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Halacha L'maaseh: Horav Boruch Hirschfeld Shlit'a

A SERIES IN HALACHAH
THE TEFILLOS ON EREY YOM KIPPUR

On Erev Yom Kippur, we do not recite "nmhnb
(P 7o o nn) in Pesukei D'zimrah, because this chapter
corresponds to the 1N Y - Sacrifice of thanks, in the
Mikdosh (. In the times of the Bais Hamikdosh, one was
unable to bring the Korbon Todah on the day before Yom
Kippur, since he would be minimizing the Torah-
prescribed amount of eating time of the korbon from the
usual day and night, once Yom Kippur begins. This is an
important lesson for us to remember. On every other day,
when we do recite the chapter of "nmn> 9y, what we
are doing is performing the equivalent of sacrificing a
Korbon Todah, in which we thank Hashem for granting
us another day of life.

One should recite Mincha on Erev Yom Kippur early
enough to enable him to go home, eat the njpoaIN NHYD
- Final meal, take care of any last-minute preparations
and come back to shul before sunset. At the end of
Shemona Esrai by Mincha, one recites the long Viduy -
confession, which is said by each Shemona Esrai on Yom
Kippur . When Viduy is recited, it should be said while
standing in a humble position, bent over although not
leaning on anything. An undesirable leaning is if he
would fall over if the object he is leaning on would be
taken away (3. An old or weak person may lean @.

If one is holding in middle of the Viduy when the chazan

- Rav D'khal Ahavas Yisroel, Cleveland Heights, Ohio

reaches Kaddish, Kedusha, etc., there are certain things he

is permitted to answer. If he has already said "n¥> wi»
after the final berachah (D>v o) before the Viduy, he
may answer in Kedusha: 125 M1 .... WYTP ,WYTR W T,
In Kaddish: a5y ymaNTINNYIN .02 7Y R JINY
In Modim: 7> yux ©T and nothing more. Also, he
may answer 7yaN” by M>an yown WTpn TN’ G).
Note: If he hadn't said ') ¥7> v before the Viduy, he
should say it right before answering any of the above.

One should be back in shul well before sunset in order
to put on his Talis with a berachah, say the prayer of
confession in 19y nam, fulfill the mitzvah of Tosfos Yom
Kippur, and be completely ready to say Kol Nidrei ).

The awe-inspiring Tefilah of Kol Nidrei is recited out
loud by the chazan. The congregation says it along with
him quietly. The berachah of My ninw is then recited by
the entire congregation together, however, the chazan
should draw out his berachah so that everyone can
answer "N to his berachah. Important Halachah:
Ladies who have already said "Shehechayanu" when
they lit candles before Yom Kippur, should not say it
again. They should just listen and answer "yan” @.

During Yom Kippur, we say the second phrase of Krias
Shema - »*115 ow 27 - out loud. This would seem to
apply to Krias Shema before going to sleep and before
saying Korbonos in the morning, as well @.
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R' Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai ZT"L (Chid'ah) would say:

"There are so many people who do good in this world; kind, merciful individuals who support the poor
and downtrodden, who look after the widows and orphans, who are involved in every communal act of
chessed. Why then, don't they look after those who need their attention most, the ones to whom they have
the greatest responsibility? Why don't they do Teshuvah and take care of their own souls?"

R' Yisroel Meir Kagan Hakohen ZT''L (Chofetz Chaim) would say:
"The purpose of our being in this world is to overcome our forbidden impulses, and we are frequently
in a state of conflict. By controlling our desires for evil, we elevate ourselves. XN XIYS 0195 - The more

difficult the task, the greater the merit."

A Wise Man would say:

"In this season of forgiveness remember: Always forgive your enemies - nothing annoys them so much."
MAZEL TOV RABBI & MRS YOSSI BRECHER ON THE BIRTH OF THEIR DAUGHTER, YEHUDIS
TORAH TAVLIN IS AVAILABLE FREE OF CHARGE! TO SPONSOR/DEDICATE AN ISSUE, RECEIVE IT BY MAIL OR HAVE
IT E-MAILED TO YOU DIRECTLY, PLEASE CALL 845-821-6200, OR SEND AN E-MAIL TO TORAHTAVLIN@ YAHOO.COM.
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It was touch and go for a few days before Karl woke up in a military hospital in Cairo, Egypt. It was
during his recovery that he registered the enormity of his miracle. Had he not fallen behind, he too, would
have been blown to bits by the force of the explosion! In the zechus of his strict adherence to the mitzvah
of fasting on Yom szpur Wthh had caused him to become so weak he was saved!
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A person can do something which, at the time,
appeared to have been a good decision. However,
when comparing his actions to other decisions that
he, or others, may have made previously, it would
appear to have been lacking in some way. With
Hashem it is not so, says R' Meir Davila ZT"'L of
Morocco. "bys on N8N - Every action - past,
present and future, is correct and perfect in its own
right; 7vawn 5971 95 %57 - For all His decisions are
true and one may never doubt the judgment of G-d.
A noted Torah scholar, who was also an
opponent to chassidim, suffered the tragedy of
losing a child. He came to R' Menachem Mendel
of Kotzk ZT'"L for consolation. R' Mendel began
a discussion of a complex problem in the Talmud.
The scholar thought a bit, and then gave a brilliant
explanation for the problem. The Kotzker pointed
out that this was indeed a fine explanation, but it
contradicted another Talmudic statement. The
scholar showed how the two could be reconciled.
The Kotzker then pointed out that this
explanation gave rise to yet another conflict, and
again the scholar was able to reconcile the issues.
The discussion continued along the same line.
Finally R' Mendel said, "There were all these
challenges to Talmudic statements, yet you found a
way to explain them all so that they did not
conflict. If you can find an explanation for the
Baalei Gemara, can we not assume that there is
also an explanation for what Hashem does? A
person of lesser learning than you may find the
difficult portions of the Talmud inexplicable. With
your wisdom, you were able to understand why the
Talmud is right. We do not have the wisdom to
understand Hashem, but He, too, is right."
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We encounter an interesting phenomenon each
year during the nwn »» nwy - Ten Days of
repentance, and Yom Kippur; on many occasions,
it is the youngsters who become inspired with the
awesomeness of these holy days, inflamed with a
true spirit of Teshuvah and a desire to improve
themselves. On the other hand, many older and
more mature individuals, men with vast life-
experiences who should better understand the
nature of the Yom Hadin, seem to go about their
daily schedules as if its "business as usual"! Their
davening is no different than the rest of the year, in
fact, it seems to have digressed a bit. But why is
this so? Wouldn't one think that the older a person
gets, the more he would devote himself to the self-
improvement of his soul, whilst the younger one is
the less he comprehends, and the importance of
these days takes on less meaning?

R' Gamliel Rabinowitz Shlit'a uses a "play on
words" to make his point: Chazal tell us N0 ooy”
PWTI9Y T - "This world is compared to a
vestibule.” In Hebrew, the letters of 97179 can
also spell M9 (Refrigerator). The meaning is
this: Our world is similar to a refrigerator, in that
whatever is placed inside it cools off. If one does
not make the effort to inflame his inner soul with
Torah, Tefillah and Teshuvah, his enthusiasm will
steadily wear down and "cool off." A youngster is
not in this world long enough to feel the effects of
"global cooling." Unfortunately, the older one gets,
the greater the chance that he will feel this effect.

Let us work on ourselves, during these holy
days, to "fire up" our souls with the spirit of true
repentance, let our prayers "flame" up as a torch, to
"scorch" the Heavens and "ignite" the Divine mercy.
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Karl (Kalman) Alexander was an enlisted Jewish Soldier from London during WWII, stationed in the
Western Desert of North Africa with the British Eighth Army, under the command of the legendary Field
Marshall Montgomery. Although he was the only religious Jewish soldier in his unit, he had been
fortunate enough to be able to join the Catering Corps. This meant he was able to observe kashrus easily.
He knew what food there was, and had even been able to kasher utensils.

It was Yom Kippur morning, 1942, and Karl was in his tent davening. Suddently, his sergeant walked
in. "Corporal Alexander," he shouted. "Please collect your things and come with me. You'll be leaving
camp immediately. Another unit 15 miles away is short of kitchen staff, so you and a number of other
kitchen workers are being assigned there." With all due respect, Karl tried to persuade the sergeant to
possibly hold off the order for a few hours. He knew that walking 15 miles in a desert while fasting
would be difficult, if not impossible. But the sergeant would have none of it. "Unless you want to find
yourself court-martialed, you must follow orders. Be ready to leave in 10 minutes," he was told.

Karl and his companions set out on their journey. Karl made a deal with one of his companions that if
he holds his backpack, Karl would do three of his night shifts. Thus, he was able to avoid carrying on
Yom Kippur. After walking for some time, though, Karl's throat became very dry and he was getting
weaker. While he watched the others taking sips from their flasks, he tried to concentrate on other things.
He tried reciting the Yom Kippur prayers by heart, whatever he knew.

"How much farther do you think we have," Karl asked his fellow soldier.

"At least eleven miles, I'd say," was the reply. Karl groaned.

"That much? I thought we were almost there." Karl was getting weaker and more tired. The heat, and
most of all the lack of water, had begun to effect him and he found it difficult to keep up with the others.

A wave of nausea swept over him and now he was barely shuffling along. He had begun to fall behind.
But he was determined to keep fasting on this holy day. After a while, his weakened state became such
that he found himself considerably behind the others. The sergeant turned around and noticed that Karl
was a distance from them. "Corporal Alexander ...!" he shouted, but never finished his sentence, for at
that moment there was a terrific explosion. The force of it threw Karl back several meters. He lifted his
head and noticed his shirt was ripped and he was bleeding profusely. With his good arm he picked
himself up, and realized what had just taken place in horror and disbelief. There in front of him, lay his
three companions, motionless and dead, across the sand where moments ago they had been marching
together. "They must have stepped on a landmine." he thought before he passed out.

OO OB OO O3>

OO OO O5OS 5533

33>

OO OOOS OO OO OO OOOS OO OB




