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Swn3: The donations for the Mishkan were necessary to
serve as an atonement for the terrible sin of the golden calf
that was perpetrated by the Jewish people. It meant that they
now needed to give of their time and especially of their money

A SERICS IN HALACHA

for a higher cause. This lesson applies to Jews in every
generation. Tzedakah is not only a means to help the poor but
also a means to help ourselves. It is our continuous Teshuvah
from the Egel and it serves to protect us in our daily lives.
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Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (71)

Hilchos Tzitzis: In our ongoing discussion about garments and
other “clothing-like” objects that might have the status of a
four-cornered garment and thus be obligated in the mitzvah of
Tzitzis, we mentioned that in some cases, one can round off a
corner of the garment to get around the obligation of 7Zitzis.
Scarves. Some people wear large scarves that, when unfolded,
are quite wide and might contain the minimal width amount to
be obligated in 7Zzitzis. R’ Avraham Chaim Naeh ZT’L holds
that a Talmudic Amah - the minimum width of a garment that is
obligated in 7Zitzis - is approx. eighteen inches. Some opinions
hold that even three quarters of an Amah is enough, putting even
standard-size scarves very close to the amount requiring 7zitzis.
Reasons for Being Lenient. There is a clear and long-standing
custom to be lenient and not even bother to round off a corner.

1) Since the garment (scarf) is made to use in its folded state, we
measure it in its folded state, and as a result, there is not
enough width for a Tzitzis obligation ().

2) We rely on the opinion mentioned in previous issues that a
garment draped over one’s body is not obligated in 7Zzitzs.
This might not apply if one tied the scarf around his neck.

3) We combine a logic mentioned in Darkei Moshe () that only

Chortkover Rebbe, R’ Duvid Moshe Friedman ZT”L would say:

if the four corners of the garment are positioned - two in front
and two in back - is there a Tzitzis obligation. However, in the
case of a scarf, all four corners end up in the front.

If a Talis Gadol Falls Off. In the middle of davening, if a
person’s Talis Gadol falls off, there is a debate among the
Poskim if one is required to make another beracha when
redonning his 7alis. The Mishna Berura (3) says that one must
make a new beracha because since it fell off against his will, it is
like he “lost control” and the power of his beracha expires. He
adds @ that even if he is wearing a Talis Katan, as we all do,
nevertheless he still must repeat the beracha. Many Poskim
argue on the words of this Mishna Berura for two reasons:

1) The Machatzis Hashekel (5) writes that the fact that one is
wearing a Talis Katan means the mitzvah has not completely
left him even for a moment and no new beracha is necessary.

2) Since it is customary to wear a Talis Gadol during the entire
davening, it is like one has an automatic mindset to keep
wearing and redonning his 7alis till the end of davening. Thus,
the mitzvah has never left him and no new beracha is necessary.
If one does like the Mishna Berura, he has upon whom to rely,
however, in this case many follow the psak of the Imrei
Yosher ) and Maharsham (7) and do not say a new beracha.
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“Moshe Rabbeinu gathered together the entire Congregation of Bnei Yisroel and said to them: ‘These are the
things which Hashem has commanded you to do.” Every Jew approaches a mitzvah with his own thoughts and
intentions, according to his intellect and understanding. Yet, the physical performance of the mitzvah is carried out
in the same manner by all. Moshe was able to assemble all the Jews in true unity because the performance of
mitzvos is common to all Jews, irrespective of other differences.”

Sochatchover Rebbe, R’ Avraham Borenstein ZT"’L (Avnei Nezer) would say:

“‘And every wise-hearted woman spun with her hands, and they brought spun wool.” The Seforno writes that the
men gave permission to their wives to donate material to the construction of the Mishkan, as it says, 2y DWIND WY
‘oW - The men came with the women.” The question still remains though: how were these same Jewish woman
permitted to donate their handiwork - the wool that they spun with their own hands - to the Mishkan without permission
from their husbands? Don’t the products of married woman’s hands belong to her husband? The answer is that a
woman’s handiwork only belongs to her husband when her husband is supporting her. In the wilderness, though, the
Jews lived on Mann and were supported by Hashem - so the husbands did not have to support their wives!”

A Wise Man would say:

“Success is not measured by how high you have climbed but by how many people you have brought with you”
Sz
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ashi writes: “Betzalel made the Aron - since he gave his heart and soul to the work more than all the others, therefore it
is called by his name.” We learn the concept of Mesiras Nefesh for the Torah - the Aron - from none other than Betzalel.

Any discussion on Mesiras Nefesh for Torah study would be remiss if it didn’t recall the “Sweltering Days” - as R’
Shmuel Berenbaum ZT”’L would call them - the days of Torah in Shanghai. In 1941, when the Mir Yeshivah moved
from Lithuania to Japanese-controlled Shanghai, China, the Jewish refugees settled in the large Beis Aharon synagogue in
Shanghai, which contained a very large study hall, as well as a massive kitchen and eating hall. Rooms were rented in the
Hongkou (ghetto) of Shanghai, and two nearby buildings were purchased and transformed into dormitories. The
yeshivah’s 400 students pursued their studies as if nothing existed outside the four amos of the Beis Aharon synagogue.
Far from their homes and their families, cut off from the war-stricken world, where the blood of European Jews flowed,
the students of the Mir Yeshivah sat in the Beis Aaron synagogue and immersed themselves in Torah learning.

The summer in Shanghai was especially difficult, for the stifling heat made people sweat profusely. It was so hot that it
became impossible to touch the metal feet of the shtenders due to the tremendous heat which they absorbed. The students
used plastic sheets and cut a rectangular window into them, the width of a line of text. These sheets were placed on the written
page to prevent their sweat from smudging the ink, and they wrote commentaries on the pages through this window.

During this time, R> Shmuel and his chavrusa (study partner) the Gaon R’ Nochum Partzovitz ZT”’L, completed two
Sedorim (orders) of the Talmud, Nashim and Kodshim. They adhered to a regular learning schedule that began with the
afternoon study session, and ended at three o’clock in the morning after a slight break for Maariv. R* Shmuel described the
infernal heat that existed in the Shanghai ghetto, as well as the many cases of fainting that he experienced and the rivers
that he sweated. These rivers of sweat, he would later recount, prevented him from writing his Torah commentaries on the
page without the writing getting smudged and erased. He also recounted how the terrible darkness imposed during the
night, due to the fear of allied bombing, showed him how it was possible for complete darkness to reign outside - without
light and without hope - and yet inside there was a precious light that pierced the pages of the Gemara.

Although the war had ended in Europe in May of 1945, battles were still raging on the Pacific front during the summer
of 5705, when the United States gradually began to invade Japan, and Shanghai became a favorite target of heavy and
horrific bombing raids. Next to the yeshivah building were two targets favored by the Americans, whose aerial
bombardments were methodical and precise. One target was a building housing the main offices of the Japanese navy,
while the other was a police building that had been disguised as a hospital, but had been uncovered by American
intelligence. Even though both buildings were constantly under attack, no bombs ever touched the yeshivah.

Later, R> Shmuel recounted that he would customarily see terrifying sights on his way to the yeshivah: the dying and
“living dead” being piled up into heaps. Although the students would see this on a daily basis, they never altered their
rigorous study schedule. What was even more amazing was that from the yeshivah windows, they could look out every
morning and see the terrified faces of Chinese and Japanese citizens, men women and children, flooding the yeshivah
courtyard in great numbers at the start of each bombing raid, for word had spread all throughout the city that the yeshivah
was a safe haven - that no bomb ever came within the confines of the Jewish synagogue. Indeed, numerous bombs fell on
Shanghai both day and night, yet nothing fell upon the holy yeshivah. There were thousands of pounds of explosives
dropped on Shanghai during that horrifying time, yet the students continued to learn Torah and always remained protected.

The holy Mashgiach, R’ Yechezkel Levenstein ZT”’L described the situation as follows: “During those five years of
exile, R” Shmuel Berenbaum literally sustained the yeshivah for us by the power of his hasmadah - incredible diligence!”
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Swn: In the yeshiva of Chacham Chaim Pinto ZT”L, charity, even to the Rav. Seeing tilat the man had no

there was very little that could make the Rav leave his study
session in the middle, so when the students saw his stand
up one day in the middle of learning and leave the Beit
Midrash without notice, they followed him. They found
him standing on the side of the road waiting for someone.
Moments later a wealthy man, a resident of the area,
came by. The Rav greeted him with a smile, speaking to the
man and asking him to give fzedaka for the poor in town.
The man was stingv, however, and he refused to give any

intention of giving zedaka, the Rav told his attendant to
follow the man, “for he might die without reciting Shema.”

When he arrived at the man’s home, the saw the man
collapse and die, and the servant immediately recited Shema
for him. Upon returning to the Beit Midrash, the Rav
summoned him and explained that he had seen a severe
decree hanging over the head of the wealthy man, and had
tried to save him through the mitzvah of tzedakah. However,
the man’s stinginess cost him his life.
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Without exception, every Jew participated in the building
of the Mishkan. Each contributed as much as he was able.
The contributions, however, were not equal in value. As no
specific amount was required, some donated less and some
donated more, according to their individual inclination and
ability and “that he do so for the sake of heaven.” There
were contributions of gold and silver, and contributions of oil
and wood, if that was all a person was capable of donating.
Significantly, the type of contribution a Jew offered had
nothing to do with his connection to the Mishkan. The
Mishkan belonged to every Jew in equal measure: the rich
man whose donation was extremely valuable, and the poor
man whose donation was more humble. Every Jew was
connected to the Mishkan to the same degree.

The Lubavitcher Rebbe, R* Menachem Mendel
Schneerson ZT”L explains that although the individual
contributions may have varied, the intention behind these
donations were always the same. Every single Jew wanted to
build the House of Hashem; all Jews shared equally in its
construction. Moshe emphasized this equality among Jews,
regardless of their donations, when he said, “See I have
called by name Betzalel the son of Uri, the son of Chur, of
the tribe of Yehudah ... and Oholiav the son of Achisamach,
of the tribe of Dan.” Betzalel and Oholiav were placed in
charge of all the artisans who worked on the Mishkan.

Betzalel came from a very well-connected and prestigious
family. He was the grandson of Miriam, from Shevet
Yehudah. Oholiav, by contrast, was not distinguished by his
lineage. A grandson of one of the maidservants, his tribe of
Dan occupied a much lower rung on the social ladder. And
yet, both men were appointed to oversee the holy work. In
building the Mishkan all Jews were equal. It makes no
difference if one is rich or poor, a descendent of the most
exalted parentage or a child of the simplest pauper. The only
qualifier is that the Jew’s heart be directed toward heaven!
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Rashi tells us that the Nesiim (princes) lost the letter ™"
from their title as a form of punishment for their mbxy -
laziness. They waited to see the result of the peoples’
donations, and resolved to donate whatever materials were
lacking. They considered this to be quite a generous gesture,
for they expected a large deficit in the collection process. But
to their surprise they found that the people, in their great
enthusiasm, had actually supplied much more than was
necessary for the building of the Mishkan. The princes
investigated what options were still available to them, and
eventually donated the precious stones of the Kohen Gadol’s
vestments. Because the princes postponed their donation to
the Mishkan until the very end, Rashi, in the name of the
Medrash tells us, a letter was deleted from their name.

One may wonder: The princes had no way of knowing that
the people would meet all the requirements of the Mishkan, and
they, as princes, saw fit to guarantee that whatever deficiencies
would occur would be covered by themselves. Shouldn’t they
have been commended for their plan of action, not censured?

R’ Reuven Grozovsky ZT”’L explains that the goal of
building the Mishkan was not for the purpose of providing a
place for Hashem to dwell. The collection of the gold and silver
and other items was not for Hashem’s benefit, as the prophet
says, “Mine is the silver and Mine is the gold, the word of
Hashem.” (n-2>») The point of the building of the Mishkan and
more importantly the collection of its materials was to supply the
people with an opportunity to serve Hashem. When one serves
Hashem, his entire focus must be on doing His will. No other
calculations may enter into one’s Avodas Hashem. Thus, the
only appropriate reaction in the case of the Nesiim was to
respond with enthusiasm and immediate action in order to begin
the fulfillment of Hashem’s command. Any delay, even when it
is born of the most lofty considerations, betrays a shortcoming in
one’s attitude of devotion to implementing Hashem’s will.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT sHLOMO
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Shabbos is the >0 71" - the source of blessing for every Jew. Any blessing that we hope to see during the week is
rooted in Shabbos. Shabbos is called a “Tavlin” - literally a “spice” that makes everything taste and feel delicious. But if you
are so exhausted that you can’t keep your eyes open at the Shabbos table, then you certainly cannot experience the ‘“Taste of
Shabbos.” The Ben Ish Chai, Chacham Yosef Chayim ZT”’L writes that the word "p>an” has the same letters as "1 y7" - one
must GIVE HIS HEART, making an effort to prepare for Shabbos in order to feel the kedusha and receive it’s blessings.

However, it is not enough to get all fired up and excited on the day of Shabbos itself. Oh no! You are 6 days too late! The
Chasam Sofer ZT”’L tell us that the posuk, “Do not kindle a fire in your home on Shabbos,” means that a person must kindle a
fire in his home and heart, a passionate burning love for Hashem BEFORE Shabbos, not only ON Shabbos! That fire must be
kindled by the Sunday before, and on each following day of the coming week, he must fan the flames so that when Shabbos
arrives he is ready to experience the “Tavlin” to its fullest! Many people make an effort to prepare themselves physically and
spiritually for Shabbos. This could mean preparing a special dish, learning about "®pP5N Nn27p" or even taking a nap on Friday
afternoon! One should prepare on Erev Shabbos so that he can truly give over real Torah values and proper Hashkafah to his
children. Where better a place to get it then at the Shabbos table? How will they give it over to their children if they don’t get it

there? Whatever you do. just make sure to be ready to trulvy envelop and be uplifted by our treasure, a gift called Shabbos.




