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Rashi tells us that immediately after the miraculous episode of the
"talking donkey", Hashem felt that it was too great a blow to the dignity of
Bilaam were the donkey to remain alive, and it died right away. The
question is: Wouldn't this donkey better serve as a reminder to everyone to
recall Bilaam's shame upon being admonished by his own donkey for his
misdeeds and ingratitude, as a way for them to avoid being embarrassed on
their day of judgement? Was it worth losing this walking mussar exhibit
just to spare the dignity of such an evil person like Bilaam?

Answers R' Henach Leibowitz Shlit'a, that Hashem was teaching us
how careful we have to be of each other's honor. Even the most evil person,
the wicked Bilaam, was still a human being and deserved to have his dignity
preserved, even if it meant losing the chance to teach the world an important
lesson. We must strive to bend over backwards to give everyone - our
friends and even our enemies - the respect they deserve. Rashi's explanation
of Hashem's reason for not allowing the donkey to remain alive, reminds us
of the importance and greatness inherent in each of us, and shows us that the
dignity of man comes first. The ends do not always justify the means,
especially when someone's feelings or honor is at stake.
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R' Simcha Wasserman ZT"L would say:

"When a child runs into the middle of a busy street right into oncoming
traffic and his father pulls him back and holds onto him, does that mean the
child's freedom is being revoked? Of course not. So too, Torah is not
servitude. It is our Father in Heaven holding and teaching us how to live!"

A Prominent Psychologist would say:
"A child needs 4 hugs a day for survival. A grownup needs 8 hugs a day
for maintenance. Everyone needs 12 hugs a day for growth!"

R' Chaim of Kosov ZT''L would say:

"Whenever Jews in golus feel that they are living in their permanent
abode, it is a sure sign of trouble for Bnei Yisroel. Through anger and hatred
they soon learn that they are really only unwanted guests in gentile lands."
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the pharmacist said, softening a little.

But she was not dissuaded. "Listen, I have the money to pay for it. If it
isn't enough, I will get the rest. Just tell me how much it costs."

The pharmacist's brother was a well dressed man. He bent down,
smiled, and asked the little girl, "Tell me, how much do you have?"

"One dollar and eleven cents," she answered barely audibly, "It's all the
money I have, but I can get some more if I need to."

"Well, what a coincidence," exclaimed the man from Chicago. "A dollar
and eleven cents - the exact price of a miracle for little brothers." He
grasped her hand and said, "Take me to where you live. [ want to see your
brother. Let's see if I have the kind of miracle he needs." That well dressed
man was a world-famous neuro-surgeon. He performed the operation at no
charge and before long, the little brother was home again and doing well.

"That surgery," her mother later said, "was a real miracle. I wonder how
much it would have cost?" The little girl smiled. She knew exactly how
much it cost: one dollar and eleven cents - plus the faith of a young child.
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The Ramba'm holds that Moshe Rabbeinu's sin at the N2> was
that he bacame angry and insulted the Jewish people, saying, Ny wnw”
roynn - "Hear now you rebels.” The Ramba'n disagrees and claims that
the sin lay in the fact that Moshe struck the rock instead of speaking to it.

R' Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev ZT"L ties the two reasons together.
There are two ways to exhort people to do feshuva and better themselves:
One way is to use harsh words and strong rebuke until the penitent is
overcome with guilt. The other way is to use kind words which will
encourage and uplift a person to a be a true Ba'al Teshuva. The difference
between the two manners is that the one who succeeds in persuading his
fellow Jews with kind words will find that in fact nature itself, will do his
bidding gladly for the benefit of the Jewish people, for was not all of
Creation brought about solely for the sake of Bnei Yisroel? However, the
one who employs harsh words and forces his fellow Jews to repent will
find that nature will not necessarily respond to his bidding unless forced to
do so. It will not voluntarily respond of its own accord. Thus, because
Moshe became angry and spoke harshly to the Jews, the rock refused to do
his bidding, and as a result, Moshe was forced to strike it to make it obey.
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One evening, a precocious eight year old girl overheard her mother and
father talking about her little brother. All she understood was that he was
very sick, they were completely out of money and only a very costly
surgery could save him now. She heard her father say to her tearful mother
with whispered desperation, "Only a miracle can save him now."

She ran to her bedroom and pulled a glass jar from its hiding place. She
poured all the change out and counted it carefully. Then, putting the coins
in her pocket, she slipped out the back door and made her way to the local
drug store. She waited patiently for the pharmacist to notice her, but he
was talking intently to another man, not to be bothered by a child at this
moment. She cleared her throat loudly. No response. Finally, she took a
quarter from her pocket and banged it on the glass counter. That did it!

"And what do you want?" the pharmacist asked annoyed. "I'm talking
to my brother from Chicago whom I haven't seen in ages."

"Well, I want to talk to you about my brother," she answered in the
same annoyed tone. "He's really sick and .... I want to buy a miracle."

"I beg your pardon?" said the pharmacist. "My brother has something
bad growing inside his head," she replied, "and my father says only a
miracle can save him now. He needs an operation. But we can't afford it,
so I want to use my money. How much would a miracle cost?"

"We don't sell miracles here, little girl. I'm sorry but I can't help you."
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