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’b 3 ook If the Children of Israel were on such a high level of spirituality after
: ] ﬂ ﬂ j 13-] receiving the Torah, why did they have to attempt to duplicate the Sinai
’ * ** experience through the construction and service of the Mishkan?
- A Torah Tavlin Publication o ok R' Yonason Eibeschutz ZT"L answers that Brei Yisroel had
34 Maviner Way Movsey, NY 10952 : everything handed to them. Hashem took them out of bondage; He parted
» the Red Sea; He provided them with water, manna from heaven, and He
T2 NYID - NN HYI9 WP NaY o gave them the Torah. By not having to work for their freedom or for the
Shabbos ParshasTerumah Parshas Zachor k%% | Torah, Bnei Yisroel didn't appreciate Hashem. So, He decided that they
w would have to work for their divine service, that each would have to make
March 3, 2Zoot - N'DYN VTN /N % %3 | apersonal contribution, not a fixed tax, but something "from the heart” .
The Mishkan was replaced by the Bais Hamikdosh in Jerusalem, and
(Monsey, N¥)usozseeese SI3) 1Y 237 REE | after its destruction, it was replaced by the Bais Haknesses. However, a
5:49 - NN DY/NWPVY 5: 30 - M) NPOIN ¢ 3¢ shul can only be a temporary one until it is housed in a proper place. And
6: 39 -2VN/OYION NRY 8:43 - N'/YNY MNP YN a Shul will only prosper if members contribute beyond their dues, to the
7:01 - DN MY NV 9:19 - N"MIV/YDY NP 0T s sk | Shul's financial and spiritual welfare. Only then is the commitment
cherished by the community of individuals. That is why the Mishkan was
%%k | erected. After the sin of the Golden Calf, each Jew had to contribute
128 NY1H money and gifts of gold, silver, copper and various other materials, as he
(2-112) 1199 NI %9 sy YN 03a o ay | KKK | was able. The Brei Yisroel had to make their committment to the Mishkan
VYT 31210 N NNINDDY 270y D 9D 11DY Y2 NP wIawn Py as the atonement for the Golden Calf. The personal attachment through
INND INYIN N NIDIIN IIR PPINYDY 19108 %%k voluntarily giving to the Mishkan was, and still is, the ongoing atonement
212 NIV DIPRA MY 1Y NP WD DY DWI9NN NHN M for our backsliding back then.
72,77 N2y NN NYAPY NAYN) IV DTRD NPV DYIY 975 18P Ak
PRI VAN JUIND ML F¥3 30D DIDN NP9 NN NPIPNY TN | e 3¢ 3¢ 2202 VDN 730 NID)
DA Y0 AND 130 RINT YR DT IMNY NNNYRY AY /o et Y R' Azaryah Figo ZT"L (Binah La'itim) would say:
;T THNND NDP ON P NININ NIV 2WN DTN NI (NO POIDP) | sk sk sk “The depth of the Aron was less than its length, to teach us that the
NNV ANY N3RPT PR NN PR INND N DY MInna San Torah is not so deep as to be inaccessible.”
M 1I0Y 1NN DMPY PN N N ,TI9 NYAP O IOINK DPTY N DN
NYD 7T PN JIN ,'m!.u PYIN Tt 97 93 PPV 17y PO m‘le 21 IMNY R Yosef Dov Halevi Soloveitchik ZT"L (Beis Halevi) would say:
NPT P ,1MPY ATWANT PN AN ,NND DUy mnn boon | Kk k "This parashah, which fleals with making donations to.the mfshkan,
TRV TN W NOMNAY 0W5 %7 mmgns ToDw ,aun 1995 NI foliow§ Parashas Mishpatim to.teach us theft before one gives his money
TN 297,09 3P M by NN MPN ToY 10 N owb amw | Kk | to charity, he must be sure that it really is his money!”
NRON NMPD NN NPN VAPTZ W NPV TN 111 20,00 1710) s | R' Yosef Rosenzweig Shlit"a would say:
FAPRA MBYN "You get out of Yiddishkeit what you put into it!"
(Y0 -112) 719 9305 1903 XY ©1aN PN IINA M0 * Ak THISTESHE S .
TINTIY TV HAR 9P, TP PIRD YT PONNY 97N YD 130 TN ‘ AR = DY ADIN LY MINY w2
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engaged in, ostensibly in private. N " gt DY DAYIING INAY DO PITY  DUTPN WP 1P Y TOW
Seeing this shock of revelation having the desired effect on the brazen % sk k O XN 190 INOT X ONNDT DM PINT N TINYD 153 112¥ 12
man, the Rov swooped in for the kill. ;N2 TRV NN MPND Oy DY Y 57741 19N VRN TRIYY 1IN
"No matter how much you try to conceal something, a repetitious act * ok ok 3953 DA DONAPI DN AMNN 92 3 DIMNI TINA IN PRIV D
will eventually be exposed. That much we agree upon, correct?” The % % K DPIWPY OMN DXXIPI DN TNNN YPRNNT ,DIN OY DYIMoN ,ﬂnn‘))?;ﬂ
shamefaced man nodded in assent. "Therefore, if you had contributed to Yy YT 9897 DY DIBNDRI 77NN Y9¥a by ONPm D, D531 Y
tzedakah secretly, you would surely have been caught in the act, just as % sk % NN TS DY TR Do i N12D TRYD 100 AN
you were caught doing the other things you thought were safe from other TN PN NI TN YT YT PRINNY VWD 1IN H¥aN NRND

' i i i s NINW 19 970, NN T YDA PRNNY il DY NINY ST YONN
people's eyes. Since no one has ever witnessed you giving fzedakah, it is %ok sk N T S SN VY TS TN 9T %3 0y o s YN T PR3
TINN NN PINNY QDN DYNI DTNM N DN PN Yon NN oow3
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obvious that you have never done so - both publicly or in private. So quit
the charade and give up, if not yourself, then at least some of your money ok
for the poor and needy people!"
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The mishkan was built as a place where Hashem would rest his : (2-119) 7439 $NIIN NN NP 127 NI TUN YN b NG
shechina - divine presence, and in which the Bnei Yisroel would serve % 5k % One of the residents of the city of Nickolsburg was an extremely
Him. It was the "headquarters" of their service to the One above. Why, wealthy individual, however, he acquired the reputation of being a miser,
then, was it built through private donations? Why was it not funded % k% | never parting with any of his money for tzedakah. None of the local
through a national tax? charities benefited from him, and unknowing collectors from out of town

R' Zalman Sorotzkin ZT"L explains that the main quality of the %% 3% | \ere invariably dismissed from his opulent home with nothing to show for
mishkan was the generosity through which it was built. It was precisely their efforts. After observing the miser turn away yet another attempt to
because its every piece of gold and every scrap of wood was given with *Hk collect tzedakah for a worhty cause, the Rov of Nickolsburg, R’
pure and sincere willingness of heart, that Hashem desired to rest His %3 | Mordechai Benet ZT"L sharply reprimanded the man for his
divine presence in it. unbecoming and unwholesome conduct.

So too, it this generosity which makes every shul and Bais Medrash so | % % % The man was somewhat used to people's comments and knew how to
special. Unlike buildings which are needed for national concerns, such as deflect the criticism. "Rabbi, I have often heard you preach about the great
post offices and government institutions, which are funded by taxes and | %% | virtue of giving tzedakah in secrecy, so that one does not do so for public
other forms of government revenue, the fact that every Bais Haknesses is acclaim. 1 do indeed give fzedakah, but because I wish to do so in its
built by Jews who willingly give of their resources to glorify Hasher's ® ok x purest form, I attempt to perform this great mitzvah behind closed doors.
name, makes the prayers uttered in these holy places so pleasing to To avoid honor, of course!" The man winked conspiratorially.

Hashem. ko R' Mordechai was taken aback at the man's audacity, but recovered in :

The generosity of heart that each member of Bnei Yisroel demonstrate, sk | timely fashion and graced him with a rebuttal. "Listen here, there are many |
both in building Torak institutions and in helping individuals in need of sins that you have committed over the years, and although you have tried
extra money and support, is a quality that is especially unique to the % %% | to hide them from the public eye, word has managed to get around.” He
Jewish people ’ then went on to enumerate some of the evil activities that the man had -
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