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The prophet Yechezkel tells us (-2 Sxpi») that Paraoh used to say,
"The Nile is mine, and I created myself." How does a person become so
| arrogant? Can anyone really believe that he created himself?

R' Sholom Mordechai Schwadron ZT”L explains, quoting R'

- | Sa'adiah Gaon ZT”L, that denial of G-d stems from throwing off the
| yoke of G-d. One who is depraved is not so because he does not believe
| | in G-d; rather, he chooses not to believe in G-d because that denial frees
| him to be depraved. After all, how can any thinking person deny G-d's
.| existence? Has anyone made a thorough scientific inquiry to prove that
.| G-d does not exist?
G This idea is found in Tehilim (X-1), "The depraved one says in his
| heart, there is no G-d." This means: The person who is already depraved
says, "There is no G-d." Chazal interpret the first part of this verse, "The
depraved one says in his heart,” to mean that the wicked are controlled
by their hearts. The desires buried in their hearts control their every
move, just like Paraoh who was controlled by the depravity in his heart.
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R' Dov Ber of Mezeritch ZT"L would say:
"Three things should be learned from a child; He is always happy, he
| is never idle, and when he wants something, he bursts into tears until he
| getsit!"

R' Gershon Henoch ZT"L would say:
"I am delighted when I hear a wise person speak, but even more

appreciative when a fool remains silent!"

b' | A wise man was attributed as saying:
"All the world is a burning bush, but only those with eyes take off
their shoes!"
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him on the situation down on this world.

The deceased Ad"mor greeted him and then replied, "When Moshe
asked Hashem, "NN2W M NN2 7N DYDY NN NNDY - Why have you
done bad to this nation, why have you sent me, Moshe was essentially
saying, that the situation will be viewed as "bad" to this nation. Because
Moshe was so close to Hashem, he wasn't able to pray for a change for
the better with a full heart, since he realized that everything Hashem does
is for the good. He therefore requested that Hashem have this mission
carried out by an appropriate agent, one who is not that close to Hashem,
and who would therefore pray more fervently."

The Rebbe sighed, "Once one is in heaven, closer to Hashem, one sees
things more clearly. Matters that seem negative on earth are viewed as
positive in the heavens. All that Hashem does is for the good!"
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The gemara (:3p Y177)0) teaches as follows: The mitzvah of feeding
guests is so great that it distanced two families from the Jewish people
[i.e., the nations of Amon and Moav, who refused to feed the Jews when
they sojourned in the desert]. R’ Yochanan said, "It brings close those
who are distant; causes G-d to ignore the evil of the wicked; enables
Jalse prophets to experience true prophecy, and one who neglects it is
considered like an intentional sinner."

R' Eliyohu Lopian ZT"L observes that the nations of Amon and
Moav began their history very close to the Jews, not only geographically,
but also because their founders were nephews of our Patriarch Avrohom

Avinu. Nevertheless, the bad trait which Amon and Moav demonstrated by |

refusing to feed the Jews near the end of their 40 years in the desert,
caused the Torah to prohibit the men of those nations to marry Jews.
There simply is no place for such traits among the Jews.

On the other hand, the nation of Midian was situated farther from
Eretz Yisrael, but the descendants of Yisro the Midianite sat on the
sanhedrin - high court. Why? All because Yisro fed Moshe Rabbeinu, as
described in the above posuk. Even when the not-so righteous feed guests,
Hashem ignores their wickedness and defers their punishment.

| him roaming the upper echelons of Heaven and proceeded to question
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The Jewish community in the Ukraine suffered greatly during the time
of the great Rebbe, R' Elimelech of Lizhensk ZT”L. Terrible
government edicts as well as roving bands of treacherous brigands would
pillage and wreak general havoc amongst the many towns and villages. A
contemporary of the Rebbe, a very pious and elderly Chassidishe
Ad"mor, brought upon himself much physical deprivation through
fasting, etc., in the hope that this would provide a merit which would

- | alleviate the Jews' suffering. When R' Elimelech became aware of the
| Rebbe's constant self-infliction and his sorry state of health, the Rebbe, R’
| Elimelech advised the venerable Ad"mor to stop his deprivation for the

time being, and to wait until after he passed on to the next world, to
intercede with the Heavenly Court.
Eventually, the elderly Rebbe passed on, however, the edicts against

| the Jews became even harsher. The Rebbe R' Elimelech was surprised

that the intervention of the departed tzaddik had not helped. Through his

' holy powers, the Rebbe, R' Elimelech attempted to communicate with the

deceased to ask why things were not improving. Eventually, he found
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