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Swn3: Rivkah understood that the clothing she was dressing  to take the place of Esav, it was also a way to upgrade the
her son Yaakov with, were "mTnn >»m1" - valuable garments value of these precious articles. They originally belonged to
that were appropriate for a person of her son’s caliber. Not Adam Harishon and were later stolen by Esav. It was now
only was it necessary for Yaakov to wear these garments so as  time for Yaakov to restore these clothes to their former glory.
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Forgotten and Little Known Halachos and Customs (55)  yet, it is not deemed a My 5w Xon and can be used for anything.
Respecting a Mitzvah Item (cont.). As we continue our Used Mitzvah Item (myn v wpwn). This refers to an item that
discussion regarding the halachos of using mitzvah items for was used for a mitzvah but will not be used any more, ie., it
non-mitzvah usages, it is important to understand the various became invalid, old, worn-out, or the owner decided not to use it
items of kedusha (Tefillin, Mezuzos [and their holders, containers ~ for a mitzvah any more. (Note: For items of Kedusha such as
and accessories] that have Hashem’s Name in them) and how  Tefillin and Mezuzos, the words "nenT vwnwn' have a different
they differ from one another. Here are some basic rules. connotation and refer to an accessory, such as a Tefillin container

An Item of Mitzvah (msp Y an). This refers to items that box.) A Lulav and Esrog after Sukkos, or an old Shofar that the

have and will be used for a mitzvah. Examples of this are: owner has decided not to blow any more, are prime examples.

1) Tzitzis that are attached to a cloth that was and will be used. These items may now be used for any mundane purpose, but not

2) Cloth of the Talis Gadol (since it is used only for davening, it for a shameful purpose. They can be thrown away but not where
is holier than cloth of a Talis Katan). they will be trampled on, or left unwrapped and lumped together

3) Shofar on Rosh Hashana. Also, Esrog, Lulav, Hadassim and  with repulsive items in a garbage bin. Some people put these items
Aravos during Sukkos, after having been used at least once. away in honorable storage and the RM’A (1) praises this action.

4) Kittel and Gartel. (There is room to debate if a knife set aside ~ Accessory to Mitzvah Item (msn wnwnt wnwn). An accessory
for Shechita or Bris Milah, and a silver cup [becher] set aside item that touched a mitzvah item such as the cups used to hold the
for Kiddush also go into this category.) burning Chanukah lamps, the candelabra which holds the Shabbos

These items may not be used for a mundane purpose evenifit candles, a Talis bag, an Esrog box or Lulav container, have no
is not shameful, i.e., one should not use a gartel or tzitzis string to  holiness at all and may be thrown into the trash unwrapped. If it is
tie something up, or a Shofar to hold open a door. Certainly they clear from the appearance of the item that it was used for an
should not be employed for a shameful usage such as cleaning a  accessory to a mitzvah, some say it should be treated with more
floor or a toilet. However, they may be used for a mitzvah-type  respect and at least be wrapped before being thrown away. (Note:

usage, even if it is a different mitzvah. For example, one may For items of Kedusha, the term "nentp wnwnt vwown' has a

prop up a sefer with a shofar. Also, if one merely bought a Lulav  different connotation, and refers to the accessory of an accessory of

and designated it for the mitzvah but it was never actually( used a (Iiedus(ha item, ;ucl; as a box over the cover of a Mezuza.) )
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R’ Akiva Eiger ZT”’L (Amirah Yafe‘ g)g“&/ou:}s?& ﬂ ﬂ$ ."ﬂ mgz\:’ Pﬁn;:;”: z;zu;:;(z;: n?:*g;vu a
TN 2 T2 NNWN PNND P2 N - The power of Klal Yisroel is fire (‘WX 2py» 21 7NY) whereas the nations of the

world are compared to water ('N2NXN NN MY 199 XD ©17 O0'), and as we know, water is the substance used to put out

fire when it comes in direct contact with the flames. However, if something comes between them; if water in a pot is
placed upon a flame, not only does the water not douse the fire, but the fire heats up the water and makes it hot. So too,

a Jew cannot overcome a gentile when he comes in direct contact with him. The only way that the Jewish people can

become stronger than the nations is by creating a barrier to come between them, thereby protecting their core values.”

Chacham Yaakov Chaim Sofer ZT”’L (Kaf HaChaim) would say:

“When greatness comes to a man all at once, without progression, in one fell swoop; he finds himself above others —
in regard to money, honor, or power — such greatness will not endure, either because of jealousy or other reasons. Thus,
‘The man became great, and kept becoming greater until he was very great,” means that the greatness of Yitzchok Avinu
endured because it did not come all at once, but rather progressively, one step after another and thus it was permanent.”

A Wise Man would say:
“Life is not to be measured by the number of breaths we take, but rather by the moments that take our breath away.”
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During the early years of the Chassidic movement, one of the great luminaries who attracted numerous adherents and
produced many great disciples, was the Zhiditchover Rebbe, R’ Tzvi Hirsch Eichenstein ZT”’L. R’ Tzvi Hirsh was a
known miracle worker who was very passionate about the study of Kabbalah and the Zohar. He felt it was impossible to
grasp or understand the teachings of the Baal Shem Tov ZT”’L if an individual lacks knowledge of the Zohar and Kisvei Ari,
which are the source and root of Chassidus. He said, “One who never saw the light of the Zohar, never saw a light in his life.”

On one occasion, a simple villager came to Zhiditchov to discuss an important business venture with him. The villager
explained that he saw an opportunity in leasing an inn from the local poritz (landowner), since the inn was stationed on a
country road between two larger cities. Although presently, the road was not frequented and most travelers took a more
circuitous route that was populated with inns and markets, he felt that if he were to open up in this spot, it could draw local
peasants and travelers to his inn, and be very lucrative. There was one major drawback, however, said the villager, and this
was his greatest fear and hesitation: there was no steady water supply in the immediate area - no rivers, lakes or even wells.

R’ Tzvi Hirsch listened attentively and then spoke. “I wish you much success in your new venture. Lease the inn as you
say, and dig a well nearby. After you have dug down a number of meters, come back to me and I'll tell you how to proceed.”

The man did as the Rebbe said. He signed a lease with the poritz with very favorable terms and before he even began
fixing up the inn, he dug a well in the back yard. After digging a few meters, he traveled back to Zhiditchov, where the
Rebbe told him as follows: “Take a scrap of paper and write these words, 19N WX INXIN THITIX DY 17 YT PNY YTIY INDY
'O NRYN I N (‘And the servants of Yitzchok came and informed him about the well they had dug and they said to
him, ‘We found water.”’). Then, take the paper and place it in the hole you dug and leave it there.”

The villager may have been a simple man but he also had a simple faith (M9 NaN) in the words of the Tzaddik. He
did exactly as R’ Tzvi Hirsch told him and almost immediately, he heard and saw the pit filling up with water! As the
Rebbe had promised, his inn became an instant success, as many travelers now took the straighter route to the markets,
inevitably stopping over at his “watering hole” to replenish, refresh and relax. His miraculous well made him very rich.

Of course, the success of a competitor - and a Jew no less - made the gentile tavern owners jealous. Especially the ones
who had previously been busy and were now forced to watch all their business traveling down a different road. One ambitious
gentile approached the poritz and offered to pay a higher lease price for the rights to the inn and the poritz had no qualms
about breaking his contract with the Jew and awarding the land to the gentile. What was the Jewish entrepreneur to do?
After learning how his livelihood was just pulled out from under him - he immediately set off for Zhiditchov.

Arriving at the Rebbe’s home, he broke down in tears as he recounted the incredible rise and precipitous fall of his
fortune. R’ Tzvi Hirsch comforted the man and told him not to worry. Take another slip of paper, said the Rebbe, and this
time write on it, "9y DINID DNYY DIIND PIN DNIIN 2 YIN YTAY AN IWN NI 99" (“All the wells that his father’s
servants dug in the days of Avraham his father, were sealed up by the Pelishtim and filled in with dirt.””). Then, throw the
paper into the well and see what happens. Of course, the man lost no time in fulfilling the Rebbe’s directive and not
suprisingly, the well in back of the inn suddenly stopped flowing. Within days, travelers stopped patronizing the inn as the
plentiful water had been a major attraction, not only for them but also for the animals who pulled their wagons.

It wasn’t long before the poritz called the Jew and offered to lease him back the inn. Once again, the Jew took off for
Zhiditchov, and this time the Rebbe told him to write, 95 'N 25NN NNY D AN NN NNY XIPN 71PIY 129 NI NINK N 19N
"W W (“They dug another well and did not fight over it. And he called it Rechovos and he said, ‘for now Hashem has

expanded and made us fruitful in the land.”) and throw it into the well. Lo and behold, the well filled up once again with a

plentiful supply of water.
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Swn: Over forty years ago, the Baltimore Rosh Yeshivah,
R’ Yitzchok Ruderman ZT”L visited Eretz Yisroel. He
was so enthused by all that he saw and the people he met
that he spoke in glowing terms about his experience. He
related to a fellow Rosh Yeshivah that he was most excited
about the fact that he was afforded an opportunity to
perform a special mitzvah; he purchased an outer covering -
a mantel, for a Sefer Torah! His friend didn’t understand
the significance. “You can buy a mantel in America as
well,” he said. “What is so special about this one?”

R’ Ruderman couldn’t help but smile. With a glowing
countenance, he explained. “The other day, I was in Bnei
Brak and 1 visited the Gaon, R’> Chaim Kanievski Shlit’a.
We spoke for quite some time in various areas of Torah and
I came away with the real impression that he is truly a
lebedika Sefer Torah, a live Torah scroll. I also noticed that
his coat was worn and frayed and I insisted on buying him a
new coat, which after much debate, he finally accepted. In
this way, I bought a mantel for a real Sefer Torah, and
undoubtedly, my whole trip was worth it just for this!”

On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply feeds & clothes Shomer Shabbos Jews in Eretz Yisroel with zero overhead
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On a visit to the burgeoning yeshivah community of
Lakewood, N.J., in 1956 ("own), the future Gerrer Rebbe,
R’ Simcha Bunim Alter ZT”’L, spoke of the glorious future
of Torah in the small, out-of-town suburb and its impact on
the Jewish world. As he walked down one of the larger
blocks, R’ Simcha Bunim, followed by a modest contingent
of chassidim and Bnei Torah told over a dvar Torah he
heard in the name of his grandfather, the Sefas Emes.

“The Medrash tells us that when Rivkah was expecting
twins, she could feel them struggling inside of her. When
she walked passed Batei Knessios (synagogues) and Batei
Medrashos (houses of study), Yaakov pushed to get out
and when she walked past places of idol-worship, Esav
kicked and struggled to burst free. The question is, were
there numerous synagogues and study houses in those
days? In fact, there was only one - the Yeshivah of Shem
and Aver, to which Rivkah herself went for Divine
inspiration and advice. Why does the Medrash indicate that
she walked past many such houses if there was only one?”

The group continued walking down the dusty Lakewood
street as the Lev Simcha explained. “My Zaida gave an
answer which I feel is appropriate to this city as well. He
said, that although at the time there was only one house of
Torah study, Yaakov in his purity and sanctity, was able to
feel the places in the future that would produce kedusha and
holiness. As Rivkah would walk down the street, he could
inherently feel a spiritual jolt whenever she walked past a site
that would eventually host a synagogue or Beis Medrash and
he struggled to get out when he felt the kedusha in that spot.
This city, too, will host many future sites of Torah U’kedusha.”

One of those people present noted that the very street that
the Lev Simcha was walking down as he told over this vort
from the Sefas Emes, is the same street where many years
later, the current Gerrer Shtiebel in Lakewood opened!

EDITORIAL AND INSIGITS
ON THE WEECKLY MIDDAH OF ...
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R’ Shamshon Raphael Hirsch ZT”’L presents a general
rule that our sages do not hesitate to point out a fault in our
Avos and great leaders throughout history. To the contrary,
it is what makes our Torah great and glorious, thereby
teaching us some of the greatest lessons to be learned.

With regard to the upbringing of Yaakov and Esav, says
R’ Hirsch, one might determine that the foundation of
chinuch upon which Shlomo Hamelech encourages us to raise
a Jewish child - (25 5w0) 3779 Oy W TaN" - “Train the
child in accordance with his way” - was not employed.
Yaakov and Esav were provided an identical education; the
same teachers teaching the same methods, resulting
inevitably in one of the two children not realizing his fullest
potential. Had Esav been taught to channel his unique quality
of N - great courage and strength, in the pursuit and
service of the Almighty, perhaps the Torah would be
referring to him not as a "PY M)’ - a hunter, but rather a
" MY M’ - a mighty man before Hashem. Woe to the
educator who “paints” all his charges with the same brush!

Furthermore, the fact that Esav felt a closer relationship
to Yitzchok while Rivkah’s sympathies were with Yaakov,
can be attributed to the attraction of opposites. We see that
Yitzchok had risen to new life from the altar of the Akeidah,
preferring to dwell near areas of quiet solitude, rather than
amidst the bustling traffic of humanity. It would not be
unlikely, therefore, that Esav’s hearty, audacious way
should have appealed to Yitzchok and that, perhaps, he saw
in Esav the strength, which he himself lacked, to be the
mainstay of his household. Rivkah, on the other hand, saw
in Yaakov’s nature the unfolding of a life-style she had
never known in the home of her own parents. But while
parental sympathies can be explained in this manner,
parents should not permit such primeval emotions to
determine their attitude towards their children.

FROM THE WELLSPRINGS OF
R’ GUTTMAN - RAMAT SIHHLOMO
(2 E-1) .. T TN BN 2T TP V120 DN D WY PowM

Rivkah tells Yaakov to run to Charan, “until your brother’s anger subsides from you” - in other words, until the anger
that YOU (Yaakov) feel towards your brother subsides. Feelings are reciprocal. Shlomo Hamelech tells us in Mishlei (v>-12):
“Like one’s reflection is seen in the water, so too, does one heart reflect another.” Why is this so? Is it not possible for one
person to have negative feelings toward someone else, even if that person has positive feelings toward him?

R’ Pinchos Horowitz ZT”’L (Baal Hafla’ah) explains by detailing a concept known as "wnn "W - which literally means
“returning light.” When one thinks positively about another person, he mentally sends that person a positive message. This is
all taking place in the sub-conscience of the recipient’s mind, but surprisingly so, there are times when we really do get the
message, even on a conscious level. Do you ever suddenly think that you must call your mother and suddenly the phone rings
and it is her? That is the “returning light.” You thought about her - so she thought about you! You can use this power to
cultivate positive feelings, by sending positive messages to people all over the world. When your child is in school taking a test,
daven that she should do well and then send her a positive mental message: ‘“Relax, Mammala, you know all the answers and
you will be successful!” You’d be surprised how much this can help them to succeed! You can send positive messages to
people all day long and not only will it cause you to feel warm and fuzzy about them, but it will create a wonderful feeling in them
about you! This is what Rivkah meant when she said these words to Yaakov! Try it, you just might be “positively” surprised!




