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deserves respect!” With that R> Moshe Shmuel stood up
and gave the beaming beggar a generous donation.
Sr13: There is a monumental lesson to be derived from the
parsha of human valuation, says R’ Avigdor Nebenzahl
Shlit’a. The Torah wants us to know that the true value O'f a
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Other Activities That Require Washing: Introduction. Apart
from the morning hand-washing to remove the impurities of the
night and sleep, as well as the preparatory washing before
davening, there are a number of other activities listed in
Shulchan Aruch () that require hand washing. These activities
can be divided into four categories:
1) Washing due to a spiritual impurity (Tumah) resting on the
hands.
2) Washing due to cleanliness (np).
3) Washing for both reasons.
4) Some activities are debated in the Poskim if they are due to
spiritual impurity or cleanliness.
Differences Between Them. Those that are due to spiritual
impurity require washing as soon as possible; for cleanliness,
there is no urgency as long as the hands are washed before
reciting a beracha, davening or learning. For Tumah, one must
wash the entire hand, or at least until the end of the knuckles (if
not enough water is available) and only water can do the job; for
cleanliness, many times only the part of the hand that touched
something unclean and requires cleansing, needs to be washed.
In these cases, since it is only for cleanliness, if no water is
available, one can wipe his hands on anything that will wipe them

|1 R’ Shamshon Raphael Hirsch ZT”’L would say:

Jewish person is greater than all the items in the world, all the
money, silver, and gold combined. We may violate Shabbos
to save a fellow Jew, but not to save our gold and silver. A
human being is priceless and it is impossible to measure his
or her value - the Torah therefore had to designate a fair price.
q
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clean. For Tumah, some require washing each hand three times
and possibly with a vessel and some do not, as will be explained;
for cleanliness, one does not need three times or a vessel.
Listing the Cases: Impurity. Standard cases that are due to
impurity (apart from getting up after a night’s sleep which has
both reasons, as we discussed last week) are: Touching a dead
body (including those that perform a Tahara in Chevra Kadisha
work), being in a building with a dead body, leaving a cemetery,
after escorting a coftin, Tashmish Hamita. These cases need 3
times and should preferably be done with a vessel. Other cases
include: leaving a toilet after going, leaving a bath/shower room
or Mikvah even without washing or immersing there, cutting nails,
getting a haircut. These are more lenient and according to the
Mishna Berura (2) do not need three times or a vessel. One can
just rinse off his hands under a faucet. People who wash with a
vessel three times after these cases are fulfilling a stricter opinion.
Listing the Cases: Cleanliness. Standard cases that are due to
cleanliness (like washing hands before davening) are: relieving
oneself not in a bathroom or toilet, touching shoes, scratching
one’s scalp, touching covered parts of the body, touching the
inside (inner junk) of the nose and ear, touching dirt and mud in a
way the hands became dirty. Some Poskim @) rule that touching
one’s shoes, scalp and body are also cases of Turmah. @
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“‘Whoever charges interest on loans is a denier of the fundamental principle (the existence of Hashem).’ (Talmud

Yerushalmi, Bava Metzia 5:8) A person who gives up the perfectly justified demand to charge interest on loans, is
ordained to show that we are to consider Hashem as the true Owner and Master of our property. Essentially, charging
and paying interest on loans is not an ethical, but a theological offense. It is codified not in Choshen Mishpat (Civil
Laws) where we would expect to find it, but in Yoreh Deah (Ritual Laws). It is an infraction of the mitzvos that
pertain ‘between man and G-d.” Hence, the Torah concludes the prohibition of interest with the words: ‘I am
Hashem, your G-d, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be your G-d.””

R’ Chaim Kofman Shlit’a (Machsheves Halev) would say:

“Why does the parsha of 'mwa 77y (Valuation of life) follow immediately after the harsh words of the Tochacha - the
stinging criticism of the Jewish people? Because the best way to determine a person’s true worth is only after he has
undergone tough times and traumatic episodes in his life. After seeing the worst of human suffering, if a person can pick
himself up and elevate himself both in his daily and spiritual life, then he is truly a person with value and self-worth.”

A Wise Man would say:
“When you die, the Lord won’t ask what your salary was. He’ll ask if you compromised your character to obtain it.”
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It is America’s most famous relic, a nearly sacred token. Around the world it is regarded as a universal symbol of freedom.
For more than a century, the Liberty Bell has captured Americans’ affections and become a stand-in for the nation’s values of
independence, freedom, unalienable rights, and equality. The Liberty Bell started out simply as a bell commissioned to hang
in the steeple of the Pennsylvania State House. In 1751, Isaac Norris, the Speaker of the Assembly, proposed that a bell be
installed. Norris was a wealthy and scholarly Quaker who knew the words of the Bible and he asked that the bell be cast with
the words, “Proclaim Liberty throughout all the Land to all the inhabitants thereof,” from a posuk in Parshas Behar, dealing
with the laws of Shemita and Yovel. This proclamation of amnesty for all slaves, was intended as a commemoration of
liberties which were insured fifty years earlier, not as a prophecy of liberty to be gained twenty-five years later.

In 1752, the bell arrived from the Whitechapel Foundry of London, where it was designed and cast. On the first stroke of
the clapper in the New World, a crack appeared in the brim, ruining the sound! The bell was recast by two Philadelphia
foundrymen, John Stow and John Pass, who substituted the year 1753 for 1752 and their own names for those of the original
craftsmen. These founders, however, had added too much copper and the bell’s tone was poor. Stow and Pass were beside
themselves and had the bell recast once more. They added tin, and in June 1753, the bell was again mounted in the steeple.

As the official town bell, its main purpose was to call the Assembly to its meetings. Members who were late or absent
were fined and the money was given to the Pennsylvania Hospital. The bell also called town meetings, served as a fire alarm,
celebrated the conclusion of wars, and tolled the deaths of great men. However, residents living near the State House in
Philadelphia, complained about its frequent ringing, which, they said, could be fatal to the sick, and in 1772 they sent a
petition to the Assembly. No remedy was forthcoming, but the Assembly did take action on another problem. It voted to
rebuild the steeple after fears had been expressed that the vibration from the ringing might cause it to collapse.

Meanwhile the State House bell was tolling the deepening crisis with Great Britain. The bell which had rung in honor of
King George III now rang in protest against his government. It summoned the Assembly to petition for repeal of unwanted
taxes. It tolled the closing of the port of Boston and proclaimed the rising opposition to Great Britain’s policies in America. It
rang when word was received of the battles at Lexington and Concord, which opened the Revolutionary War. It called the
Continental Congress to give General George Washington command of the Continental Army. All these were events which
sharpened the conflict with Great Britain and led to the Declaration of Independence. The bell, in an even deeper sense, was
used to announce and fulfill its stated instruction: “PROCLAIM LIBERTY THROUGHOUT ALL THELAND .....”

Independence was resolved by the delegates to the Second Continental Congress on July 2, 1776, and the Declaration of
Independence was formally adopted by the Congress on July 4. Additional time was needed to publish copies and distribute
them to the colonies and to arrange a public celebration. Monday, July 8, was designated as the day of the gala celebration.

The day of celebration dawned bright and clear. The public was summoned to the ceremony by the ringing of the bell. By
noon a crowd of several thousand had gathered outside the State House. The Declaration of Independence was formally read
by John Nixon, a prominent member of the Pennsylvania Committee of Safety. After the reading, the Liberty bell and all the
bells of the city pealed and the crowd gave a cheer. The militia paraded and fired a salute. That evening the King’s coat of
arms was brought from the hall in the TrainState House, where the King’s courts were formerly held, and burned, to the
cheers of the crowd. The following year, 1777, independence day was observed on July 4, the date the Declaration was
adopted, and the State House bell pealed out in celebration. Although independence was declared, the Revolutionary War
continued on for almost seven more years. France entered the Revolution on the side of the colonists in 1778, and helped
them force the British surrender at Yorktown, Virginia. America had effectively won their independence, though fighting

would not formally end until 1783. ﬂﬁ,’@ﬁﬁ a3 ﬂz@/@ 5@@
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Swn: An itinerant beggar entered the Beis Medrash of

Yeshivas Be’er Yaakov, looking to collect some money for
himself. He walked from row to row picking up a few coins
here and there, until he made his way to the front and
stopped before the seat of the Rosh Yeshivah, R> Moshe
Shmuel Shapiro ZT”L. The Rosh Yeshivah was totally
immersed in his learning and did not notice the man
standing directly in front of him with his hand out.

The beggar was tenacious, not one to give up easily, and
although the man sitting in front of him was totally oblivious
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to his presence, he stood in his spot for close to 90 seconds.
Suddenly, R> Moshe Shmuel looked up and saw the man.
With a wide smile and an exuberant, “Sholom Aleichem!” he
grasped the man’s hand, and apologized for making him wait.
The beggar was startled at the Rosh Yeshivah’s overly
warm and embracing welcome; he was not used to be greeted
in this manner. “I'm ... so sorry,” he stammered, “I think the
Rav is confusing me with another. I'm just a simple Jew.”
“What?” said R’ Moshe Shmuel. “There is no such thing
as a ‘simple Jew.” Every Jew is special and every Jew
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The Torah warns: When you buy or sell an item to a friend - "»hX NN ¢ )N YN - do not try to defraud him. Rashi says
this refers to acting unjustly with money - yn nNoN. It is interesting that this topic is placed directly in the middle of the
concept of Shemita and Yovel. Why is this here and not in Parshas Kedoshim, where the Torah discusses y7an> DTN P2 msn?

My machshava is that indeed, this truly belongs here, since Shemita represents Emunah in Hashem. Shemita tells us not to
plant, water or nurture our fields in the seventh year - but don’t worry, Hashem will pay us back tenfold. The Ponevezher Rav
ZT”L was known to walk over to trees during the year of Shemita, give it a kiss and say, “A Guten Shabbos!” But just as
Emunah is important regarding our fields, it must not be forgotten when it comes to business. YN Y ©2NP OTX H¥ YIw)"
"mwn - On Rosh Hashana, Hashem decides how much we will earn for the entire year. Don’t think you can connive a few
extra bucks out of your friend on a deal - soon you will blow this money on a broken air conditioner or transmission! What is
yours is meant to be yours! Thus, the issur of "ywan mxON” belongs right here - smack in the middle of Shemita!

Likewise, the issur of "D127 NNON" - causing pain to your friend verbally is found in this parsha. Chazal say it’s worse to
hurt someone verbally than financially because money can be replaced, but even if a friend forgives you for something you
said, he cannot always forget. What does lashon hara, insults or snide remarks have to do with Shemita? Because when you
think that you deserve more kavod than your friend - a seat by the Mizrach wall or shlishi and not revii - then you do not have

Emunah in Hashem. Why? Because He knows what you really deserve; jealousy or hatred towards another is pointless!
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At the start of Parshas Bechukosai, the Torah’s promise,
“And I will place my Sanctuary in your midst, and my Spirit
will not reject you,” seems a bit strange. After assuring a
utopian state with the Shechinah dwelling in our midst - the
highest state that man can ever hope to achieve in this world
- Hashem includes a final line in His blessing: “T will not
become disgusted with you.” What kind of blessing is that?

The Rebbe, R’ Shmelka of Nikolsburg ZT’L in Sefer
Shemen Hatov explains that a beautiful marriage is when
two individuals come together in pure devotion and mutual
respect. There is no limit to what they can accomplish
when they put their minds to it with a combination of love,
unity and integrity. However, it takes great effort to
maintain this level and keep the relationship strong, and
those who do not follow through, can find that things begin
to unravel and seeds of disgust begin to take root. Generally,

EDITORIAL AND INSIGHTS ON
THE MIDDAH OF .... DI*T
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people who divorce are people who come to dislike each
other. A man and woman who once loved each other and
shared their lives but Heaven Forbid grew apart and get
divorced, are often now at war with one another. They get
down in the gutter and try to destroy the other. Nothing is
worse than a loving couple who now hate each other.

In essence, our posuk is a blessing. Hashem is promising
us, that he will love and cherish and take care of the Jewish
people. But He knows that the Nation will not always be
faithful and He will be forced to remove them from Eretz
Yisroel. Our Sages use the analogy of a husband and wife
who have to separate to explain the Almighty’s need to
drive the Jewish people out of the Holy Land.

But all is not lost. Hashem then informs, that when I split
with you, it will not be a bitter divorce. Even when I must
chase you out, I will never come to hate you. I will never
detest you. I will always love you - even if I am disgusted
with your actions! This is the greatest blessing.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R' GUTTMAN - RAMAT SHLOMO
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It is a wonderful thing that the Jewish world has become so aware of the issur of lashon hara through the teachings of the

Chofetz Chaim. Yet, there is another aspect of "m2>7" that is destroying families, marriages and even communities. People are
not careful about "0™27 NN, The Torah tells us that it is absolutely forbidden to hurt someone with words. Now of course we
know that some people are more sensitive than others and what bothers one, would not cause someone else to bat an eyelash!

So what are we supposed to do? R’ Avraham Pam ZT”’L says very simply: Don’t just talk! Your mouth is HOLY and
POWERFUL! Words are spiritual and therefore they carry great weight. One word can knock someone’s spirit down to the
ground and put him in a bad mood for a long time. And yet, one word can also give someone a boost, just what he needs to do
something great! What we often don’t realize is just how powerful our words really are. It is often too late when we find out.

For example, we should never ask someone when is their wedding, unless we are sure there is still an engagement! We
should never ask people when they gave birth, unless we are certain that all is well with the pregnancy! Innocent things that we
take for granted (“So what seminary is your daughter going to?”) can often be emotion-laden or painful topics to others. In
order to avoid problems, says Rav Pam, we must THINK carefully before we speak. How many relationships would be
improved, how many marriages would be salvaged, if we would only understand the great power we all have in our mouths.

Surely our fefillos would be more effective if our mouths would be used only for kindness, compliments, encouragement,

judging favorably, seeing the positive and spreading happiness to everyone around us. All it takes is a few seconds to THINK
before you speak. And remember the rule: If in doubt .... do without! But when you’re sure ... speak more and more!




