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infatuation that we have with Korach's wealth? Why are we so hung up

| about it? Weren't there any notably rich people, other than Korach?

The answer, says the Rebbe, R' Boruch Mordechai ZT"L of
Shedlitz, is quite obvious. In the case of many wealthy people, during
their lifetime they are practically living legends of wealth and prosperity.

a2 They appear to lack nothing with an endless cash flow. However, when

it's their time to leave this world, somehow the legend tends to dissipate
when it becomes obviously clear that their wealth was not as vast as it
was made out to be.

In this particular respect, Korach has no competitors. Korach

| descended into the mouth of the earth together with all the wealth and
| riches that he accumulated throughout his lifetime. He literally "Took it
| all with him!" Along with his considerable possessions, he also took the

legend of his great wealth - as well as the proof of how great it really
was! He remained, and always will remain, rich throughout!
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If one took a drink before washing for N3 and then only
afterwards decides to wash, he should not say a mwa) X2 before
washing if he will be drinking more during the nTyo. (N>°NN32, one
should not drink a ¥>17 before washing so as not to get involved in a
nmonn) If he will be not drinking more during the NTwo, he is required
to make a mw9) N2 before washing.

[f the person was very thirsty before taking the drink, this particular
drink can be considered a NTWO TN since it causes his appetite to be
aroused. Therefore, the Halachah is that a person should not make a
mway N2 before washing for noxn.
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element of the city's population that heavily backed him?"

The Noda B'yehuda turned to the tailor and said, "Let me explain. In
most places and under normal circumstances, when a new ruler comes to
power, he tends to immediately change over his staff. Those who
opposed his inauguration are fired, while those who stuck with him, get
promoted - even those who aren't worthy of the new position. However,
we find that Moshe Rabbeinu did just the opposite. DN X N NI
N - Not even one donkey have I lifted from them. Said Moshe,
"Anyone as low and unworthy as a "donkey" - even though he may have
been an ardent supporter of mine - I have not promoted or raised up his
position. On the other hand, "D & NN XMyIN X2V - 1 did no evil to
even one of them - Even those who opposed me, I attempted to be 217pn
and did not hold an evil grudge against them."

"], too, try to follow in the ways of our great leader and Rebbe," said
R' Yechezkel with a smile, "No offense to any of the donkeys......."
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In Pirkei Avos it is written, "On Erev Shabbos, at twilight, ten things
were created" - among them the ¥\ % - the mouth of the earth, that was
to swallow Korach and his assembly. Didn't Moshe Rabbeinu know this
already through Ruach Hakodesh? Why did he speak in doubt saying that
if it wasn't created yet, let Hashem create it now?

The Chasam Sofer, R' Moshe Sofer ZT'"L, explains that among the
ten things created at that time, was also Moshe Rabbeinu's burial spot,
the exact location of which is totally unknown to any man. For this
reason, Hashem kept hidden from Moshe all ten things created at that
time, MwnwN ya naw 17y, including the creation of the mouth of the
earth that swallowed Korach and his entire assembly.
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There is a familiar saying that goes as follows: "That man is so
wealthy, he's as rich as Korach!" It is for us to understand, what is

| growing nmn "2 and Talmidei Chachomim. The simple laymen of
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In the year 5515 (1755), the city of Prague held an election for the title
of Rov in the city. R' Yechezkel Landau ZT"L, the famed author of the
Noda B'yehuda held the backing of the majority of the city's residents -
the simple Ba'alei Batim and laymen - and was able to win the election
over his rival, R' Zerach Eidlitz ZT"L, who maintained the steadfast
support of the city's Yeshivaleit - the n1n »2 and Lamdanim - who were
in the minority. However, soon after he was crowned as Rov, R'
Yechezkel opened up a renowned Yeshiva and spent a good part of his
day there, teaching and primarily associating himself with the city's

Prague, those who primarily backed him in the election, on the other
hand, did not enjoy any extra attention from the Rov and by and large,
did not have much to do with him.

A tailor once approached R' Yechezkel and asked him about this.
"Why is it that the Rov has developed a closer relationship with those
that opposed him in the election, while he seems to have alienated the




