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| night. Rashi explains that even if the plague occurs at exactly midnight,
| Paraoh's astrologers might miscalculate the time and think that the

| because it was a minute early or late?

" | The Torah wants to teach us the seriousness of Chilul Hashem -

| down upon even for a moment, so too with the honor of Hashem.

| realize that they are really lacking enough wisdom."

.| For information, sponsorship or dedications, call 914-362-4380.

the Egyptian first born will begin about midnight, but not exactly at mid-

moment of the plague was somewhat before or after midnight. If so, they
would claim that Moshe was a liar for predicting the wrong time.

This is truly difficult to understand. Could it be that after seeing the
awesome power of this plague, the Egyptians would have doubts only

R' Eliyahu Meir Bloch ZT"L explains with a different approach.

desecration of Hashem's name, for even one minute. If a minute passes
with the world thinking that the word of Hashem did not come true, even
if it would be clarified a minute later, it would still have been a Chilul
Hashem for that minute. Even this must be avoided. We find that even in
human affairs it is so, that if a person feels he is misunderstood and might
be accused of doing something wrong, even for a short time, he will
immediately justify his actions. Just as he would not like to be looked
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R' Moshe Saba (Ba'al Tzror Hamaor) ZT"L would say:
"Everyone feels that he is lacking enough money, but few people

The Chofetz Chaim, R' Yisroel Meir Kagan ZT"L would say:
"People worry that they do not have enough to live. Why do people
not worry that they might not have enough to die?"

R' Shmuel of Lubavitch ZT"L would say:

"A person should keep his mind full of Kedushah during the day, for I
assume that if one is capable of profane thoughts during Shemona Esrei,
he is quite capable of holy thoughts while working!"
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stories - it teaches us lessons. It teaches us to run away from trials, to
escape from it. Let us think for a second, if Moshe Rabbeinu would have
picked up one of the contemporary magazines or papers and flip through
the pages, with what fervor would he throw it aside? But we think that
we are smarter than Moshe. We will not be affected, we are immune."
The young man answered the Rov defiantly. "I am confident in my
faith, one that is firmly entrenched in my beliefs. This will not affect me,
so I am just expanding my horizons. There is no reason to fear anything."
"Heaven forbid," clarified the rabbi, "I was not suspecting that you
would be impacted by such literature. But I was wondering, how can you
stand having such filth with you? How do you deal with its foul odor?"
The student was dumbfounded. "Odor? I don't smell anything!"
"Aha!" exclaimed the rabbi. "You see, it has had an effect on you!"
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Moshe and Aharon are seen standing before Paraoh. Paraoh still
refused to yield to Hashem s will and he still does not wish to grant
independence to the Jewish people. This is after he and his nation
suffered through seven horrible plagues.

Even a righteous person can make mistakes, writes the Sefas Emes,
R' Yehudah Aryeh Leib ZT"L of Gur. He feels great remorse when
he fails and he strongly desires to have the moral strength and
fortitude to do the will of Hashem. This is a very important and
positive character trait in Hashem’s eyes. On the other hand, not only
did Paraoh not possess the "moral strength" to humble himself before
Hashem, he had no desire at all to acquire such a quality. He purposely
refused to humble himself. In his perverted set of values, indifference
to the strong message of the plagues was a sign of courage and
fortitude. To him, this reaction was a positive step in his own
character development. So, not only did he not humble himself, he
"refused" to humble himself.

Moshe Rabbeinu predicts the coming of the last plague, the smiting of
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The story is told about a student learning in the yeshiva of R' Chaim
Soloveitchik ZT"L, who excelled in his studies, but had a tendency to
read the newspapers and advertisements of the secularists which

promulgated heresy. The rabbi approached the student to ask if such
| rumors were in fact true. The student confirmed the allegations.

"How?" asked the rabbi in fear. The young student confidently calmed

| the rabbi's nerves: "This will not affect me."

R' Chaim looked skeptical. "The saintly tanna, Rabbi Shimon Bar

| Yochai, reveals many profound secrets in the Zohar regarding the

opening posuk of Parshas Bo. He asks, what is meant by, "Come to
Paraoh™? It should have written, "Go to Paraoh”! Rabbi Shimon Bar
Yochai answers that Hashem asked Moshe to enter into the innermost

| "chambers" until he reached the forces of impurity and the palace of
| Paraoh which is rooted in the source of impurity and wickedness. Moshe,

however, was afraid, and wouldn't accept the mission. He was prepared
to "go" to Paraoh, to sit there honorably, but not to "come to him." He did

| not want to contend with the forces of evil, for even one who cleans filth

absorbs some of the dirt."
R' Chaim looked at the boy lovingly. "The Torah does not simply tell




