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Rashi writes: "Why is the mishkan mentioned twice here? It alludes to
the two Temples which were taken by G-d as a mashkon - collateral.” The
question remains, how can it be that the two wipn >na - Temples, which
were destroyed, leaving just a few physical traces of their existence, were
merely taken as a collateral?

R' Yaakov Kamenetsky ZT"L explains as follows: At the time that
the Jews donated their gold and silver to the mishkan, the war to conquer
Eretz Yisroel still lay ahead of them. They might have said, 'How can we
spend our money on the mishkarn when we don't know what our future
holds? If we must have a mishkan, let's build it out of bronze or clay!' But
they didn't, and from this we see how important the mishkan was to them.

When a person loses all of his money, he may raise money by selling
his more luxurious possessions. However, a person will not sell the bare
necessities which he owns; if he is short of cash, he will pawn those items
or take a loan and give them as collateral. Thus, it cannot be that the two
Temples, which were the successors to the mishkan, had been "sold"
permanently, for our ancestors viewed it as a necessity of life. Rather,
Hashem can only have taken it as a collateral.
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R' Aharon Lewin ZT"L would say:

"The sage Hillel said, 'My legs take me where I want to go' - as if on
their own. Similarly, when a person is in control of his inclinations, that
which he is commanded not to do becomes impossible to do."

R' Avraham of Sochatchov ZT"L would say:
"I once traveled to a resort in Germany. The local 'enlightened' rabbi
saw my shireimel and asKed derisively, "Why are you wearing a fur hat in

the summer?' I told him, 'True, it is summer now, but shabbos here is very
cold!"™

R' Yitzchak Arieli ZT"L (author of Enayim L'mishpat) would say:

"So great was the Beis Hamikdash that in its own destruction, it
protected the Jewish people from being destroyed. For Hashem poured out
His wrath on sticks and stones, rather than on His people.” __
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until the services were entirely over. Since he did things differently than
my father, I assume that hé was surely in violation of the shabbos!"
Everyone present had a good laugh at this poor fellow's expense, but
the Chasam Sofer, rather than being irritated by his unwarranted
accusation, was most impressed by the man's sincerity. "I greatly respect
this man," confided the Rov to the people closest to him, "The survival of
the Jewish people throughout the diaspora has always been a direct result

"| of their commitment to preserving their tradition, and this man's assertion

that anyone who does things differently than his father did must be guilty
of a violation of shabbos, is a most welcome perspective.”

R' Moshe closed his eyes and let out a sigh. "Let us all attempt to
adhere to practices that our ancestors followed and acknowledge that any

deviation, regardless of how minor it may appear, constitutes a violation
of the Torah."
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Chazal tell us that the creation of the world parallels the mishkan.
Explains the Ridv"az, R' Yaakov Dovid Willovsky ZT"L, on the first
day, Hashem created the world as a place to interact with man; in the
mishkan, Hashem "resides" among men. On the second day, Hashem
separated water from water; the curtain in the mishkan separated the holy
from the Holy of Holies. On the third day, Hashem created plants, which
were used to bake bread to be placed in the mishkan. On the fourth day
Hashem created the sun; the Menorah shone in the mishkan. On the fifth
day, Hashem created birds; so too, the ©>2112 - cherubs, spread out their
wings in the mishkan. On the sixth day, man was created; in the mishkan,
Aharon Hakohen, a perfect prototype of man, served Hashem.
Furthermore, Chazal say that when Hashem created the world, it

continued to spread out until Hashem commanded it to stop. Similarly,
Bnei Yisroel had to be commanded to stop bringing donations to the
mishkan. The purposes of these two commands were exactly opposite of
each other, writes R' Gedaliah Schorr ZT"L. In the case of the creation
of the world, if the world had been "over-developed," Hashem's glory
would have been too hidden for us to perceive. If, on the other hand, the
mishkan had been "over-developed," Hashem's glory would have been
too revealed and would have overwhelmed us.
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During the hot summer months, many of the European Rabbonim
would leave the dusty and sweltering cities and take up residence in the
cool air of the countryside. The famous Rov and Rosh Yeshiva of
Pressburg, R' Moshe Sofer ZT"L, the Chasam Sofer, would also have
some of his close students accompany him to a village outside of the city.
There was but one Jew in this entire village, however, he insisted that it
was only proper that the venerable rabbi should be his guest. Although the
Jew was totally ignorant of Torah and lived in the ways of the local
peasants, R' Moshe consented to reside by him.

After the first shabbos spent at his home, the peasant traveled to
Pressburg in an agitated state, and declared that he had personally seen the
great rabbi violate the shabbos. The Jewish community was
understandably stunned and when word got back to the Chasam Sofer, he
requested that the man come before him and testify to the incident, which
he promptly did.

"My father was a truly observant Jew," the man began earnestly,

evoking sacred memories in his mind, "And I know that everything he did
was proper. Every shabbos morning, after the the first part of the prayer

services, my father would immediately make kiddush and take some

schnapps and refreshments. The rabbi, I noticed, failed to do so, waiting
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