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A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A ‘TORAH” DAY

"B919 125 N oY’ - The Greatest Mitzvah of All (113)
Kavod HaTorah: Standing Up For Osei Mitzvah. Last week
we started the topic mentioned in Bavli (1) and Yerushalmi @
about standing up for people who are performing a mitzvah. The
classic examples mentioned in Talmud, Rishonim and Poskim
are of people who bring Bikkurim to Yerushalayim, those who
carry the coffin of a dead person to burial, and the K’vater (one
or more people who carry the baby into the room) at a Bris
Milah. The Gemara in Kiddushin (33a) uses the term, msn naan’
"mywa - beloved and precious is the performance of a mitzvah
while it is being performed, as the basis for its reasoning.

Which Mitzves? There are some obvious questions one could
ask. Why don’t we stand up every time someone walks by
wearing Tefillin or Tzitzis? If two students walk by talking in
learning, must we stand up for them? Maybe we should stand up
for someone on the way to say Krias Shema, or to put Tzedaka
in a pushka! If we did, we will have to spend much of our time
in shul standing up again and again. The Noda B’Yehudah (3
answers that this obligation is only by a mifzvah that comes up
from time to time, and cannot be made up later if missed. This
gives a certain MmN (affection) to the mitzvah. However, there
seem to be Poskim that do not agree with the Noda B’Yehudah.
The Pischei Teshuva @) quotes from the Yad Eliyahu ) that we
have to stand up for a Gabbai Tzedaka when he goes around
collecting money for charity. Typically, this work is not done from
time to time, but rather quite often, and still he holds that we must
stand up for him. This is also the opinion of the Ben Ish Chai ).
These Poskim seem to argue on the Noda B’Yehudah, and if so,
the obvious questions in the previous paragraph need an answer.
Another Possible Explanation. It seems to this writer that
another explanation might be suggested as to the nature of which
mitzvos require one to stand for those performing a mitzvah. For
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those mitzvos that naturally require moving around or walking,
Chazal obligated those nearby (within 4 Amos) to stand. Walking
is not an inherent part of the mitzvah of Torah study. One can
learn wherever he is, and when circumstances create the need for
him to walk, he can continue doing the mitzvah "2 Jno>ay.
The same with Tefillin and Tzitzis. One can fulfill them wherever
he is, and if he happens to walk, the mitzvah still applies. However,
in our case of Osei Mitzvah, it refers to the kinds of mitzvos that
usually necessitate walking around on foot, and in those cases,
Chazal required standing up for those doing them. This might not
fully answer all the questions, but it is a start! I saw a quote from
R’ Chaim Kanievsky shlit’a, that there might be an obligation
to stand up for the student who goes around at the end of a
Yeshivah day collecting and replacing the seforim on the shelves.
This would be in accordance with what we just suggested here.
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Rav Yosi says that the Livyasan is kosher. Of course, it's kosher, cries
the Maharsha! Chazal tell us that in the future, Hashem will serve the
Tzaddikim from the flesh of the Livyasan! Rather, Rav Yosi’s intention
is to clarify that the Livyasan is actually a fish - and not a sea creature!

The Aruch LaNer asks: At the end of Sukkah, Chazal state that in
the future, Hashem will use the skin of the Livyasan to make a sukkah
for Tzaddikim. How can this be? Skin of an animal is posul for schach
(ypp *97my o»n)! Rather, it doesn't mean a sukkah for the Yom Tov|
of Sukkos but instead a sukkah for shade. Based on this, the Aruch
LaNer has a problem with the nusach of the tefillah many say when
they leave the sukkah for the final time: no02 2¥5 NNaN MY NN’
"5 S vy - how can we say “next year” at this time, if it will be
Chag Sukkos and the Livyasan is posul? He says the nusach quoted
in the Rema (v"o1m) does not have the words "nxan mwb” for this
reason! Suprisingly, the gematria of yym> (496) is equal to "noomn .
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R’ Yonason Eibeschutz z¢’l (Tiferes Yonason) would say:

“T72 7MY TIaT TNON MW N N - Klal Yisroel is protected through the power of Torah learning. They do not need
an angel to watch over them. However, when a person is traveling, his Torah learning weakens (Medrash). Thus, Hashem
tells Moshe, ‘I am sending a malach to guard you - 7772’ - because that is when you will actually need protection.”

Rabbi Eli Mansour shlit’a (The Daily Halacha) would say:

“N9 N9 - The Gemara (Berachos 60a) comments: ‘From here we learn that a physician is permitted to cure.” Chazal
are teaching us the proper perspective we must have toward illness, namely, that it is an act of G-d. Of course, one who
takes ill can and must go to a doctor, and to the best doctor available. however, one must not become so caught up in the
process of medical treatment that he loses sight of the fact that it is the Almighty Who brought the illness upon him in the
first place. Although we must consult with physicians, it behooves us as well to approach the illness as a signal from
Hashem calling upon us to examine ourselves and see where there is room to improve and which flaws need correction.”
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A Wise Man would say: “Don’t wish your life was easier. Wish you were better at life!” M?(z:llzigma:'«::geh
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Rashi states: ““And these are the laws that you shall set before them’ - before them, but not before gentiles. Even if you
know that they (gentiles) judge a certain law similar to the laws of Israel, do not bring it to their courts, for one who brings
Jewish lawsuits before the gentiles profanes the (Divine) Name and honors the name of idols to praise them, as it is said.:
“For not like our Rock (G-d) is their rock, but (yet) our enemies judge (us)” (Devarim 32-31). When (we let) our enemies
Jjudge (us), this is testimony to (our) esteem of their deity.” (Medrash Tanchuma 3)

An Agunah (woman whose husband refused to divorce her) asked a renowned Rosh Yeshivah for his help in procuring
a get (Jewish divorce) from her husband. The man was making her life miserable and she did not know where to turn. The
Rosh Yeshivah sent her to the great Posek and Rosh Yeshivah of Torah Vodaath, R’ Chaim Yisroel Halevi Belsky z¢’l,
who listened to the circumstances and immediately agreed to help. He contacted the husband and tried to talk sense into
him. The man was obstinate and unyielding. He refused to listen to the renowned Rav. He decided, contrary to halacha, to
take his grievances to a secular court. R’ Belsky again tried to talk him out of it but it was to no avail.

Rabbi Yaakov Feinzeig, a close talmid of R’ Belsky recalled the months during which R’ Belsky was involved with
this particular case. “Many mornings, I would be sitting with him in his classroom when this woman would appear, crying
bitterly and pouring out her heart to the Rosh Yeshivah. At the same time, he had to deal with the harassment that the
husband and his friends were subjecting him to, the phone calls, the threats. These are not stories that find their way into
newspapers. Only those who were with R’ Belsky on a daily basis knew what he was personally going through, all
because he was determined to help this broken-hearted woman.” One day, a few weeks later, R’ Belsky received a
subpoena to appear in district court together with his Rebbetzin, who had provided chizuk to this woman when she had
come to her home. A lawyer representing the Belskys succeeded in removing the Rebbetzin from the case.

At the hearing, the judge perceived correctly that the goal of the other side was to discredit R’ Belsky, and upon his
lawyer’s request, allowed the Rosh Yeshivah to sit outside the courtroom while the other side made their shameful claims.
All their arguments were rejected except for one: “Your honor,” they asked, “why must the Jewish court be involved in
this case at all? It can be dealt with just as well - if not better - in a secular court!”

The judge asked that R’ Belsky be brought back into the courtroom so that he could answer the question. R’ Belsky’s
lawyer informed him of what had just happened inside. “Could the Rabbi please tell me how he plans to respond?” he
asked, obviously concerned. R’ Belsky smiled and replied, “Don’t worry. I know just what to say.”

In the courtroom, R’ Belsky’s imposing figure stood out among the various participants. When it was his turn to speak,
he explained, “Your honor, I understand why this question bothers you. After sitting in your courtroom I can say that you
are an outstanding judge. In fact, it is people with your intelligence and integrity that we need to serve as judges in
America’s courts. However, there is one problem. When it comes to bringing our cases to secular courts, our hands are
tied. We live according to our holy Torah, and the Torah states clearly that when two Jews have a dispute, they must bring
their case before a Jewish court so that it will be resolved according to Jewish law. We are not permitted to bring matters
before a secular court, no matter how intelligent, capable, and honest the judges of that court might be.”

The courtroom was silent for a few moments as the assembled digested these words. Then, the judge nodded in assent.
R’ Belsky’s words had hit their mark and the entire case against him was dismissed. It was a great victory and R’ Belsky
and his lawyer felt vindicated - but he didn’t stop there. When the Rosh Yeshivah learned that due to certain aspects of the
case involving the marriage and its dissolution that remained in secular court, the woman’s legal fees totaled $140,000, the
Rosh Yeshivah himself raised the money and all the fees were paid. (Adapted from Rav Belsky, by R’ Shimon Finkelman, Mesorah Pub.)

.. B3O BRI W WK
(0 ) O NI TN AP AN DN TN oW B P P
Yirmiyahu describes the punishment that would befall the
Jews because they continued to subjugate their Hebrew
slaves after the allotted six years of service had passed. The
Navi describes the devastating repercussions of their blatant
transgression of the biblical commandment and ends with an
assurance that the Jews will eventually return to Eretz Yisroel.
The Sefas Emes, R’ Yehuda Aryeh Leib Alter zt”l
observes that there is an interesting correlation between the
Land of Israel and freeing of slaves. He explains that many
numbers have great significance in the Torah, and in Parshas
Mishpatim, the mitzvah of Shmitta and the mitzvah of freeing

slaves both unveil the hidden theme of the number seven. In
the seventh year, the soil of Ererz Yisroel must rest; similarly,
a slave must be set free in his seventh year of slavery.

The Zohar compares the Jewish soul to Eretz Yisroel. Just
as the land cannot be subjugated permanently to any human
being, a slave can only be beholden to the One and only
Creator of the Universe. The laws of Shmitta and the Jewish
slave, follow immediately after the incredible events of
Matan Torah to show that the Torah implanted within every
Jewish person the innate tendency to accept no master upon
himself other than Hashem. While a Jew can become a slave,
that condition exists only temporarily, for deep down, every
Jew is beholden to the true Master of the World, Hashem.
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The Baal HaTurim gives a deeper meaning to the word "ovawnn”. It stands for: "vawN MUY DI NI NULY IMNN PT17”
- A judge is commanded to try to reach a settlement before issuing a judgment. It is famously said that the reason we go back
three steps after Shemona Esrai, before we say "DWw nw", is to teach us that people must be willing to take a step back in
order that there should be shalom - peace, amongst everyone. Case in point: I was once involved in a din Torah during the
week of Mishpatim. Although we told the dayanim that they should push for a p’shara (settlement) and not go straight to din,
in the end they didn’t listen and went straight to din. This bothered me a lot and I even complained to the Rosh Av Beis Din,
who agreed with me. After losing our case, I was not satisfied and wished to take action to overturn the psak. Before doing that,
however, I reached out to the other litigants and they agreed to meet. B”H, we were able to reach a p’shara on our own. Each
side moved back 3 steps and before long we worked things out, were hugging each other, and were zoche to Y Dy DVW!
The first sedra after Matan Torah is Mishpatim, which discusses the laws of bein adam I’chaveiro. The question was asked
why Choshen Mishpat (which deals with these laws) was moved from first to last place. It should have remained the first
section of Shulchan Aruch, in order for people to learn to give in and compromise for peace. The Satmar Rebbe z¢I answered
that since it teaches us that litigants should seek a compromise in order to establish peace, the Rabbanim did not want to put
Choshen Mishpat first so we should think that we can compromise in all cases of halacha. Yes, in Choshen Mishpat we learn
to make a p’shara, but this approach to shalom is fitting only in money matters - but when it comes to mitzvos Hashem,
compromise does not exist! Choshen Mishpat was moved to the end, after Orach Chaim, in order to avoid this mistake.
May we always be zoche to a life of peace and happiness amongst our families, friends, and all of Kial Yisroel.
ﬂpﬂ 41@#}'&'? ﬂ'@“} 1‘2@'@ a person who is not yet Jewish does not have Hashem as his
(-32) .. O™ISD PN DO DA D A wRI AN AP oY melamed and therefore does not understand. After he
Yom: A man who was learning to become a Ger (convert) becomes Jewish, he will understand, said R” Chaim.
would attend a daily shiur of a certain rabbi in Herzliya, The man converted and began to excel his studies!

Israel. One day, the would-be convert came to the rabbi and
told him that he no longer wishes to convert. The rabbi asked
him why he had changed his mind after coming this far.

The man explained that he feels it is useless for him to
learn Gemara. Everyone in the shiur understands and many
even ask questions. Yet he does not understand anything.

The rabbi went to R” Chaim Kanievsky shlit’a and asked
him what to do. R> Chaim responded that the reason he
doesn’t understand is because he doesn’t have a melamed
(teacher). The rabbi countered that he was the teacher.

R’ Chaim explained that the reason a Jew understands
Gemara is because Hashem is our personal teacher, as we

Swm3: Each and every one of us has Hashem as our personal
teacher! Each and everyone one of us is holy because we
stood at Har Sinai. The Menoras HaMaor says that we have
to be careful to speak appropriately, especially to Geirim,
because we stood at Har Sinai and became pure. The gentiles
remain with the Tumah of Adam Harishon and Chava. But
we stood on Har Sinai and became purified from that Tumah.
A convert in the process of conversion also becomes purified.

But if we are not careful how we speak, says the Menoras
HaMaor, then people will think that we didn’t stand at Har
Sinai. Because whoever stood at Har Sinai became purified
and speaks differently. He speaks with nobility and modesty

say in ‘?i rchas HaTorah "bN:I\_\v’ WYY NN TN, Howiver,‘ and certainly not inappropriately ( ognvyrith insensitivity).
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Rashi explains that "©npa MW" means, “Even if one is wise in Torah and accepts a bribe, he will become deranged, forget his
studies, and lose his eyesight.” We see that in order to establish true judgment, it is absolutely forbidden for a judge to take a
bribe. This does not only refer to money, but even a bribe of words is forbidden. This includes accepting any type of favor and
the Gemara gives examples: Putting out one’s hand to help another cross a bridge (or a street) would be considered a “bribe”
and would render the recipient invalid to judge the case of the one who helped him! Another example is a man who was sitting
and judging a case when a feather fell onto his head. Another man came along and removed it. The first man asked him what
he was doing there and he answered that he came to Beis Din and would like him to judge his case. The first man answered that
he cannot render judgment in this case. These situations seem so insignificant; such small acts of kindness couldn’t possibly
carry so much weight that they would be considered bribery for a judge. And yet, says R> Avraham Pam z¢’l, we see how our
great Sages had such appreciation for even the tiniest favor. When someone does a small act of kindness, it makes an
impression - but only on someone who doesn’t believe that he DESERVES everything. When a person feels that everything is
coming to him then he will not appreciate anything and will never be happy! The recipe for misery is to take everything for
granted, and the recipe for joy is gratitude. We are all recipients of so much kindness from all the people around us, and
certainly from Hashem! If we could learn to truly feel gratitude in our hearts for the smallest things, we could completely
upgrade our happiness in life! Let us learn from the laws of judges to become people who judge everything with appreciation -
even the smallest things that people do for us. Let us feel and show hakaras hatov and become truly happy people.




