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During the Days of Repentance, the holy Rebbe of Sanz, R' Chaim
Halberstam ZT"L, used to tell over the following parable: There was once
a poor women who had many children. They asked her for food to eat, but
she did not have any to give them. Once she found an egg. She called her
children to her and told them, "My children, we no longer have anything to
worry about. I have found an egg. And since I am a person who is
foresighted we will not eat this egg. I will ask our neighbor to allow me to
place this egg under one of his hens, and there will come from it a small
chicken. And we will not eat the chicken, since she will be able to lay eggs.
And these eggs we shall not eat but we shall place them under her and there
will be more eggs and more chickens. We shall not eat of them, but we shall
sell them and I will buy a calf. And we shall allow the calf to grow and
become a cow. The cow will have calves, and we will allow them to grow,
and we shall have many cows and calves. Then I will sell them and buy a
field, and we shall have fields and cows and calves and chickens and eggs.
We will not be lacking for anything." And while she said this to her children
the egg fell from her hand and broke.

The holy Rebbe explained, "This is the way people act. When the holy
days come, everyone makes plans in his mind and accepts upon himself to do
teshuva, thinking he has all the answers to turn himself around. But when the
days have passed and nothing gets done, all the plans fall to pieces and he is
left with nothing. Therefore people must sincerely do what they say."
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R' Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev ZT''L would say:
"When I see a man of many sins, I think, 'How I envy him! When he will
do teshuva and convert his sins, he will have many more merits than I do!"

R' Avrohom Linkener ZT'"L would say:
"In the end, it's not the years in your life that count. It's the life in your
years!"

R' Yosef Braver ZT"L would say:

"When one makes a fist, all of his fingers appear to be of equal length.
When the fingers are extended, it is obvious that some are longer than others.
So too, with charity. Don't view all charities with a closed fist. Some causes
are deserving of more tzedakah than others!"
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Many years passed and R' Boruch was unable to extricate himself from
his crushing poverty. R' Hirshel, however, continued to prosper. He was
now a respected member of the community and when his daughter became
engaged to the son of the Rabbi of Zhitomir, the whole town looked
forward to celebrating this great event. R' Boruch's anticipation was
perhaps greater than most, for he had a plan to recoup his wealth.

As the young couple stood under the wedding canopy surrounded by
their happy parents, R' Boruch quietly came up to R' Hirsh and said, "A
shmeck tabak, R' Hirsh?" Without a thought, R' Hirsh removed his snuff
box and handed it to R' Boruch. R' Boruch immediately fell to the ground in
a dead faint. When he regained consciousness, R' Hirsh asked him, "Was it
something I did which caused you to faint?" When the entire story was
recounted, R' Hirsh, under the advice of R' Levi Yitzchok of Berditchev
ZT"L decided to divide his great wealth with R' Boruch and the two lived
as close as brothers, in prosperity and health for the rest of their lives.
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The parsha relates the song in which Moshe Rabbeinu calls heaven and
earth to bear witness to the calamities that will befall the Jewish people if
they sin, as well as the ultimate joy that will come with the final
redemption. The holy Chofetz Chaim, R' Yisroel Meir Hakohen Kagan
ZT"L, interprets the posuk, "0 312 X2 nnv” - "Corruption is not His
(Hashem), the blemish is His children", as a classic example of max nwyn
0225 Y20 - Deeds of the fathers are a portent for the children. If a person
decides to stray from the path of Torah and mitzvos, but only slightly, for
instance in the performance of a "light" commandment, ultimately, his son
will come to stray in a broader manner, disregarding stringent mitzvos and
acting in an unbefitting manner. But one who is lax about even harsh and
stringent mitzvos is much worse, for he will cause his son to fall away
entirely from the true path of Torah and mitzvos.

This is the meaning here of the posuk. If a father only slightly strays
from the true path, then "Corruption is not his" - he has not reached a level
where he becomes totally corrupt, for the matter in which he erred may not
be considered too severe. However, "The blemish is his children's" - it will
turn into a greater liability when it reaches his children, for their path of
corruption will likely be much broader and ultimately, it may even affect
and corrupt the generations that follow.
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On the eve of Yom Kippur, a poor man named Hirshel hoped to have a
small bite to eat before the fast, but with no money and no food, how
could he have a meal? Instead, Hirshel received a tongue lashing from his
frustrated wife, and set out early for shul, hungry and depressed. Then a
thought entered his head. It was certain that he wasn't going to get
anything to eat, but just maybe R' Boruch, the wealthy businessman who
sat upfront on the eastern wall, would give him a little smell of his snuff.
That would, perhaps, revive his spirits enough to allow him to pray.

Hirshel cautiously approached the front of the shul and tapped R’
Boruch on the back. "R' Boruch? Maybe I could have a little sniff of your
tabak?" R' Boruch turned with an incredulous look on his face. With an
unmistakable tone of disgust, he said only one word: "Now?!" Hirshel
turned stiffly and made his way back to his seat, totally humiliated. No one
in the shul had witnessed the little episode, but on High, the ministering
angels were in an uproar. How could the wealthy man have humiliated his
poverty-stricken brother like that? It was decreed that in the upcoming
year, things would be radically different.

And so, right after Yom Kippur, Hirshel received an unexpected
inheritance and invested in some merchandise. Hirshel made an enormous
profit and from that time on, whatever he set his hand to was successful.
At the same time, R' Boruch began losing money at every turn.
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