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Humility is a most important character trait. With all of Moshe
Rabbeinu's greatness, the only feature the Torah lists in praise of him is
that he was "the most humble from any man on the face of the earth".
Given its enormous importance, why does the Torah not include humility
among the mitzvos?

Explains R' Menachem Mendel of Kotzk ZT"L, a mitzvah should be
done with a true awareness of the mitzvah that he is doing and with the
proper concentration and intent. This is impossible with humility, because
if a person thinks of himself as having achieved humility, he is, in effect,
vain. Thus, for one to be fully aware of performing this mitzvah, by
thinking to oneself, "In spite of how wise and virtuous I am, I am going to
remain humble" - this is pure vanity. A person who is offended because he
is not accorded what he feels is his due, is obviously an arrogant person.
For one to say, "It doesn't bother me that I was not given the honor due to
me," is not only being vain, but also being self-deceptive.

Said the Kotzker, if humility were a mitzvah, pious people might first
go to the mikvah, put on their finest clothes, and say, "I am hereby about
to fulfill the mitzvah of being humble!"
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An old, wise man once said:
"There are two lasting bequests we can give our children: One is roots.
The other is wings."

R' Yisroel Yudellah ZT"L would say:

"Which is more important, Torah or Tefillah? Well, Torah is Hashem
speaking to man, while prayer is man speaking to Hashem. Both are
equally essential for a real dialogue to take place."

R' Yaakov Krantz ZT"L (Dubner Maggid) would say:

"N¥TN NN 15 - How unique are the selective memories of the Bnei
Yisroel. The fish and fruit of Egypt they remember instantly, but the
plagues and affliction they forget so quickly!"
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wholeheartedly in agreement.

After the sermon was finished, R' Yisroel Meir thanked the maggid
heartily. The maggid, however, seemed to be a bit troubled. He confided
to the Chofetz Chaim that he did not have especially good feelings about
the lecture, because he had felt less-than-passionate vibrations emanating
from the audience. It seemed that they hadn't really taken his words to
heart and he wondered if he had wasted his time.

"G-d forbid," exclaimed the Chofetz Chaim, "Don't you realize that
for the two hours that you lectured on, no one present in the Beis
Medrash spoke one single word of Lason Hora! Two hours free of
Lashon Hora - all on account of your sermon! What a truly marvelous
achievement!"
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On these words, the question arises: Why does Torah find it so
important to emphasize the fact that Aharon Hakohen did as Hashem
commanded when lighting the menorah? Would it occur to anyone that
such a solid rzaddik as Aharon Hakohen would actually change any of the
mitzvos that Hashem gave to Bnei Yisroel, or fulfill them in an incorrect
manner?

Answers the Sfas Emes, R' Yehudah Aryeh Leib of Gur ZT'"L, that
ordinarily, when a person does a special mitzvah for the first time, he is
very enthusiastic and meticulous in his performance. However, as he
constantly repeats the mitzvah, again and again, his enthusiasm tends to
wane somewhat and his performance becomes perfunctory. For this
reason the Torah praises Aharon Hakohen. For the entire duration, the
thirty nine years that he performed the act of lighting the menorah each
and every evening in the mishkan, not once did he ever change the
manner in which he set about to accomplish the mitzvah, even one iota.
Rather, he performed it in exactly the same enthusiastic manner that he
had when he did it for the very first time.

This truly marked the greatness of Aharon Hakohen, for his holy
service never became matter-of-fact or, G-d forbid, mundane. It was
always accomplished with an accompaniment of Kedushah- holiness, and
inner zeal, with the intensity of a first-time mitzvah.
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As is well known, no one devoted his entire life to the battle against
Lashon Hora - evil slander and gossip, more than the great Chofetz
Chaim, R' Yisroel Meir Kagan ZT'"L. He pointed out that it is as great a
transgression to hear Lashon Hora as it is to speak it, and he made every
attempt to avoid inadvertently, overhearing evil words. When his hearing
began to fail, he rejoiced, as he told people, "Because now I have even less
of a chance of overhearing gossip, without even needing as great of an
effort!" What would be a disaster to others was a windfall for him! Every
moment free of Lashon Hora, he considered a triumph and he would
pursue all avenues to distract and delay potential gossipers.

One time an itinerant maggid - preacher, came to the town of Radin,
the hometown of the Chofetz Chaim, and asked for permission to deliver a
well-prepared sermon on the topic of Lashon Hora. The Chofetz Chaim
was thrilled and readily approved and attended the sermon himself. The
maggid spoke for a full two hours, drawing upon every possible source to
impress upon his listeners, the evil effects of Lashon Hora. He cajoled the
townspeople to better their manners of speech and brought proof after
impressive proof to the validity of his words. All the while, the Chofetz
Chaim listened intently, absorbing the words of the maggid and nodding
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