one thing - BE HAPPY! Show Hashem
how thrilled you are to become His kallah, to become
permanently attached to Him. Is there any greater way to
express our love and appreciation for Him?

Rabbi Ezriel Tauber z#”’I tells the story of a man who
came to him with a terrible problem. He said that his wife
does absolutely nothing around the house. She doesn’t cook
or clean and just yaps on the phone all day. But on top of that,
she is always miserable. She never smiles, never has a good
word to say, she is always unhappy, no matter what. The man
asked if Rabbi Tauber could help him? He answered that, yes,
he thinks he can help, but only in one area. He could either
focus on teaching her to cook and clean and take charge of
her domestic responsibilities. That would take some time but
he felt that he could manage to make her a functional woman
in her home. Or, he said, I could focus on her mood. I could
teach her to be happy and positive. With time and lots of
training, it is possible to make her into a happy person!
Which would the man prefer? The man did not have to think
for too long! I want a happy wife, because a happy wife is a
happy life. Everything else will fall into place, if she has a
smile upon her face! Being happy when you are around your
spouse is the greatest way to express your deep love.

On Shavuos, this is our mitzvah, it is our focus, because
what does Hashem want from His beloved wife? He wants us
to be happy, to show Him how thrilled we are to become His
beloved kallah. So let’s go out of our way to make this the
most beautiful affair. Celebrate this day in the most beautiful
manner; not to show off to your friends, but to show Hashem
how happy and delighted you are to be His beloved bride,
permanently attached to Him through Torah.
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Hoshea HaNavi echoed Hashem’s famous declaration to
Avraham Avinu that he will have many descendants: “The
number of the children of Israel shall be as the sand of the
sea, which can be neither measured nor counted.” While the
promise was continuously renewed throughout the ages, the
obvious question is that the Jewish nation is anything but big.
On the contrary, the Jewish people make up a fraction of the
world population - how then is this promise fulfilled?

R’ Alexander Zushia Friedman z#”’l (Mayana shel
Torah) quotes Chazal who say that when Klal Yisroel are
doing the will of the almighty then they can not be counted,
but when they rebel against His words, then they could be
counted. However, the Jewish people’s behavior constantly
fluctuates between good and bad. Sometimes, they do the
will of Hashem, while at other times, they don’t. If so, how
then can Chazal’s answer be understood?

DAL DNAK WA K
He answers that a number is superficial in that it depends
on a great many things. Moshe Rabbeinu was equal to all of
Brnei Yisroel, and Yair Ben Menashe was equated to the
entire Sanhedrin. While we may think that the number one
is actually one in value, it can just as easily be valued at a
higher denomination. Thus, when Klal Yisroel does the will
of the almighty, they are each considered great and their
intrinsic value becomes exponentially greater. However,
when they fail to adhere to Hashem and His teachings, they
are counted only for their physical amount.

Chag HaShavuos is a time of deep meaning and great
spiritual aspiration. The Haftorah for the first day is read
from Yechezkel HaNavi, while on the second day we read
from the prophecies of Chavakuk HaNavi. Both portions of
Haftorah are descriptions of a manifestation of Hashem and
His greatness, and were therefore chosen for this reason.
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operation to destroy the reactor was necessary. The attack was planned and code-named Operation Opera.

May 14, 1981 was the original date planned for the attack in Iraq. The latest intelligence reports showed that the nuclear
reactor was protected by five surface-to-air missile batteries and a large number of anti-aircraft guns. The operation needed
to go off without a hitch. However, due to information that leaked out inexplicably, the operation was postponed.
Menachem Begin was furious and bided his time until the time was right for the attack.

The following was related by Rabbi Menachem Stern who was privy to the details. One day in early June, the Prime
Minister picked up his private phone and made two phone calls to two Gedolei Hador. The first was to R’ Elazar
Menachem Mann Shach z#’l, the Rosh Yeshivah of Ponovezh and the other was to the Baba Sali, Chacham Rav
Yisroel Abuchatzeira z¢”l. He told both rabbis in strict confidence of the impending attack and asked for a blessing that it
should be met with success. Rav Shach listened carefully to the details and then offered a heartfelt beracha.

The Baba Sali also listened closely as Menachem Begin described what he could of the operation. Suddenly, he asked,
“Please tell me, what time do you plan on starting the attack?”

Begin replied that it is officially scheduled for the 6th of Sivan, the day of Shavuos - at precisely 12:30 pm, although it
was top secret and things can change. One never knew about these types of missions.

The Baba Sali then said, “Please try to push off the attack until 2:30 pm.” The Prime Minister replied that it was not up
to him but to his military staff to decide what time to begin the operation. These things are timed down to the minute, but
he would certainly try to move the time back two hours, if that is what the holy Chacham requested.

A number of people were present when the Baba Sali took the phone call with the Prime Minister of Israel, however,
no one was brazen enough to ask the Chacham why he made this unusual request. Was it Ruach Hakodesh that told him to
ask for the attack to be delayed by two hours? Did he know that the original time was not a “successful hour” and needed
to be changed? Questions abounded but who would be the one to ask the Tzaddik? Finally, R’ Yaakov Edelstein z¢”’l
gathered his courage and asked the Baba Sali the question they all wished to know.

The Baba Sali listened thoughtfully and then replied, “When I heard that the operation was scheduled for Chag
HaShavuos, 1 thought that perhaps the Koach HaTorah of that day could help it be successful. What do most Bnei Torah
do on Shavuos? They usually stay up all night learning Torah, daven early with the netz, and then go to sleep for a few
hours. When they wake up, they will eat their Seudas Yom Tov and following that, will return to the Beis Medrash. 1
thought to myself,” said the Baba Sali, “if they go to sleep in the morning, they will wake up and eat their seudah around
noontime. Now, although the seudas Hachag is a mitzvah, it is not enough of a protection for our fighters who are in the
midst of a daring and dangerous operation. No, for that, they need the Koach HaTorah. So, in my estimation, the Bnei
Torah will eat at 12 pm, and by 2:30, they will have already finished and gone back to the Beis Medrash to learn Torah.”

Postscript: In order to avoid any further postponement, Operation Opera was pushed up by one day and took place on
June 7, during the afternoon of erev Shavuos. The flight to Iraq was done low-level so as to minimize the possibility of
being spotted by aircraft radar in any of the Arab nations the planes flew over. King Hussein of Jordan was vacationing in
Agaba during the attack. Seeing the planes pass over his head, he immediately notified the Iraqis to warn them that they
may be the targets of an Israeli attack. It appears that Iraq never got the message and without King Hussein’s warning,
Iraqi defenses were caught completely by surprise. They opened fire too late. In one minute and twenty seconds, the Iraqi
nuclear reactor lay in ruins. (Lachazos B’Noam Hashem)
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How did the Sages know this? Because they knew that there

Yom: There was a banker in Budapest who kept his place of were certainly heretics among the Nation, people who did

business open on Shabbos. The Ksav Sofer, R’ Avraham
Shmuel Binyamin Sofer zt”l, rebuked the banker and
sought to convince him to close his bank on Shabbos. The
banker retorted that he was not observant in mitzvos.

The Rav responded that if the banker did not heed his plea
out of fear of G-d, he should do so out of embarrassment.

not desire to accept the Torah, with its many obligations.
Yet, even they agreed to accept it, as the Torah relates, “All
the people answered as one.” Given the overwhelming
sentiment in favor of receiving the Torah, these individuals
were embarrassed to be out of the mainstream. Thus, they
also proclaimed that they were willing to heed G-d’s word.

The banker chuckled at this line of reasoning. “How,” he ‘7&m3: The Sages deduced from this, said the Ksav Sofer to

asked, “did embarrassment enter the picture? What shame
was there in not being observant or keeping Shabbos?”

The Ksav Sofer replied that the Sages say, “If one does
not have the quality of humility, it is a certainty that his
ancestors were not present at Mount Sinai.” (Nedarim 20a).

the banker, that if one lacks the trait of humility and is
willing to separate himself from the mainstream, it is a sign
that his forefathers were not present at Mount Sinai. Thus,
since the banker was Jewish, he had to respect the tradition
out of embarrassment, regardless of his personal views.




larger cities. Every newspaper, every publication, every book was checked prior to its circulation. If a censor chanced
upon even a single sentence that struck him the wrong way, the media was condemned - never to see the light of day.

Censors were particularly strict with Jewish books. When it came to sacred Jewish books, even the lowest ranking
censor was empowered to do as he pleased: to erase passages, tear out pages, or prohibit its publication altogether. If the
author or publisher dared complain to the CBC, the unjust censor was not reprimanded. He received a promotion!

Who did the Bureau hire to examine seforim written in Yiddish and lashon hakodesh? Meshumadim, of course, corrupt
apostate Jews who had converted to Christianity. These traitors were ignoramuses who had gone to a cheder in childhood,
but had long ago discarded the yoke of Judaism.

One such censor in the city of Zhitomir was especially memorable for the uproar he caused. The episode happened
under the reign of Czar Nicholas I, who succeeded his brother Alexander in 1825. Since the censor himself only vaguely
remembered his alef beis, he found a young fellow, a complete ignoramus, to read through the numerous seforim he was
given, and report on the contents. At first, the assistant nixed every sefer that passed through his hands - refusing to
sanction a single holy book. After a time, the corrupt assistant discovered a wonderful source of income that stemmed
from his daily occupation: accepting hefty bribes from authors and printers in exchange for his approval.

One day, a Zhitomir printer received an order to print a new edition of Tikkun Leil Shavuos, the ancient sefer learned
during the first night of Shavuos. This sefer has been around for centuries and the printer thought nothing of filling the
order. He assiduously laid the plates to print hundreds of copies. One copy was snatched off the press and submitted to the
censor’s office. A few days later, the printer returned to obtain the permit for the book’s reprint. But his request was
denied. The printer was told: Your book has been confiscated. The matter has been handed over to the authorities.

The man was shocked. An old, established sefer like Tikkun Leil Shavuos, a sefer which Gedolim and simpletons alike
read with much love and care, should have earned approval automatically. He hadn’t thought a bribe to the censor’s
assistant was necessary. What could possibly be wrong with the ancient words recited on the night of Shavuos?

The printer raced to the home of the assistant. “I’m not in charge,” the man insisted stubbornly. “The censor did this on
his own. I can do nothing for you. You will have to see the censor himself.”

The printer’s appeal to the censor was met with fury. “How dare you print a subversive book like that!” he shouted.

“What did you find objectionable in this book?” the printer queried cautiously.

“It’s a mixed up book, with no beginning and no end - a scrap from here, a pinch from there, a concoction of dialects.
It’s a book without continuity. In short - a crazy book!” The printer attempted to defend the book, explaining its
meaningfulness for the Shavuos holiday. But the arrogant censor could not be swayed. He had overrideen his assistant and
was going to stop the Jews from saying their prayers on the holiday, no matter what it took. “I can tell that the book is
treasonous. You Jews read it at night when everyone is sleeping. Don’t tell me that this book is safe!”

“Besides,” the censor added, “in the beginning of the book it says, ‘You have chosen us from all the nations.” How dare
you say such a thing? You look down on the Russian people? You think you are better, you are ‘Chosen’? You're lucky I
don’t have you arrested just for that!”

Shaking from his encounter, the printer ran to the Zhitomir Rav z¢”/ to relate all that had transpired. That night, the
Rav called a gathering of the leaders of the community, delineating the serious repercussions this affair could have for
Russian Jewry at large if left unchecked. What would the censor disapprove of next? Two emissaries were quickly
dispatched to the headquarters of the CBC in Kiev and St. Petersburg, requesting a shakeup of the Zhitomir office.

The arrogant censor soon discovered that he had gone too far. A senior Russian official named Grunbaum-Fyodorov
was an apostate who nevertheless remained a supporter of Jewish causes. When he learned about the confiscated Tikkun
Leil Shavuos, he told the CBC authorities that the Zhitomir censor was clearly unfit for his job. The CBC immediately
telegrammed Zhitomir, ordering the censor to approve the publication of Tikkun Leil Shavuos - and the Jewish community
breathed a sigh of relief. (The Wicked Censor by Rabbi Dovid Meisels)

In 1976, the Iraqi government purchased a nuclear reactor from France, maintaining that the reactor, named Osirak, was
intended for peaceful purposes and scientific research. Israel and other countries in the region, viewed the reactor with
suspicion, believing it was designed to make nuclear weapons. In the spring of 1981, Israeli intelligence received solid
information about the Iraqi nuclear reactor: Seventy kilos of enriched uranium were to be shipped to the reactor in June,
which could potentially make it operational and capable of building a fully equipped nuclear bomb. At a governmental
meeting discussing Osirak, Prime Minister Menachem Begin told the assembled, “A giant clock is hanging over our heads
and it’s ticking away. I am referring to Iraq, whose nuclear weapons production is a danger to every man and woman in
Israel. Sadaam Hussein will not hesitate to use a weapon of mass destruction against us.” It was secretly decided that an
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Interestingly, Shavuos is consistently referred to as the
celebration of revelation due to the mention of “Giving of
the Torah” and Hashem’s holy appearance at Har Sinai.
However, the Torah itself never specifically describes
Shavuos as such. Rather, the only mention of this is in "N
N9 5yaw - the Oral Law. Chazal explain that in an22w N7 —
the Written Law, the festival of Shavuos is described as the
time to harvest the wheat crop, which is why the »nw ya7p
onYn - the grain offering composed of fine wheat loaves, is
brought on Shavuos. Therefore, what is the connection?
Why do Chazal ascribe the Yom Tov of Shavuos to Matan
Torah and Hashem’s revelation, while the Torah itself
aligns it with the wheat harvest?

R’ Tzadok HaKohen zt”’l (Pri Tzaddik) writes that
wheat represents the growth and elevation of a person. Just as
a small wheat kernel can be turned into a loaf of bread, so too
a person has the inner ability to become great even if right
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now he is but small in character. On Shavuos, the giving of
the Torah elevates the world to the spiritual level that existed
before the sin of Adam and Chava, and R’ Chaim
Volozhiner z£”l (Ruach Chaim) explains that a person
should use the night of Shavuos to elevate himself to an even
higher status. Furthermore, Chazal tell us in Pirkei Avos (6:1)
that when a person learns Torah for its own sake, then it
prepares him to be righteous (P>78 mn> mIwon). The word
"mwon” is derived from the word "»won' - to Kasher. Just
like we Kasher a pot by purging it of any foreign tastes that
may have been absorbed in it, so too, Torah study has the
power to Kasher us and purge foreign ideas and experiences
that have previously been absorbed in our hearts and minds.
Shavuos is meant to be used to purify Klal Yisroel through
the study of Torah and recognition of Hashem’s greatness. By
utilizing this Yom Tov properly, one can elevate himself to a
level unimaginable. Wishing all a Chag Kosher V’sameach.
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Rashi tells us that the families of Bnei Kehas camped in the southern section of the Jewish encampment. Near them
was situated Shevet Reuven, who also camped in the south. “w5 »X yw1> "N - Woe fo the wicked, woe to his neighbor.
This explains why Dasan, Aviram, and two hundred and fifty men (of Shevet Reuven) were smitten with Korach and his
congregation (who were from Bnei Kehas), for they were drawn into the dispute along with them.”

A man once came to the Belzer Rebbe, R’ Aharon Rokeach z#”’l, and complained that he has seen a noticeable change
in his son’s demeanor. Where he was once a top student in cheder, flawless in middos tovos and always looking to do
chessed, he now can discern that his son’s learning is not up to what it once was, and his tone and actions seem to have
changed as well. The Belzer Rebbe told him, “Go check out his friends.”

The man rushed to do the Rebbe’s bidding. He began to inquire clandestinely and he found out that his son surrounded
himself with some of the best boy’s in the entire class. Each of his closest friends was better than the next. He was sure
that this could not be the cause of his son’s turn for the worse. He returned to the Rebbe and once again told him about his
son. He explained that his son’s friends were the best boys in the class. What should he do now?

The Belzer Rebbe looked at him as if he hadn’t heard a word the man was saying. “Go check out his friends,” said the
Rebbe, using the exact same words he had told him the first time. The man understood that the Rebbe’s words were not for
naught. Every syllable that was uttered from his holy lips was precious and obviously the Rebbe knew something he
didn’t. This time, he did a more intense investigation to find out the true nature of his son’s friends.

And this time, he finally learned the truth. While most of the boys were indeed excellent students, his son’s closest
friend, a boy who was considered perhaps the brightest and best boy in the class, was not all that he appeared to be. On the
outside, he looked great but deep down his soul was in turmoil and his thoughts and words were dangerous. Through
them, he had managed to influence the man’s son and it was literally dragging him down. With great determination and an
iron will, he succeeded in separating his son from his erstwhile “friend” and saved him from a disastrous fate.

As a good chasid, he came back to the Belzer Rebbe to inform him of the state of events. The Rebbe smiled and told
him, “Every morning, we daven '©210 ©WyN1) 110N W NPT ¥ 2N 0NN (‘Separate us from wicked friends and we
shall cleave to our Yetzer Tov and good deeds.’) Literally, a few lines later, we say again, 'y 9101 ... O 932) DN N8NV
(‘And save me today and every day ... from wicked friends.”) Why must we say the same words twice, one after another?
Because when it comes to ‘wicked friends,” one request is not always enough to attain real protection ....”
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Freedom was not something that was lost in Russia when the Soviets took power and established the USSR, the Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics. In fact, the government was zealously restrictive in Czarist Russia as well. There was no
freedom of speech, and certainly no freedom of the press. The Central Bureau of Censorship, known as the CBC,
appointed a network of censors across the country, with subordinates in the local villages reporting to their superiors in the




